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Changing times
When | agreed to take on the parish magazine
back in November 2020, our then vicar — Revd
Claire Towns — was determined that | should not
be expected to do it indefinitely (as if | would
want to!) and so we settled on a five-year term
of office, which has now come to an end.

At the same time the magazine became
bimonthly and a collection model replaced the
previous team of volunteers who delivered to
every household. The costs saved meant the
magazine could move from being photocopied,
by more volunteers, to be full colour and
professionally printed. Claire guessed that we
would end up with 600 copies being regularly
collected — in fact it is between 800 and 850.

It has been a privilege to see the magazine
through this transition — with the help of all those
who have submitted copy, especially Crawford
Wright and Marcus Charig for their regular
features, Gill Sawyer, who never misses a copy
deadline for her report from the Conservation
Group and Berty Ferrone and Pete Mason for
their many hundreds of photographs. Very many
thanks are also due to Caroline Clapperton (aka
Caroline Edser when wearing her publishing
hat) for her eagle-eyed proof reading.

The PCC has now recruited a new “editorial

team” to take over — | wish them luck.
Penny Clive

The Swanmore Link is published by the Parochial
Church Council of Swanmore six times a year.

Advertising: Dennis Wheeler 07490 676710
dennis.123.wheeler@gmail.com

Distribution: vacant

Editor: Penny Clive 01489 895923
editor@stbarnabas.org.uk

Editorial team: Caroline Edser, Allison Gurry

Village directory: Roger de Vere 01489 892768
deverer2@gmail.com

Cover: Images by Michael White

The Swanmore Link

The Swanmore Link can be collected from The
Link when open — generally between 9am and
5pm each day. You are very welcome to take
additional copies for friends and neighbour.

If you are housebound or disabled and unable
to collect your magazine then please contact
office@stbarnabas.org.uk to arrange delivery.

The magazine can also be posted to you at a
cost of £15 p.a. to cover postage. Contact
treasurer@stbarnabas.org.uk to arrange
payment and be added to the postal list.

The Swanmore Link can also be read online at
the St Barnabas website (https://
stbarnabas.org.uk/information-hub). If you would
like to be emailed when this available please
contact office@stbarnabas.org.uk.




From St Barnabas’ Church

Looking ahead to Christmas

Have a peaceful Advent (as we await the
arrival of the baby Jesus) and a Happy
Christmas (when we celebrate his birth).

We all know that Christmas is a wonderful season,
especially for children, but we also know it can be a
difficult time, when we miss those we have lost more
acutely, when family tensions can spill over, and when
all our sorrows seem to be writ large. Our family has
had its share of spoiled Christmases through death,
illness and grief — to the extent that | thought it might be
better if we cancelled it for a few years. However,
thankfully, that’s not going to happen. Christians will
always celebrate the birth of Christ regardless of what
else is going on in the world or in their own lives. In fact,
when we are most unsettled or unhappy, the message
of Christmas — Immanuel, God with Us — is exactly what
we need to hear.

Hopefully, you and yours will have a great time. The
mince pies will be scrumptious, the crackers will go with
a bang, and no cross word will be uttered. Perhaps all
of that could be enhanced by coming to one of the
many church services on offer over the festival. There
will always be a welcome at St Barnabas.

No sooner have we turned the last few sprouts into
soup, we begin to look ahead to a new start in January.
We’'ll make resolutions, recycle all the detritus and get
the school uniform washed, ready for a new term. Some
of us are already anticipating hurdles and challenges —
exams, health investigations, house-moves, relationship

From the registers

Baptisms

26th October Lillian Joy Gill

16th November Theodore Fergus Rushworth

30th November Charlotte Constance Evelyn Gough

Funerals
17th October Jane Staples

issues — but nobody
knows what the year
will bring: certain joy,
certain sorrow in all
probability.

The Church of
England will
celebrate a historic
moment when Sarah
Mullally is
consecrated
Archbishop of
Canterbury on 25th
March, and we will all be watching with bated breath to
see whether peace can be maintained in troubled and
difficult parts of the world.

On the local stage, we hope to see a new priest-in-
charge move into the vicarage and begin their ministry
among us. They will be building on the lives and work of
the thousands who have played their part since the
opening of St Barnabas, 180 years ago (11th December
to be precise). If you haven’t yet seen the magnificent
wall of “180-boxes” made by members of the
community and congregation, there’s still time to pop
into the Link and have a look. It's an inspiring reminder
that we all have something to offer, and that it’s for
every one of us that God thought “out of the box” to
send his Son to be born in a stable.

Revd Canon Hazel Whitehead

We encourage everybody to pray for the people affected
by war. For those who have power to work for peace, for those
made homeless in the conflicts and for all those
who are suffering, grieving and living in fear.




St Barnabas services December and January

Sunday 7th December

Second Sunday of Advent

No 8am

10am Holy Communion
and collection of items
for The Roberts Centre.
Please see below for
the list of things they
would like — no toys this
year, thank you.

Sunday 14th December

Third Sunday of Advent

» 2 8am Holy Communion
:, # & 10am Holy Communion during
b 2 which the children will make

Christingles to process
around Church (see p.7 for
more details).

Sunday 21st December

Fourth Sunday of Advent

No 8am

10am Holy Communion

6.30pm Nine Lessons and Carols

Wednesday 24th December

Christmas Eve

5pm Crib service — Making Christmas Real. See
p.7 for more details

11.15pm Midnight Mass
led by Archdeacon
Kathryn Percival

Thursday 25th December

Christmas Day

8am Holy Communion

10am All Age Holy
Communion Service

Sunday 28th December

The first Sunday of Christmas

No 8am

10am Holy Communion led by Revd Amanda
Collinson

Sunday 4th January
Feast of the Epiphany
8am Holy
Communion
10am Holy
Communion

Edward Burne-Jones

Sunday 11th January
The Baptism of Christ
No 8am

10am Holy Communion

Sunday 18th January

The Second Sunday of the
Epiphany

8am Holy Communion

10am Café Church

Piero della Francesca

Sunday 25th January

The Third Sunday of the Epiphany
The Conversion of St Paul

No 8am

10am Holy Communion

Gerard van Honthorst

Help for The Roberts Centre

This year The Roberts Centre has some storage issues
so they have sent suggestions for what would most
help the families who come to the Centre:

4 New and virtually new children’s books

4 Chocolate selection packs

4 Vouchers for Costa Coffee

4 Cinema vouchers

4 Supermarket food vouchers

4+ Warm hats, gloves or scarves.

Please put any vouchers in a sealed envelope
2

addressed to Robert the Bear, with the amount noted
inside. Or put cash in an envelope with Robert the Bear
on the envelope and we will bulk buy vouchers. We will
be collecting all these until Sunday 7th December and
delivering them on Monday 8th.

Please bring your gifts to the 1st December service
or leave them in the box at the back of church. Don’t
leave money or vouchers there but put them in sealed
envelopes and leave in Barnaby'’s.

Hazel Whitehead




Barn Church

Soberton and Newtown Guide Hut
Soberton Recreation Ground, SO32 3QH

Barn Church is an alternative flavour of Anglican wo?ship in the Meon Valley, across Swanmore,
Hambledon, Newtown, Soberton, Droxford, Meonstoke, Corhampton and Exton. We are working
with the local parish churches offering a different style of service.

We meet weekly as an informal, intergeneration community learning together
more about who Jesus is and who He says we are.

Services in December and January

Sunday 7th December Sunday 4th January

9:30am Short interactive service starting with 9.30am New Years Walk. Meet at Woodend
pastries and coffee Car Park, Heath Road, PO17 6JZ.

Thursday 11th December (location tbc) Sunday 1th January

5pm Family Carols Celebration. Fun for all 9:30am Short interactive service starting with
the family — popcorn included! pastries and coffee

Sunday 14th December Sunday 18th January

9.30am Barn Church does Christingle 9:30am Short interactive service starting with

pastries and coffee
Sunday 21st December
9.30am Barn Church Christmas Celebration. Sunday 25th January
Fun and games. 9:30am Short interactive service starting with
pastries and coffee
Sunday 28th December
No Service

Keep up to date with what is going on by following us on social media @barnchurch.uk

All of our gatherings are aimed at all ages and are very laid back. The heart of all we do is to
form community around the love and joy found in relationship with Jesus.

Everyone is welcome, with faith or none. Come as you are! .,-:LJ

2N

For more information contact Revd Emma Andersen
emma.barnchurch@gmail.com or 07786 553146.

b .
( I ;15 Diocese
neGEacH of Portsmouth www.barnchurch.uk
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From Swanmore Methodist Church

,' ,&S’wan e Methodist'Ch u?"ch
= Al * pel oad, Swanmote, SQ32 % !
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Mlnlster Revd Phil Grlffln Tel. 013298
Email: rev_phil@outlook.com
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Loving God Loving our community Making disciples for Jesus

Sunday Services in December and January
All services will commence at 10.30am unless otherwise noted. There will be a warm
welcome for all who wish to join us for these services and please stay for tea

and coffee afterwards

7th December David Boswelll

14th December Val Jenkins

21st December Richard Cole

21st December 6.30pm Candlelight Carol Service — Kathy Elvy and Jill Letts
28th December Revd Bob Kitching — Holy Communion

4th January Revd Phil Griffin — Covenant Service and Holy Communion
11th January Grace Westerduin

18th January TBC

25th January Revd Nicky Gilbert

In need of Prayer? TLC (Tuesday Ladies’ Club)
Place your prayer request in the post box on the wall 9th December

next to the Chapel entrance, add your contact details if =~ Christmas Flower demonstration and carols.
you would like a visit and we’ll be in touch, or visit our

_ 12th January
website. “Japan” with Carol Watson — come along and enjoy
Carol’s beautiful photography.
Coffee and Company Subscription £3 per month. All ladies welcome.
Weekly on Tuesdays at 10am to 12noon.
Enjoy company, coffee, tea and biscuits/craft; if you Men’s Group
would like to bring knitting/sewing etc. or just come 18th December at 7.30pm
along for a chat we will be pleased to see you. Christmas quiz and refreshments.
15th January at 7.30pm
Thursday Fellowship An insight into mountain biking (MTB) by Sean
We hold a Fellowship meeting every Thursday 2.30pm Howell — alias Father Shred.*””Shredding around the
— 3.30pm — an opportunity to meet with fellow world...the adventures that made Marmalade MTB”.
Christians for prayer, Bible reading and discussion. ("Riding a bike fast.)

All are welcome and there will be light refreshments.
For further details contact Martin Letts on 01489
896182.

Meetings are held in the Church and everyone is
welcome. If you would like more detail please contact:
Jill Letts — 01489 896182

email — jill.letts47@gmail.com

Looking for somewhere to hold an event?

Our premises are now available for hire. Please visit
the “Use our venue” page on the church website for
details or email: swanmoremclettings@gmail.com.

Website: http://www.swanmoremethodistchurch.org.uk Find us on n




Church news

Methodist minister’s musings

What's the longest you've had to wait for a present? |
was given a flying lesson for my 40th birthday. All |
needed to do was book it online and turn up on the day.
Well, I'm 43 now, and I'm still waiting for it to actually
happen — it's been cancelled time and time again.

But my most long-awaited gift has to be the
Transformer, Ultra Magnus. For those of you not in the
know, Ultra Magnus was a car transporter that could be
transformed into a robot. Every Christmas, when | was
little, my sister and | would go to Lewis’ department store
in Birmingham to visit Father Christmas. In 1987 | saw
Ultra Magnus on the shelf and immediately wanted him.
That Christmas, | did not get him. It wasn’t until 1994,
when a neighbour gave me a box of assorted old toys,
that | found an Ultra Magnus, lurking at the bottom. In
truth, by the time that | finally had him, | had completely
forgotten that | had ever asked for him!

But that seven-year wait pales into insignificance
when compared to the Israelites. They were promised a
Messiah (or “Christ”, in Greek, not wishing to spoil where
I’'m heading!) many times between about 1200BC and
400BC. They waited for — believe it or not — 400 to 1,200

Recognising what you wait for

years to receive the gift they had
been promised.

But like me with Ultra Magnus,
when Jesus actually arrived, most
of the Israelites didn’t realise that
He was the One they had been
waiting for. As St John puts it:
“Although He made the world, the |
world didn’t recognise Him when
He came. Even in His own land and among His own
people, the Jews, He was not accepted. Only a few
would welcome and receive Him”.

Fortunately, for those first believers, and for any of us
today who put their trust in Jesus, He has a gift to offer:
“To all who received Him, He gave the right to become
children of God. All they needed to do was to trust Him to
save them”. This Christmas, welcome Jesus as King of
your life, and know the joy and peace of being a child of
God.

May you all have a merry Christmas and a very happy
new year.

Revd Phil Griffin

St Barnabas social and fundraising

A great build-up to Christmas

During October and November the
Nostalgic Film Club continued to meet
on the third Tuesday of the month,
with numbers well up on the summer;
it is hoped this trend will continue.

However, the main event was Beer
and Hymns, which was well attended,
although we could have squeezed in
more. This was, yet again, a super
evening. The Bowman'’s Ales were
great, the ploughman’s copious and
delicious, and the programme was
brilliantly designed by Peter Fellows.
Thanks also to Claire Eathorne, who
shared the piano playing with Peter as
her swansong before her move to
Herefordshire, and Dave Lee for
keeping the pace up as compére.

In November we had a scaled
down “Oh Heck!” evening. This was a
late addition to our calendar and we
dropped the usual fish and chips
supper. Unfortunately, it coincided with
an outbreak of “lurgy”, resulting in a
number of last-minute dropouts.
Nevertheless, the 28 attendees had a
great evening.

07848-839407.

Future events

4+The Nostalgic Film Club. Doors
open at 2pm and the film starts
promptly at 2.15pm. This gives you
15minutes to collect a cup of tea or
coffee and a biscuit or two and vote
for the next film to be shown. Entry
is free and is open to anyone. Next
dates are 16th December and 20th
January. It may be possible to
arrange transport for a few
individuals; contact John Sharpe on

+Saturday 6th December: St
Barnabas Christmas Concert. Get
into the Christmas spirit with the
Swanmore Wind Band. From Mariah
Carey to traditional carols, tap your
toes to some Christmas classics and
sing along to your favourites; 20% of
the proceeds will be donated to the
Wind Band'’s charity of the year.
Beer, wine and soft drinks will be
available both before and during the
concert; coffee and tea will be
available during the interval. Doors

and bar open 7pm, concert starts at
7.30pm. Tickets £10, under-18s free;
contact events@stbarnabas.org.uk
or call 07848-839407.

