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The Swanmore Link
The Swanmore Link can be collected from The 
Link when open – generally between 9am and 
5pm each day. You are very welcome to take 
additional copies for friends and neighbour.

If you are housebound or disabled and unable 
to collect your magazine then please contact 
office@stbarnabas.org.uk to arrange delivery. 

The magazine can also be posted to you at a 
cost of £15 p.a. to cover postage. Contact 
treasurer@stbarnabas.org.uk to arrange 
payment and be added to the postal list.

The Swanmore Link can also be read online at 
the St Barnabas website (https://
stbarnabas.org.uk/information-hub). If you would 
like to be emailed when this available please 
contact office@stbarnabas.org.uk.

Changing times
When I agreed to take on the parish magazine 
back in November 2020, our then vicar – Revd 
Claire Towns – was determined that I should not 
be expected to do it indefinitely (as if I would 
want to!) and so we settled on a five-year term 
of office, which has now come to an end.

At the same time the magazine became 
bimonthly and a collection model replaced the 
previous team of volunteers who delivered to 
every household. The costs saved meant the 
magazine could move from being photocopied, 
by more volunteers, to be full colour and 
professionally printed. Claire guessed that we 
would end up with 600 copies being regularly 
collected – in fact it is between 800 and 850.

It has been a privilege to see the magazine 
through this transition – with the help of all those 
who have submitted copy, especially Crawford 
Wright and Marcus Charig for their regular 
features, Gill Sawyer, who never misses a copy 
deadline for her report from the Conservation 
Group and Berty Ferrone and Pete Mason for 
their many hundreds of photographs. Very many 
thanks are also due to Caroline Clapperton (aka 
Caroline Edser when wearing her publishing 
hat) for her eagle-eyed proof reading.

The PCC has now recruited a new “editorial 
team” to take over – I wish them luck.

Penny Clive



Have a peaceful Advent (as we await the 
arrival of the baby Jesus) and a Happy 

Christmas (when we celebrate his birth). 

We all know that Christmas is a wonderful season, 
especially for children, but we also know it can be a 
difficult time, when we miss those we have lost more 
acutely, when family tensions can spill over, and when 
all our sorrows seem to be writ large. Our family has 
had its share of spoiled Christmases through death, 
illness and grief – to the extent that I thought it might be 
better if we cancelled it for a few years. However, 
thankfully, that’s not going to happen. Christians will 
always celebrate the birth of Christ regardless of what 
else is going on in the world or in their own lives. In fact, 
when we are most unsettled or unhappy, the message 
of Christmas – Immanuel, God with Us – is exactly what 
we need to hear. 

Hopefully, you and yours will have a great time. The 
mince pies will be scrumptious, the crackers will go with 
a bang, and no cross word will be uttered. Perhaps all 
of that could be enhanced by coming to one of the 
many church services on offer over the festival. There 
will always be a welcome at St Barnabas. 

No sooner have we turned the last few sprouts into 
soup, we begin to look ahead to a new start in January. 
We’ll make resolutions, recycle all the detritus and get 
the school uniform washed, ready for a new term. Some 
of us are already anticipating hurdles and challenges – 
exams, health investigations, house-moves, relationship 

issues – but nobody 
knows what the year 
will bring: certain joy, 
certain sorrow in all 
probability.  

The Church of 
England will 
celebrate a historic 
moment when Sarah 
Mullally is 
consecrated 
Archbishop of 
Canterbury on 25th 
March, and we will all be watching with bated breath to 
see whether peace can be maintained in troubled and 
difficult parts of the world. 

On the local stage, we hope to see a new priest-in-
charge move into the vicarage and begin their ministry 
among us. They will be building on the lives and work of 
the thousands who have played their part since the 
opening of St Barnabas, 180 years ago (11th December 
to be precise). If you haven’t yet seen the magnificent 
wall of “180-boxes” made by members of the 
community and congregation, there’s still time to pop 
into the Link and have a look. It’s an inspiring reminder 
that we all have something to offer, and that it’s for 
every one of us that God thought “out of the box” to 
send his Son to be born in a stable. 

Revd Canon Hazel Whitehead 

We encourage everybody to pray for the people affected  
by war. For those who have power to work for peace, for those 

made homeless in the conflicts and for all those 
who are suffering, grieving and living in fear.

From St Barnabas’ Church
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Looking ahead to Christmas

From the registers 
Baptisms 
26th October  Lillian Joy Gill 
16th November Theodore Fergus Rushworth 
30th November Charlotte Constance Evelyn Gough 
  

Funerals 
17th October  Jane Staples 

Sudan Yemen

PalestineUkraine



Sunday 7th December 
Second Sunday of Advent 
No  8am 
10am  Holy Communion 

and collection of items 
for The Roberts Centre. 
Please see below for 
the list of things they 
would like – no toys this 
year, thank you. 

Sunday 14th December  
Third Sunday of Advent  
8am  Holy Communion   
10am  Holy Communion during 

which the children will make 
Christingles to process 
around Church (see p.7 for 
more details). 

Sunday 21st December   
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
No  8am   
10am  Holy Communion   
6.30pm  Nine Lessons and Carols 

Wednesday 24th December  
Christmas Eve   
5pm  Crib service – Making Christmas Real. See 

p.7 for more details 
11.15pm  Midnight Mass 

led by Archdeacon 
Kathryn Percival 

Thursday 25th December  
Christmas Day   
8am  Holy Communion   
10am  All Age Holy 

Communion Service 

Sunday 28th December  
The first Sunday of Christmas 
No  8am   
10am  Holy Communion led by Revd Amanda 

Collinson 
  
Sunday 4th January    
Feast of the Epiphany   
8am  Holy 

Communion  
10am  Holy 

Communion 

Sunday 11th January     
The Baptism of Christ   
No  8am  
10am  Holy Communion 

Sunday 18th January      
The Second Sunday of the 

Epiphany 
8am  Holy Communion  
10am  Café Church 

Sunday 25th January      
The Third Sunday of the Epiphany 
The Conversion of St Paul    
No  8am   
10am Holy Communion 

St Barnabas services December and January
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This year The Roberts Centre has some storage issues 
so they have sent suggestions for what would most 
help the families who come to the Centre: 
� New and virtually new children’s books 
� Chocolate selection packs  
� Vouchers for Costa Coffee  
� Cinema vouchers  
� Supermarket food vouchers  
� Warm hats, gloves or scarves. 

Please put any vouchers in a sealed envelope 

addressed to Robert the Bear, with the amount noted 
inside. Or put cash in an envelope with Robert the Bear 
on the envelope and we will bulk buy vouchers. We will 
be collecting all these until Sunday 7th December and 
delivering them on Monday 8th.  

Please bring your gifts to the 1st December service 
or leave them in the box at the back of church. Don’t 
leave money or vouchers there but put them in sealed 
envelopes and leave in Barnaby’s. 

Hazel Whitehead 

Help for The Roberts Centre
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Barn Church 
Soberton and Newtown Guide Hut 

Soberton Recreation Ground, SO32 3QH 

Barn Church is an alternative flavour of Anglican worship in the Meon Valley, across Swanmore, 
Hambledon, Newtown, Soberton, Droxford, Meonstoke, Corhampton and Exton. We are working 

with the local parish churches offering a different style of service.  
We meet weekly as an informal, intergeneration community learning together  

more about who Jesus is and who He says we are. 

Services in December and January
Sunday 7th December  
9:30am Short interactive service starting with 

pastries and coffee  

Thursday 11th December (location tbc) 
5pm Family Carols Celebration. Fun for all 

the family – popcorn included! 

Sunday 14th December 
9.30am Barn Church does Christingle 

Sunday 21st December  
9.30am Barn Church Christmas Celebration. 

Fun and games.  

Sunday 28th December  
No Service 

Sunday 4th January 
9.30am New Years Walk. Meet at Woodend 

Car Park, Heath Road, PO17 6JZ. 

Sunday 1th January 
9:30am Short interactive service starting with 

pastries and coffee 
  
Sunday 18th January 
9:30am Short interactive service starting with 

pastries and coffee 

Sunday 25th January 
9:30am Short interactive service starting with 

pastries and coffee

Keep up to date with what is going on by following us on social media @barnchurch.uk  
All of our gatherings are aimed at all ages and are very laid back. The heart of all we do is to 

form community around the love and joy found in relationship with Jesus.  
Everyone is welcome, with faith or none. Come as you are!  

For more information contact Revd Emma Andersen 
emma.barnchurch@gmail.com or 07786 553146. 

                                                            www.barnchurch.uk    
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Swanmore Methodist Church   
Chapel Road, Swanmore, SO32 2QB

 Minister: Revd Phil Griffin  Tel. 01329 833518 
Email: rev_phil@outlook.com 

Loving God      Loving our community        Making disciples for Jesus 

Sunday Services in December and January 
All services will commence at 10.30am unless otherwise noted. There will be a warm 

welcome for all who wish to join us for these services and please stay for tea  
and coffee afterwards 

7th December  David Boswelll 
14th December Val Jenkins 
21st December Richard Cole  
21st December 6.30pm Candlelight Carol Service – Kathy Elvy and Jill Letts 
28th December Revd Bob Kitching – Holy Communion 

4th January  Revd Phil Griffin – Covenant Service and Holy Communion  
11th January Grace Westerduin 
18th January TBC 
25th January Revd Nicky Gilbert 

Website: http://www.swanmoremethodistchurch.org.uk           

From Swanmore Methodist Church

In need of Prayer? 
Place your prayer request in the post box on the wall 
next to the Chapel entrance, add your contact details if 
you would like a visit and we’ll be in touch, or visit our 
website.  
  
Coffee and Company   
Weekly on Tuesdays at 10am to 12noon.  
Enjoy company, coffee, tea and biscuits/craft; if you 
would like to bring knitting/sewing etc. or just come 
along for a chat we will be pleased to see you. 

Thursday Fellowship 
We hold a Fellowship meeting every Thursday 2.30pm 
– 3.30pm – an opportunity to meet with fellow 
Christians for prayer, Bible reading and discussion.  
Meetings are held in the Church and everyone is 
welcome. If you would like more detail please contact: 
Jill Letts – 01489 896182 
email – jill.letts47@gmail.com 

Looking for somewhere to hold an event? 
Our premises are now available for hire. Please visit 
the “Use our venue” page on the church website for 
details or email: swanmoremclettings@gmail.com. 

TLC (Tuesday Ladies’ Club)  
9th December  
Christmas Flower demonstration and carols. 
12th January  
“Japan” with Carol Watson  – come along and enjoy 
Carol’s beautiful photography. 
Subscription £3 per month. All ladies welcome. 

Men’s Group 
18th December at 7.30pm 
Christmas quiz and refreshments. 
15th January at 7.30pm  
An insight into mountain biking (MTB) by Sean 
Howell – alias Father Shred.*”Shredding around the 
world…the adventures that made Marmalade MTB”. 
(*Riding a bike fast.)  
All are welcome and there will be light refreshments. 
For further details contact Martin Letts on 01489 
896182. 
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During October and November the 
Nostalgic Film Club continued to meet 
on the third Tuesday of the month, 
with numbers well up on the summer; 
it is hoped this trend will continue.  

