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editorial team
Swanmore’s bi-monthly community magazine is 
looking to grow its voluntary editorial team. If you 
enjoy local news and would be able to take on 
tasks such as commissioning and encouraging 
contributions, sub-editing, writing copy, pagination, 
layout design, sourcing images of suitable quality, 
proof reading, pre-press preparation, deciding the 
print run and liaising with the printer for delivery, 
we would love to hear from you. No previous 
publication experience needed; the magazine 
format is well-established with a few regular 
contributors.  

The current editor’s agreed five-year term of 
office ends in December 2025 and we are keen to 
get a team on board for a smooth handover. 

To ensure the responsibility is shared, we are 
looking for a small group to form an Editorial 
Committee (alongside representatives from the 
PCC). You would need your own computer, 
access to suitable software and good IT skills in 
this area. 

Please contact Dave (07941 777448) or Helen 
(07837 068302) or email: 
churchwardens@stbarnabas.org.uk with any 
questions or to tell us a bit about yourself and how 
you could play a part. 

The Swanmore Link 
The Swanmore Link – which is free of charge to 
all residents – can be collected from The Link 
(between the church and the Paterson Centre) 
whenever it is open, generally between 9am and 
5pm each day. 

If you are housebound or disabled and unable 
to collect your magazine then please contact 
office@stbarnabas.org.uk to arrange delivery.  

The magazine can also be posted to you at a 
cost of £15 p.a. to cover postage. Contact 
treasurer@stbarnabas.org.uk to arrange 
payment. 

The Swanmore Link can also be read online 
at the St Barnabas website (https://
stbarnabas.org.uk/information-hub). If you would 
like to be alerted by email when the online 
version is available please contact the Parish 
Office (office@stbarnabas.org.uk).



I write this with a very heavy heart. After much 
exploration, it has become clear that I have no option 
but to take ill-health retirement. The unequivocal 
medical advice is that the seriousness of my ankle 
injury means that it will no longer be possible for me to 
exercise ministry as a parish priest – and also that 
continuing in ministry could imperil the health of my 
ankle. The Church of England’s Pensions Board 
supports this, having arranged their own medical 
investigations.  

We have to work through the financial and practical 
implications of all this (including where we will live) but I 
am also mindful that the Bishop needs to be able to 
begin the process of finding a new Priest-in-Charge for 
the Meon Valley Parishes as soon as possible. He and 
Archdeacon Kathryn are committed, both to making a 
swift start on this, and also to seeking additional, 
temporary support in the meantime. 

I am so very sorry that things have taken this very 
disappointing turn. I give thanks that we have a big and 
varied team serving our seven “Meon Valley Parishes”, 
including lay ministers, hardworking church members in 
many and various roles, self-supporting ministers and 
highly experienced “Pensioned Clergy”. The latter are 
often called “Retired Clergy” but “retired” is a bit of a 
misnomer, given how much they contribute! 

Our team has been strengthened by the recent 
appointments of Revds Liz Quinn, Jill Kingston and 
Emma Andersen. It will be wonderful to see their new 
ministries underway before my departure. Liz has been 
offering a much-valued ministry as a curate here but 
now becomes “Associate Priest”. All three bring 
valuable insights and experience from the wider 
community and “secular” world, and will bring freshness 
and vitality to the life of our Meon Valley Parishes.  

Liz and Jill will minister in 
the ways that parish priests 
traditionally have, which 
means taking Sunday 
services, pastoral visiting, 
baptisms, weddings and 
funerals, work in schools, 
etc. Both of them will work 
across all seven of our 
Meon Valley Parishes; however, Liz continues to have a 
primary focus in Hambledon, Soberton and Newtown, 
whilst Jill’s primary focus will be in Droxford, 
Corhampton, Meonstoke and Exton. 

Emma's main priority will be to offer an alternative 
style of worship for the Meon Valley Parishes. “Barn 
Church” will be designed as an all-age, contemporary 
Sunday service, deliberately meeting in a venue that 
isn’t a church building. Emma’s focus will be on those 
not currently attending church, and also those 
Christians who live in our parishes but choose at 
present to seek alternative forms of worship elsewhere.  