+Saturday 7th February: Quiz and
Pudding Night. Yes, it's coming
back, organised and set by the same
brilliant team as previously. The
event continues to grow and last
year we were almost maxed out. So
early reservations are a good idea
and are welcome via email to:
events@stbarnabas.org.uk. The quiz
starts at 7pm in the Village Hall and
is for teams of up to eight. It is aimed
at the family, including grandparents,
with questions for all ages. Tickets
go on sale in December and are £12
for adults and £6 for under-16s.
Bring your own drinks and nibbles
but leave space for those delicious
half-time puddings.

We hope that the next issue of The
Swanmore Link will include details of
all our events in 2026, but put 12th
December 2026 in your diary when the
Christmas Concert will see the return
of the Hampshire Police Male Voice
Chaoir.

John Sharpe




Church news

Out of the Box

180 Celebration boxes
taking shape in the Llnk

In the October/November issue of The
Swanmore Link we featured the St
Barnabas 180th anniversary “Out of
the Box” project planned for
November. As we write just over 100
boxes are already on the wall of the
Link with the rest to be returned soon.

What a creative lot we are; from
beautiful abstract colour to highly
detailed scenes, there is so much to
take away from this. A huge thank you
to everyone who has been a creator —
there are fantastic contributions from
all ages, school and college groups,
uniformed clubs, volunteers and our
congregation.

Come and take a look in the Link.
Doors are open during the day and the
display will be up until mid-January. It's
a real eye opener into the life and soul
of our village.

We would love to raise £10 for
every box made — we are not on target
yet — so if you are reading this and
would like to sponsor a box please
donate using the QR code below or
contact treasurer@stbarnabas.org.uk .

E This is part of the wider
W13 St Barnabas appeal -
proceeds will go towards
4 keeping the church, its
»* grounds and the
Paterson Centre in good condition for
all the community. You can read more
about this on page 3. Thank you!

Churchwardens

Some of the many boxes now on
d/splay in the Link.

E

St Barnabas

Services for all

the family

The following services are especially
welcoming for children:

4+Sunday 14th December at 10am —
The Paterson Centre:
We would like to invite you to come
along and enjoy some Christmas
craft and make your own Christingle
to take into the church.
NB: We request an adult stays with
your child/children.

4+Wednesday 24th December at
5pm — Christmas Eve:
We would like to invite you, your
family and friends to the Crib-service
— Making Christmas Real. Please
come along dressed as your
favourite nativity character and take
part in this fun-filled family service.
We will have a limited supply of
children’s costumes available on the
night.

Ben Armstrong

St Barnabas

A colourful church Christmas

St Barnabas will be colourfully

decorated for Christmas and the New

Year and all are invited to visit the

Church and feast your eyes at:

4 Floral displays from the flower
team.

4 The Christmas tree adorned with its
decorations.

4+ “Out of the Box” in the Link (as
above).

4+ “Knit-ivity” in the memorial window,

6

our new design
for the nativity
scene, made by
the “Laugh and
Craft” group
and friends — as
pictured!
Happy
Christmas
everyone.
Wendy Horn




Church news

St Barnabas 1845—2025

Fundraising for much
needed repairs

Our church is 180 years old and we
are celebrating the event, having
missed the 175th anniversary because
of Covid. Almost as significantly, the
Paterson Centre is now more than 30
years old, and is requiring various
repairs. As a result, between 2023 and
2025 we will have spent nearly
£23,000 on such things as roofs,
window replacements and organ
repairs.

We next need to start repairs to
parts of the internal walls of St
Barnabas, which have succumbed to
damp over many years, and to make
some lighting and sound system
improvements. The estimated costs
can be seen in the table below.

If we do this work, without any
fundraising, our free reserves will fall
below £10,000, which is equivalent to
one-month’s expenditure.

So, we are using this anniversary to
fundraise for both buildings, to keep
them in good condition and continue to

provide a place for Sunday worship,
for funerals, weddings and baptisms,
for parties, Bridge group, quizzes,
Lunch Club, Scrabble, Mindful Moves,
and so much more.

We have asked the congregation to
contribute and they have already
raised £6,000. If others would be
willing to contribute, we undertake to
spend the money wisely; we always
do small repairs and regular cleaning
ourselves to limit the need for
fundraising.

If you would like to support the
appeal you can make a transfer to our
bank account, PCC of Swanmore,
with these account details:

Sort Code: 30-90-85

Account No: 00135767

Reference: 180 Appeal

Alternatively, cheques, payable to
PCC of Swanmore, can be sent to the
Treasurer at 2 Donigers Dell,
Swanmore, SO32 2TL.Thank you.

Revd Nick Whitehead

Audio system
Lighting

Church interior walls
Appeal target total

Planned Repairs 2025/2026
Paterson Centre roof and gully repair £4,600

£900
£600
£7,500
£13,600

Top above:
Damage to the
Paterson Centre
roof.

Above:
Volunteers
already do much
of the needed
church
maintenance and
repairs.

Left: Damage
caused by damp
is now evident in
many places in
St Barnabas.



Church news

Around the village

Methodist Church
Home alone this

Christmas Day?

A\
)

Swanmore Methodist Church ;
is again organising a
Christmas lunch at 12.30
for 1pm for anyone who will
be home alone on :
Christmas Day.

If you live in Swanmore
or surrounding villages
and may be lonely and
wishing for company 5
then come and joinus
for Christmas lunch A
with pleasant, cheerful /fi'
company. Limited )
transport is available.

Please let us know if you would like
to come by 8th December. Contact
Helen Currie on 07775 988104 or email
h_currie@sky.com.

Helen Currie

St Barnabas ad hoc choir
Come and sing at
the Carol Service

The St Barnabas Carol Service will be
at 6:30pm on Sunday 21st December
this year. As in previous years, we are
hoping to put together an ad hoc choir
to sing a few items in the service.
Copies of the music will be provided.

The rehearsals will be at different
times from our normal arrangements,
so please note the following:
4+ Monday 8th December 6pm—7pm
4+ Monday 15th December 6pm—7pm
4 Sunday 21st December 4.30pm —

5.45pm

If you would like to be part of this
ad hoc choir, please email me at
peterfellows63@gmail.com — ideally
by Friday 5th December, so that | can
arrange for some music to be made
available for you.

Peter Fellows

Barnaby’s Coffee Shop

It really is the best in

Hampshire!

As this magazine went to press we
learned that Barnaby’s has won the
Hampshire Chronicle and Romsey
Advertiser “Café of the Year” award!

We were very grateful, proud and
thrilled to have been nominated and
make it onto the final short-list. To win
is incredible. Thank you to all our
lovely customers old and new.

I's been an extremely busy and
successful year with many hundreds
of pounds raised for a variety of well
deserving charities, large and small.
Every sip of coffee/tea and slice of
cake bought contributes to this.

Charities we have supported this
year include: 1st Swanmore Scouts
(raising money for a new scout hut),
Winchester Hospice, Winchester &
District Young Carers, First
Responders, Saltergate Children’s
Home, Harbour Cancer Support
Gosport ... and many others.

The Classic Cars season ended
with a magnificent display of cars and
a huge amount of money raised for
charity. Many thanks to Berty and his
team of helpers for organising this.

We look forward to welcoming you
all into Barnaby’s over the build-up to
Christmas. It will see the return of our
very popular festive hot chocolate.
Keep an eye on our Facebook page
for our Christmas opening hours. As

always, a massive thank you to all our
fabulous volunteers — we could not do
this without you, whether it's cake
baking, clearing tables and hoovering
the floor, or making coffee. We are so
grateful for you all. Here’s to another
great year in 2026.

Roger de Vere

Below: Don’t forget to try Barnaby’s
ever-popular hot chocolate. Bottom:
Julie Smith celebrates with Maureen
Jolliffe from the Hampshire Chronicle
as Barnaby’s made it onto the “Café of
the Year” short list

Photographs by Berty Ferrone



Around the village

Village Working Party
Help Swanmore
stay smart

Sponsored by the Parish Council, the
Village Centre Working Party
comprises a small group of volunteers
who sweep paths and gutters and
generally tidy up the village centre
using hand tools that are provided.

We meet about six or seven times
a year when necessary, usually on a
Monday or Thursday morning between
10am and mid-day. Much of the work
comes in the autumn, clearing up the
fallen leaves that tend to clutter our
pavements. Our numbers are
gradually reducing and we need some
more volunteers in order to keep the
working party viable.

If you like to see a tidy village
centre and are prepared to help,
please give me a ring on 01489
896331 or email me at
david@streetfamily.org.uk.

David Street

Members of the clear-up team in
action — left to right: David Street, Mike
Clay and lan Harvey.

Also members are George
Goodwin and Berty Ferrone (who took
the picture).

Classic Cars

Keeping the pop-up dry

The classic car of the month for
October was a 1971 Volvo 145
Express as used in the TV Series The
Good Life.

In the picture (below) are Karen
Blair, now the owner of Best Wishes
card shop in Bishop's Waltham — who
chose and presented the trophy and
rosette — and winner Tim Rose.

We'd also like to thank Swanmore
Parish Council for the generous
contribution to the new waterproof
covering for the bicycle shelters (right)
where Barnaby’s now runs its
pop-up tea and coffee serving area.

Classic Cars events will restart in April
next year and continue each month
until October.

Berty Ferrone
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The Spring Ball

Glam up and celebrate

Get out those glad rags and prepare
to party at The Spring Ball on
Saturday 7th March at the Botley Park
Hotel.

Tickets cost just £75 per person
and this includes a welcome drink,
three-cOurse meal, live music from
Madison Heights, photo booth and
plenty more surprises throughout the
night!

All proceeds will support local
charities so you'll be partying for great
causes.

To book your tickets, email
swanmorevb@googlemail.com.
Tables are already filling fast, so don't
miss out on what promises to be an
unforgettable evening of dining,
entertainment, and dancing.

Hannah Landless



Around the village

Scouts

Heading to Gdansk in 2027
with a little help

Local scout Joshua Cloud is raising
funds to attend the World Scout
Jamboree in 2027. As one of the
youngest participants selected to
attend, Joshua is determined to make
the most of this incredible opportunity
to meet Scouts from around the world,
experience new cultures, and bring
home unforgettable skills and stories.

A Year 8 pupil at Swanmore
College, Joshua lives in Waltham
Chase and is a member of the 1st
Bishop’s Waltham group, which — like
our own Swanmore Scouts — belongs
to the Denewulf Scout District.

The World Scout Jamboree brings
together tens of thousands of Scouts
from more than 150 countries and in
2027 will be held in Gdansk, Poland.

To make this dream a reality,
Joshua is working hard to raise £3,590
through community events,
challenges, and a GoFundMe page.

Joshua is also working towards his
Chief Scout Gold Award, the highest

achievement for a Scout of his age. As
well as weekly meetings, he takes part
in local parades, camps, litter picks
and charity events — all while
balancing school and his fundraising
efforts.

“I’'m so excited to meet Scouts from
all over the world and learn how they
do things,” says Joshua. “It's amazing
to think that something I've been doing
here in the Meon Valley could take me
all the way to Gdansk. I'm really
grateful for everyone supporting me.”

Group Scout Leader Nick Woollett
says: “We’re incredibly proud of
Joshua and everything he’s achieved
so far. He shows real commitment,
enthusiasm, and the true spirit of
Scouting in everything he does.
Attending the World Scout Jamboree
will be a life-changing experience and
we’re all behind him as he works to
make it happen.”

Every donation, no matter how

small, brings him closer to his target.

sl .
Joshua Cloud with his backpack.
To support Joshua’s journey visit his

fundraising page at https://gofund.me/
387dab803. Kate Cloud

Swanmore Cubs

Meeting all sorts of animals

Swanmore Cubs have had a busy
term so far, kick-started with some
pioneering. Cubs worked outside in
teams to create a pulley system to
carry supplies over a crocodile-
infested river. The children learned

some knots and put them to good use.
They also used rope machines to
create rope. Many cubs successfully
completed the Pioneer Badge.

We visited a Hampshire beaver
reintroduction project, exploring the
beaver enclosure, seeing a dam the
beavers had built and finding out how
beavers fell trees to alter their
environment. It was a very interesting
evening led by the farmers who
manage the project. As the sun set,
we were guided around the farm to
see other animals and learn more
about farming in the Meon Valley.

At the end of September the cubs
enjoyed a group camp with Swanmore
Beavers and Scouts in the New
Forest. The cubs went on a hike,
practised their knife skills, built giant
catapults and did lots of campfire
cooking. No
Left: Cubs around the campfire
making popcorn.

camp is complete without a campfire
and we managed two, with plenty of
campfire singing and marshmallow
toasting.

Recently, the cubs took part in St
Barnabas' Church “Out of the Box”
village art project, contributing four
boxes based on their own designs. We
hope you like them if you visit the
display! Cub parents and leaders
kindly donated £43 to the church as
part of the project.

There was great excitement at one
of our sessions when an invertebrate
expert brought us some minibeasts to
meet. We had close encounters with
tarantulas, scorpions, giant millipedes,
cockroaches and many more
creatures. The cubs were able to ask
lots of questions and even be brave
holding some of the animals.

To close the term we are planning
some indoor climbing at Fort
Purbrook, a Christmas craft evening, a
Christmas sleepover and our ever-
popular Christmas party, so lots to
look forward to.

Rachel Wade



Around the village

Swanmore Wildflower Group

Enhancing the dew pond

This year saw the formation of the
Swanmore Wildflower Group, created
to improve biodiversity in the village.

Led by Gary McCulloch, our
Accredited Community Safety Officer,
we have begun work in the dew pond
area of the village car park. The grass
has been mown regularly and the
clippings removed to make the ground
more suitable for wildflowers.

A small area has now been seeded
with native wildflowers, so we look
forward to the spring when we will see
what grows. Hopefully, there will be a
good range of species and therefore
pollinating insects. The volunteers also
built an insect hotel, cleared some
overgrown plants from the pond and
coppiced the willow trees.

The project aims to involve young
people in the village in order to
engage them with nature. The
Beavers, Cubs and Brownies have all
explored the area looking for insects,
whilst the Cubs also helped build a
“dead hedge” for wildlife to shelter in.
It is hoped when the children visit in
future they will see a wider range of
species and some really positive
changes.

Councillor Wallace with ACSO Gary
and some of the group’s new tools.

ACSO Gary McCuIIoch works on the
bug hotel — helped by Rachel Wade.

Malcolm Wallace,Hampshire
County Councillor for the Meon Valley,
kindly organised council funding for
some of the group's new equipment,
including a battery operated mower
and a scarifier.

These will prove invaluable for
helping maintain the area. Many
thanks to Malcolm and Hampshire
County Council for their support.

