
St Barnabas, Swanmore 
Café Church 18th January 2026 

Mission-Impossible? 
 

The Greeting 
We say ‘hello’ 

 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all 
and also with you. 
 

We have a gospel to proclaim     Hymn 798 
 
Opening Prayer  
 

Heavenly Father, 
we have come together as your family 
in your presence 
to offer you praise and thanksgiving, 
to listen to your holy word, 
to pray for the needs of the world, 
and to seek forgiveness of our sins, 
so that we may grow together as your children, 
and share in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

Confession  
 

We confess that we have sometimes failed to be the Church Jesus 
wants us to be. 
 

We have not always proclaimed the gospel in every corner of our 
community,  
Father, forgive us 
 

We have not always given time and attention to what being a 
disciple means 
Father, forgive us 



 

We have not always welcomed the stranger, served the needy or 
prayed for the lost and lonely 
Father, forgive us 
 

We have not always been brave enough to stand up for justice, or 
bring peace where there is discord 
Father, forgive us 
 

We have not always treated your creation well, preferring to put our 
own comfort before the pressing needs of the planet 
Father, forgive us 
 

We are truly sorry and commit to sharing God’s mission and to 
being a church community of light, truth and hope. 
 

Absolution 
God forgives us  

May the God of love and power 
free you from your sins, 
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit 
and transform you into the Church God needs. 
Amen 
 

Reading:  Micah 6. 1 – 8 
 
‘With what shall I come before the Lord, 
    and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings, 
    with calves a year old? 
7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
    with tens of thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?’ 
8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
    and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
    and to walk humbly with your God? 



Table Talk 1 Mission? What Mission? 
 

The Five Marks: Which do you do well? Which does our Church 
do well? 
 

Reading:  Matthew 25. 34 – 40 
 

Then the Lord will say to those at his right hand,  
 

‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry 
and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was sick and you 
took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’  
 

Then the righteous will answer him,  
 

‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food or 
thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we 
saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you 
clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and 
visited you?’  
 

And the king will answer them,  
 

‘Truly, I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it to me.’ 
 

One shall tell another       Hymn 596 
 

Affirmation of Faith  
 

We believe in God the Father, who is faithful and keeps his 
promises. 
 

We believe in Jesus Christ, his Son, who is the cornerstone of our 
faith and Church. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit who inspires and fills the Church with 
power and love. 
 

This is our faith. This is the faith of the Church. 



Table Talk 2  Missions?  What missions? 
 
Our Missions Support Group (Wendy, Sam and Cathy) will remind us 
of the missions we have supported for the last 3 years (or more!) 
and what our options are for the next 3 years. Here are the links so 
that you can check them out at home. 
 
The Roberts Centre  https://robertscentre.org.uk/ 

Home Start   https://hsportsmouth.org.uk 

Street Pastors   https://www.streetpastors.org.uk/ 

Prison Fellowship  https://prisonfellowship.org.uk 

St George Foundation https://www.stgeorgefoundation.org.uk/ 

Mercy Ships   https://www.mercyships.org.uk/ 

 
 
Intercessions led by Wendy Horn and ending with… 
 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name; 
your kingdom come; 
your will be done; 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For yours is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 

https://robertscentre.org.uk/
https://hsportsmouth.org.uk/
https://www.streetpastors.org.uk/
https://prisonfellowship.org.uk/where-we-work/
https://www.stgeorgefoundation.org.uk/
https://www.mercyships.org.uk/


Conclusion 
Notices and Birthdays 

 
I, the Lord of sea and sky       Hymn 337 

 
During the hymn, the teapot will come around to defray expenses. 

Thanks to all who contributed to this service in any way. 
 

Blessing 
God of glory, 
you nourish us with your Word 
who is the bread of life: 
fill us with your Holy Spirit 
that through us the light of your glory 
may shine in all the world 
and the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 
be upon you and remain with you 
this day and forevermore.  Amen 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
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