Liz and Emma are “self-supporting ministers”, which 
means they give their time voluntarily but are 
encouraged to claim working expenses – and they work 
from their own homes. Jill will receive a half-stipend, 
and will be living in Meonstoke Rectory. 

All three are to be licensed at a single, special 
service at St Barnabas, Swanmore on Monday 16th 
June at 6.30pm. 

The Revd Andy Davis 
07709 919602 

vicar@stbarnabas.org.uk 
revd.andydavis@gmail.com 

From St Barnabas’ Church

We encourage everybody to pray for the 
people of Ukraine, Gaza and Israel. For 

those who have power to work for peace, 
for those made homeless in the conflicts 

and for all those who are suffering, 
grieving and living in fear.

From the registers 
Funerals 
7th April – Wenda Bunday  
6th May – Sheila Mary Clarke 
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Sunday 1st June 
After Ascension Day
8am Holy Communion 
10 am Holy Communion 

Sunday 8th June  
Pentecost 
No 8am 
10am Holy Communion 

Sunday 15th June 
Trinity Sunday 
8am Holy 
Communion 
10am Café Church   

Monday 16th June 
6.30pm Licensing of Revd Liz Quinn, Revd Jill 
Kingston and Revd Emma Andersen. 

Sunday 22nd June 
First Sunday after Trinity 
No 8am 
10am Holy Communion. Bishop Ian preaches 

and presides.  

Sunday 29th June
Second Sunday after Trinity  
Feast of St Peter and St Paul 
8am Holy Communion 
10am Holy Communion 

Sunday 6th July 
Third Sunday after Trinity 
8am Holy Communion 
10am Holy Communion 

Sunday 13th July 
Fourth Sunday after Trinity 
No 8am 
10am Holy Communion 

Sunday 20th July 
Fifth Sunday after Trinity 
8am Holy Communion 
10am Café Church with a visit from Street 

Pastors, one of the missions supported by 
St Barnabas 

12noon Baptism of Flora Helen Elizabeth 
Collie 

Sunday 27th July 
Sixth Sunday after Trinity 
No 8am 
10 am Holy Communion. Bishop Ian preaches 

and presides. 

We may all open a book from time to 
time. But the phrase “Open the book” 
means something else to the Primary 
School children in Swanmore. You 
may not have heard of this but 
thousands of children in hundreds of 
UK schools have, as well as children 
in schools abroad.  

For about ten years now, a team 
from our Swanmore churches has 
been going into Swanmore Primary 
school once a month to act out Bible 
stories. Under a scheme called “Open 
the book” we present these stories at 
assemblies in the school. Jill Phipps 
started the project in September 2015, 

initially with a team from St Barnabas 
and one Methodist member. Our team 
now includes St Barnabas, Swanmore 
Methodist and Bishop’s Waltham 
United Free Church members. 

“Open the book” is administered by 
The Bible Society and we use a book 
called The Storytelling Bible, which 
brings stories from the Old and New 
Testaments into an “actable” form. 
Children and our team bring these to 
life in front of the school assembly 
(including the staff).  

The school children really enjoy 
this interactive activity. For example, 
we had a very successful Nativity in a  

previous year, and this year a visit 
from the three kings (Epiphany). 
Acting is great fun and we do this with 
a minimum of rehearsal time, but with 
encouragement from headmaster 
John Paterson and his staff.  Thank 
you, staff – and children. We’ve acted 
out stories such as Jesus’s miracles 
and parables, Noah’s Ark, Naomi and 
Ruth, Moses parting the Red Sea, 
David and Goliath, Jonah and the 
Whale (and many others. Also – there 
is now a Christian Worship Council in 
the school, and a Prayer Pod has 
been opened in the playground.   

We are always happy to have more 
in our team. Please contact me if you 
are intrigued or even just interested. 