Rachel Wade

:s:sc:nomh elp
Swanmore Educational Trust invites
requests for financial assistance if you
are under 25, live in the parish and
need help with funding that will further
your educational and/or social skills.
Grants can be given for all manner of
items and activities — such as projects,
courses or schemes whether local or
overseas.

For example, this can include trips
with Scouts and Guides, Primary and
Senior school, plus costs involving
university and apprenticeships etc.
and, of course, individual requests. If
we cannot cover the whole cost we
will, if possible, make a contribution.

In the past, grants have been given
to participants in the Tall Ships Race,
African Jamboree, and Canada
Guides, as well as for books, trips to
Borneo, Rwanda, and Uganda, and
many, many more. It costs nothing to
ask. For further information contact
our secretary Dick Cooksley by email
secretary.SwanmoreET@gmail.com or
phone 01489 895776.

Geoff Pavey, Chairman 01489

895462 pavey.pavey@tiscali.co.uk

Swanmore Lunch Club

Put your cooking skills to good use

Do you love cooking and want to
make a difference in your local
community?

Our weekly Swanmore Lunch Club
offers our older residents a chance to
come together, enjoy a nutritious
meal, take part in a raffle, and even
buy fresh eggs if they wish.

We’re looking for enthusiastic
cooks to join our friendly team (small
renumeration will be received). You'll
be supported every step of the way by
our current cooks, and we can help
with certification if required.

The role involves:
4+ Planning menus.

4 Shopping for ingredients.
4+ Cooking a wholesome two-course
lunch.

You won’t be alone in the kitchen —
our wonderful volunteers help with

vegetable preparation and washing
up, while our hostesses serve the
meals to our guests.

This is a fantastic opportunity to be
part of something special in
Swanmore, make new connections,
and showcase your catering skills in a
rewarding community setting.

If you're interested, we’d love to
hear from you — send an email to
dennis.123.wheeler@gmail.com.
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Swanmore Guides

Activities bring more badges
and plenty of fun

Swanmore Guides started the new
term kayaking and paddle boarding in
Alverstoke, and a weekend camp in
the New Forest, enjoying crate
stacking, pioneering, exploring the
Forest and cooking on fires and
triangles

We created some boxes for the St
Barnabas 180th birthday display and
spent some evenings around
Parliament Week meeting change-
makers including Tracey Molloy,
Swanmore Parish Council’s clerk, and
Baroness Bakewell, who shared her
experiences in the House of Lords.

We even challenged ourselves to
make Queen Elizabeth Tower (aka Big

Ben) from custard cream biscuits, with
varying levels of success!

The varied programme enabled
girls to achieve a numerous badges —
including artist, take action, influencer,
camp — and a number of Bronze
Awards this term.

Guiding is thriving in Swanmore
and there are enough girls waiting to
join for a whole new unit.

If any adult would like to find out
more about giving local girls more
opportunities please visit www.
girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved/ or
email swanmore-guides@hotmail.
com.

Sarah Woodman

Guides demonstrating what “crate
stacking” is all about.

Roly’s Run

Fortunately no rain this year

Roly’s Run took place for the seventh
time on Sunday 16th November. The
Run has generally always been well
attended but 2025 saw the event
selling out completely for the first time.

Despite the forecast promising rain,
it never came. Participants and
volunteers instead were glad for the
firmer ground even if they had to
contend with a north-easterly chill.

This year the monies raised for UK
Sepsis Trust, Papworth Hospital
Charity, and Help for Heroes are in
excess of £5,000.

The run is held in memory of Rich
Walklate (aka Roly) who died of sepsis
in 2018 and, as usual, the route
passed through many of the trails Rich
used to cover with local friends. Three
distances were available — 15, 20 and
40 miles — and the course included
local landmarks, such as Beacon Hill,
Old Winchester Hill, and popular trails
including the Wayfarer’s Walk.

It is by no means an easy route
and yet people who are not seasoned
runners are inspired to “have a go”
and many end up returning every year,
choosing this low-key, yet friendly
event starting in Swanmore and taking
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in its beautiful surroundings. The run is
proud to attract a high proportion of
female entrants — this year 47% of
participants were women; comparable
events may attract just 20%.

It has become a real community
event, with people from the village
pitching up year after year to do their
bit, be it on a checkpoint, road-
crossing, collecting route markings,

including its regular walkers, runners,
volunteers and neighbours. We would
also like to thank Swanmore Parish

Council for its generous grant towards

hall hire this year.
Carlos Brent

Above:Jane
Eynon
= and Victoria
& Wilson
""] still smiling at
: 24 miles.
Left: Jess
Evans, Kirsty
* Thompson,
Holly Burton,
and Jennie
aftera 15
mile epic.
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Swanmore College

A strong start to the year

As the festive season approaches,
Swanmore College is delighted to
share a round-up of the incredible
activities and achievements our pupils
have experienced this autumn. The
start of the academic year has been
exceptionally strong, showcasing the
commitment and collaborative spirit of
our learning community.

This term has seen our pupils
actively engaging with both the

College and the wider community. Our
Bronze Arts Award pupils have been
working closely with Swanmore
Primary School, designing a beautiful
glass mosaic that is now proudly
displayed in the Primary School’'s new
reception area.

Continuing our work within the
community, pupils from our Bronze
Arts Award and the KS3 after-school

Art Club participated in the “Out of the

el Box” community art
¢ project, celebrating the
180th anniversary of St
Barnabas Church; this
project can be viewed in
the Link at the church.
We also prioritised
future planning by hosting
a hugely successful
Careers Fair in October,
welcoming more than 25
representatives from
colleges, universities, and
companies, with many of
our pupils and their

Left: The Langemark
German Military Cemetery
in Belgium on the
Battlefields Trip.

Below left: Year 9 students
with freelance broadcast
producer Grant Coleman,
in a creative writing
workshop.

KS3 English pupils created heir own
messages for Remembrance Day.

families attending. This focus on future
aspiration was supported by
workshops where Year 9 pupils
explored careers in sports journalism
and media, and Year 9 and 10 pupils
engaged in sessions on creative
thinking and entrepreneurship.

We marked World Mental Health
Day on Friday, 10th October, with
pupils participating in activities to
encourage hopeful thinking and learn
techniques for managing stress.
Furthermore, we observed
Remembrance Day with the two-
minutes silence and the Last Post,
proudly supporting the pupils who
wore their full service uniform for
organisations such as Cadets and
Guides.

During the half-term break, a group
of pupils and staff took part in a
moving Battlefields Trip. Highlights
included visiting the Passchendaele
Museum and Tyne Cot Cemetery, and
participating in the Menin Gate
Ceremony. We're proud to say our
pupils were enthusiastic, thoughtful,
and incredibly respectful throughout
the entire experience.

Looking ahead, we are excited to
celebrate the creative talents of our
pupils with our “Evening with the Arts”.
Our dance, drama and music
departments and enrichment activities
will host a wonderful showcase in
December. Always popular, this event
has already sold out.

On behalf of everyone at
Swanmore College, we wish the entire
community a Happy Christmas and a
restful, healthy festive holiday!

Alex Grist
13
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Around the village

Swanmore Conservation Group

Preparing to combat
winter’s rain

We are always in need of new
volunteers as “more hands make light
work”, as we all know, and sadly our
work parties sometimes only consist of
three people. Imagine our delight
when three new volunteers appeared
for our work party in October: an adult
along with their two young children. As
we were moving hoggin that day we
were unsure how much they would be
able to shovel or how long they would
keep going. We needn't have worried:
with the help of the coffee break they
kept going all morning and made a
really big contribution. We were
pleased to get the hoggin delivered in

time for the winter rain as apparently it
is in short supply nationally.

Hopefully the hoggin we spread on
the paths will help keep the steps in
good repair and also keep the worst of
the puddles at bay over the winter. We
have some hoggin left and will use it if
and when new puddles appear.

We have removed the bale of
barley straw from the pond now that
the warmer weather is over. Barley
straw is supposed to help reduce
blanket weed in ponds but with so
much duck weed covering the water
surface we really can't tell how
effective it has been. The area around
the pond has been strimmed in an
attempt to keep it looking more open
and attractive. The work done by the
Parish Council contractors in clearing
the ditch alongside Broad Lane will
hopefully help the water to flow more
freely along the ditch through Green's
Wood and on to the pond, which might
well keep the paths around the kissing
gate behind the pond much drier.

The Parish Council's contractor has
managed to cut the low-lying area of
the Upper Meadow. In all the years
any of our group can remember this
area has always been too wet to cut.
Hopefully cutting down the vegetation
will help the flowers to flourish,
especially our wonderful marsh
orchids. This area has a wonderfully
named phenomenon known as an

ephemeral pond; and after the recent

rain this has
started to
reappear and the
reedy grass

d across the area

Top left: Cleared
drainage ditches
along Broad
=\ Lane.

8y Left: The

'8 ephemeral ponds
will soon
reappear with
winter’s rain.

o )

Newly-laid hoggin on the path.

has begun to look a lot happier than it
did in the hot dry summer.

Over recent months we have had a
great deal of help from Paul Eathorne,
who has done such wonderful work for
the Parish Council all round the
village. Sadly, Paul has now moved
away but in recent months he has
helped us with repairing fences and
board walks around the pond and in
Green's Wood too. We have benefited
greatly from his thorough work across
the three sites we maintain.

Paul has made significant
improvements wherever he has
worked and this has been much
appreciated by us all in the
Conservation Group. The budget
savings to the Parish Council must
have been significant; we will miss you
Paul and not just for the hard work!

Despite our young helpers at the
October work party we are still in need
of more help; there is no commitment
to come every month or to stay for the
whole time. There are no fees to pay
either...

We meet each month at our shed
in the Lower Meadow to choose which
jobs we want to do. Our Workshop is
from 9.45am until 12noon, with a half-
hour coffee break starting at 11am.
Naturally work parties only happen if
the weather is suitable. The next ones
are on 13th December and 9th
January 2026.

Gill Sawyer 01489 894206
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At our September meeting, Kim
Blakeway from action group
Sustainable Waltham Chase and
Swanmore (SWaCS) talked about
reducing our carbon footprint and what
SWaCS does with organisations in our
local community to cut greenhouse
gas emissions.

Kim outlined the main ways to
reduce our carbon footprint, such as
solar panels and the batteries to store
the electricity they generate, heat
pumps to replace boilers, and electric
cars. She asked the audience to
indicate if they had any of these, which
produced a lively debate! Very few had
heat pumps and there was some
scepticism about their practicality in
their present form. However, those
who had solar panels and electric cars
were generally happy with them.

Kim, aided by Dave Smith,
promoted SWaCS’ thermal camera
project and also referred to the "My
Home Made Better" scheme (see p.18
for more on both schemes).

In October, we spent a fascinating
evening discovering the history of the
Solent and “around its shores” in the
company of Duncan Colin-Jones.
Created by rising sea levels some

The Swanmore Society

From cutting carbon to
the Solent’s history

8,000 years ago, which breached the
land bridge between Swanage and the
Isle of Wight, the Solent provides a
particularly safe and sheltered
anchorage, which has been a key
feature throughout its history.

The Romans certainly valued
Magnus Portus, as they knew it —
using Bosham to bring in troops and
supplies to support their invasion of
Britain and then establishing a trade
base in the area. Centuries later,
William the Conqueror also recognised
the Solent’s strategic importance for
his invasion attempt, quickly sending
William FitzOsbern, later Earl of
Hereford, to secure the region in order
to maintain vital links with Normandy.

In 1415, Henry V despatched
12,000 men and 20,000 horses from
these shores before the Battle of
Agincourt, while Henry VIII stamped
his mark on the Solent with eleven
defensive forts, of which Hurst,
Yarmouth, Calshot and
Southsea Castles remain.
And, of couse, we cannot
forget the Solent’s crucial
role in the D-Day landings.
We learnt so much from
Duncan’s absorbing talk.
Left: The Crown Inn’s
exterior hides features from
its Tudor past. Below: Henry

VIII's fort at Calshot Castle
(GFDL CC-BY-SA).

On 10th December we will
welcome award-winning wildlife
photographer David Bailey. Entitled
“Wildlife Wanderings”, his talk will
explain the equipment and time
required to capture images of a wide
variety of species. He will also
entertain us with the stories behind
some of the images, including a
leveret having a bad hare day, fishy
goings on with puffins, otters, deer
rutting, beavers munching and many
other feathery and furry species.

There will even be a quiz with
some unexpected answers... David
will also bring a selection of his books
and cards for sale — something special
for Christmas perhaps?

Moving into the New Year, on 14th
January Penny Copeland will give a
talk on “Tudor and Stuart Houses in
Bishop’s Waltham and beyond”. Often
called “The Great Rebuilding”, this
period saw significant changes in
domestic architecture. Many of these
features can still be seen in the
houses that survive, as Penny will
illustrate with plentiful examples from
our local area.

Our meetings are held in the
Paterson Centre, starting at 8pm.
Visitors are always welcome.

David Street and Caroline Clapperton
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4/ Parish Council Office
3 Tracey Molloy

: Executive Officer
Hollythorns House
New Road
Swanmore, SO32 2NW
Tel: 01489 890651
Email: clerk@swanmore-pc.gov.uk
Web: www.swanmorepc-pc.gov.uk

PUBLIC OPENING TIMES
WEEKDAYS 10am-2pm

Please contact us by email, letter or
phone, or visit us at the office.

SPC Meeting Dates

Council meetings are open to the

public and are held in the Parish

Office, usually starting at 7pm.

There are no committee meetings

during December.

13th January — Planning and
Highways Committee

20th January — Open Spaces and
Amenities Committee

27th January — Full Council

Please contact the Executive Officer

at the Parish Office if you would like

more information.

Welcoming our newest

Council members

We are very pleased to welcome
Hilary Walsh to the Council, filling our
recent Parish Councillor vacancy by
co-option.

Hilary has a solid background in
law and governance and, now retired,
is keen to be more actively involved in
our community. She already
volunteers at the Cygnets baby and
toddler group, which meets weekly
during term time in the Paterson
Centre, and we are delighted to have
her on board.

We have also co-opted Martyn
Davis as a resident member of our
Planning and Highways Committee.
Martyn previously served as a
councillor in Gosport, chaired the
Regulatory Board, and sat on the
Licensing Committee. His experience
will be invaluable as we prepare for
the challenges ahead relating to the
next Local Plan review and future
housing development in Swanmore.
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Paul Eathorne hard at work keeping
the village clean, tidy and well-
maintained.

Farewell to Paul

Last month, we said a heartfelt
farewell to our Parish Maintenance
Officer, Paul Eathorne, who worked
with us for more than two and a half

Gravel Hill crossroads
Swanmore Parish Council has been
working alongside Councillor Malcolm
Wallace to address residents'
concerns about road safety at the
Gravel Hill/ Bishop's Wood Road/
Forest Road junction.