However, the main event was Beer 
and Hymns, which was well attended, 
although we could have squeezed in 
more. This was, yet again, a super 
evening. The Bowman’s Ales were 
great, the ploughman’s copious and 
delicious, and the programme was 
brilliantly designed by Peter Fellows. 
Thanks also to Claire Eathorne, who 
shared the piano playing with Peter as 
her swansong before her move to 
Herefordshire, and Dave Lee for 
keeping the pace up as compère.  

In November we had a scaled 
down “Oh Heck!” evening. This was a 
late addition to our calendar and we 
dropped the usual fish and chips 
supper. Unfortunately, it coincided with 
an outbreak of “lurgy”, resulting in a 
number of last-minute dropouts. 
Nevertheless, the 28 attendees had a 
great evening. 

Future events 
�The Nostalgic Film Club. Doors 

open at 2pm and the film starts 
promptly at 2.15pm. This gives you 
15minutes to collect a cup of tea or 
coffee and a biscuit or two and vote 
for the next film to be shown. Entry 
is free and is open to anyone. Next 
dates are 16th December and 20th 
January. It may be possible to 
arrange transport for a few 
individuals; contact John Sharpe on 
07848-839407. 

�Saturday 6th December: St 
Barnabas Christmas Concert. Get 
into the Christmas spirit with the 
Swanmore Wind Band. From Mariah 
Carey to traditional carols, tap your 
toes to some Christmas classics and 
sing along to your favourites; 20% of 
the proceeds will be donated to the 
Wind Band’s charity of the year. 
Beer, wine and soft drinks will be 
available both before and during the 
concert; coffee and tea will be 
available during the interval. Doors 

and bar open 7pm, concert starts at 
7.30pm. Tickets £10, under-18s free; 
contact events@stbarnabas.org.uk 
or call 07848-839407. 

�Saturday 7th February: Quiz and 
Pudding Night. Yes, it’s coming 
back, organised and set by the same 
brilliant team as previously. The 
event continues to grow and last 
year we were almost maxed out. So 
early reservations are a good idea 
and are welcome via email to: 
events@stbarnabas.org.uk. The quiz 
starts at 7pm in the Village Hall and 
is for teams of up to eight. It is aimed 
at the family, including grandparents, 
with questions for all ages. Tickets 
go on sale in December and are £12 
for adults and £6 for under-16s. 
Bring your own drinks and nibbles 
but leave space for those delicious 
half-time puddings. 

We hope that the next issue of The 
Swanmore Link will include details of 
all our events in 2026, but put 12th 
December 2026 in your diary when the 
Christmas Concert will see the return 
of the Hampshire Police Male Voice 
Choir.  

John Sharpe 

What’s the longest you’ve had to wait for a present? I 
was given a flying lesson for my 40th birthday. All I 
needed to do was book it online and turn up on the day. 
Well, I’m 43 now, and I’m still waiting for it to actually 
happen – it’s been cancelled time and time again.  

But my most long-awaited gift has to be the 
Transformer, Ultra Magnus. For those of you not in the 
know, Ultra Magnus was a car transporter that could be 
transformed into a robot. Every Christmas, when I was 
little, my sister and I would go to Lewis’ department store 
in Birmingham to visit Father Christmas. In 1987 I saw 
Ultra Magnus on the shelf and immediately wanted him. 
That Christmas, I did not get him. It wasn’t until 1994, 
when a neighbour gave me a box of assorted old toys, 
that I found an Ultra Magnus, lurking at the bottom. In 
truth, by the time that I finally had him, I had completely 
forgotten that I had ever asked for him! 

But that seven-year wait pales into insignificance 
when compared to the Israelites. They were promised a 
Messiah (or “Christ”, in Greek, not wishing to spoil where 
I’m heading!) many times between about 1200BC and 
400BC. They waited for – believe it or not – 400 to 1,200 

years to receive the gift they had 
been promised.   

But like me with Ultra Magnus, 
when Jesus actually arrived, most 
of the Israelites didn’t realise that 
He was the One they had been 
waiting for. As St John puts it: 
“Although He made the world, the 
world didn’t recognise Him when 
He came. Even in His own land and among His own 
people, the Jews, He was not accepted. Only a few 
would welcome and receive Him”.  

Fortunately, for those first believers, and for any of us 
today who put their trust in Jesus, He has a gift to offer: 
“To all who received Him, He gave the right to become 
children of God. All they needed to do was to trust Him to 
save them”. This Christmas, welcome Jesus as King of 
your life, and know the joy and peace of being a child of 
God.   

May you all have a merry Christmas and a very happy 
new year. 

Revd Phil Griffin   

Church news
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Methodist minister’s musings 

Recognising what you wait for

St Barnabas social and fundraising 

A great build-up to Christmas  



In the October/November issue of The 
Swanmore Link we featured the St 
Barnabas 180th anniversary “Out of 
the Box” project planned for 
November. As we write just over 100 
boxes are already on the wall of the 
Link with the rest to be returned soon.  

What a creative lot we are; from 
beautiful abstract colour to highly 
detailed scenes, there is so much to 
take away from this. A huge thank you 
to everyone who has been a creator – 
there are fantastic contributions from 
all ages, school and college groups, 
uniformed clubs, volunteers and our 
congregation.  

Come and take a look in the Link. 
Doors are open during the day and the 
display will be up until mid-January. It’s 
a real eye opener into the life and soul 
of our village.  

We would love to raise £10 for 
every box made – we are not on target 
yet – so if you are reading this and 
would like to sponsor a box please 
donate using the QR code below or 
contact treasurer@stbarnabas.org.uk . 

This is part of the wider 
St Barnabas appeal - 
proceeds will go towards 
keeping the church, its 
grounds and the 

Paterson Centre in good condition for 
all the community. You can read more 
about this on page 3. Thank you! 

Churchwardens 

Some of the many boxes now on 
display in the Link. 

St Barnabas 
Services for all 
the family 
The following services are especially 
welcoming for children: 

�Sunday 14th December at 10am – 
The Paterson Centre:                  
We would like to invite you to come 
along and enjoy some Christmas 
craft and make your own Christingle 
to take into the church.                    
NB: We request an adult stays with 
your child/children. 

�Wednesday 24th December at 
5pm – Christmas Eve:                   
We would like to invite you, your 
family and friends to the Crib-service 
– Making Christmas Real.  Please 
come along dressed as your 
favourite nativity character and take 
part in this fun-filled family service. 
We will have a limited supply of 
children’s costumes available on the 
night. 

Ben Armstrong 

Church news

Out of the Box 

180 Celebration boxes 
taking shape in the Link

St Barnabas will be colourfully 
decorated for Christmas and the New 
Year and all are invited to visit the 
Church and feast your eyes at: 
�  Floral displays from the flower 

team. 
�The Christmas tree adorned with its 

decorations. 
� “Out of the Box” in the Link (as 

above). 
� “Knit-ivity” in the memorial window,  

our new design  
for the nativity  
scene, made by  
the “Laugh and  
Craft” group  
and friends – as  
pictured! 
Happy  
Christmas  
everyone. 
      Wendy Horn

St Barnabas 
A colourful church Christmas 
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Our church is 180 years old and we 
are celebrating the event, having 
missed the 175th anniversary because 
of Covid. Almost as significantly, the 
Paterson Centre is now more than 30 
years old, and is requiring various 
repairs. As a result, between 2023 and 
2025 we will have spent nearly 
£23,000 on such things as roofs, 
window replacements and organ 
repairs. 

We next need to start repairs to 
parts of the internal walls of St 
Barnabas, which have succumbed to 
damp over many years, and to make 
some lighting and sound system 
improvements. The estimated costs 
can be seen in the table below. 

If we do this work, without any 
fundraising, our free reserves will fall 
below £10,000, which is equivalent to 
one-month’s expenditure. 

So, we are using this anniversary to 
fundraise for both buildings, to keep 
them in good condition and continue to 

provide a place for Sunday worship, 
for funerals, weddings and baptisms, 
for parties, Bridge group, quizzes, 
Lunch Club, Scrabble, Mindful Moves, 
and so much more. 

We have asked the congregation to 
contribute and they have already 
raised £6,000. If others would be 
willing to contribute, we undertake to 
spend the money wisely; we always 
do small repairs and regular cleaning 
ourselves to limit the need for 
fundraising. 

If you would like to support the 
appeal you can make a transfer to our 
bank account, PCC of Swanmore, 
with these account details: 

Sort Code: 30-90-85 
Account No: 00135767 
Reference: 180 Appeal 
Alternatively, cheques, payable to 

PCC of Swanmore, can be sent to the 
Treasurer at 2 Donigers Dell, 
Swanmore, SO32 2TL.Thank you. 

Revd Nick Whitehead 

Church news

St Barnabas 1845–2025  

Fundraising for much 
needed repairs 

Planned Repairs 2025/2026 
Paterson Centre roof and gully repair £4,600 
Audio system £900 
Lighting £600 
Church interior walls £7,500 
Appeal target total £13,600 

Top above: 
Damage to the 
Paterson Centre 
roof. 

Above: 
Volunteers 
already do much 
of the needed 
church 
maintenance and 
repairs. 

Left: Damage 
caused by damp 
is now evident in 
many places in 
St Barnabas. 
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St Barnabas ad hoc choir 
Come and sing at 
the Carol Service 
The St Barnabas Carol Service will be 
at 6:30pm on Sunday 21st December 
this year. As in previous years, we are 
hoping to put together an ad hoc choir 
to sing a few items in the service. 
Copies of the music will be provided.  

The rehearsals will be at different 
times from our normal arrangements, 
so please note the following: 
� Monday 8th December 6pm–7pm 
� Monday 15th December 6pm–7pm 
� Sunday 21st December 4.30pm –

5.45pm 
If you would like to be part of this 

ad hoc choir, please email me at 
peterfellows63@gmail.com – ideally 
by Friday 5th December, so that I can 
arrange for some music to be made 
available for you.             

Peter Fellows 

As this magazine went to press we 
learned that Barnaby’s has won the 
Hampshire Chronicle and Romsey 
Advertiser “Café of the Year” award!  

We were very grateful, proud and 
thrilled to have been nominated and 
make it onto the final short-list. To win 
is incredible. Thank you to all our 
lovely customers old and new.   

It’s been an extremely busy and 
successful year with many hundreds 
of pounds raised for a variety of well 
deserving charities, large and small. 
Every sip of coffee/tea and slice of 
cake bought contributes to this. 

Charities we have supported this 
year include: 1st Swanmore Scouts 
(raising money for a new scout hut), 
Winchester Hospice, Winchester & 
District Young Carers, First 
Responders, Saltergate Children’s 
Home, Harbour Cancer Support 
Gosport … and many others. 

The Classic Cars season ended 
with a magnificent display of cars and 
a huge amount of money raised for 
charity. Many thanks to Berty and his 
team of helpers for organising this.  

We look forward to welcoming you 
all into Barnaby’s over the build-up to 
Christmas. It will see the return of our 
very popular festive hot chocolate. 
Keep an eye on our Facebook page 
for our Christmas opening hours. As 

always, a massive thank you to all our 
fabulous volunteers – we could not do 
this without you, whether it’s cake 
baking, clearing tables and hoovering 
the floor, or making coffee. We are so 
grateful for you all. Here’s to another 
great year in 2026. 