Martin Letts  01489 896182 

Church news

St Barnabas services June and July
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Swanmore School 

Helping to “Open the book” 



Swanmore Methodist Church  
Chapel Road, Swanmore, SO32 2QB

Superintendent Minister: Revd Phil Griffin  
Tel. 01329 833518 

Email: rev_phil@outlook.com 

Loving God      Loving our community        Making disciples for Jesus 

Sunday Services in June and July 
All services will commence at 10.30am unless otherwise noted. There will be a warm welcome for all 

who wish to join us for these services and please stay for tea and coffee afterwards 

1st June Graham Barber 
8th June – Pentecost Ron Morgan  
8th June at 5pm Revd. Phil Griffin 
15th June Revd. Bob Kitching – Holy Communion 
22nd June Mark Tizzard
29th June Jordan Cousins 
6th July Revd. Phil Griffin – Holy Communion 
13th July Tom Banks 
20th July David Boswell 
27th July Kathy Elvy 

Website: http://www.swanmoremethodistchurch.org.uk           

Church news
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In need of Prayer?
Place your prayer request in the post box on the wall 
next to the Chapel entrance, add your contact details 
if you would like a visit and we’ll be in touch, or visit 
our website.  
  
Thursday Fellowship
We hold a Fellowship meeting every Thursday 
2.30pm – 3.30pm – an opportunity to meet with 
fellow Christians for prayer, Bible reading and 
discussion.  Meetings are held in the Church and 
everyone is welcome. If you would like more detail 
please contact Jill Letts – 01489 896182; email – 
jill.letts47@gmail.com 

Coffee and Company
Weekly on Tuesdays at 10am to 12 noon.  
Enjoy company, coffee, tea and biscuits/craft; if you 
would like to bring knitting/sewing etc. or just come 
along for a chat we will be pleased to see you. 

TLC (Tuesday Ladies’ Club)  
10th June at 7.30pm – Blood Bikers. Come along 

and hear about the invaluable service that is 
provided by these people.

8th July at 2pm – Cream tea at the Mountbatten 
Hospice Tearooms

All ladies welcome, £3.00 per meeting. 

Men’s Group 
Thursday 19th June at 7.30pm 
Clanfield Astronomical Observatory speaker 
Thursday 17th July at 7.30pm  
Keith Fry - The Secret Life of Plants
All are welcome and there will be light refreshments. 
For further details contact Martin Letts on 01489 
896182 

Looking for somewhere to hold an event? 
Our premises are now available for hire. Please visit 
the “Use our venue” page on the church website for 
details or email: swanmoremclettings@gmail.com 



“If I were grading on Trustpilot, I would 
give the Lent course five stars”. 
Thanks, Aelwen! Revd Ruth, one of 
the leaders thought “…the discussions 
were deep, thoughtful and thought-
provoking and at times vulnerable…
and we laughed too!” and Revd Kathy 
observed that: “people were engaged 
and enthusiastic”.They certainly were 
– even though thinking about spouses, 
in-laws, parents, and siblings was 
bound to be challenging. 

Every session began with studying 
scriptural texts before going on to 
relate them to our own circumstances. 
Jane Crowe “had never really thought 
much about the various relationships 
described in the Bible so it was 
thought-provoking and helped us to 
reflect on our own relationships, past 
and present”. After all, there is nothing 
new under the sun. The story of Cain  

and Abel may have been written 
thousands of years ago but plus ça 
change.  

Aelwen again: “We could discuss 
our personal responses to the texts 
freely…in sharing joys and sadness, 
stories, questions and ideas we 
discovered many similarities and some 
surprises. There was much laughter, 
and occasionally a touching sorrow, or 
vulnerability in some reminiscence, 
that gave depth to our musings.” 

Vicky Cronin learned that “…
although some of the scripture 
scenarios are perhaps more extreme 
than we experience, family 
relationships still have the same highs 
and lows…there are still siblings who 
are very close and loving, and still 
siblings who are estranged; there are 
parents who love all their children 
equally despite difficult times, and  

parents who treat their children very 
differently”. 

Penny and John Smith enjoyed 
going deeper into well-known stories 
“…where our discussions did not have 
right or wrong answers but made us 
think about family relationships in our 
own families and in the world today as 
well as those in the Bible”. 