In September we met
representatives from Hampshire
Highways at the junction so that they
could see and understand the issues.
Highways have now completed a
review and started improvement works
in November.

The main change will be the
introduction of “STOP” signs in Forest
Road and Bishop’s Wood Road at the
side junctions. There will also be a
new high-grip road surface,
improvements to road markings and
new more-prominent bollards.

All the existing stop signs with their
inverted triangles and signposts will be
replaced with high-vis yellow backings.

The warning signs, including the
vehicle-activated sign (VAS) on
Bishop's Wood Road, will be updated
to reflect the “STOP” command.

The crossroads are shown on the
diagram below — but the full map
detailing all the planned improvements
can be found on the news pages of
the Parish Council website
www.swanmorepc-pc.gov.uk.

We share everyone's concerns
about this junction and hope that these

years. works will make a real difference.
From the moment he -

joined, Paul hit the ground S1 g

running and never looked //&

back. His dedication and S/ 1 S6 x4

the pride he took in both
his work and our village

were truly remarkable. We 1:;3:.
are deeply grateful for all
his efforts and the positive
impact he made during
his time with us.

We now face the task 51
of filling Paul's shoes in | '

this important role. While
it's certainly a challenge,
we are hopeful that we’'ll
find someone who can
continue the excellent
work he started and help
us keep the village
running smoothly.

*
SEE NOTE
FOR
BOLLARDS
/ / EXISTING
B B VAS
—




From Swanmore Parish Council

Around the village

Christmas lights switch on
The village Christmas lights were due
to be turned on on the 1st December —
just before this issue of the magazine
became available!

The Parish Council wishes
everyone a safe and joyful Christmas
and a happy and healthy New Year.

We’re recruiting

4 Parish Maintenance Support
Role.

4+£15 to £20 per hour, depending
on skills and experience.

4+0One day a week, to be worked
flexibly and by agreement.

40n an employed or self-
employed basis.

Swanmore Parish Council is looking to
recruit a competent, practical person
with a positive, can-do attitude to
perform maintenance and cleaning
tasks around the village.
Main responsibilities:
1.Painting and staining Council-owned
street furniture including benches,
notice boards, planters and bus
shelters.

2.Minor repairs to Council-owned
street furniture including benches,
fences, gates and bus shelters.

3.Sweeping roads, pavements and the
areas around Parish Council owned
property.

4.Clearing footways of vegetation and
cutting back overhanging vegetation.

5.Cleaning signs, street names, bus
shelters, litter bins, benches and
play equipment.

6.Litter picking.

7.Weeding, planting, strimming and
general gardening activities.

Key attributes we are looking for:

4A positive, can-do attitude. We will
provide a comprehensive list of the
sort of tasks we will ask you to do
but we require someone who is able
to be flexible and responsive to
whatever needs to be done in terms
of general village upkeep.

4+Experience of carrying out general
repairs, basic DIY and gardening.

4 Competent in the use of power tools,
ensuring compliance with health and
safety requirements.

4+Good attention to detail.

4+Good communication skills: you will
be working closely with Parish.
Council officers to understand what
needs to be done and to feed back
on maintenance issues.

4+Good customer service skills, you
will be public-acing when out and
about in the village and need to be
approachable and diplomatic.

The Council will provide safety
gear, signage, and tools and
equipment where necessary.

For further information and to
request an application pack please
email Tracey Molloy, Executive
Officer, clerk@swanmore-pc.gov.uk or
telephone 01489 890651.

Swanmore Parish Council is an
Equal Opportunities Employer and
welcomes applications from all
sections of the community.

Closing date for receipt of
completed applications is 5pm on 5th
December 2025.

We aim to hold interviews in the
week commencing 15th December
2025 with the newly recruited person
starting work in January 2026.

SWacCS

Mild weather
delays thermal
camera use

The third Swanmore thermal imaging
camera season has launched but at
the time of writing the weather hasn’t
been cold enough for it to be loaned
out for surveys.

Sustainable Waltham Chase and
Swanmore sends out the camera free
of charge each winter to enable
people in the parish to find out how
well their homes are heated: does
your house hold onto its heating or
does it leak out? The photos are a
great way to find out whether you can
make some simple changes to boost
the cosiness of your house and help
save on fuel bills too.

Once you’ve done a survey and
have an idea of any issues, two
members of our community volunteers
are “energy champions” and can
provide information on energy
efficiency, insulation and renewable
energy.

Owing to mild weather into
November we have a waiting list for
the camera, but contact us via our
website swacs.co.uk or email
info@swacs.co.uk to borrow the
camera or to arrange to speak with our
energy champions.

We are also supporting “My Home
Made Better”, a charity-implemented
scheme run across Hampshire,
backed by local councils and funded
by the Energy Redress Scheme.

You can contact them at https://
myhomemadebetter.org for a free and
impartial full-home consultation. There
is no sales pitch involved, just the
chance to speak with an expert —
we've tried it and it was really helpful!

SWaCS held its annual general
meeting in November. followed by
lunch; our thanks to the team at The
Rising Sun for hosting us.

And finally, a very happy Christmas
and New Year to you all. As we head
into the festivities we hope that you
too will remember to reduce, reuse
and recycle wherever possible.

Kim Blakeway
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Local history

The Cobbetts Part 1

William Cobbett — journalist
and political reformer

One of the more recent roads in Swanmore is Cobbett Close,
named for the family of the noted eighteenth century
polemicist William Cobbett, whose brothers were associated
with Swanmore and Droxford. In this part of their story
Crawford Wright focusses on William Cobbett up to 1810.

The four Cobbett brothers — George,
Thomas, William and Anthony — were
born in Farnham to George Cobbett, a
farmer, and his wife Anne Vincent
between 1761 and 1764. Their father
ensured that they had a basic
education in reading, writing and
arithmetic and he took them to cricket
matches and hop fairs.

Of the four, William — who would
become a pamphleteer, journalist,
radical politician and farmer —is
perhaps best remembered today as
the author of Rural Rides, recounting
his various journeys around Britain.
His story may be the most remarkable
— but it is other members of the family
who lived in Swanmore that are also
remembered at Cobbett Close.

As a child, William, born in March
1763, would be out at daybreak
scaring the crows and anything that
might spoil his father’s crops. This
rising early was a habit that stayed
with him his whole life. By his teens he

Y TheLiife of WILLIAM-COBBETT ,  written by himself
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was capable of sowing, harvesting and
all other work relating to farming.

So how did William journey from
relative obscurity to become one of the
most notable — some would say
notorious — men in England?
Someone who dined with the Prime
Minister and was offered the editorship
of The Times; a prolific writer and
publisher and the originator of
Hansard?

In May 1783 William left the family
farm and caught the Guildford coach
to London. He initially found
employment at Gray’s Inn as clerk to
an attorney, working from 5am to 8pm,
but within a few months he had
enlisted in the army and set sail with
his regiment — the 54th (West Norfolk)
Regiment of Foot — for New Brunswick
in Canada to endure a long winter with
temperatures as low as -40°C. Despite
the cold William loved Canada,
particularly the farmers and their
simple life as well as its great forests
and rivers stocked with
salmon. His abilities within
the army were quickly
recognised, making him the
regimental clerk
responsible for the
accounts, letters and
payroll for which he was
| promoted to Sergeant
Major. It was here he met
“ his future wife Anne Reid
© (1774-1848); they were
married in 1792 after his

_ James Gillray (died 1815),
published the spoof “The
life of William Cobbett -

s written by himself” in
1809. This illustration
imagines William in the
army.

return to England and would have six
children between 1795 and 1807.

Back in England

William returned to England in 1791
obtaining his discharge from the Army,
despite their reluctance to lose him,
even offering promotion to Ensign. He
then prepared a case for corruption in
the Army relating to money being
stolen from the ordinary soldiers and
diverted to the officers. A month before
his marriage to Anne, this corruption
case was sent to Sir George Young
the Secretary of State for War on 14th
January 1792. William knew that he
could not ask any soldier to support
him as they would soon face a charge
that would result in a flogging. He also
realised that he was up against the
establishment of the ruling class and
could face transportation to Botany
Bay.

Thus William and his new wife
went to France in the spring of 1792
where the revolution was at its peak
and Louis XVI would soon be sent to
the guillotine. France was at war with
Austria and foreigners were not
welcome so in September William and
his wife sailed from Le Havre to
America.

From 1793 he lived in Philadelphia,
earning a living teaching French
people English and translating texts
from French into English. He also set
up a successful newspaper called the
Porcupine Gazette. After the War of
Independence there was considerable
anti-British feeling, which Cobbett
countered with pro-British pamphlets
that were widely circulated.

Eventually, after being successfully
sued for libel, in 1800 Cobbett and his
family fled first to Nova Scotia and
then to Falmouth to avoid the $8,000
fine and legal costs.

His fame for standing up for Britain
whilst in America was widely
appreciated by the British Government
and he was invited to dine with Prime
Minister William Pitt the Younger and
other senior members of the
Government.

His literary and editing skills were
recognised and he was offered
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editorship of The Times but declined,
since he regarded all newspapers of
the day as instruments of the
government and the corrupt ruling
class. So he set up his own
newspaper, The Porcupine, followed a
few months later by the far more
successful The Political Register,
which soon sold 2,000 copies each
week and would continue until
Cobbett’s death.

Parliamentary publishing
From 1804 Cobbett embarked on a
massive programme of publishing The
Parliamentary History of England, from
1066 to 1803 in some 32 volumes.
These were soon accompanied by
reports of more contemporary events
as Cobbett's Parliamentary Debates
from 1803. Like the History these were
published by Thomas Curson
Hansard. Financial difficulties forced
William to sell his share of the
business to Hansard in 1812 — with
these “unofficial accounts” gradually
becoming the verbatim reports we
know today as Hansard.

In 1805 William and his family
moved to Hampshire, buying Botley
House, a substantial building
overlooking the river and close to the
bridge. The river at that time was
navigable up to Botley Mill. He thought
that Botley was a delightful place to
bring up a family, and spent more time
with his children — four of them by then
aged ten, eight, five and two —
teaching them drawing, writing,
arithmetic and debating.

In October 1805 William acquired
Cock Street Farm, which was then in
the parish of Droxford and became
Cott Street Farm, for his elder brother

: William sold his
Parliamentary Debates share of
“Cobbett’s
Parliamentary
Debates” to
Thomas
Hansard in
1812 who then
republished
them under his
own name.

THE YEAR
s

TO THE PRESENT TINE

Botley House
acquired by
William Cobbett
in 1805.

Thomas and
his family.
Thomas had
married
Martha
Honey in
Gosport and
they would
have nine
children. The
following year
William acquired other farms including
Raglington Farm in Droxford (now in
Shedfield off the A334) and Fairthorn
Manor of 249 acres (off the Botley/
Burridge Road, A3051).

A hard master

William was not an easy man to work
for and unwilling to pay his workers in
coin, so they were often paid in flour.
William considered this reasonable
since he sold the flour at wholesale
prices.

In 1809 he hired a 15-year-old boy
named Jesse Burgess to clean out his
stables and look after the horses.
Being himself an early riser, when
William found the boy still in bed he
scolded him. This happened on a
number of occasions, so Jesse
absconded and returned home to
Droxford, although he was legally
bound to stay in his workplace.

William obtained a warrant from a
Southampton magistrate that required
the arrest of Jesse and his return to
Botley. So Jesse, with his mother and
brother, walked from Droxford to
Botley, where mother and brother
were also arrested for collusion in
Jesse’s escape. They were sent to
Southampton and released on the
basis that they would bring Jesse to
Southampton. William offered no help
and they had to walk back to Droxford.

Unfortunately for William, Jesse’s
brother worked for Richard Goodlad of
Hill Place, Swanmore, who was a
magistrate and advised that they had
a case for wrongful arrest and to ask
for £1,000 in damages. He advised

them to use William Gunner of
Bishop’s Waltham as their attorney.

The case came up at Winchester
and William Cobbett was found guilty
and paid a fine. The prosecution
asked for a fine of £333-6s-8d
(£333.33); the jury said he should only
pay £3-6s-8d (£3.33) The real damage
was to his credibility as one who
professed to support the poor. For the
government newspapers this was an
opportunity to denigrate William by
showing him as claiming to support
the poor while acting as their
oppressor.

In 1809 William was the instigator
of a new toll road from Titchfield to
Twyford via Botley, Fair Oak, and
Fisher’s Pond and then on into
Winchester. The Act for this was
passed by Parliament in 1810. The
new road would increase trade to the
distinct detriment of Bishop’s Waltham.
It also ran close to William’s farms
allowing him to get his farm produce
and timber to market.

At that time the road from Bishop’s
Waltham to Winchester ran via
Beeches Hill and Stephen’s Castle
Down, a rather torturous route. Part of
Cobbett’s new road would also run
through the outer parts of Bishop’s
Waltham, so not only would the village
lose trade but it would also have to
pay for the upkeep of the road that ran
through the parish.

The government was still anxious
to stop William’s publications and also
to ruin him financially.

Their opportunity soon came.

To be continued

Crawford Wright
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Christinas is coming!
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lllustration from the 18903
Panto time

He’s behind you!

Christmas is, of course, panto time. It
may be an art form that originated in
ancient Greece and thrived during the
sixteenth century as ltaly’'s Commedia
dell’Arte, but today it has become a
largely British mixture of songs, jokes,
slapstick comedy and dancing that
delights both children and adults alike.
If, after enjoying SADS’ “Once
upon a time”, you're after more
pantomime during the festive season
there is plenty of choice on offer.
4+Imagine Theatre’s production of
“Beauty and the Beast” is at
Fareham Live from 2nd December to
4th January. Tickets from £13.75.
4+ “Puss in Boots” is at the Theatre
Royal Winchester from 29th
November to 4th January. Tickets
from £16.50.
4+ At the Mayflower in Southampton is
“The Pantomime Adventures of
Peter Pan” — probably rather
different from the usual versions of
Barrie’s famous story. The show
runs from 13th December to 4th
January with tickets from £19.50.
4+Kings Portsmouth has Pompey
Panto’s production of “Aladdin” — the
show runs from 5th to 31st
December, and tickets are from £10.
+“Snow White” at Arden Theatre,
Titchfield is from 12th to 30th
December — complete with seven
dwarves and a poisoned apple.
Tickets from £15.
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Boxing Day walk
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Time for some fresh air ;.4 5

After family and feasting on Christmas
Day, for many people Boxing Day — if
the weather holds — is for left overs
and long walks. Swanmore is blessed
with plenty of footpaths and easy
access to the countryside so no need
to drive miles to find some greenery.
Tracks are well marked throughout the
village.