Roger de Vere 
Below: Don’t forget to try Barnaby’s 
ever-popular hot chocolate. Bottom: 
Julie Smith celebrates with Maureen 
Jolliffe from the Hampshire Chronicle 
as Barnaby’s made it onto the “Café of 
the Year” short list  

Church news                          Around the village
Methodist Church 
Home alone this 
Christmas Day? 
Swanmore Methodist Church 
is again organising a  
Christmas lunch at 12.30  
for 1pm for anyone who will  
be home alone on  
Christmas Day. 

If you live in Swanmore  
or surrounding villages  
and may be lonely and  
wishing for company  
then come and join us  
for Christmas lunch  
with pleasant, cheerful  
company. Limited  
transport is available.  

Please let us know if you would like 
to come by 8th December. Contact 
Helen Currie on 07775 988104 or email 
h_currie@sky.com. 

Helen Currie 
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Barnaby’s Coffee Shop 

It really is the best in 
Hampshire!
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Welcoming our newest 
Council members 
We are very pleased to welcome 
Hilary Walsh to the Council, filling our 
recent Parish Councillor vacancy by 
co-option.  

Hilary has a solid background in 
law and governance and, now retired, 
is keen to be more actively involved in 
our community. She already 
volunteers at the Cygnets baby and 
toddler group, which meets weekly 
during term time in the Paterson 
Centre, and we are delighted to have 
her on board. 

We have also co-opted Martyn 
Davis as a resident member of our 
Planning and Highways Committee. 
Martyn previously served as a 
councillor in Gosport, chaired the 
Regulatory Board, and sat on the 
Licensing Committee.  His experience 
will be invaluable as we prepare for 
the challenges ahead relating to the 
next Local Plan review and future 
housing development in Swanmore. 

Paul Eathorne hard at work keeping 
the village clean, tidy and well-
maintained. 

Farewell to Paul 
Last month, we said a heartfelt 
farewell to our Parish Maintenance 
Officer, Paul Eathorne, who worked 
with us for more than two and a half 
years. 

From the moment he 
joined, Paul hit the ground 
running and never looked 
back. His dedication and 
the pride he took in both 
his work and our village 
were truly remarkable. We 
are deeply grateful for all 
his efforts and the positive 
impact he made during 
his time with us. 

We now face the task 
of filling Paul’s shoes in 
this important role. While 
it’s certainly a challenge, 
we are hopeful that we’ll 
find someone who can 
continue the excellent 
work he started and help 
us keep the village 
running smoothly. 

Gravel Hill crossroads 
Swanmore Parish Council has been 
working alongside Councillor Malcolm 
Wallace to address residents' 
concerns about road safety at the 
Gravel Hill/ Bishop's Wood Road/ 
Forest Road junction.  

In September we met 
representatives from Hampshire 
Highways at the junction so that they 
could see and understand the issues. 
Highways have now completed a 
review and started improvement works 
in November.  

The main change will be the 
introduction of “STOP” signs in Forest 
Road and Bishop’s Wood Road at the 
side junctions. There will also be a 
new high-grip road surface, 
improvements to road markings and 
new more-prominent bollards.  

All the existing stop signs with their 
inverted triangles and signposts will be 
replaced with high-vis yellow backings. 

The warning signs, including the 
vehicle-activated sign (VAS) on 
Bishop's Wood Road, will be updated 
to reflect the “STOP” command.  

The crossroads are shown on the 
diagram below – but the full map 
detailing all the planned improvements 
can be found on the news pages of 
the Parish Council website 
www.swanmorepc-pc.gov.uk. 

We share everyone's concerns 
about this junction and hope that these 
works will make a real difference. 

From Swanmore Parish Council

Parish Council Office 
Tracey Molloy 
Executive Officer 

Hollythorns House 
New Road 
Swanmore, SO32 2NW 
Tel: 01489 890651 
Email: clerk@swanmore-pc.gov.uk 
Web: www.swanmorepc-pc.gov.uk 

PUBLIC OPENING TIMES 
WEEKDAYS 10am-2pm 

Please contact us by email, letter or 
phone, or visit us at the office.

SPC Meeting Dates 
Council meetings are open to the 
public and are held in the Parish 
Office, usually starting at 7pm.  
There are no committee meetings 
during December. 
13th January – Planning and 

Highways Committee 
20th January – Open Spaces and 

Amenities Committee 
27th January – Full Council 
Please contact the Executive Officer 
at the Parish Office if you would like 
more information.
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Christmas lights switch on
The village Christmas lights were due 
to be turned on on the 1st December – 
just before this issue of the magazine 
became available! 

The Parish Council wishes 
everyone a safe and joyful Christmas 
and a happy and healthy New Year. 

We’re recruiting 
�Parish Maintenance Support 

Role. 
�£15 to £20 per hour, depending 

on skills and experience. 
�One day a week, to be worked 

flexibly and by agreement. 
�On an employed or self-

employed basis. 
Swanmore Parish Council is looking to 
recruit a competent, practical person 
with a positive, can-do attitude to 
perform maintenance and cleaning 
tasks around the village. 

Main responsibilities: 
1.Painting and staining Council-owned 

street furniture including benches, 
notice boards, planters and bus 
shelters. 

2.Minor repairs to Council-owned 
street furniture including benches, 
fences, gates and bus shelters. 

3.Sweeping roads, pavements and the 
areas around Parish Council owned 
property. 

4.Clearing footways of vegetation and 
cutting back overhanging vegetation. 

5.Cleaning signs, street names, bus 
shelters, litter bins, benches and 
play equipment. 

6.Litter picking. 
7.Weeding, planting, strimming and 

general gardening activities. 

Key attributes we are looking for: 
�A positive, can-do attitude. We will 

provide a comprehensive list of the 
sort of tasks we will ask you to do 
but we require someone who is able 
to be flexible and responsive to 
whatever needs to be done in terms 
of general village upkeep. 

�Experience of carrying out general 
repairs, basic DIY and gardening. 

�Competent in the use of power tools, 
ensuring compliance with health and 
safety requirements. 

�Good attention to detail. 
�Good communication skills: you will 

be working closely with Parish. 
Council officers to understand what 
needs to be done and to feed back 
on maintenance issues. 

�Good customer service skills, you 
will be public-acing when out and 
about in the village and need to be 
approachable and diplomatic. 
The Council will provide safety 

gear, signage, and tools and 
equipment where necessary.  

For further information and to 
request an application pack please 
email Tracey Molloy,  Executive 
Officer, clerk@swanmore-pc.gov.uk or 
telephone 01489 890651.  

Swanmore Parish Council is an 
Equal Opportunities Employer and 
welcomes applications from all 
sections of the community.  

Closing date for receipt of 
completed applications is 5pm on 5th 
December 2025.  

We aim to hold interviews in the 
week commencing 15th December 
2025 with the newly recruited person 
starting work in January 2026.  

SWaCS 

Mild weather 
delays thermal 
camera use 
The third Swanmore thermal imaging 
camera season has launched but at 
the time of writing the weather hasn’t 
been cold enough for it to be loaned 
out for surveys. 

Sustainable Waltham Chase and 
Swanmore sends out the camera free 
of charge each winter to enable 
people in the parish to find out how 
well their homes are heated: does 
your house hold onto its heating or 
does it leak out? The photos are a 
great way to find out whether you can 
make some simple changes to boost 
the cosiness of your house and help 
save on fuel bills too. 

Once you’ve done a survey and 
have an idea of any issues, two 
members of our community volunteers 
are “energy champions” and can 
provide information on energy 
efficiency, insulation and renewable 
energy. 

Owing to mild weather into 
November we have a waiting list for 
the camera, but contact us via our 
website swacs.co.uk or email 
info@swacs.co.uk to borrow the 
camera or to arrange to speak with our 
energy champions. 

We are also supporting “My Home 
Made Better”, a charity-implemented 
scheme run across Hampshire, 
backed by local councils and funded 
by the Energy Redress Scheme.  

You can contact them at https://
myhomemadebetter.org for a free and 
impartial full-home consultation. There 
is no sales pitch involved, just the 
chance to speak with an expert – 
we’ve tried it and it was really helpful!  

SWaCS held its annual general 
meeting in November. followed by 
lunch; our thanks to the team at The 
Rising Sun for hosting us. 

And finally, a very happy Christmas 
and New Year to you all. As we head 
into the festivities we hope that you 
too will remember to reduce, reuse 
and recycle wherever possible. 

Kim Blakeway
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The four Cobbett brothers – George, 
Thomas, William and Anthony – were 
born in Farnham to George Cobbett, a 
farmer, and his wife Anne Vincent 
between 1761 and 1764. Their father 
ensured that they had a basic 
education in reading, writing and 
arithmetic and he took them to cricket 
matches and hop fairs.  

Of the four, William – who would 
become a pamphleteer, journalist, 
radical politician and farmer – is 
perhaps best remembered today as 
the author of Rural Rides, recounting 
his various journeys around Britain. 
His story may be the most remarkable 
– but it is other members of the family 
who lived in Swanmore that are also 
remembered at Cobbett Close. 

As a child, William, born in March 
1763, would be out at daybreak 
scaring the crows and anything that 
might spoil his father’s crops. This 
rising early was a habit that stayed 
with him his whole life. By his teens he 

was capable of sowing, harvesting and 
all other work relating to farming. 

So how did William journey from 
relative obscurity to become one of the 
most notable – some would say 
notorious – men in England? 
Someone who dined with the Prime 
Minister and was offered the editorship 
of The Times; a prolific writer and 
publisher and the originator of 
Hansard? 

In May 1783 William left the family 
farm and caught the Guildford coach 
to London. He initially found 
employment at Gray’s Inn as clerk to 
an attorney, working from 5am to 8pm, 
but within a few months he had 
enlisted in the army and set sail with 
his regiment – the 54th (West Norfolk) 
Regiment of Foot – for New Brunswick 
in Canada to endure a long winter with 
temperatures as low as -40°C. Despite 
the cold William loved Canada, 
particularly the farmers and their 
simple life as well as its great forests 

and rivers stocked with 
salmon. His abilities within 
the army were quickly 
recognised, making him the 
regimental clerk 
responsible for the 
accounts, letters and 
payroll for which he was 
promoted to Sergeant 
Major. It was here he met 
his future wife Anne Reid 
(1774–1848); they were 
married in 1792 after his 

return to England and would have six 
children between 1795 and 1807. 

Back in England 
William returned to England in 1791 
obtaining his discharge from the Army, 
despite their reluctance to lose him, 
even offering promotion to Ensign. He 
then prepared a case for corruption in 
the Army relating to money being 
stolen from the ordinary soldiers and 
diverted to the officers. A month before 
his marriage to Anne, this corruption 
case was sent to Sir George Young 
the Secretary of State for War on 14th 
January 1792. William knew that he 
could not ask any soldier to support 
him as they would soon face a charge 
that would result in a flogging. He also 
realised that he was up against the 
establishment of the ruling class and 
could face transportation to Botany 
Bay. 

Thus William and his new wife 
went to France in the spring of 1792 
where the revolution was at its peak 
and Louis XVI would soon be sent to 
the guillotine. France was at war with 
Austria and foreigners were not 
welcome so in September William and 
his wife sailed from Le Havre to 
America. 

From 1793 he lived in Philadelphia, 
earning a living teaching French 
people English and translating texts 
from French into English. He also set 
up a successful newspaper called the 
Porcupine Gazette. After the War of 
Independence there was considerable 
anti-British feeling, which Cobbett 
countered with pro-British pamphlets 
that were widely circulated.  