Jenny Bellinger had “…always 
struggled with taking every word 
literally so it was a great help to think 
about how the Bible stories were used 
to illustrate the historical line of the 
text”. As a mum, Aelwen “was cross 
with Jesus's casual response to the 
concern of his parents when he 
disappeared to teach in the temple at 
Jerusalem!”.  

It was great to have participants 
from different parishes, and to see 
everybody engaging heart and mind 
as they grappled with this intriguing 
thing we call Scripture. Watch this 
space for more opportunities… 

Hazel Whitehead 

Thanks to our jam-packed Quiz and 
Pudding night in February, April saw 
two more successful events – Open 
gardens (see p.6) and our Spring 
concert. On Saturday 5th April we 
enjoyed a super night when the 
Hampshire Police Male Voice Choir 
and their soprano soloist Veronica 
Folkard were on great form.   

Starting with Gilbert & Sullivan, we 
were treated to the full range of their 
extensive repertoire from the lyrical to 
the rousing and we left with “You’ll 
never walk alone” from Carousel 
ringing in our ears.   

Well, most left, but a fortunate few 
stayed on and were treated to an 
impromptu bonus concert as the choir 
slaked thirsty throats with a well-
earned beer. All involved had a great 
night and we are delighted that the 
Choir has agreed to return for our 
Christmas Concert in 2026. 

Right: The choir at St Barnabas 
with Veronica Folkard. 

Future events include: 
�The Nostalgic Film Club. Our 

audience continues to grow but we 
still have room for more. So come 
along to the Paterson Centre on the 
third Tuesday of the month. Have a 
tea or coffee enjoy a classic film and 
help select the next film. Doors 
open at 1.45pm, the films will start 
at 2.15pm. Entry is free and open to 
all. It may be possible to arrange 
transport: contact me on 
01489-892750. 

�Saturday-Sunday 5/6th July Open 
Gardens. There will be  at least 12 
gardens expected to open 1-6pm. 
The Lions’ minibus will take you 

from point to point. Teas will be 
available from 2pm and some plants 
for sale at The Paterson Centre and 
some of the gardens. Well behaved 
dogs on leads are welcome. Tickets 
will be available from 12:30pm at 
the Paterson Centre and cost £6 
(under 16s free). They are valid for 
the both days at the weekend.  

�Sunday 20th July Teddy Bears’ 
Picnic. Come and join us in and 
around the Paterson Centre for fun 
and  games 2-5pm, free event, 
bring your own picnic. 

�Saturday 11th October: Beer and 
Hymns. Another super sing-along 
evening with real ale, wine and soft 
drinks, a delicious ploughman’s 
supper and dessert. Tickets £10 
adults, £5 under-16s. 

John Sharpe

Church news
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Lent Course 2025 

All about the family

St Barnabas social & fundraising 

A successful year continues



Swanmore Preschool 
Enjoying the 
sunshine 
The children have been enjoying the 
warmer weather, exploring the new 
growth in nature and participating in 
outdoor activities. We have visited the 
church, the school library, and the play 
areas.  
We were lucky to have some parents 
and grandparents along at the 
beginning of the summer term to help 
with planting, trimming, mowing, and 
tidying our outside area to give us a 
clear and tidy place to explore. A big 
thank you to all of the helpers and 
donors.  We, once again, have some 
frogs living in our pond. 

We are excited to share updates 
and hope our contributions continue to 
enrich the community's connection 
with the Preschool. Please contact me 
on 07958 436396 or sarah.hiscock@ 
swanmorepreschool.org.uk for 
information on a place for your child. 

Church news

From the Methodist Minister 

Musings on mess 
“Sorry about the mess”, "Ignore the mess", and a 
personal favourite: "I should warn you, the house is in 
lived-in condition"! These are all phrases I have used 
when people come into my house. And I know I’m not 
alone in trotting out the refrain, "please excuse the 
mess"; we always seem to be sorry that our lives make a mess.  