Most residents already have their
favourites, but newcomers might like
to follow our suggested Boxing Day
stroll, which will take up to an hour. It's
mostly kissing gates and easy walking
— although if there is much rain prior to
Christmas then parts of Jervis Court
Lane may still be under water, so
wellingtons are recommended.

There may be livestock in some
fields, so keep dogs on leads and
under control .Always keep strictly to
the footpaths — especially when
crossing the big field at the start and
end of the walk.

1. From the village centre take the
footpath next to the Primary School
and go through the kissing gate into
the large field.

2. Where the footpaths cross turn left
and go through a kissing gate onto

\NS_CO
e

a short track through a wooded
area to reach Hampton Hill.

. Turn right and go up the hill to a

footpath on the left just before you
reach Well Lane; go through th e
kissing gate and.continue past the
Quaker Burial Ground to the
junction with Jervis Court Lane.

. Turn left and almost immediately

right through a field gate and uphill
to the next kissing gate. Don’t go
through the gate but turn left along
a fence to another kissing gate; go
through and continue in the same
direction along a line of trees.

. Turn left and follow the track as it

crosses the field diagonally to take
you back to Jervis Court Lane. Turn
left and return along the lane (which
can be wet at times) to the junction
with Park Lane.

. Turn left and continue uphill towards

the junction with Vicarage Lane on
your right by the old village green.

. Turn right and continue along

Vicarage Lane to reach the kissing
gate at the top of the big field
crossed earlier. Go through the gate
and follow the footpath to return to
the village centre.

 Upper
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Seen and heard

Starling — beast or beauty?

The starling (Sturnus vulgaris) is a
red-listed species. In other words, it is
considered vulnerable to extinction.
Hard to believe when you see a horde
of them squabbling over the bird
feeders in the garden. Even harder
when you watch them in their
hundreds perform spectacular aerial
displays, known as murmurations,
before they head for their communal
roosts in the winter evenings.

Yet data clearly show that the
starling is in sharp decline, with the UK
breeding population falling by 82%
between 1970 and 2022. The RSPB’s
Big Garden Birdwatch showed the
lowest ever starling numbers in UK
gardens in January 2025 since the
survey began in 1979.

In my Swanmore garden numbers
of starlings have fluctuated over the

years. Between 2011 and 2014 |
recorded no starlings at all in the
garden, but numbers have since
recovered to some extent, and there
are certainly small flocks of starlings
evident around the village. However,
the picture nationally does not look
good. Perhaps their scientific species
name vulgaris, meaning common, is
no longer apt.

The reason for the starling’s

decline is not entirely clear, but a lower

survival rate of youngsters after
fledging seems to be significant, linked
to reduced insect prey availability,
especially soil-dwelling invertebrates
like leatherjackets. Hotter, drier
summers, alongside pesticide use and
restricted areas suitable for foraging
may all be to blame.

Couple this with a lack of nesting

v

Above right:
Starling in
breeding
plumage.

Left: Typical
aggressive
behaviour by

the feeding
table.

Bottom left:
Starling
digging for
grubs in a
lawn.

two starlings at

sites due to the design of modern
housing and it seems likely that
starlings are under pressure on many
fronts. If we wish to reverse the
starling decline we can allow our
lawns to be a little wilder to encourage
their insect prey, plant berry-bearing
shrubs for autumn food, and provide
appropriate supplementary food in
winter. We can also be more tolerant
of them using nooks and crannies
around our houses to nest.

Should we care if we lose our
starlings?

They seem to provoke contrasting
reactions from people. We admire
their mass aerial acrobatics yet not the
mess they make when they choose to
roost in suburban groups of trees. We
can marvel at their iridescent greens
and purples in the breeding season, or
their star-spangled plumage (hence
their name) in the winter.

But we are not so impressed with
their bullying behaviour at our bird
feeders. We can be amused by their
wheezes, whistles and clicks as they
call from the rooftops, and their ability
to mimic other bird species with their
vocal dexterity. But this contrasts with
their rapid waddling gait and their
stubby triangular wings in flight.

Starlings — beasts or beauties?
Whichever way you lean, surely it
would be a shame to lose these
colourful characters from our
neighbourhoods.

Marcus Charig
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C {7 all the trees thatare in
In the hedgerows

e wood,the  hol - !y l)em the crown.

Of all the trees that are
in the wood...

For centuries before Prince Albert
introduced Germany’s fir “Christmas
tree” to British households, the
seasonal tree of choice to decorate
winter feasts had been the holly (llex
aquifolium) — with its bright red berries
twinkling in the candlelight during the
dark days of Yule.

Hollies are generally dioecious with
separate male and female trees. While
the female trees bear the berries, the
flowers of the males are said to have
the better scent.

Traditionally the holly boughs
would be brought into the house on
Christmas Eve. An early church edict
prevented any earlier decoration,
since bringing the boughs in too early
could lead to accusations of
celebrating Saturnalia instead — the
Roman festival of the god Saturn that
began on the 17th December and

generally lasted for seven days. Holly
was sacred to Saturn and houses
would be decorated with holly in his
honour; more than 1,500 years later
the herbalist Nicholas Culpeper
(1616—1654) still put holly “under
Saturn” in his astrological classification
of plants.

Culpeper linked holly to Saturn for,
as he put it, “Saturn loves his bones”,
claiming that “Both the bark of the tree
and the leaves are excellent good
being used in fomentations for broken
bones”. Pliny (AD 23-79) is equally
enthusiastic quoting a tradition that:
“The leaves of the holly, crushed and
with the addition of salt, are good for
diseases of the joints”.

In his Natural History, Pliny records
that “A holly tree planted in a town
house or country house keeps off
magical influences”. It was another
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tradition that passed down the
centuries with the belief that holly in
the house during winter’s darkness
would keep evil spirits away while
providing a safe haven for the “good
faeries” to shelter between its
protective thorns. The prickly leaves
were also believed to have formed
Christ’'s crown of thorns.

The Romans also believed that a
holly tree near the house would
prevent it from being struck by
lightning. Today, it is still an often
quoted theory with the spiky leaves
acting as mini-lightning rods, while
others suggest that the spikiness
helps to dissipate the static electricity
in the air associated with thunder
storms. The holly tree was also linked
to Thor, the thunder god: his sacred
colour was red so those bright red
berries in a dull winter landscape
would have been an obvious
connection that would (people hoped)
prevent him from hurling thunderbolts
in the tree’s direction.

Pliny also recommended the
berries as a remedy for “menstruation,
coeliac trouble, dysentery and
cholera”. This is certainly not one to try
at home as the berries — while eaten
safely by birds — can be violently
purgative and emetic. In some people
the effect is almost immediate with
excessive vomiting following ingestion
of even a few berries.

Trapping birds
Holly wood is hard and white. While
popular with wood carvers it isn’'t great
as logs for a wood-burning stove and
may smoulder slowly for days; smaller
branches, though, can be quite useful
on an open fire. The inner bark, was,
however, once popular for making
birdlime. Buried in moist earth for a
couple of weeks and then pounded to
make a sticky paste, the substance
was then washed and mixed with
goose fat to form a plaster-like
covering for treating broken animal
limbs. Rather less pleasantly it was
also spread on branches, ensuring
any bird who landed there would be
stuck on the sticky substance.
According to Maud Grieve’s A
Modern Herbal — written in the 1930s
— holly was once so abundant in the
Lake District that making birdlime was
a profitable industry with quantities
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Above: Flowering ivy in September.
Below: Holly berries in November.

shipped to the East Indies, where it
was used to catch destructive insects.

Holly leaves contain small amounts
of theobromine and have sometimes
been used as a substitute when
making tea. Its South American cousin
llex paraguariensis — better known as
yerba maté — is rather better as a tea
substitute: rich in caffeine, it has
become a popular energy drink.

Holly may “bear the crown” but the
old Christmas carol also adds ivy to
the “trees in the wood” — not that many
think of ivy (Hedera helix), scrambling
over our hedges, as a tree. Left
undisturbed, however, a long-lived ivy
plant stem can eventually become
12ins/30cm in diameter.

While holly’s berries gleam red,
ivy’s are a dull black; but, like holly, it
is evergreen so in winter when our
native deciduous trees are reduced to
bare branches, it provides a welcome
splash of green in woods and field
borders. With holly it is also a regular
component of Christmas wreaths; the
long stems can be plaited to form the
base of this annual decoration or

bunches of the dark berries can be
wired in to join the red holly ones. lvy
also flowers late in the year so is an
important autumn food source for bees
and butterflies.

Although ivy may cover a tree, it is
not a parasite, attaching itself to the
tree by sucker feet; these can
penetrate the bark, which is what
causes the damage. A large amount of
ivy at the top of a tree can also
destabilise it in winter winds or
smother any attempts at new growth in
the spring.

In praise of Bacchus

Ivy, too, had its role as a crown: this
time of Dionysus the Greek god of
wine — Bacchus to the Romans. Ivy
was his sacred plant and binding one’s
head with ivy leaves was thought to
prevent intoxication. Drinking a tea of
ivy leaves would also counter the
effects of too much wine as would
drinking it from an ivy wood goblet.

Trailing ivy leaves soon became
recognised as the sign of a wine store
or ale house — a tradition that
continued for centuries with old
English taverns often using the ivy
bush as a sign that their liquors were
excellent. The saying “Good wine
needs no bush” suggests that the ivy
bush sign wasn’t the only guarantee of
a decent glass.

Ivy was also seen as a symbol of
fidelity and in ancient Greece newly-
weds would be presented with ivy
wreaths. As with holly it was also used
to decorate the house in winter — a
practice also banned by the early
church because of its pagan
associations.

Ivy wood is soft and very porous,
and the ancients thought it had the

This year saw plenty of holly berries.

property of separating wine from water
by filtration; in fact, the wood only
absorbs the colour of the liquid as it
passes through the pores. Apart from
guaranteeing sobriety, drinks from ivy
cups were also believed to cure
children of whooping cough. If it grew
abundantly around a house then the
occupants would prosper; but if it
withered and died disaster would
follow.

Ivy also has other uses. A black
dye can be made from the berries,
while a decoction of the leaves was
used in the past to remove the shine
from suit lapels and cuffs. Although ivy,
like holly, is no longer used
medicinally, the Anglo-Saxons found
some applications for it. Perhaps
echoing earlier links to Dionysus, a
brew of ivy leaves was regarded as a
hangover cure, while a distillate of the
plant was used in a recipe for a
curative porridge.

Ivy juice also figured in some very
early (and rather lethal-sounding)
anaesthetic remedies to ease pain in
surgery — definitely not one to try at
home. It was regarded as a female
plant in contrast to the maleness of
holly and Hildegard of Bingen
recommended it for menstrual
problems.

Best to ignore the early herbalists
and leave ivy to embrace holly in your
Christmas wreath.
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Nature conservation

Encouraging sand martins
in Bishop’s Waltham

An exciting project is underway at
Bishop’s Waltham North Pond to
create nesting sites for the sand
martins that are regularly seen at the
pond in spring.

The pond is managed by the
Bishop’s Waltham North Pond
Conservation Group, which is a
registered charity, and between
September and March the group’s
work parties meet on Saturday
mornings to carry out maintenance
and clear willow from the pond.

In collaboration with the
conservation group, the artificial sand
martin bank is being constructed
facing the viewing area along
Winchester Road. Local birder Adrian
“Ady” Smith is helping drive the
project.

Sand martins are small, migratory
birds that travel thousands of miles
from Africa to breed in the UK each
spring. They nest in colonies, digging
tunnels into sandy banks and quarry

walls —a natural habitat that is

becoming increasingly scarce due to
erosion, development and land use
changes.

By providing artificial nesting sites,
we can help support their population,
offer safe places to breed, and
contribute to the conservation of a
species that's both fascinating to
watch and ecologically important.

Sand martins, much like swifts,
swallows and house martins, are
aerial feeders that love to feed over
water, catching insects on the wing,
and their aerial displays as they feed
over water are a sure sign that
summer is on its way!

That makes North Pond the perfect
location — not only is it an ideal habitat
for the birds, but it also offers great
viewing opportunities for visitors and
bird lovers. Sand martins are regularly
seen over the pond from March each
year, but the pond offers no suitable
nesting habitat. A GoFundMe site was

Sand martin
(Riparia riparia)

set up to finance the project and
raised £850 within a week — it
demonstrated an amazing amount of
generosity and interest from local
people and will cover all our costs. All
the timber and nesting chambers, in
the form of drainage pipe, has been
donated by Rob Matthews of Viking
Projects.

Ady and | have been humbled by
these donations and the numbers who
have contributed. It is a real
community project that people can see
as they walk and drive by knowing
they have helped a fantastic
conservation project. A big thank you
to Barry Jerome, Chairman of the
North Pond Conservation Group, for
his help and support and to Dan
Koralewski from the Welding Corner in

Far left: Aaron
assembling the bank’s
frame. Left: A finished
sand martin bank at
the Unstead Wetlands
Reserve. Below: RSPB
Langford Lowfields
sand martin bank
attracted nesters within
three weeks. Opposite
page: Artificial sand
martin bank at
Cotswold Water Park.
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Curdridge for welding our frame. We
are still looking for an expert to help us
render the structure when complete.

Modular structure

Artificial sand martin banks have been
successful at Arunde Wetlands and
Blashford Lakes locally. Our design is
a timber carcass supported by a
scaffolding frame that will hold 48
nesting chambers. When complete our
sand martin bank will be about 3m/10ft
long by 1m/3ft wide by 1.2m/4ft high.
The scaffolding frame has been
secured by auguring holes into the
clay/silt pond bed and dropping into
position, with the finished level of the
bank around 30cm/1ft above the 1m/
3ft water depth gauge situated at the
sluice gate.

The temporary structure is a
modular build and can be maintained
during the periods when the water
dissipates from the pond. It will also
have rear access allowing volunteers
and bird ringers to check on breeding
success.

The exterior will be clad in plywood
and rendered to a natural looking
sandy cliff face finish. There will be a
solar-powered call system that will
play the calls of sand martins to
encourage them in. This design has
proven effective at many sites
including RSPB and WWT wetland
reserves.

We hope that the bank will be

A well-deserved award
Ady Smith was presented with the
Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife
Trust’s “Individual Action for Nature
Award” at the trust’s “Wilder Awards”
ceremony on 25th October for his
work in developing Bishop’s
Waltham impressive numbers of
nesting swifts and building hundreds
of swift boxes. He is pictured above
receiving the award from wildlife
television presenter and HIWWT
President Megan McCubbin.

ready to welcome sand martins back
to Bishop’s Waltham in March 2026. It
may take a year of prospecting by the
birds before they begin to use the nest
site — and hopefully will then do so for
many years to come.