Eventually, after being successfully 
sued for libel, in 1800 Cobbett and his 
family fled first to Nova Scotia and 
then to Falmouth to avoid the $8,000 
fine and legal costs. 

His fame for standing up for Britain 
whilst in America was widely 
appreciated by the British Government 
and he was invited to dine with Prime 
Minister William Pitt the Younger and 
other senior members of the 
Government.  

His literary and editing skills were 
recognised and he was offered 

Local history
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The Cobbetts Part 1 

William Cobbett – journalist 
and political reformer 
One of the more recent roads in Swanmore is Cobbett Close, 
named for the family of the noted eighteenth century 
polemicist William Cobbett, whose brothers were associated 
with Swanmore and Droxford. In this part of their story 
Crawford Wright focusses on William Cobbett up to 1810. 

James Gillray (died 1815), 
published the spoof “The 
life of William Cobbett - 
written by himself” in 
1809.  This illustration 
imagines William in the 
army.



editorship of The Times but declined, 
since he regarded all newspapers of 
the day as instruments of the 
government and the corrupt ruling 
class. So he set up his own 
newspaper, The Porcupine, followed a 
few months later by the far more 
successful The Political Register, 
which soon sold 2,000 copies each 
week and would continue until 
Cobbett’s death.  

Parliamentary publishing 
From 1804 Cobbett embarked on a 
massive programme of publishing The 
Parliamentary History of England, from 
1066 to 1803 in some 32 volumes. 
These were soon accompanied by 
reports of more contemporary events 
as Cobbett's Parliamentary Debates 
from 1803. Like the History these were 
published by Thomas Curson 
Hansard. Financial difficulties forced 
William to sell his share of the 
business to Hansard in 1812 – with 
these “unofficial accounts” gradually 
becoming the verbatim reports we 
know today as Hansard. 

In 1805 William and his family 
moved to Hampshire, buying Botley 
House, a substantial building 
overlooking the river and close to the 
bridge. The river at that time was 
navigable up to Botley Mill. He thought 
that Botley was a delightful place to 
bring up a family, and spent more time 
with his children – four of them by then 
aged ten, eight, five and two – 
teaching them drawing, writing, 
arithmetic and debating.  

In October 1805 William acquired 
Cock Street Farm, which was then in 
the parish of Droxford and became 
Cott Street Farm, for his elder brother 

Thomas and 
his family. 
Thomas had 
married 
Martha 
Honey in 
Gosport and 
they would 
have nine 
children. The 
following year 
William acquired other farms including 
Raglington Farm in Droxford (now in 
Shedfield off the A334) and Fairthorn 
Manor of 249 acres (off the Botley/
Burridge Road, A3051).  

A hard master 
William was not an easy man to work 
for and unwilling to pay his workers in 
coin, so they were often paid in flour. 
William considered this reasonable 
since he sold the flour at wholesale 
prices.  

In 1809 he hired a 15-year-old boy 
named Jesse Burgess to clean out his 
stables and look after the horses. 
Being himself an early riser, when 
William found the boy still in bed he 
scolded him. This happened on a 
number of occasions, so Jesse 
absconded and returned home to 
Droxford, although he was legally 
bound to stay in his workplace. 

William obtained a warrant from a 
Southampton magistrate that required  
the arrest of Jesse and his return to 
Botley. So Jesse, with his mother and 
brother, walked from Droxford to 
Botley, where mother and brother 
were also arrested for collusion in 
Jesse’s escape. They were sent to 
Southampton and released on the 
basis that they would bring Jesse to 
Southampton. William offered no help 
and they had to walk back to Droxford.  

Unfortunately for William, Jesse’s 
brother worked for Richard Goodlad of 
Hill Place, Swanmore, who was a 
magistrate and advised that they had 
a case for wrongful arrest and to ask 
for £1,000 in damages. He advised 

them to use William Gunner of 
Bishop’s Waltham as their attorney.  

The case came up at Winchester 
and William Cobbett was found guilty 
and paid a fine. The prosecution 
asked for a fine of £333-6s-8d 
(£333.33); the jury said he should only 
pay £3-6s-8d (£3.33) The real damage 
was to his credibility as one who 
professed to support the poor. For the 
government newspapers this was an 
opportunity to denigrate William by 
showing him as claiming to support 
the poor while acting as their 
oppressor.  

In 1809 William was the instigator 
of a new toll road from Titchfield to 
Twyford via Botley, Fair Oak, and 
Fisher’s Pond and then on into 
Winchester. The Act for this was 
passed by Parliament in 1810. The 
new road would increase trade to the 
distinct detriment of Bishop’s Waltham. 
It also ran close to William’s farms 
allowing him to get his farm produce 
and timber to market.  

At that time the road from Bishop’s 
Waltham to Winchester ran via 
Beeches Hill and Stephen’s Castle 
Down, a rather torturous route. Part of 
Cobbett’s new road would also run 
through the outer parts of Bishop’s 
Waltham, so not only would the village 
lose trade but it would also have to 
pay for the upkeep of the road that ran 
through the parish. 

The government was still anxious 
to stop William’s publications and also 
to ruin him financially.  

Their opportunity soon came.              
To be continued 
Crawford Wright 

Local history

Botley House 
acquired by 

William Cobbett 
in 1805.

William sold his 
share  of 
“Cobbett’s 
Parliamentary 
Debates” to 
Thomas 
Hansard in 
1812 who then 
republished 
them under his 
own name.
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Illustration from the 1890s.
Panto time 
He’s behind you!
Christmas is, of course, panto time. It 
may be an art form that originated in 
ancient Greece and thrived during the 
sixteenth century as Italy’s Commedia 
dell’Arte, but today it has become a 
largely British mixture of songs, jokes, 
slapstick comedy and dancing that 
delights both children and adults alike.

If, after enjoying SADS’ “Once 
upon a time”, you’re after more 
pantomime during the festive season 
there is plenty of choice on offer.
�Imagine Theatre’s production of

“Beauty and the Beast” is at 
Fareham Live from 2nd December to 
4th January. Tickets from £13.75.

�“Puss in Boots” is at the Theatre 
Royal Winchester from 29th 
November to 4th January. Tickets 
from £16.50.

�At the Mayflower in Southampton is 
“The Pantomime Adventures of 
Peter Pan” – probably rather 
different from the usual versions of 
Barrie’s famous story. The show 
runs from 13th December to 4th 
January with tickets from £19.50.

�Kings Portsmouth has Pompey 
Panto’s production of “Aladdin” – the 
show runs from 5th to 31st 
December, and tickets are from £10.

�“Snow White” at Arden Theatre, 
Titchfield is from 12th to 30th 
December – complete with seven 
dwarves and a poisoned apple. 
Tickets from £15.

After family and feasting on Christmas 
Day, for many people Boxing Day – if 
the weather holds – is for left overs 
and long walks. Swanmore is blessed 
with plenty of footpaths and easy 
access to the countryside so no need 
to drive miles to find some greenery. 
Tracks are well marked throughout the 
village. 

Most residents already have their 
favourites, but newcomers might like 
to follow our suggested Boxing Day 
stroll, which will take up to an hour. It’s 
mostly kissing gates and easy walking 
– although if there is much rain prior to 
Christmas then parts of Jervis Court 
Lane may still be under water, so 
wellingtons are recommended.

There may be livestock in some 
fields, so keep dogs on leads and 
under control .Always keep strictly to 
the footpaths – especially when 
crossing the big field at the start and 
end of the walk.
1. From the village centre take the 

footpath next to the Primary School 
and go through the kissing gate into 
the large field. 

2. Where the footpaths cross turn left 
and go through a kissing gate onto 

a short track through a wooded 
area to reach Hampton Hill. 

3. Turn right and go up the hill to a 
footpath on the left just before you 
reach Well Lane; go through th e 
kissing gate and.continue past the 
Quaker Burial Ground to the 
junction with Jervis Court Lane. 

4. Turn left and almost immediately 
right through a field gate and uphill 
to the next kissing gate. Don’t go 
through the gate but turn left along 
a fence to another kissing gate; go 
through and continue in the same 
direction along a line of trees.

5. Turn left and follow the track as it 
crosses the field diagonally to take 
you back to Jervis Court Lane. Turn 
left and return along the lane (which 
can be wet at times) to the junction 
with Park Lane.

6. Turn left and continue uphill towards 
the junction with Vicarage Lane on 
your right by the old village green. 

7. Turn right and continue along 
Vicarage Lane to reach the kissing 
gate at the top of the big field 
crossed earlier. Go through the gate 
and follow the footpath to return to 
the village centre.

Christmas is coming!
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Boxing Day walk

Time for some fresh airr
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An exciting project is underway at 
Bishop’s Waltham North Pond to 
create nesting sites for the sand 
martins that are regularly seen at the 
pond in spring. 

The pond is managed by the 
Bishop’s Waltham North Pond 
Conservation Group, which is a 
registered charity, and between 
September and March the group’s 
work parties meet on Saturday 
mornings to carry out maintenance 
and clear willow from the pond.  

In collaboration with the 
conservation group, the artificial sand 
martin bank is being constructed 
facing the viewing area along 
Winchester Road. Local birder Adrian 
“Ady” Smith is helping drive the 
project.  

Sand martins are small, migratory 
birds that travel thousands of miles 
from Africa to breed in the UK each 
spring. They nest in colonies, digging 
tunnels into sandy banks and quarry 

walls –a natural habitat that is 
becoming increasingly scarce due to 
erosion, development and land use 
changes. 

By providing artificial nesting sites, 
we can help support their population, 
offer safe places to breed, and 
contribute to the conservation of a 
species that's both fascinating to 
watch and ecologically important.  

Sand martins, much like swifts, 
swallows and house martins, are 
aerial feeders that love to feed over 
water, catching insects on the wing, 
and their aerial displays as they feed 
over water are a sure sign that 
summer is on its way! 

That makes North Pond the perfect 
location – not only is it an ideal habitat 
for the birds, but it also offers great 
viewing opportunities for visitors and 
bird lovers. Sand martins are regularly 
seen over the pond from March each 
year, but the pond offers no suitable 
nesting habitat. A GoFundMe site was 

set up to finance the project and 
raised £850 within a week – it 
demonstrated an amazing amount of 
generosity and interest from local 
people and will cover all our costs. All 
the timber and nesting chambers, in 
the form of drainage pipe, has been 
donated by Rob Matthews of Viking 
Projects.  

Ady and I have been humbled by 
these donations and the numbers who 
have contributed. It is a real 
community project that people can see 
as they walk and drive by knowing 
they have helped a fantastic 
conservation project. A big thank you 
to Barry Jerome, Chairman of the 
North Pond Conservation Group, for 
his help and support and to Dan 
Koralewski from the Welding Corner in 

Nature notes
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Nature conservation 

Encouraging sand martins 
in Bishop’s Waltham

Far left: Aaron 
assembling the bank’s 
frame. Left: A finished 
sand martin bank at 
the Unstead Wetlands  
Reserve. Below: RSPB 
Langford Lowfields 
sand martin bank 
attracted nesters within 
three weeks. Opposite 
page: Arti�cial sand 
martin bank at 
Cotswold Water Park.

Sand martin 
(Riparia riparia)



Curdridge for welding our frame. We 
are still looking for an expert to help us 
render the structure when complete. 