But the other day, I had a revelation; an epiphany of sorts. What would 
happen if we decided to not apologise for the mess? What if we 
embraced the everyday chaos of our lives? And not just the physical 
mess, but the emotional or spiritual mess of our lives too? What would life 
look like if we spent less time trying to airbrush out all our flaws and 
creating the perfect myth of our perfect lives, and honoured people by 
thinking that they can handle our unvarnished - not untarnished – selves? 

In Jesus’s story of the prodigal son, the father didn’t wait for his titular 
reprobate to clean himself up before he embraced him – he embraced the 
smelly, dirty, hungry young man and welcomed him home just as he was.  

God is happy to embrace us with all our faults and failures. In Jesus, 
He chose to experience the physical and emotional grubbiness of human 
life and, in the Holy Spirit, He offers to live with us – in us – through all the 
rough and smooth. Like the prodigal son, we need to risk being 
vulnerable with the Father; because we only need to turn towards Him, 
and He will run to meet and embrace us. 

Revd Phil Griffin

Our Lady Queen of 
Apostles 
Bishop’s Waltham 
Priest in charge: Father Mario Toma  
023 8061 2430 
mtoma@portsmouth.org.uk    
www.stswithunwellsparish.org.uk 

Mass times:  
Thursday 12 noon 
Friday 12 noon 
Saturday 6pm (Vigil Mass) 
Sunday 9.30am 

Confessions: Saturday 5.30pm 

Fr Mario is available to meet people 
generally on Fridays 10am–12noon
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Around the village

It’s a frog 
they’re all 
looking at!

St Barnabas 
Memorial tree 
We are planning on planting a single 
small/medium sized tree 
(approximately 6-8ft to start) on the 
edge of the lawn by the main 
lychgate. (A post marks the spot, with 
this notice attached).  

It will be a native species tree (such 
as rowan or whitebeam) and would 
be pruned as necessary to keep it to 
a reasonable height.  

We have carefully considered the 
precise location, taking into account 
the proximity of existing graves, but if 
anyone has a family grave nearby, 
would they contact us at 
churchwardens@stbarnabas.org.uk. 

We will then be able to agree the 
final location of the tree with them 
before we go ahead.  

St Barnabas PCC

Nick Whitehead 
guides the 
children around 
the church.



On Monday 7th April, St Barnabas 
Church was full as we mourned the 
death and celebrated the life of Wenda 
Bunday. David and Wenda are long-
time members of the Swanmore 
community and were members of the 
St Barnabas church family, having 
moved here in 1980. David had retired 
from his career in the Royal Navy and 
Wenda had had a full and busy life as 
a wife, mum, and home-maker, 
frequently “upping sticks” and making 
new homes in all the different places 
that the Navy called David to.  

She was a creative and resourceful 
lady, who also found time to be a 
secretary, a teacher, a cake-baker, a 
gardener, a dancer, a needlewoman 
and much more besides.  

Wenda was a lady with a zest for 
life and adventure and challenge and 
speed! She drove a bright red MG 
Midget for many years with great 
panache. David and Wenda loved  

holidaying in France in their caravan 
and Wenda had no fear of towing, 
hurtling (David’s description!) down 
the French motorways to Provence 
and startling many a French lorry 
driver on the way!  

Sadly in the last few years Wenda’s 
life was overtaken by dementia, which 
took away much of her lovely 
personality and creativity. As the 
disease took hold, Wenda began 
walking, and she needed help and 
care not just from David and the family 
but from all of us. And you stepped up 
and accepted her vulnerability and she 
accepted your heartfelt care.  

When we were planning the 
thanksgiving service, David was very 
keen to acknowledge and thank all 
Wenda’s “Guardian Angels” – the 
professionals, the neighbours, the 
carers who walked behind, the new 
friends from further afield, the 
members of the WhatsApp group who  

looked out for her, shared her 
location, rang David with reassurance, 
offered a warm kitchen and a chat, 
smiled and gave a lift home. In giving 
and receiving between Wenda and her 
community, everyone was enriched – 
such is the wisdom of God.   

Revd Jill Phipps 

Above: Jayne and 
her “Six Stars 
medal”.  Below: Gary 
receives the Award 
from Cllr Russell Gordon-Smith, 
Mayor of Winchester 2024/2025

Around the village
In memoriam 

Remembering Wenda Bunday

Two of the village’s most familiar 
faces have been aptly recognised for 
their labours.  