Aaron Burgess

wildlife
Rustles in the leaves

As autumn brings misty mornings and
crisp evenings, one of our most
familiar garden visitors — the European
hedgehog (Erinaceus europaeus) — is
preparing for its long winter sleep.

Often called the gardener’s best
friend, hedgehogs are expert nocturnal
foragers. They emerge at dusk to
snuffle through long grass, flowerbeds,
leaf litter, and vegetable patches in
search of worms, beetles, slugs, and
other invertebrates, making them
natural pest controllers. Hedgehogs
have a keen sense of smell and a
remarkable ability to remember the
location of abundant food sources.

Solitary creatures for most of the
year, they roam several miles each
night in search of food and mates,
coming together only during the
breeding season in late spring and
early summer.

As temperatures drop, they retreat
to sheltered spots such as under
sheds, log piles, or dense shrubs,
creating a nest of leaves and twigs
known as a hibernaculum. Inside, their
heartbeat slows dramatically and their
body temperature drops, allowing
them to survive for months without
food.

Once a common sight in gardens
across the UK, numbers have declined
sharply over recent decades. Habitat
loss, pesticide use, and busy roads
have all taken their toll, leaving
hedgehogs struggling to find safe
places to feed and hibernate.

Fortunately, small actions at home
can make a big difference. Hampshire
& Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust
recommends that leaving areas of
long grass, creating safe corridors
between gardens, and avoiding
harmful chemicals all help provide the
refuge hedgehogs need. With a bit of
care and community effort, we can
help ensure hedgehogs remain a
welcome part of our gardens for
generations to come. You can find out
more about hedgehogs on the HIWWT
website: hiwwt.org.uk/wildlife-explorer/
mammals/

Helen Skelton-Smith
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Around the district

From our district councillors

A turning point for
transport in Hampshire?

In 2024, more than 9.6 billion vehicle
miles were travelled on Hampshire’s
roads — a 1.5% increase on the
previous year, and nearly back to pre-
pandemic levels. It’'s a striking figure,
and one that reflects what many of us
experience daily: busy roads, long
queues, and growing frustration.

As councillors, we are regularly
contacted by residents about traffic
volume, speeding, and the lack of
viable alternatives to driving.

These aren’t abstract policy issues
— they’re real, everyday challenges.
From the gentleman who queues
every morning just to exit his close, to
those without cars struggling to reach
hospitals or shops, the impact is felt
across our communities.

Yet despite this, most of the
funding in the new South East regional
transport strategy is still being directed

Our Winchester and
Hants Councillors

4+Malcolm Wallace 07739 050224
mwallace@winchester.gov.uk
malcolm.wallace@hants.gov.uk

+Danny Lee 07896 644504
dlee@winchester.gov.uk

4+Suzanne White 07944 010909
swhite3@winchester.gov.uk

A

Malcolm Wallace =
who is also our HCC
councillor.

¥
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Suzanne White
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towards building more roads — even

though we know that more roads often

lead to more traffic. There is a better

way. What we actually need are:

<+smarter road design,

+better buses and trains, and

+safe, accessible walking and cycling
routes

In short, infrastructure that gives
people real options; and when we do
that, we don’t just improve connectivity
and tackle social exclusion, we also
reduce fraffic for those who genuinely
need to drive.

Here’s the good news: change is
coming.

In May 2026, our region will elect a
new regional mayor, who will take over
responsibility for transport strategy.
This presents a huge opportunity to
rethink how we plan and invest in
transport — moving away from
outdated twentiethth-century solutions
and towards a system that is efficient,
inclusive, and sustainable.

The new mayor will have the power
to:
4+Set regional transport priorities.

4 Allocate funding to public transport,
walking, and cycling infrastructure.
4+Work with councils and communities

to deliver joined-up solutions.

This is our chance to advocate for
a transport system that puts people —
not just vehicles — at the heart of

planning. Imagine what we could
achieve if even a portion of road-
building funds were redirected to
better buses, safer cycle paths, and
walkable communities. The impact
could be transformative.

We will continue to push for these
changes — and we encourage
residents to engage with the mayoral
election, ask questions, and make
your voices heard. Together, we can
shape a transport future that works for
everyone.

In the meantime, we will continue
to convene our Transport and Travel
Forum for Parish Councils. The aim is
to identify common issues and
concerns across Meon Valley parishes
that could benefit from shared thinking
and collaborative action — both
between parishes and with Hampshire
County Council, Winchester City
Council, and the South Downs
National Park Authority.

Let’'s keep working together to
make transport in our region safer,
fairer, and more sustainable.
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From our MP

Putting pressure
on government

It's all too easy to become
disillusioned with politics when it
seems like nothing ever gets done; but
it has been fantastic to win important
policy changes this year.

For too long, our country has been
in a mental health crisis. Serving on
the committee for the Mental Health
Bil with my colleagues we have made
a differentce and put forward
amendments to ensure the Bill was
the best it could be.

It is vital that we support carers and
thanks to our amendments, for the first
time ever, young carers supporting
parents with a severe mental iliness
will get the help they need.

I've been outraged at the lack of
care shown towards our chalk streams
by Southern Water, but the
campaigning pressure we’ve been
putting on the industry and
government has started to pay off. It
was announced that Ofwat will be
replaced and there will be new powers
to fine water firms committing
environmental offences. We must now
ensure that whatever replaces Ofwat
is fit for purpose and actually holds the
companies to account.

While our campaigning pressure
has yielded success in some areas,
we still need to keep fighting in others.
| recently spoke with farmers from
across the Meon Valley who have told
me about the pressures they're facing
from inflation and the aftermath of the
record dry summer we've just come
through. The government’s new taxes
on farms will fail to hit the super-rich
tax-avoiders who use farmland as a
loophole and will instead just force real
farmers out of business. Farmers are
the backbone of rural communities,
and have been taken for granted for
too long, so it's more important than
ever that we back British farms.

If there is anything | can help you
with, please get in touch at
danny.chambers.mp@parliament.uk

Danny Chambers MP

Waltham Ramblers

Plenty of walks this winter

A selection of organised walks by the
Waltham Group of the Ramblers is
shown below, with meeting venue and
leader’s contact number. Newcomers
are welcome but please contact the
leader beforehand in case of changes.
4+Sunday 7th December — East Meon
via Park Hill and Ramsdean,
7.7miles, bring a picnic lunch, Karen
07921 616142. Start: 10am. Meet in
the car park in Workhouse Lane,
GU32 1PF.
4+Wednesday 10 December—
Meonstoke via Droxford, 5.6miles,
Gill and lan 07789 768579. Start:
10am. Meet in the Meon Hall car
park (£1 for parking), SO32 3NP.
4Sunday 14th December — Durley via
Durley Mill and Greenwood, 8miles,
bring a picnic lunch, Julia 07714
622668. Start: 10am. Park and meet
in the layby next to Durley Primary
School field, SO32 2AR.
4+Wednesday 17th December —
Titchfield via Meon Shore, 5miles,
Phil 07768 463752. Start: 10am.
Park and meet in the Community
Centre car park, Mill Street,
PO14 4TJ.
4+Sunday 21st December —
Bishopstoke via Brambridge, 7miles,

bring a picnic lunch, Andy 07449
447247. Start: 10am. Park and meet
in the car park off Sewell Drive,
SO50 6JS.

4+Wednesday 7th January —
Southwick via Boarhunt, 4.8miles,
Gill and lan 07789 768579. Start:
10am. Meet in the car park behind
The Golden Lion pub, PO17 6EB.

4+Wednesday 14th January — West
Meon via Lippen Wood, 5miles,
Gareth 07867 523049. Start: 10am.
Meet in the village hall car park,
Headon View, GU32 1LH.

4+Wednesday 21st January — Upham
via Lower Upham and Street End,
5.5miles, Clive 07584 243885. Start:
10am. Park by the duck pond or in
Church Street to meet at the duck
pond, SO32 1JH.

4+Wednesday 28th January — Hamble-
le-Rice via Hamble Quay and Royal
Victoria Country Park, 5miles, Phil
07768 463752. Start: 10am. Meet in
the car park for Mount Pleasant
Recreation Ground off Hamble Lane,
S0O31 4ND.

For further information about
Waltham Ramblers, email
delia.rampton@talktalk.net

Delia Rampton

Meon Valley Lions

Sending Santa on his rounds

Meon Valley Lions will be updating
on social media where Santa and his
sled will be out collecting this month.
Our recent projects have included

serving burgers and sausages at the
Wickham Beer Festival in early
October and enabling the Newton
and Soberton Guides to purchase
new challenge books to help them
obtain badges. The books contain
details of numerous challenge
badges and explain how to earn
them.

Carole Dash

Right: Guides catch up with their
next challenges thanks to the Lions.




Around the district

Meon Valley U3A

Meetings on the move

The Meon Valley U3A will be changing
its meeting venue at the end of this
year, swapping the Wickham
Community Centre for the Our Lady
Queen of Apostles Church Hall in
Martin Street, Bishop’s Waltham,
S0O32 1DN.

Meetings will continue to be held
on the first and third Tuesdays of each
month at 2pm.

Next on the schedule are:

4 2nd December — Dr John Watkins
on “Fixing broken hearts — from
garlic to gene therapy”. John was a
top cardiologist at Queen Alexandra
Hospital in Cosham for many years.

4+ 16th December — Glyn Edwards
offers you his traditional Christmas
Quiz (hopefully not the same one).
Doubtless there will be a bit of

Christmas cheer to lubricate the
meninges.
Both these meetings are still at
Wickham but the two in January will
move to Bishop’s Waltham.
4+ 6th January — Jenny Chase will talk
about “Operation fortress: the drug
story”. Jenny will explain her family
fight against drug addiction.

4+ 20th January — David Gane will talk
about “The Story of Life”. Sounds
enigmatic? Come and find out.

Everybody is welcome; guests will
have an especially warm welcome.
(Guests pay £2 to defray speaker
costs.) Tea and biscuits are provided
after the talks and we always have
pre-loved books for charitable sale.

Lyndon Palmer — 07881 991763
lyndonplmr@gmail.com

Waltham Priory Probus

Looking ahead to 2026 meetings

On 4th November, members and their
guests gathered for their monthly
meeting at Brook House and enjoyed
a presentation by our own member
Kay Corke on “A History of
Pantomime” followed by lunch. Many
thanks to Kay for her fascinating view
into an entertainment that we have all
enjoyed during our lives.
Future events include:
4+2nd December — Christmas Party
with Jennifer Parker Lumis.
4+13th January — Burns lunch with
speaker Mike Read on “Wildlife of
the Scottish Mainland”.
43rd February — Oliver Atkinson on
“The Meonside Farm beaver

reintroduction project”.

Waltham Priory Probus is a mixed
club of men and women. We are
currently able to accept some new
members. If you would like to start
each new month with some fun and
entertainment followed by lunch join
us on the first Tuesday morning of
every month at Brook House, Botley.
Please contact our secretary on
01489 789039 or email
ailsajen15@gmail.com for details.

Martin Cooke

Below: It is hoped Meonside Farm’s
beavers will increase biodiversity -
learn more in February!

Coastwatch in action — learn more at
the January meeting.

Bishop’s Waltham WI
After the party it’s
time to 4jingle’

We had a delightful 60th Birthday

celebration on Tuesday 21st October.

Members and visitors were
entertained by The Dolly Mixtures, a
popular and lively a capella group.
They sang music from the 1960s
onwards, including favourites from The
Beach Boys, Mamas and Papas, and
The Beatles.

We enjoyed a buffet, including a
delicious celebration cake, together
with prosecco and fruit juices. It was a
very happy celebration!

Our next meetings are:
4+ 16th December at 7.30pm — where

we will “Mingle and Jingle” in

festive party spirit.

4 20th January at 7.30pm — “Eyes
along the Coast”, a talk from the
National Coastwatch Institution.
NCI volunteers work with HM
Coastguard and RNLI to keep
watch on coastal waters and assist
in the protection and saving of life
at sea and along the coastline of
England and Wales. It should be an
interesting session.

Meetings are held at St Peter's
Church Hall, Free Street, Bishop’s
Waltham on the third Tuesday of each
month. New members are always
welcome. Come along and give us a
try. For more information contact
Hilary on 07877 478810.

Carole Galloway



Around the district

Bishop’s Waltham Photographic Society

Misty winner at the
annual exhibition

It is safe to say that this year’s
photographic exhibition at the United
Free Church was a great success.
There was lots of wonderful feedback
from visitors and members alike and,
with a comprehensive number of
visitors’ votes, congratulations go to
Nicky Higgens who is the winner of the
public vote for 2025 with a very
atmospheric picture — “Meon misty
morning” — shown above.

In other news, the final league
competition of 2025 saw an entry of 22
prints and 28 projected digital images.
The print competition had the theme
“Waterscapes”,whichcould include a
seascape, inland waterways,
waterfalls or any landscape that
included an element or body of water.

Providing the critique was Carl
Reeve, who commended the high
quality of entries in all categories and
gave some excellent feedback.
Winners of the fourth round
competitions were: Barry West with
“Haw Force Waterfall” in the
Intermediate League and Sarah
Townley with “Charmouth” in the
Advanced League; she also came first

in the projected image category with
“Enjoying an Ice Cream”.

The year’s league winners will be
announced in the new year with
trophies being awarded at the
Society’'s AGM.

On Thursday 4th December, the
Society will be welcoming Janey
Divine FRPS — an acclaimed local

Haw Force Waterfall by Barry West

photographer known for her work in
documentary photography. Janey will
share her latest projects and discuss
the techniques and stories behind her
images. Visitors are most welcome (£5
on the door).Bishop’s Waltham
Photographic Society welcomes new
members and can help you with your
photography. Why not come along to
one of our meetings (free of charge)
as a taster.

We meet at St. Peter’s Hall, Free
Street, Bishop’s Waltham, typically on
the first Thursday of each month and
occasionally on other Thursdays —
please check our website for dates:
www.bishopswalthamphotosociety.
co.uk or drop an email to info@
bishopswalthamphotosociety.co.uk for
more information.

Dawn Blight

Meon Valley Carers

Support for
dementia carers

The Meon Valley Carers Group meets
on the fourth Tuesday of each month
from 2pm to 4pm, providing a meeting
place for those caring for someone
with dementia where they can receive
support and information as well as
meet and talk to other carers in similar
situations.

Meetings are held at the Paterson
Centre with tea, coffee and biscuits
provided. The programme for
meetings is varied, with speakers
covering a range of topics — from the
factual and necessary to the more
light-hearted.