Modular structure 
Artificial sand martin banks have been 
successful at Arunde Wetlands and 
Blashford Lakes locally. Our design is 
a timber carcass supported by a 
scaffolding frame that will hold 48 
nesting chambers. When complete our 
sand martin bank will be about 3m/10ft 
long by 1m/3ft wide by 1.2m/4ft high. 
The scaffolding frame has been 
secured by auguring holes into the 
clay/silt pond bed and dropping into 
position, with the finished level of the 
bank around 30cm/1ft above the 1m/
3ft water depth gauge situated at the 
sluice gate.  

The temporary structure is a 
modular build and can be maintained 
during the periods when the water 
dissipates from the pond. It will also 
have rear access allowing volunteers 
and bird ringers to check on breeding 
success.  

The exterior will be clad in plywood 
and rendered to a natural looking 
sandy cliff face finish. There will be a 
solar-powered call system that will 
play the calls of sand martins to 
encourage them in. This design has 
proven effective at many sites 
including RSPB and WWT wetland 
reserves.  

We hope that the bank will be 

ready to welcome sand martins back 
to Bishop’s Waltham in March 2026. It 
may take a year of prospecting by the 
birds before they begin to use the nest 
site – and hopefully will then do so for 
many years to come.  

Aaron Burgess 

Wildlife 
Rustles in the leaves 
As autumn brings misty mornings and 
crisp evenings, one of our most 
familiar garden visitors – the European 
hedgehog (Erinaceus europaeus) – is 
preparing for its long winter sleep. 

Often called the gardener’s best 
friend, hedgehogs are expert nocturnal 
foragers. They emerge at dusk to 
snuffle through long grass, flowerbeds, 
leaf litter, and vegetable patches in 
search of worms, beetles, slugs, and 
other invertebrates, making them 
natural pest controllers. Hedgehogs 
have a keen sense of smell and a 
remarkable ability to remember the 
location of abundant food sources. 

Solitary creatures for most of the 
year, they roam several miles each 
night in search of food and mates, 
coming together only during the 
breeding season in late spring and 
early summer. 

As temperatures drop, they retreat 
to sheltered spots such as under 
sheds, log piles, or dense shrubs, 
creating a nest of leaves and twigs 
known as a hibernaculum. Inside, their 
heartbeat slows dramatically and their 
body temperature drops, allowing 
them to survive for months without 
food. 

Once a common sight in gardens 
across the UK, numbers have declined 
sharply over recent decades. Habitat 
loss, pesticide use, and busy roads 
have all taken their toll, leaving 
hedgehogs struggling to find safe 
places to feed and hibernate. 

Fortunately, small actions at home 
can make a big difference. Hampshire 
& Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust 
recommends that leaving areas of 
long grass, creating safe corridors 
between gardens, and avoiding 
harmful chemicals all help provide the 
refuge hedgehogs need. With a bit of 
care and community effort, we can 
help ensure hedgehogs remain a 
welcome part of our gardens for 
generations to come. You can find out 
more about hedgehogs on the HIWWT 
website: hiwwt.org.uk/wildlife-explorer/
mammals/ 

Helen Skelton-Smith 
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A well-deserved award 
Ady Smith was presented with the 
Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife 
Trust’s “Individual Action for Nature 
Award” at the trust’s “Wilder Awards” 
ceremony on 25th October for his 
work in developing Bishop’s 
Waltham impressive numbers of 
nesting swifts and building hundreds 
of swift boxes. He is pictured above 
receiving the award from wildlife 
television presenter and HIWWT 
President Megan McCubbin. 



In 2024, more than 9.6 billion vehicle 
miles were travelled on Hampshire’s 
roads – a 1.5% increase on the 
previous year, and nearly back to pre-
pandemic levels. It’s a striking figure, 
and one that reflects what many of us 
experience daily: busy roads, long 
queues, and growing frustration. 

As councillors, we are regularly 
contacted by residents about traffic 
volume, speeding, and the lack of 
viable alternatives to driving.  

These aren’t abstract policy issues 
– they’re real, everyday challenges. 
From the gentleman who queues 
every morning just to exit his close, to 
those without cars struggling to reach 
hospitals or shops, the impact is felt 
across our communities. 

Yet despite this, most of the 
funding in the new South East regional 
transport strategy is still being directed 

towards building more roads – even 
though we know that more roads often 
lead to more traffic. There is a better 
way.  What we actually need are: 
�smarter road design, 
�better buses and trains, and 
�safe, accessible walking and cycling 

routes 
In short, infrastructure that gives 

people real options; and when we do 
that, we don’t just improve connectivity 
and tackle social exclusion, we also 
reduce traffic for those who genuinely 
need to drive. 

Here’s the good news: change is 
coming. 

In May 2026, our region will elect a 
new regional mayor, who will take over 
responsibility for transport strategy. 
This presents a huge opportunity to 
rethink how we plan and invest in 
transport – moving away from 
outdated twentiethth-century solutions 
and towards a system that is efficient, 
inclusive, and sustainable.  

The new mayor will have the power 
to: 
�Set regional transport priorities. 
�Allocate funding to public transport, 

walking, and cycling infrastructure. 
�Work with councils and communities 

to deliver joined-up solutions. 
This is our chance to advocate for 

a transport system that puts people – 
not just vehicles – at the heart of 

planning. Imagine what we could 
achieve if even a portion of road-
building funds were redirected to 
better buses, safer cycle paths, and 
walkable communities. The impact 
could be transformative. 

We will continue to push for these 
changes – and we encourage 
residents to engage with the mayoral 
election, ask questions, and make 
your voices heard. Together, we can 
shape a transport future that works for 
everyone. 

In the meantime, we will continue 
to convene our Transport and Travel 
Forum for Parish Councils. The aim is 
to identify common issues and 
concerns across Meon Valley parishes 
that could benefit from shared thinking 
and collaborative action – both 
between parishes and with Hampshire 
County Council, Winchester City 
Council, and the South Downs 
National Park Authority. 

Let’s keep working together to 
make transport in our region safer, 
fairer, and more sustainable. 

Around the district  
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Our Winchester and 
Hants Councillors 
�Malcolm Wallace 07739 050224 

mwallace@winchester.gov.uk 
   malcolm.wallace@hants.gov.uk 
�Danny Lee 07896 644504 

dlee@winchester.gov.uk 
�Suzanne White 07944 010909 

swhite3@winchester.gov.uk 

Malcolm Wallace 
who is also our HCC 

councillor. 

Danny Lee 

Suzanne White 

From our district  councillors 

A turning point for 
transport in Hampshire?



From our MP 
Putting pressure 
on government 
It’s all too easy to become 
disillusioned with politics when it 
seems like nothing ever gets done; but 
it has been fantastic to win important 
policy changes this year.  

For too long, our country has been 
in a mental health crisis. Serving on 
the committee for the Mental Health 
Bil with my colleagues we have made 
a differentce and put forward 
amendments to ensure the Bill was 
the best it could be.  

It is vital that we support carers and 
thanks to our amendments, for the first 
time ever, young carers supporting 
parents with a severe mental illness 
will get the help they need. 

I’ve been outraged at the lack of 
care shown towards our chalk streams 
by Southern Water, but the 
campaigning pressure we’ve been 
putting on the industry and 
government has started to pay off. It 
was announced that Ofwat will be 
replaced and there will be new powers 
to fine water firms committing 
environmental offences. We must now 
ensure that whatever replaces Ofwat 
is fit for purpose and actually holds the 
companies to account.  

While our campaigning pressure 
has yielded success in some areas, 
we still need to keep fighting in others. 
I recently spoke with farmers from 
across the Meon Valley who have told 
me about the pressures they're facing 
from inflation and the aftermath of the 
record dry summer we've just come 
through. The government’s new taxes 
on farms will fail to hit the super-rich 
tax-avoiders who use farmland as a 
loophole and will instead just force real 
farmers out of business. Farmers are 
the backbone of rural communities, 
and have been taken for granted for 
too long, so it’s more important than 
ever that we back British farms. 

If there is anything I can help you 
with, please get in touch at 
danny.chambers.mp@parliament.uk 

Danny Chambers MP 

A selection of organised walks by the 
Waltham Group of the Ramblers is 
shown below, with meeting venue and 
leader’s contact number. Newcomers 
are welcome but please contact the 
leader beforehand in case of changes. 
�Sunday 7th December – East Meon 

via Park Hill and Ramsdean, 
7.7miles, bring a picnic lunch, Karen 
07921 616142. Start: 10am. Meet in 
the car park in Workhouse Lane,  
GU32 1PF.  

�Wednesday 10 December– 
Meonstoke via Droxford, 5.6miles, 
Gill and Ian 07789 768579. Start: 
10am. Meet in the Meon Hall car 
park (£1 for parking), SO32 3NP. 

�Sunday 14th December – Durley via 
Durley Mill and Greenwood, 8miles, 
bring a picnic lunch, Julia 07714 
622668. Start: 10am. Park and meet 
in the layby next to Durley Primary 
School field, SO32 2AR.                                                                                           

�Wednesday 17th December – 
Titchfield via Meon Shore, 5miles, 
Phil 07768 463752. Start: 10am. 
Park and meet in the Community 
Centre car park, Mill Street,       
PO14 4TJ. 

�Sunday 21st December – 
Bishopstoke via Brambridge, 7miles, 

bring a picnic lunch, Andy 07449 
447247. Start: 10am. Park and meet 
in the car park off Sewell Drive, 
SO50 6JS. 

�Wednesday 7th January – 
Southwick via Boarhunt, 4.8miles, 
Gill and Ian 07789 768579. Start: 
10am. Meet in the car park behind 
The Golden Lion pub, PO17 6EB. 

�Wednesday 14th January – West 
Meon via Lippen Wood, 5miles, 
Gareth 07867 523049. Start: 10am. 
Meet in the village hall car park, 
Headon View, GU32 1LH. 

�Wednesday 21st January – Upham 
via Lower Upham and Street End, 
5.5miles, Clive 07584 243885. Start: 
10am. Park by the duck pond or in 
Church Street to meet at the duck 
pond, SO32 1JH.  

�Wednesday 28th January – Hamble-
le-Rice via Hamble Quay and Royal 
Victoria Country Park, 5miles, Phil 
07768 463752. Start: 10am. Meet in 
the car park for Mount Pleasant 
Recreation Ground off Hamble Lane,     
SO31 4ND. 

For further information about 
Waltham Ramblers, email 
delia.rampton@talktalk.net 

Delia Rampton 

Around the district  

Waltham Ramblers 

Plenty of walks this winter

Meon Valley Lions 

Sending Santa on his rounds
Meon Valley Lions will be updating 
on social media where Santa and his 
sled will be out collecting this month.  

Our recent projects have included 
serving burgers and sausages at the 
Wickham Beer Festival in early 
October and enabling the Newton 
and Soberton Guides to purchase 
new challenge books to help them 
obtain badges. The books contain 
details of numerous challenge 
badges and explain how to earn 
them.  

Carole Dash 

Right: Guides catch up with their 
next challenges thanks to the Lions.
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The Meon Valley U3A will be changing 
its meeting venue at the end of this 
year, swapping the Wickham 
Community Centre for the Our Lady 
Queen of Apostles Church Hall in 
Martin Street, Bishop’s Waltham, 
SO32 1DN.  

Meetings will continue to be held 
on the first and third Tuesdays of each 
month at 2pm.  