In March Swanmore’s Accredited 
Community Support Officer (ACSO) 
Gary McCulloch was in Winchester to 
receive the Mayor’s 2025 Award.  

The citation focussed on Gary’s 
work in spearheading the 
refurbishment of the village war 
memorial last year, ending with the 
rededication service which he 
organised, as well as adding that: 
“Gary regularly goes over and above 
the call of duty in his role… and is a 
true asset to our community”.  

He was both surprised and 
delighted: “I was really shocked and 
humbled to be amongst so many 
well-deserving people from all across 
the district. Myself and my fellow 
ACSO, Sarah, work filling the gaps 
and taking care of what are often little 

things; people can see they’re being 
listened to. If I can solve a problem, 
it’s good for the local community.”   

Also in March, Jayne Carey –
familiar for many years as 
Swanmore’s regular post lady 
(although she’s now been moved to 
cover Shedfield) – achieved the “Six 
Star” medal for completing all six of 
the world marathon majors. While 
Jayne walked Swanmore’s streets 
delivering letters each day, as a keen 
runner she would also be seen on 
days off pounding through the village. 

The London marathon was the 
start of it back in April 2021, followed 
by Boston (April 2022), Chicago 
(October 2022), Berlin (September 
2023) and New York (November 
2023).  

She claimed her final star in 
Tokyo on 2nd March this year to 
achieve her Six Star medal.

Congratulations 

Awards for local heroes
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It was another successful weekend on 
26th–27th April with eight gardens 
open and near record numbers of 
visitors from near and far – although 
none came near to matching a visitor 
from Australia a couple of years ago.   

The event was marked by a 
general feeling of happiness, largely 
generated by the friendly and helpful 
welcome provided by our programme 
sellers, the wonderful tea team who 
worked their socks off on both days 
and the service provided by the Meon  

Valley Lions’ minibus, its drivers and 
their assistants and, of course, those 
marvellous welcoming garden owners. 
My thanks to them all.   

In total well over £2,000 was raised 
to be shared between Rowans 
Hospice and St Barnabas.   

We now look forward to the first 
weekend in July when more gardens 
will be open – with an embarrassment 
of riches with, if anything, too many 
gardeners offering to do so. 

John Sharpe 

Around the village

Swanmore Open Gardens   

Record attendance and 
the sun shone

The Villagers Open Air Shakespeare 
Group will be performing 
Shakespeare’s comedy Much Ado 
About Nothing in the garden of Hill 
Farm House, Droxford Road on 
Saturday 26th July starting at 6.30pm; 

doors will open at 5.30pm giving time 
to settle in and enjoy an aperitif! 

Join us for an entertaining evening; 
tickets are still only £12 for adults and 
£6 for children under 16.   

Parking will be nearby, but with a 

minibus shuttle to the house. Bring 
your own picnic, chairs etc.   

All proceeds will again go to 
purchase much needed equipment for 
the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit at 
Queen Alexandra Hospital.   

Contact Jenny (07803 299973) for 
tickets and further details. 

Jenny & Mike Maunder 

Shakespeare in the garden 

Much ado with picnic 

Trenarron

Highfield Farm Hill Farm House

Whistlers

Petts Cottage

Watching “All’s Well That Ends Well” in 2024
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Swanmore Lunch Club 

We need your 
help please! 
Swanmore Lunch Club meets on a 
Wednesday and provides a two-
course meal followed by tea or coffee 
for the senior members of the village. 
It is an opportunity for them to meet 
friends and have a convivial hour or 
two once a week. 

But Lunch Club can’t function 
without the volunteers that help to run 
it, and this is why I’m asking for more 
volunteers. We need people to help 
with any or all of the following duties: 
�Veg prep 9.30am–11.30am. 
�Hostessing 11.30am–1.45pm, three 

per session with one helping in the 
kitchen after the first course. 

�Washing up 12noon–1.45pm; there 
is a dishwasher but some items 
need to be washed by hand. 