There are also arts and crafts,
musical afternoons and games
suitable for those living with dementia.
For more information contact Allison
McNally at 07771 895370 or
allison.mcnally1968@gmail.com

Malcolm Wearn, Trustee

MEON VALLEY
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Around the district

Bishop’s Waltham Rotary Club brightly lit musical steam train. If you

° ° want to see a full list of roads Santa
Getting ready for Christmas uwiie s, beween 6pm and gom
on our mobile routes, visit our website:

What a great response we had to this  for the ceiling to enable greater use of :
www.bishopswalthamrotary.org.uk.

year’s Christmas Shoe Box appeal their facility at Hoe Road Recreation

. . . . . You can also track Santa and Roger
sending gifts to children in Ukraine, Ground. their t | d the local
Moldova, Montenegro and Romania. With Christmas coming Santa has gnf ﬁ'r !'aveths e}‘:/ovl:]n -eRoca e,\,rlgak
We took in 465 boxes from around the  been in touch, and we now have the y tf] own;)g " © ere 1s oger fin
local area and particularly want to routes all set for where he will be on the website.

lan Treveil

thank all the scouts, guides, voluntary  visiting this year, along with Roger, his
organisations, churches, colleges,
schools and communities in Bishop’s
Waltham, Waltham Chase, Swanmore,
Shedfield, Shirrell Heath, Wickham,
Curdridge, Hedge End, Chandlers
Ford and Fareham who helped us
reach such an amazing number.

Your boxes have now been
checked, packed and included in the
total from our Rotary district of 19,145
shoe boxes, which have now been
packed into 1,278 cartons and then
loaded onto 112 pallets ready for
dispatch in time for Christmas.

Among our most recent donatins
was £3,000 to Bishop’s Waltham
Scout Group who have 185 attendees.
The donation was for a new cooker,
black-out blinds and acoustic panels

MVARA Theatre Visits to Chichester

: sxre 3 Festival Theatre take place throughout
Plenty of Christmas activities [ e e pece b
Christmas, on Tuesday 6th January, a
party will be going to see Inspector
Morse — House of Ghosts, with Tom
Chambers staring as Morse.

Looking ahead, on Thursday 12th

Meon Valley Active Retirement Ladies’ Lunch Group Christmas Lunch

Association (MVARA) members will be  will bereturning to last year’s highly

enjoying a number of festive activities  successful venue — The Black Dog at

over the Christmas period — and Waltham Chase.

beyond. The Members’ Lunch Group A X
On Thursday 4th December there Christmas Lunch will be held at The Febr.uary 1S t!we MVARA Winter

is a Visit to Mottisfont Abbey (pictured  Bat and Ball, Hambledon, on Friday Musical Soirée at St Peter’s Church

below) to view the house and grounds ~ 21st December. The Members’ Lunch  Hall: featuring MVARA's very own
Singing for Fun Group. From small

dressed for Christmas as part of Group has been meeting on the third 7S

MVARA's programe of regular visits to  Friday of the month throughout the beginnings, the group has grown to

places of interest. year, sampling the offerings of a wide ~ More than 25 in number and meets
On Monday 8th December the range of local hostelries. fortnightly at the Stables in Bishop’s

Waltham. There will be a supper and
a charity raffle.

Not a MVARA Member? Why not
look at the activities that MVARA
organises by visiting the website
www.mvara.co.uk and then join? It
costs just £5 for a year’s membership.
At MVARA, we are always happy to
welcome new members and to
support new activities.

Roger Wingrave




December
2nd December

6th December
7th December

10th December
13th December
13th December
13th December
16th December
16th December
16th December

January
6th January

7th January
10th January
13th January

14th January
20th January

20th January
20th January

February
3rd February

7th February
7th February
11th February
12th February
17th February

Every Thursday 6.30pm—10pm, Swanmore Bridge Club, Paterson Centre.
Every Friday 2pm—4pm, MVARA Scrabble, Paterson Centre.
Fourth Tuesday of each month 2pm—4pm Meon Valley Carers Group, Paterson Centre

Dates for your diaries

2pm, Wickham Community Centre, U3A Dr John Watkins on “Fixing broken hearts — from garlic
to gene therapy”.

7pm, St Barnabas, Christmas Concert with Swanmore Windband.

10am, Wickham Ramblers, East Meon via Park Hill and Ramsdean. For more December rambles
see p.27.

8pm, Paterson Centre, Swanmore Society, David Bailey on “Wildlife Wanderings”.
9.45am-12noon, Marsh’s Meadows, Swanmore Conservation Group work party.

2pm, Jubilee Hall, Bishop’s Waltham, Dick Whittington.

7.30pm, St Peter’s Bishop’s Waltham, Meon Voices Christmas Concert.

2pm, Wickham Community Centre, U3A, Christmas Quiz.

2pm, Paterson Centre, Nostalgic Film Club.

7.30pm ,St Peter’s Church Hall, Free Street, Bishop’s Waltham, WI “Mingle and jingle”

2pm, Our Lady Queen of Apostles Church Hall, Martin Street, Bishop’s Waltham, U3A, Jenny
Chase on “Operation fortress: the drug story”.

10am, Wickham Ramblers, Southwick via Boarhunt, For more January rambles see p.27.
9.45am-12noon, Marsh’s Meadows, Swanmore Conservation Group work party.

Brook House, Botley, Waltham Priory Probus Club, Mike Read on “Wildlife of the Scottish
Mainland”.

8pm, Paterson Centre, Swanmore Society, Penny Copeland on“Tudor and Stuart Houses in
Bishop’s Waltham and Beyond”.

2pm, Our Lady Queen of Apostles Church Hall, Martin Street, Bishop’s Waltham, U3A, David
Gane on “The Story of Life”.

2pm, Paterson Centre, Nostalgic Film Club.

7.30pm, St Peter’'s Church Hall, Free Street, Bishop’s Waltham, WI “Eyes along the Coast” with
the National Coastwatch Institution.

Brook House, Botley, Waltham Priory Probus Club, Oliver Atkinson on-“The Meonside Farm
beaver reintroduction project”.

7pm, Swanmore Village Hall, Quiz and Pudding Night.

6.30pm, Jubilee Hall, Bishop’s Waltham Agatha Appleton and the peril of the pyramids.

8pm, Paterson Centre, Swanmore Society, “Working and Wandering in Australia” by Martin Letts.
6.30pm, St Peters Church, MVARA Winter Musical Soirée.

2pm, Paterson Centre, Nostalgic Film Club.

BW Festival

the spirit world with hilarity. Tickets are

Plenty of entertainment ahead  £25 and full details are on the festival

website.
Bishop’s Waltham Festival is planning  refreshments available. Tickets are Then on Saturday 7th February we
a busy programme of events in £14 for adults, £10 for children aged are thrilled to present Agatha Appleton
coming months starting on 13th 3-17 (under-3s free) and are avaiable  and the peril of the pyramids. Festival
December, 2—4pm in the Jubilee Hall at www.bwfestival.art or from Willow favourite, Rain or Shine Theatre, is
with Dick Whittington, a traditional Pet Supplies in the High Street or Best back on the road with a good, old
pantomime for the whole family Wishes in Brook Street. Discounted fashioned slice of archaeological
brought to life by a cast of five top family tickets also available., adventure, heavily laced with Rain or
professional entertainers and featuring The pantomime is followed later in ~ Shine’s trademark silliness. Tickets
the wicked Captain Blood, clueless the evening on 13th December at from £8 to £14..
Idle Jack, calamitous Sarah the Cook  6.30—11pm, by a Stand Up Comedy For more information visit

and many more.

event. Headlined this year by Clinton www.bwfestival.art.

Doors open at 1.30pm. Bar and Baptiste. Witness how he channels Tim Wills
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To advertise in
The Swanmore Link
please contact
Dennis Wheeler on

07490 676710 or

dennis.123.wheeler@
gmail.com

If you contact any of
our advertisers
please remember to
say that you found
them in
The Swanmore Link

Animal services
The Dog Room 40

Building/carpentry/property
maintenance

M R Chase 42
Lee Cooper 36
Dean Architectural Technician 41
Diamond Carpentry 38
R & G Gamblin 42
Tim Millier Carpentry 37

Chimneys/logs

Chimney Sweep 42
R J Ralls 35
Woodlea Nursery 39

Computer services
Computer Problems Solved 36

Crafts and gifts
The Square Yard 38

Educational/childcare
Sallie Smith 38

Swanmore Pre-School 41

Electrical services

P Graham Electrical 40
MFC Electrical Ltd 39
G Rixon Ltd 36

Environment
Burrow Environmental 40

EMF HomeSafe 384
Fencing
RJS Fencing Contractor 35

Financial/legal services

Butler & Co 40
Chamberlains 41
Nicholas Ridge 36
Food & drink

Wyches Vineyard 33

Funeral services

South Downs Funeral Service 33
Richard Steel & Partners 34

Gardening/forestry
Nelson’s Garden Maintenance 38

Oscar Emery Tree Care 38
Richard’s Grass Cutting 37
SJB Services 34
Gerald M Vivian 39

Glass & windows
Steve West 37

Hairdressers
Shades of Sweetpea 37

Health services

Goodwin Foot Health 40
Piers Spencer Osteopath 35
Saxby’s Eye Care 35

SanPau: Creatiive Wellbeing 37

Household services
Alan Shawyer Appliance

Repairs 36
Creating Space 39

Motor repairs

Taylor’'s Garage 42
Music
Meon Music 41

Painting and decorating

Philip Broad 39
R J Fisher 38
Mark & June Mason 39
N W Stubbington Ltd 39

Plumbing and heating

William Fleming 34
J D Humphrey Ltd 39
G Rixon Ltd 36
White Rose Plumbing 41
Printers

Solent Design 42

Roofs and roofing

Oakley Improvements 43
Septic tanks
Burrow Environmental 40



WYCHES

VINEYARD

Award Winning Quality
English Wine from the
chalky slopes of The South

Downs in Upper Swanmore

Please contact us by email, phone, or by
completing the online form on our website.

W Wy

W Y
WYCHES WYCHES WYCHES

We will deliver for free within a 20-mile
radius of Swanmore, Hampshire.

FINOT NOIR ROS

5% discount available on orders
of 12 bottles or more.

South Downs Funeral Service
Funeral Directors & Memorial Consultants

Wy Our Wickham Funeral
I Home Is Moving

- Not far away, just across the road!

We are pleased to announce we have moved our Wickham Funeral Home to Thorn Cottage
in The Square, quite literally a few yards away from our previous office.

Thorn Cottage is located next to The Old Tea House, Café, Bistro and Wine Bar.
After an extensive refurbishment of the building we are making plans to offer a full stonemasonry and counselling service.
We look forward to seeing you all, whether it is for care and support, or merely a chat to put the world to rights!

Your Local, Independent & Family Owned Funeral

Homes of Denmead. Wickham & Clanfield

Our Clanfield Funeral Home Our Denmead Funeral Home OUR NEW WICKHAM ADDRESS
43 Drift Road, Clanfield PO8 0JS The Old Post Office House, Hambledon Road, = Thorn Cottage, The Square, Wickham, Fareham,
Tel: 02392 570239 Denmead PO7 6NN | Tel: 02392 231567 Hants PO17 5JT | Tel: 01329 833920
clanfield@southdownsfuneralservice.com care@southdownsfuneralservice.com wickham@southdownsfuneralservice.com

Gold Charter Funeral Plans
B 24 hour, local and personal service [SA|F]
GOlden Charter Y Floristry Service | stonmgsonry service
< No deposits required [—orRecTons |
Fully accredited and regulated member of SAIF




W F Plumbing Heating PZiSaSN0A

nge" wtfleming@]cloud.com REFc OM ®

e ww 07775866690 U
William %~ 01329 830379

Fleming
Plumbing & Heating & Renewables 43 years experience
Boilers :- Servicing, Replaced, upgrades Heat Pumps
Central Heating :- Flushed Air Con Splits £1,199
Gas, LPG, Oil, Air Con, Heat Pumps Breakdown . Service
Domestic & Commercial New Installs

Air Con Split Installed £1,199 inc Vat with remote control with 5 years Warranty

Registered ‘/WORCESTER ((fl—w BOSCH

Technician ‘

30832

RICHARD

"STEEL-

& PARTNERS

THE FAMILY OWNED
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Incorporating
Nigel Chamberlain
& Partners for

over 30 years
RICHARD

=STEEL:

& PARTNERS

BISHOP’S WALTHAM WINCHESTER ALRESFORD
The Gate House, Victoria Road, Alderman House, 12—14 City Road, 58 West Street, Alresford,
Bishop’s Waltham, SO32 1D] Winchester, SO23 8SD Hampshire, SO24 9AU

01489 892640 01962 862333 01962798789

www.steelsfunerals.co.uk
Available 24 hours
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Piers Spencer
Registered Osteopath

RJ Ralls

Bishop's Waltham . .
solid fuel services

Osteopathic Clinic
White Hart Stables, Bank Street
Bishop's Waltham SO32 1AN

Chimney Sweep

piersspencer@hotmail.com Fully qualified and registered
www.bwosteopathy.co.uk Fully insured

Certificates issued
waxby’s

. @7 Contact Rob on07795 060 270

&ye Care

rjiralls.co.uk

2 Houchin Street, Bishops Waltham SO32 1AR

01489 896330

info@saxbys-eyecare.co.uk

SJ8

S.J.B SERVICES

i Tree and Hedge
A I R I | Maintenance
TR]_AN A Fully qualified and insured JSR'%O

| |
T
| il
AGRICULTURAL, EQUES . A

& DOMESTICFENCING  [[uiieol, . =

A Local reliable service based in Swanmore

Contact Simon for a FREE quotation on:

01489 890577 | 07976 264719

simonbrn3@googlemail.com

@s.j.b.services
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EXPERT TAX ADVICE
WITH A HUMAN FACE
FOR THE MEON VALLEY
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WATCHING OUT FOR THE NEXT
GENERATION

Is IHT a factor in making my Will? Is a Family Trust a good idea?

PROPERTY OR WORK OVERSEAS

How does it affect my tax if | live, work or have property abroad?

FOR ENTREPRENEURS

Am | the only one wondering wh ether itOs worth all the aggro?

PERSONAL TAX

What is the best way to order my tax affairs, in full compliance
with the law?

SELLING MY BUSINESS

How much tax will | pay? What is my business worth?

TAX EXPERTISE
Oakleaf, Ludwells Lane, Waltham Chase, Southampton, SO32 2NP

t: 01489 899102 e: nicholas@nicholasridgecta.co.uk
www.nicholasridgecta.co.uk

ALAN SHAWYER

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE REPAIRS

» Washing Machines
» Tumble Dryers *
» Dishwashers -«
» Cookers & Refrigeration -«

T: 01489 895165
M: 07815 054077
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G. RIXON LTD.