Next on the schedule are: 
� 2nd December – Dr John Watkins 

on “Fixing broken hearts – from 
garlic to gene therapy”. John was a 
top cardiologist at Queen Alexandra 
Hospital in Cosham for many years. 

� 16th December – Glyn Edwards 
offers you his traditional Christmas 
Quiz (hopefully not the same one). 
Doubtless there will be a bit of  

Christmas cheer to lubricate the 
meninges. 
Both these meetings are still at 

Wickham but the two in January will 
move to Bishop’s Waltham. 
� 6th January – Jenny Chase will talk 

about “Operation fortress: the drug 
story”. Jenny will explain her family 
fight against drug addiction. 

� 20th January – David Gane will talk  
about “The Story of Life”. Sounds 
enigmatic? Come and find out. 
Everybody is welcome; guests will 

have an especially warm welcome. 
(Guests pay £2 to defray speaker 
costs.) Tea and biscuits are provided 
after the talks and we always have 
pre-loved books for charitable sale. 

Lyndon Palmer – 07881 991763 
lyndonplmr@gmail.com 

Coastwatch in action – learn more at 
the January meeting. 

Bishop’s Waltham WI 
After the party it’s 
time to ‘jingle’ 
We had a delightful 60th Birthday 
celebration on Tuesday 21st October.  

Members and visitors were 
entertained by The Dolly Mixtures, a 
popular and lively a capella group. 
They sang music from the 1960s 
onwards, including favourites from The 
Beach Boys, Mamas and Papas, and 
The Beatles. 

We enjoyed a buffet, including a 
delicious celebration cake, together 
with prosecco and fruit juices. It was a 
very happy celebration! 

Our next meetings are: 
� 16th December at 7.30pm – where 

we will “Mingle and Jingle” in 
festive party spirit. 

� 20th January at 7.30pm – “Eyes 
along the Coast”, a talk from the 
National Coastwatch Institution. 
NCI volunteers work with HM 
Coastguard and RNLI to keep 
watch on coastal waters and assist 
in the protection and saving of life 
at sea and along the coastline of 
England and Wales. It should be an 
interesting session. 
Meetings are held at St Peter's 

Church Hall, Free Street, Bishop’s 
Waltham on the third Tuesday of each 
month. New members are always 
welcome. Come along and give us a 
try. For more information contact 
Hilary on 07877 478810. 

Carole Galloway 

Around the district
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Meon Valley U3A 

Meetings on the move

Waltham Priory Probus 
Looking ahead to 2026 meetings
On 4th November, members and their 
guests gathered for their monthly 
meeting at Brook House and enjoyed 
a presentation by our own member 
Kay Corke on “A History of 
Pantomime” followed by lunch. Many 
thanks to Kay for her fascinating view 
into an entertainment that we have all 
enjoyed during our lives. 

Future events include: 
�2nd December – Christmas Party 

with Jennifer Parker Lumis. 
�13th January – Burns lunch with 

speaker Mike Read on “Wildlife of 
the Scottish Mainland”. 

�3rd February – Oliver Atkinson on 
“The Meonside Farm beaver 

reintroduction project”. 
Waltham Priory Probus is a mixed 

club of men and women. We are 
currently able to accept some new 
members. If you would like to start 
each new month with some fun and 
entertainment followed by lunch join 
us on the first Tuesday morning of 
every month at Brook House, Botley. 
Please contact our secretary on 
 01489 789039 or email 
ailsajen15@gmail.com for details. 

Martin Cooke 

Below: It is hoped Meonside Farm’s 
beavers will increase biodiversity - 
learn more in February! 



It is safe to say that this year’s 
photographic exhibition at the United 
Free Church was a great success. 
There was lots of wonderful feedback 
from visitors and members alike and, 
with a comprehensive number of 
visitors’ votes, congratulations go to 
Nicky Higgens who is the winner of the 
public vote for 2025 with a very 
atmospheric picture – “Meon misty 
morning” – shown above. 

In other news, the final league 
competition of 2025 saw an entry of 22 
prints and 28 projected digital images. 
The print competition had the theme 
“Waterscapes”,whichcould include a 
seascape, inland waterways, 
waterfalls or any landscape that 
included an element or body of water.  

Providing the critique was Carl 
Reeve, who commended the high 
quality of entries in all categories and 
gave some excellent feedback. 
Winners of the fourth round 
competitions were: Barry West with 
“Haw Force Waterfall” in the 
Intermediate League and Sarah 
Townley with “Charmouth” in the  
Advanced League; she also came first 

in the projected image category with 
“Enjoying an Ice Cream”. 

The year’s league winners will be 
announced in the new year with 
trophies being awarded at the 
Society’s AGM.  

On Thursday 4th December, the 
Society will be welcoming Janey 
Divine FRPS – an acclaimed local 

photographer known for her work in 
documentary photography. Janey will 
share her latest projects and discuss 
the techniques and stories behind her 
images. Visitors are most welcome (£5 
on the door).Bishop’s Waltham 
Photographic Society welcomes new 
members and can help you with your 
photography. Why not come along to 
one of our meetings (free of charge) 
as a taster. 

We meet at St. Peter’s Hall, Free 
Street, Bishop’s Waltham, typically on 
the first Thursday of each month and 
occasionally on other Thursdays – 
please check our website for dates: 
www.bishopswalthamphotosociety. 
co.uk or drop an email to info@ 
bishopswalthamphotosociety.co.uk for 
more information. 

Dawn Blight 

Meon Valley Carers   
Support for 
dementia carers 
The Meon Valley Carers Group meets 
on the fourth Tuesday of each month 
from 2pm to 4pm, providing a meeting 
place for those caring for someone 
with dementia where they can receive 
support and information as well as 
meet and talk to other carers in similar 
situations. 

Meetings are held at the Paterson 
Centre with tea, coffee and biscuits 
provided. The programme for 
meetings is varied, with speakers 
covering a range of topics – from the 
factual and necessary to the more 
light-hearted.  

There are also arts and crafts, 
musical afternoons and games 
suitable for those living with dementia. 
For more information contact Allison 
McNally at 07771 895370 or 
allison.mcnally1968@gmail.com 

Malcolm Wearn, Trustee  

Around the district 

Bishop’s Waltham Photographic Society 

Misty winner at the 
annual exhibition

Haw Force Waterfall by Barry West
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What a great response we had to this 
year’s Christmas Shoe Box appeal 
sending gifts to children in Ukraine, 
Moldova, Montenegro and Romania. 
We took in 465 boxes from around the 
local area and particularly want to 
thank all the scouts, guides, voluntary 
organisations, churches, colleges, 
schools and communities in Bishop’s 
Waltham, Waltham Chase, Swanmore, 
Shedfield, Shirrell Heath, Wickham, 
Curdridge, Hedge End, Chandlers 
Ford and Fareham who helped us 
reach such an amazing number.  

Your boxes have now been 
checked, packed and included in the 
total from our Rotary district of 19,145 
shoe boxes, which have now been 
packed into 1,278 cartons and then 
loaded onto 112 pallets ready for 
dispatch in time for Christmas. 

Among our most recent donatins 
was £3,000 to Bishop’s Waltham 
Scout Group who have 185 attendees. 
The donation was for a new cooker, 
black-out blinds and acoustic panels  

for the ceiling to enable greater use of 
their facility at Hoe Road Recreation 
Ground. 

With Christmas coming Santa has 
been in touch, and we now have the 
routes all set for where he will be 
visiting this year, along with Roger, his  

brightly lit musical steam train. If you 
want to see a full list of roads Santa 
will be visiting, between 6pm and 8pm 
on our mobile routes, visit our website:   
www.bishopswalthamrotary.org.uk. 
You can also track Santa and Roger 
on their travels around the local area 
by following the “Where is Roger” link 
on the website.  

Ian Treveil 
 

Meon Valley Active Retirement 
Association (MVARA) members will be 
enjoying a number of festive activities 
over the Christmas period – and 
beyond.   

On Thursday 4th December there 
is a Visit to Mottisfont Abbey (pictured 
below) to view the house and grounds 
dressed for Christmas as part of 
MVARA’s programe of regular visits to 
places of interest. 

On Monday 8th December the 

Ladies’ Lunch Group Christmas Lunch 
will bereturning to last year’s highly 
successful venue – The Black Dog at 
Waltham Chase. 

The Members’ Lunch Group 
Christmas Lunch will be held at The 
Bat and Ball, Hambledon, on Friday 
21st December. The Members’ Lunch 
Group has been meeting on the third 
Friday of the month throughout the 
year, sampling the offerings of a wide 
range of local hostelries. 

Theatre Visits to Chichester 
Festival Theatre take place throughout 
the year and immediately after 
Christmas, on Tuesday 6th January, a 
party will be going to see Inspector 
Morse – House of Ghosts, with Tom 
Chambers staring as Morse.   

Looking ahead, on Thursday 12th 
February is the MVARA Winter 
Musical Soirée at St Peter’s Church 
Hall, featuring MVARA’s very own 
Singing for Fun Group. From small 
beginnings, the group has grown to 
more than 25 in number and meets 
fortnightly at the Stables in Bishop’s 
Waltham. There will be a supper and 
a charity raffle.   

Not a MVARA Member? Why not 
look at the activities that MVARA 
organises by visiting the website 
www.mvara.co.uk and then join? It 
costs just £5 for a year’s membership. 
At MVARA, we are always happy to 
welcome new members and to 
support new activities.  

Roger Wingrave 

Bishop’s Waltham Rotary Club  

Getting ready for Christmas

Around the district  

Rotary members 
Nigel Barnfield 
and Sue Rule 
pack the car with 
shoe boxes.

MVARA 

Plenty of Christmas activities
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Bishop’s Waltham Festival is planning 
a busy programme of events in 
coming months starting on 13th 
December, 2–4pm in the Jubilee Hall 
with Dick Whittington, a traditional 
pantomime for the whole family 
brought to life by a cast of five top 
professional entertainers and featuring 
the wicked Captain Blood, clueless 
Idle Jack, calamitous Sarah the Cook 
and many more. 

Doors open at 1.30pm. Bar and 

refreshments available. Tickets are 
£14 for adults, £10 for children aged 
3–17 (under-3s free) and are avaiable 
at www.bwfestival.art or from Willow 
Pet Supplies in the High Street or Best 
Wishes in Brook Street. Discounted 
family tickets also available., 

The pantomime is followed later in 
the evening on 13th December at 
6.30–11pm, by a Stand Up Comedy 
event. Headlined this year by Clinton 
Baptiste. Witness how he channels 

the spirit world with hilarity. Tickets are 
£25 and full details are on the festival 
website. 

Then on Saturday 7th February we 
are thrilled to present Agatha Appleton 
and the peril of the pyramids. Festival 
favourite, Rain or Shine Theatre, is 
back on the road with a good, old 
fashioned slice of archaeological 
adventure, heavily laced with Rain or 
Shine’s trademark silliness. Tickets 
from £8 to £14.. 

For more information visit 
www.bwfestival.art. 

