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         Promoting a Safer Environment at St Barnabas 

The House of Bishops’ Safeguarding Policy Statement states that ‘The Church will strive to 
create and maintain environments that are safer for all that;  

• promote well-being,  
• prevent abuse, and   
• create nurturing, caring conditions within the Church for children, young people and 

adults at risk.  
The Church will strive to support all church officers to adhere to safer working good practice 
and to challenge the abuse of power’.  
 
St Barnabas Parochial Church Council (hereafter referred to as 'the PCC') recognise the few 
who are determined to deliberately harm seek out groups or organisations where they can 
meet children, young people or adults at risk face to face or online and that the Church is one 
of those places. Creating and maintaining a safeguarding culture at St Barnabas will 
discourage those from becoming involved for the wrong reasons and lessen opportunities for 
them to cause harm if they do. 

Promoting safer working practice is essential to good safeguarding and St Barnabas PCC adopt 
for use the Church of England Code of Safer Working Practice (Appendix i) formulated 
following reports onto historic abuse within Church settings and expresses the PCC’s 
commitment to demonstrating God’s love by placing the highest priority on the safety of 
those to whom we minister.  
 
The Code of Safer Working Practice sets out what is expected from anyone who ministers in 
our Church on behalf of the PCC; in both paid and voluntary roles; and is one of the ways we 
ensure high standards of safeguarding in all we do.  
 
The PCC acknowledge that some of the points are irrelevant to a particular role, but it is 
important that everyone is aware of appropriate conduct to guide their own practice and to 
influence that of others.  
 
Appendices 

• Appendix i Church of England Code of Safer Working Practice: code-of-safer-working-
practice-02.07.2021.pdf 

• Top tips about safe and effect organisational culture from the National Christian 
Safeguarding Charity 31:8: 7 tips for a safer, healthier culture 

Additional Resources  
• Portsmouth Diocese John Smyth presentation  - JSmythwebinar PDF 
• The Guidelines for Professional Conduct of the Clergy:  The Guidelines |The Church 

of England   

Appendices and Additional Resources can be found to read in full in the ‘Promoting a Safer 
Environment at St Barnabas’ folder in the Information Hub of St Barnabas Church website. 

https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2021-07/code-of-safer-working-practice-02.07.2021.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2021-07/code-of-safer-working-practice-02.07.2021.pdf
https://thirtyoneeight.org/blogs/7-tips-for-a-safer-healthier-culture/
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/clergy-resources/guidelines-professional-conduct-clergy/guidelines
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/clergy-resources/guidelines-professional-conduct-clergy/guidelines
https://stbarnabas.org.uk/information-hub/