ELECTRICAL PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEHRS

nlll= = e
APPROVED CONTRACTOR REGISTER

01329 834600
engquiries@g-rixon-ltd.co. uk

www. g-rixon-ltd.co. uk

We carry out small jobs such as attending to faulty
light fittings and dripping taps, to larger jobs such
as complete rewires and replacement bathrooms.
We are disabled adaptation specialists and install
level access showers and accessible kitchens.

G. RIXON LTD. Wynot Heath Road Soberton Hampshire SO32 3PQ
N
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ComputaroblerSslve

Christopher GuZnier

01489 890738
07962 641796

CPSLtd, Orchardlea
Swanmore, Hampshire. SO32 2QZ

info@computerproblemssolveditd.co.uk
www.cps-Itd.org.uk




LOCAL GLASS REPAI
WINDOWS & DOORS

All Aspects of Glass & Glazing

Replacement Double Glazed Units
Remedial work to Windows & UPVC Doors
Emergency Lock Outs
Lock Replacements for Windows & UPVC Doors

7z sanpau
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hair by(/ D.Fulsto

Debbie & her team would like to welcome you to
Shades of Sweetpea hair salon. A new hairdressing
business situated in Chapel Road Swanmore. Specialists
in cuts and colours, also wedding and occasion hair.
Pop in and pick up a price list, or book a free of charge
consultation, so we can assess your hair and advise you
on the right style for you and your hair.

All the family welcome!

Chapel Road, Swanmore SO32 2QB
01489 893646

Open
Wednesday 9am-6.30pm, Thursday 10am-8pm,
Friday 9am-7.30pm, Saturday 8am-3pm

LOREAL

n O i§
PARIS

Richard’s Grass

Cutting and Hedge
Trimming Services

e Call for a free
estimate

* 7 days to accept or
cancel
Mobile: 07748 856684

7\

Tel,01489 422272

Im Millier
Carpentry ¥Joinery

Your requirements to our standards

Built-in lounge | Study and bedroom furniture
Doors fitted| Woodwork repairs
Custom built projectsf Building services

Tel: 01489 356921

Email: tim.millier @gmail.com
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DIAMOND

Carpentry & Construction™

All Aspects of Carpentry & Building Work Undertaken

Extensions - Refurbishments - New Builds
Fully Fitted Kitchens & Bathrooms - Doors & Windows
Bespoke Jonery - Car Ports & Garden Buildings
Decking & Fencing - Landscaping

Fully Qualified & Insured @ Reliable & Trustworthy Service @ High Quality Workmanship

Contact Mike Emmence for a free quotation

THE

Handcrafted Gifts
Created by small local
businesses.

Soap, Preserves, Jewellery,
Candles and so much

SQUARE
YARD

WARWICK LANE, WICKHAM , PO17 SLN

Haberdashery, Crafting
Accessories, Workshops.

Core Opening Times
Mon-Sat

1lam-2pm
0 The Square Yard

thesquareyardwickham

Email:thesquareyardwickham@ gmail.com

Mob: 07530 966318 Tel: 01489 895316

Email: sales@diamondcarpentry.com

www.diamondcarpentry.com

1~

R.J. Fisher Ltd

Interior & Exterior Painting
& Decorating

Over 30 years experience

For your free estimate
please telephone

01489 331136
07921 508941

01329 234654 ¥ 07816 017250

OSCAR EMERY

@ TREE CARE

OSCAR EMERY - Qualified, Passionate and
Reliable Arborist, covering all of Hompshire

All aspects of tree work

07399 700295
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| offer English, Fremndh and @ermean TTuition
to GCSElseeelintluldinmgzadlltsr egturming
to learning and SEN.
All subjects at Foundation, KS1zand&32.
Common Eritrance [Rrgpacation.
French and Genman Conversation @ royps.

Pleaseccoritact8alkeSSmith,
Primary/Seconttayy[teabhetb
33 years®expérience.B.Al bion§RGCE,
DBS chetke
01489 278018 - 07762 492651
sdlliesmith@skyccom

Nelson's Garden Maintenance
All types of:
FENCING
HEDGE CUTTING
PATIOS
PRESSURE WASHING
STORM DAMAGE & INSURANCE QUOTATIONS
...... plus much more. Any job, big or smaill.

For a FREE no obligation quotation please call
Office: 01329 482 200 Mobile: 07786 727 763



INTERIOR &
EXTERIOR J & D Humphrey Ltd

Plumbing, Gas, Oil & Solid Fuel
DESIGN & Heating Installations
; DECORATION Gas Fitting and Servicing
i Full Colour Schemes Available Gas Safe Register No: 9995
REGISTERE PLUM ER

For free, friendly advice and quotes please call

Philip Broad - Tel023 9281 2042Mobile: 07720 604035
4XDOLAHG ,QWHULRU 'HVLJQHU 50 GOO(-ZI1-|6:nd:|Va|e.,0|'|1(2dsggesEgn3d6.ZSOO30 as
Flat 7, Dymond House, Gisors Road, Southsea, PO4 8GZ elephone:

_ Gerald M Vivian. Landscape Gardengy
MFC EIeCtrlcaI Ltc ., 3DYLQJ ., 3RQGV DWHU IHDWXUH

,J)OLQWZRUN |, 1DWXUDO 6WRQHZRUN

_ _/DZQV ., 3HUJRODV *DUGHQ VWUXFWX!
Michael Cape” 2YHU \HDUV H[SHULHQFH zLW
, KLJK VWDQGDUGV RI ZRUN
Email: mcapell95@gmail.comf ; Tel: 01489 893954 Mob: 07769 690454
Mobile: 07973 407875 /" g.vivian@btinternet.com

www.geraldvivianlandscapes.co.uk

SEASONED LOGS
MARK & JUNE MASON FOR SALE

HUSBAND AND WIFE HIGH QUALITY

PAINTERS AND DECORATORS Half or full load delivered
Period to modern properties .
We work around your requirements For further details call John on
01329 235847/ 07973 162397 07940 357839
masonspaint.co.uk Woodlea Nursery Durley
PROFESSIONAL HOME ORGANISER

N.W.STUBBINGTON LID mwme

Internal Painting & Decoration

Telephone '~
07967 002885 X

z J

L MY SERVICES:
To advertise in e
The Swanmore Link Organise
. Unpack
contact De nnis Wh ee|e r Wardrobe Cleanse

Home Staging

07490 676710

dennis.123.wheeler@gmail.com
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Foot health in the comfort of
your own home!

SERVICES
INCLUDE:

* Nail trimming

* Thinning and reducing

thickened nails

* Treating fungal nails

* Treating ingrown toenails

¢ Corn removal

* Callus (hard and rough skin)

removal

* Verrucae treatment

* Nail polish

For all enquiries
please contact:
07826517308
www.goodwinfoothealth.com
goodwinfoothealth@gmail.com
Facebook and Instagram:

@goodwinfoothealth Goodwin Foot Health

BURRW <

| o

Septic Tank Owners
register your interest
in a fully-funded upgrade

Due to the Phosphate pollution in your local
river catchment we are operating a septic tank
replacement scheme using private funding.

We install wastewater treatment plants that
remove almost all pollutants, with funding secured
from planning applicants who need to create a
positive impact on the environment.

Register on our website today.

&0
& M ICAEW
e l CHARTERED
2 E £, ACCOUNTANTS
. &
“Ishops WY Qrered Acgquniants

LOCAL INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANTS AND
TAXATION ADVISORS

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

Business start up advice
Book-keeping and Payroll Services
Self-Assessment Returns

Detailed Fixed Cost Quotes

Avalon House, Waltham Business Park,
Brickyard Road, Swanmore, Southampton,
S032 2SA
Tel: 01489 896996

Email: enquiries@butlerco-bw.co.uk
Website: www.butlerco-bw.co.uk
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Electrical Contractor

TRUSTMARK REGISTERED MEMBER
DOMESTIC D

z Government Endorsed Quality \ ig y E( A
INSTALLER lij

ALLTYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN

4 Domestic — Commercial — Industrial
Over 30 years experience

RAPPROVED
CONTRACTOR

Full range of accountancy, auditing & taxation servi

01489 890555 (answer phone) Mobile: 07766 525524
Email: pgrahamelectrical@btinternet.com

el:

Based: Hoe Road, Bishop’s Waltham

THE DOG ROOM

Bathing, Clipping, Scissoring
& Hand Stripping
Nails, Ears and Glands

Quiet handling,
professionally trained

Microchip service with
National reg - vet & KC trained

Tel: Waltham Chase 01489 892272
or 07710 622881




m e O N Iessons

live mu5|c

MUSIC & more

LH

| &

41 singin iano / keyboard
tumon exagmgsupgort teghnology

live music
also recordings

theory

wedding packages bands, duos,
soloists  *¥large and small events

compositions  *¥accompaniments

WWW.meonmusic.net
Call: 07934 791134

Lower Chase Road, Swanmore

on lessons
8.30amb10am

Planning - Building Regulation
Architectural Services

If you're planning on an extension, loft conversion or any

alteration to your home it's always best to get
professional advice.
Free consulations from a local fully qualified
Architectural Technician.

\) Telephone Dean on 07714058475 ?

WHITE ROSE PLUMBING

All Plumbing Work From Bathroom Suites
To Tap Washers - To Blocked Drains

Contact:
Russell Beaumont

Tel: 01489 893419 - Mob: 07843 586366
Email: whiteroseplumb@googlemail.com

Charity No: 801230

v S
% Ty
—— A~ /\&A_/

Swanmore Pre-School
"Learivg o plog, plogivng to learw’

Church road, Swanmore SO32 2PA
www.swanmorepreschool.org.uk

We are open Monday-Friday 8.30am-3.30pm,
term time.

We oler Rexible start and Pnish times.

We are registered for children aged 2-5 years.

¥ Located in a purpose-built building for
Early years

¥ Indoor and outdoor learning environments

¥ Experienced professional and friendly sta!

¥ We work closely with families and Carers to
support learning & development

¥ Approved to oler 15 and 30 hours EYE
funding and 2 year funding

To Pnd out more please email:
sarah.hiscock@swanmorepreschool.org.uk

or contact us on
01489-893779 or 07958 436396

CHAMBERLAINS

FAMILY SOLICITORS

Residential Conveyancing
Commercial Property
Probate & Wills
Estate Administration

Lasting Powers of Attorney

RED LION STREET
BISHOP’S WALTHAM SO32 1ST

tel (01489) 896141

info@chamberlainslaw.co.uk
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Gervice and repair to cars
light commercials and horse trailers

$ir conditioning service repair

gompetitive prices on
tyres batteries and exhausts

&ollection delivery or loan car available

subject to availability

%8< :,7+ &21),"(1&(
7UDGLQJ 6WDQGDUGV $SS

“ \ension Alteration Reﬂw

- - -

For Free Estimates please phone

Rob
01489 - 891801

1 - i ) - 1 ) | I | 1

CHIMNEY SwEEP

@ Professional & comprehensive service

# Stringent dust control methods observed
# No mess guarantee

4 Bird guards & weather cowls fitted

4 Wood stoves & multi-fuel stoves serviced
@ Flue inspection & airflow testing

4 Calls taken seven days a week

/UD Gt 01962 734029
Mobile: 07721 458067

1 |

.

L
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: Q’ Planning work

- Bricklaying. Dlgger Hire. .
. Civil Engineering. Drainage. (—
. UPVC Windows & Doors. Fencing. T
T Plastic Fascia & Soffit. Plastering. I
T Concrete. Driveways.

I Loft Conversion. Plumbing.

I Roofing Pitch & Flat. Garages.

I Painting. Carpentry.

I Conservatories. Electrics.

..

i |

1

i

MHMHMHMHMHMHHEME

M. R. CHASE BUILDING COMPANY LTD.
Your Comyplietiee BLld aig C Omipamayny

A FINE FAMILY TRADITION OF
QUALITY CRAFTSMANSHIP

FREE QUOTATIONS & EXPERT ADVICE

FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING REQUIREMENTS

FOR THE BEST IN RELIABILITY,

CUSTOMER CARE & ATTENTION TO DETAIL

07966 222778

mrcbldco@yahoo.co.uk

42

z Design

z Artwork

z Stationery z Folders
z /[HDpHWYV z Posters
z Flyers z Banners
S o L E N T z Brochures z Vinyl
D E S | G N z Booklets z E>l<hibition
z Newsletters Displays

z Labels

z Postcards

Tel: 01489 892344 ¥ Email: sales@solentdesignstudio.com

www.solentdesignstudio.com



Looking for a way to improve your
home? Call 0800 669 6090

| OAKLEY

IMPROVEMENTS

EPOBUJD;‘ \ s\ EJTDP

PG QSPGJUWUP - XIFO SFUBJO

“Svsor UK Home Improvement: - -
Comfort, Savings &
Sustainability with Oakley

EXPERTS IN ALL ASPECTS OF
ROOFING & ROOF REPAIRS

New Roof Installation | Smmall Roof Repairs | Moss/Gutter Clearance
Sofbt's and FasciaOs | Cement Work | Lead Flashing | Tiles

EXPERTS IN SPRAY FOAM REMOVAL

Thorough Assessment | Safe Removal | Clean-Up and Restoration | Expert Guidance

FULL ROOF INSPECTION WITH FREE QUOTATION
Moss and gutter clearances
See our website for full list of services

¥ Experienced Professionals

Proud members of

¥ Quality Materials D
¥ Customer-Centric Approach Checkatrade.com

. Where reputation matters
¥ Affordable Pricing P

Get in Touch With Us

% @CLHM{N@JIKDXHLOQNUDBLDMS R«B Rict -
oakleyimprovements.com




Christmas services for everyone

St Barnabas
21st December at 6.30pm —Nine Lessons and Carols
24th December at 5pm — Crib service — Making Christmas Real
24th December at 11.15pm — Midnight Mass
25th December at 8am — Holy Communion
25th December at 10am — All Age Holy Communion

Swanmore Methodist Church
21st December at 6.30pm — Candlelight Carol Service

Church of Our Lady Queen of Apostles

Bishop’s Waltham
21st December at 6pm — Carol Service with the Shantyhead folk band,
mulled wine and mince pies, everybody welcome
23rd December at 7.30pm — Penitential Service
24th December at 6pm — Christmas Eve Mass
25th December at 9.30am — Christmas Day Mass
1st January 2026 at 12noon — New Year’s Day Mass:
Mary, the Mother of God

Barn Church

21st December at 9.30am — Christmas Celebration with fun and games