Tim Wills 

Dates for your diaries 
Every Thursday 6.30pm–10pm, Swanmore Bridge Club, Paterson Centre. 
Every Friday 2pm–4pm, MVARA Scrabble, Paterson Centre. 
Fourth Tuesday of each month 2pm–4pm Meon Valley Carers Group, Paterson Centre 

December 
2nd December 2pm, Wickham Community Centre, U3A Dr John Watkins on “Fixing broken hearts – from garlic  

 to gene therapy”. 
6th December 7pm, St Barnabas, Christmas Concert with Swanmore Windband.  
7th December 10am, Wickham Ramblers, East Meon via Park Hill and Ramsdean. For more December rambles  

 see p.27. 
10th December 8pm, Paterson Centre, Swanmore Society, David Bailey on “Wildlife Wanderings”. 
13th December 9.45am–12noon, Marsh’s Meadows, Swanmore Conservation Group work party. 
13th December 2pm, Jubilee Hall, Bishop’s Waltham, Dick Whittington. 
13th December 7.30pm, St Peter’s Bishop’s Waltham, Meon Voices Christmas Concert. 
16th December 2pm, Wickham Community Centre, U3A, Christmas Quiz. 
16th December 2pm, Paterson Centre, Nostalgic Film Club.  
16th December 7.30pm ,St Peter’s Church Hall, Free Street, Bishop’s Waltham, WI “Mingle and jingle” 

January 
6th January 2pm, Our Lady Queen of Apostles Church Hall, Martin Street, Bishop’s Waltham, U3A, Jenny  

 Chase on “Operation fortress: the drug story”. 
7th January 10am, Wickham Ramblers, Southwick via Boarhunt,  For more January rambles see p.27. 
10th January 9.45am–12noon, Marsh’s Meadows, Swanmore Conservation Group work party. 
13th January Brook House, Botley, Waltham Priory Probus Club, Mike Read on “Wildlife of the Scottish   

 Mainland”. 
14th January 8pm, Paterson Centre, Swanmore Society, Penny Copeland on“Tudor and Stuart Houses in   

 Bishop’s Waltham and Beyond”. 
20th January 2pm, Our Lady Queen of Apostles Church Hall, Martin Street, Bishop’s Waltham, U3A, David  

 Gane on “The Story of Life”. 
20th January 2pm, Paterson Centre, Nostalgic Film Club. 
20th January 7.30pm, St Peter’s Church Hall, Free Street, Bishop’s Waltham, WI “Eyes along the Coast” with  

 the National Coastwatch Institution. 

February 
3rd February Brook House, Botley, Waltham Priory Probus Club, Oliver Atkinson on-“The Meonside Farm   

 beaver reintroduction project”. 
7th February 7pm, Swanmore Village Hall, Quiz and Pudding Night. 
7th February 6.30pm, Jubilee Hall, Bishop’s Waltham Agatha Appleton and the peril of the pyramids. 
11th February 8pm, Paterson Centre, Swanmore Society, “Working and Wandering in Australia” by Martin Letts. 
12th February 6.30pm, St Peters Church, MVARA Winter Musical Soirée.  
17th February 2pm, Paterson Centre, Nostalgic Film Club. 
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BW Festival 

Plenty of entertainment ahead



Animal services
The Dog Room 40

Building/carpentry/property 
maintenance

M R Chase 42
Lee Cooper 36
Dean Architectural Technician 41
Diamond Carpentry 38
R & G Gamblin 42
Tim Millier Carpentry 37

Chimneys/logs
Chimney Sweep 42
R J Ralls 35
Woodlea Nursery 39

Computer services
Computer Problems Solved 36

Crafts and gifts
The Square Yard 38

Educational/childcare 
Sallie Smith 38
Swanmore Pre-School 41

Electrical services 
P Graham Electrical 40
MFC Electrical Ltd 39
G Rixon Ltd 36

Environment
Burrow Environmental 40
EMF HomeSafe 384

Fencing
RJS Fencing Contractor 35

Financial/legal services
Butler & Co 40
Chamberlains 41
Nicholas Ridge 36

Food & drink
Wyches Vineyard 33

Funeral services
South Downs Funeral Service 33
Richard Steel & Partners 34

Gardening/forestry
Nelson’s Garden Maintenance 38
Oscar Emery Tree Care 38
Richard’s Grass Cutting 37
SJB Services 34
Gerald M Vivian 39

Glass & windows
Steve West 37

Hairdressers
Shades of Sweetpea 37

Health services
Goodwin Foot Health 40
Piers Spencer Osteopath 35
Saxby’s Eye Care 35
SanPau: Creatiive Wellbeing 37

Household services
Alan Shawyer Appliance 
     Repairs 36
Creating Space 39

Motor repairs
Taylor’s Garage 42

Music
Meon Music 41

Painting and decorating
Philip Broad 39
R J Fisher 38
Mark & June Mason 39
N W Stubbington Ltd 39

Plumbing and heating
William Fleming 34
J D Humphrey Ltd 39
G Rixon Ltd 36
White Rose Plumbing 41

Printers 
Solent Design 42

Roofs and roofing
Oakley Improvements 43

Septic tanks
Burrow Environmental 40

To advertise in 
The Swanmore Link 

please contact 
Dennis Wheeler on 

07490 676710 or 
dennis.123.wheeler@

gmail.com

If you contact any of 
our advertisers 

please remember to 
say that you found 

them in 
The Swanmore LInk

Advertisers’ Directory
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V I N E Y A R D

Award Winning Quality 
English Wine from the 
chalky slopes of  The South 
Downs in Upper Swanmore 
Please contact us by email, phone, or by 
completing the online form on our website.

We will deliver for free within a 20-mile 
radius of Swanmore, Hampshire.

5% discount available on orders 
of 12 bottles or more.

info@wychesvineyard.co.uk      Tel 07885 822289      wychesvineyard.co.uk

Our Wickham Funeral 
Home Is Moving

- Not far away, just across the road!

Our Clanfield Funeral Home
43 Drift Road, Clanfield  PO8 0JS

Tel: 02392 570239
clanfield@southdownsfuneralservice.com

Our Denmead Funeral Home
The Old Post Office House, Hambledon Road,
Denmead  PO7 6NN | Tel: 02392 231567

care@southdownsfuneralservice.com

OUR NEW WICKHAM ADDRESS
Thorn Cottage, The Square, Wickham, Fareham, 

Hants  PO17 5JT | Tel: 01329 833920
wickham@southdownsfuneralservice.com

We are pleased to announce we have moved our Wickham Funeral Home to Thorn Cottage 
in The Square, quite literally a few yards away from our previous office.
Thorn Cottage is located next to The Old Tea House, Café, Bistro and Wine Bar.
After an extensive refurbishment of the building we are making plans to offer a full stonemasonry and counselling service.
We look forward to seeing you all, whether it is for care and support, or merely a chat to put the world to rights!

Gold Charter Funeral Plans
24 hour, local and personal service

Floristry Service  |  Stonmasonry service
No deposits required

Fully accredited and regulated member of SAIF

Our Wickham Funeral 
Home Is Moving

- Not far away, just across the road!
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BISHOP’S WALTHAM
The Gate House, Victoria Road,

Bishop’s Waltham, SO32 1DJ
01489 892640

ALRESFORD
58 West Street, Alresford, 
Hampshire, SO24 9AU

01962 798789

WINCHESTER
Alderman House, 12–14 City Road,

Winchester, SO23 8SD
01962 862333

www.steelsfunerals.co.uk
Available 24 hours

Incorporating
Nigel Chamberlain

& Partners for
over 30 years
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Tree and Hedge 
Maintenance

Fully qualified and insured
One o! jobs
Regular maintenance
Local reliable service based in Swanmore

Contact Simon for a FREE quotation on:

01489 890577  |  07976 264719
simonbrn3@googlemail.com

@s.j.b.services
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Piers Spencer
Registered Osteopath

Bishop's Waltham
Osteopathic Clinic

White Hart Stables, Bank Street
Bishop's Waltham SO32 1AN

01489 891 880
piersspencer@hotmail.com
www.bwosteopathy.co.uk

AGRICULTURAL, EQUESTRIAN 
& DOMESTIC FENCING

Stock Fence   I Deer Fence   I Equifence
Post & Rail   I Stake & Rail

Permanent   I Electric Fencing
Closeboards   I  Panel Fencing   I Trellis

Picket Fencing   I Dog Proof Fencing
Call Richard on 07930 229649

www.rjs-fenc#ng.co.uk

2 Houchin Street, Bishops Waltham SO32 1AR

01489 896330
info@saxbys-eyecare.co.uk

RJ Ralls
solid fuel services

Chimney Sweep
Fully qualified and registered

Fully insured
Certificates issued

Contact Rob on 07795 060 270

rjralls.co.uk
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CPS Ltd, Orchardlea

07962 641796
01489 890738

Christopher GuŽnier

Computer Problems Solved

Swanmore, Hampshire. SO32 2QZ
info@computerproblemssolvedltd.co.uk
www.cps-ltd.org.uk

A qualiÞed and experienced Computer Engineer who can 
efÞciently solve all your home and business computer needs. 

Oakleaf, Ludwells Lane, Waltham Chase, Southampton, SO32 2NP

t: 01489 899102  e: nicholas@nicholasridgecta.co.uk

www.nicholasridgecta.co.uk

WATCHING OUT FOR THE NEXT 
GENERATION

Is IHT a factor in making my Will? Is a Family Trust a good idea?

PROPERTY OR WORK OVERSEAS
How does it affect my tax if I live, work or have property abroad?

FOR ENTREPRENEURS
Am I the only one wondering wh ether itÕs worth all the aggro?

PERSONAL TAX
What is the best way to order my tax affairs, in full compliance 

with the law?

SELLING MY BUSINESS
How much tax will I pay? What is my business worth?

EXPERT TAX ADVICE
WITH A HUMAN FACE

FOR THE MEON VALLEY
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ELECTRICAL PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEERS

G. RIXON LTD.  Wynot  Heath Road  Soberton  Hampshire  SO32 3PQ

We carry out small jobs such as attending to faulty
light fittings and dripping taps, to larger jobs such
as complete rewires and replacement bathrooms.
We are disabled adaptation specialists and install

level access showers and accessible kitchens.
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LOCAL GLASS REPAIRS
WINDOWS & DOORS

All Aspects of Glass & Glazing

Steve West: 07718 513283
Email: bootneck67@icloud.com

Based in Swanmore

Replacement Double Glazed Units
Remedial work to Windows & UPVC Doors

Emergency Lock Outs
Lock Replacements for Windows & UPVC Doors

hair  by   D.Fulstow

Debbie & her team would like to welcome you to 
Shades of Sweetpea hair salon. A new hairdressing 

business situated in Chapel Road Swanmore. Specialists 
in cuts and colours, also wedding and occasion hair. 

Pop in and pick up a price list, or book a free of charge 
consultation, so we can assess your hair and advise you 

on the right style for you and your hair. 

All the family welcome! 

Chapel Road, Swanmore SO32 2QB 
01489 893646 

Open  
Wednesday 9am-6.30pm, Thursday 10am-8pm,  

Friday 9am-7.30pm, Saturday 8am-3pm

To advertise in the 
Swanmore Magazine contact

John Austin on 
01489 893409 Tim Millier

Carpentry ¥ Joinery

Email: tim.millier @gmail.com
Tel: 01489 356921

Built-in lounge  |  Study and bedroom furniture
Doors fitted  |  Woodwork repairs

Custom built projects  |  Building services

Your requirements to our standards

Tel: 01489 422272               Mobile: 07748 856684
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40 4009/2038

R.J. Fisher Ltd
Interior & Exterior Painting  

& Decorating
Over 30 years experience

For your free estimate
please telephone
01489 331136
07921 508941

I offer English, French and German Tuition I offer English, French and German Tuition 
to GCSE Level including adults returning to GCSE Level including adults returning 

to learning and SEN.to learning and SEN.
All subjects at Foundation, KS1 and KS2.All subjects at Foundation, KS1 and KS2.

Common Entrance Preparation.Common Entrance Preparation.
French and German Conversation Groups.French and German Conversation Groups.

Please contact Sallie Smith, Please contact Sallie Smith, 
Primary/Secondary Teacher Ð Primary/Secondary Teacher Ð 

33 yearsÕ experience B.A. Hons, PGCE, 33 yearsÕ experience B.A. Hons, PGCE, 
DBS checkedDBS checked

01489 278018 - 07762 492651 01489 278018 - 07762 492651 
salliesmith@sky.comsalliesmith@sky.com

To advertise in the  
Swanmore Magazine contact

John Austin on  
01489 893409

Environmental Consultancy Electromagnetic
Radiation & Healthy Home Survey

01329 234654 ¥  07816 01725001329 234654 ¥ 07816 017250
Reduced Consultation Price for Pet Households

EMFs, PM2.5/10, TVOCs, CO2, Radar, Radon Gas

Improve your living space by discovering &
preventing the unwanted effects of electromagnetic

radiation & other unhealthy pollutants.
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J & D Humphrey Ltd
Plumbing, Gas, Oil & Solid Fuel

,ĞĂƟŶŐ��/ŶƐƚĂůůĂƟŽŶƐ
'ĂƐ��&ŝƫŶŐ��ĂŶĚ��̂ ĞƌǀŝĐŝŶŐ

Gas Safe Register No: 9995
Z�'/^d�Z�����W>hD���Z

50 Goodlands Vale, Hedge End. SO30 4SL
dĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞ͗��Ϭϭϰϴϵ��ϴϵϯϲϮϬ

Gerald M Vivian.  Landscape Gardener
�¸���3�D�Y�L�Q�J �¸���3�R�Q�G�V���	���:�D�W�H�U���I�H�D�W�X�U�H�V �¸���%�U�L�F�N���Z�D�O�O�V���	���6�W�H�S�V
�¸���)�O�L�Q�W�Z�R�U�N �¸���1�D�W�X�U�D�O���6�W�R�Q�H�Z�R�U�N �¸���)�H�Q�F�L�Q�J���	���*�D�W�H�V��
�¸���/�D�Z�Q�V �¸���3�H�U�J�R�O�D�V���	���*�D�U�G�H�Q���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V �¸���'�U�L�Y�H�Z�D�\�V

�2�Y�H�U���������\�H�D�U�V���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H���Z�L�W�K���D���U�H�S�X�W�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U��
�K�L�J�K���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���R�I���Z�R�U�N��

Tel: 01489 893954  Mob: 07769 690454
g.vivian@btinternet.com
www.geraldvivianlandscapes.co.uk

INTERIOR &
EXTERIOR
DESIGN &

DECORATION
Full Colour Schemes Available

For free, friendly advice and quotes please call
Philip Broad - Tel: 023 9281 2042  Mobile: 07720 604035

�4�X�D�O�L�À�H�G���,�Q�W�H�U�L�R�U���'�H�V�L�J�Q�H�U��
Flat 7, Dymond House, Gisors Road, Southsea, PO4 8GZ

MFC Electrical Ltd

Michael Capell

Email: mcapell95@gmail.com
Mobile: 07973 407875

MARK & JUNE MASON
HUSBAND AND WIFE HIGH QUALITY 

PAINTERS AND DECORATORS

Period to modern properties
We work around your requirements

01329 235847/ 07973 162397
masonspaint.co.uk

N.W. STUBBINGTON LTD
Internal Painting & Decoration

Telephone
07967 002885

SEASONED LOGS
FOR SALE

Half or full load delivered

For further details call John on
07940 357839

Woodlea Nursery Durley

To advertise in
The Swanmore Link

contact Dennis Wheeler

07490 676710 
dennis.123.wheeler@gmail.com 
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Avalon House, Waltham Business Park, 
Brickyard Road, Swanmore, Southampton,  

SO32 2SA
Tel:  01489 896996  

Email: enquiries@butlerco-bw.co.uk 
Website:  www.butlerco-bw.co.uk

LOCAL INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANTS AND 
TAXATION ADVISORS

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 
  

Full range of accountancy, auditing  & taxation services

Business start up advice

Book-keeping and Payroll Services 

Self-Assessment Returns

Detailed Fixed Cost Quotes   

THE DOG ROOM
Bathing, Clipping, Scissoring 
& Hand Stripping 
Nails, Ears and Glands

Quiet handling,
professionally trained

Microchip service with 
National reg - vet & KC trained

Tel: Waltham Chase 01489 892272
or 07710 622881
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CHAMBERLAINS
FAMILY SOLICITORS

Residential Conveyancing

Commercial Property

Probate & Wills    

Estate Administration

Lasting Powers of Attorney

RED LION STREET
BISHOP’S WALTHAM SO32 1ST

tel (01489) 896141
info@chamberlainslaw.co.uk

We are open Monday-Friday 8.30am-3.30pm, 
term time.

We o!er ßexible start and Þnish times.

We are registered for children aged 2-5 years.

¥ Located in a purpose-built building for 
Early years

¥ Indoor and outdoor learning environments 
¥ Experienced professional and friendly sta!
¥ We work closely with families and Carers to 

support learning & development
¥ Approved to o!er 15 and 30 hours EYE 

funding and 2 year funding

Charity No: 801230

Church road, Swanmore SO32 2PA
www.swanmorepreschool.org.uk

To Þnd out more please email:
sarah.hiscock@swanmorepreschool.org.uk

or contact us on
01489-893779 or 07958 436396

To advertise in the 
Swanmore Magazine contact

John Austin on 
01489 893409

lessons, 
live music 
& more

www.meonmusic.net
Call: 07934 791134
Lower Chase Road, Swanmore

all info 

& prices 

online

tuition
live music 
also

singing ¥ piano / keyboard ¥ theory
exam support ¥ technology

wedding packages ¥ bands, duos, 
soloists ¥ large and small events

recordings ¥ compositions ¥ accompaniments

25% EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT on lessons 
8.30amÐ10am

41
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�%�8�<���:�,�7�+���&�2�1�)�,�'�(�1�&�(
�7�U�D�G�L�Q�J���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���$�S�S�U�R�Y�H�G���7�U�D�G�H�U

�&�$�5��DQG���0�2�7�2�5�&<�&�/�(
�0�2�7V

�6HUYLFH��DQG��UHSDLU��WR��FDUV
OLJKW��FRPPHUFLDOV��DQG��KRUVH��WUDLOHUV

�$LU��FRQGLWLRQLQJ������VHUYLFH���	��UHSDLU

�&RPSHWLWLYH��SULFHV��RQ
W\UHV��EDWWHULHV��DQG��H[KDXVWV

�&ROOHFWLRQ���	��GHOLYHU\��RU��ORDQ��FDU��DYDLODEOH
VXEMHFW��WR��DYDLODELOLW\

D\ORUV���*DUDJH
�' UR[IRUG

�+DPSVKLUH���6�2���������4�/

�7HO������������������������������
9�(�+�,�&�/�(���7�(�6�7�,�1�*

�6�7�$�7�,�2�1

�z Design

�z Artwork

�z Stationery

�z�� �/�H�D�µ�H�W�V

�z Flyers

�z Brochures

�z Booklets

�z Newsletters

�z Labels

�z Postcards

�z Folders

�z Posters

�z Banners

�z Vinyl

�z Exhibition
�z Displays

Tel: 01489 892344 ¥ Email: sales@solentdesignstudio.com
www.solentdesignstudio.com

X Professional & comprehensive service
X Stringent dust control methods observed
X No mess guarantee
X Bird guards & weather cowls fitted
X Wood stoves & multi-fuel stoves serviced
X Flue inspection & airflow testing
X Calls taken seven days a week

Tel: 01962 734029
Mobile: 07721 458067

Planning work
Bricklaying. Digger Hire.
Civil Engineering. Drainage.
UPVC Windows & Doors. Fencing.
Plastic Fascia & Soffit. Plastering.
Concrete.  Driveways.
Loft Conversion.  Plumbing.
Roofing Pitch & Flat. Garages.
Painting.   Carpentry.
Conservatories.  Electrics.

For Free Estimates please phone
Rob

01489 - 891801

Your  Complete Bui lding CompanyYour Complete Building Company

A FINE FAMILY TRADITION OF
QUALITY CRAFTSMANSHIP

FREE QUOTATIONS & EXPERT ADVICE
FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING REQUIREMENTS

FOR THE BEST IN RELIABILITY,
CUSTOMER CARE & ATTENTION TO DETAIL

Ϭϳϵϲϲ��ϮϮϮϳϳϴ
mrcbldco@yahoo.co.uk
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Get in Touch With Us

�@�C�L�H�M�¡�N�@�J�K�D�X�H�L�O�Q�N�U�D�L�D�M�S�R�•�B�N�L! �«�¬�¯�³�´ �³�«�³�³�«�­
2  oakleyimprovements.com

New Roof Installation | Small Roof Repairs | Moss/Gutter Clearance

FULL ROOF INSPECTION WITH FREE QUOTATION

UK Home Improvement: 
Comfort, Savings & 

Sustainability with Oakley

EXPERTS IN ALL ASPECTS OF 
ROOFING & ROOF REPAIRS
New Roof Installat ion | Sm all Roof Repairs | Moss/Gut ter Clearance

Moss and gutter clearances
See our website for full list of services

¥ Experienced Professionals
¥ Quality Materials

¥ Customer-Centric Approach
¥ Affordable Pricing

SofÞt 's and FasciaÕs | Cement Work | Lead Flashing | Tiles

EXPERTS IN SPRAY FOAM REMOVAL
 Thorough Assessment | Safe Removal | Clean-Up and Restoration | Expert Guidance

All Work Guaranteed

������
�E�J�T�D�P�V�O�U��
�X�I�F�O���S�F�U�B�J�O�J�O�H��
�U�I�J�T���N�B�H�B�[�J�O�F��

����
�E�P�O�B�U�J�P�O

�P�G���Q�S�P�G�J�U �U�P
�Z�P�V�S �M�P�D�B�M��

�D�I�V�S�D�I

Looking for a way to improve your 
home? Call 0800 669 6090



Christmas services for everyone
St Barnabas

21st December at 6.30pm  –Nine Lessons and Carols
24th December at 5pm – Crib service – Making Christmas Real

24th December at 11.15pm – Midnight Mass
25th December at 8am – Holy Communion

25th December at 10am – All Age Holy Communion

Swanmore Methodist Church
21st December at 6.30pm – Candlelight Carol Service

Church of Our Lady Queen of Apostles
Bishop’s Waltham

21st December at 6pm – Carol Service with the Shantyhead folk band, 
mulled wine and mince pies, everybody welcome
23rd December at 7.30pm – Penitential Service
24th December at 6pm – Christmas Eve Mass  

25th December at 9.30am – Christmas Day Mass 
1st January 2026 at 12noon – New Year’s Day Mass: 

Mary, the Mother of God

Barn Church 
21st December at 9.30am – Christmas Celebration with fun and games