�Tables and chairs to be put out by 
11.15am and put away from 1.30pm. 
If you could help, please get in 

touch with me, Ann Warrington, on 
07850 100547, 01329 510667 or 
ann.warrington@btinternet.com. 

Best car in show 
Winner of April’s car of the month 
award at Barnaby’s Classic Car event 
on 26th April was Simon Phillips with 
his 4.2 E Type Jaguar. He received his 
trophy and rosette from Lizzy Yarnold 
OBE – Winter Olympic gold medal 
winner and the most successful 
Olympic skeleton athlete of all time. 

Barnaby’s has had an exceedingly 
busy first quarter of the year. We have 
seen a record number of customers, 
with many cups of tea and coffee 
made and a huge amount of cake 
eaten! It has been great to have been 
able to open our outside tables on the 
sunny days we have had and look 
forward to the summer months. We 
have installed our new coffee machine 
and have invested in a new hot 
chocolate dispenser. 

At the end of April, we had the 
return of the popular Classic Cars 
event in the village car park. We were 
also well entertained by the Swanmore 
Wind Band. The weather was 
amazing, and we had a record 
breaking morning, making 100 
coffees, 27 teas and served more than 
44 pieces of cake – and we even ran 
out of cake – so apologies to those 
who were affected! The next Classic 
Car events are on 28th June and the 
26th July. 

Our Saturday charity mornings 
have supported a wide range of 
charities: Swanmore Primary School 
and their Welly Boot Rack Fund; 
Rowans Hospice; Hounds for Heroes 
with the gorgeous and clever Amber 
and Tilly; Shepherds Down School in 
Compton, doing amazing work with 
children with very complex needs; 
Home Start, who give a helping hand 

to young families; and Royal British 
Legion celebrating a special 
anniversary. Coming up in June we 
have National Coastwatch Institution 
on 14th and Dementia UK on 28th. On 
these mornings we donate 50% of our 
takings to the nominated charity. 

We have held a couple of “Meet 
your Community Policing Team” 
mornings, where a variety of concerns 
and issues were raised. We love 
seeing our PCSO Lottie and ACSOs 
Gary and Sarah out and about in our 
villages and in our coffee shop too! 

A big thank you goes to the 
Bishop’s Waltham Men’s Shed who 
have taken away some of our café 
chairs, repaired them and brought 
them back sturdy and ready for 
another ten years. 

We have successfully trialled 
opening all day on Fridays and are 
now open all day on Thursdays too, so 
do pop in and see us. Of course, we 
could not be the success we are 
without our lovely volunteers and cake 
bakers, so very many thanks to you 
all! If you would like to join us please 
do either pop in and see us or email 
volunteer@barnabys.coffee. 

Roger de Vere 
�Barnaby’s is now open: Tuesday/

Wednesday 2pm–4.30pm; Thursday/
Friday 9am–4.30pm; and Saturday 
10am–1.30pm. 

Around the village

Barnaby’s Coffee Shop  

Record numbers of 
customers and charities

Members of the BW Men’s 
Shed take a well-earned 
rest over coffee.
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The tree removal in Green's Wood, in 
the plantation and to the side of the 
path from the steps in the upper 
meadow towards Lower Chase Road, 
has been completed having been 
delayed by bad weather and water-
logged ground conditions.  

Several dead trees have been 
felled in Green’s Wood: diseased trees 
in the plantation have been removed 
along with a few other trees to reduce 
overcrowding. This work by the Parish 
Council's contractor has been done 
really well, leaving logs stacked in 
neat piles whilst removing areas of 
rampant bramble growth. Thanks 
Oscar for a great job. We have used 
some of these logs to edge the path in 
the upper meadow and hopefully 
these will remain in place to define the 
path edges. 

Work around the pond has 
continued; a large tree stump has put 
up a lot of resistance but given 
another work party hopefully it will 
succumb to our efforts, well not mine! 
We plan to rotavate the area 
eventually to remove more of the 
brambles that have been swamping 
the area and then we can see how 
best to keep it more open but still 
wildlife-friendly. 

The pond itself is looking good with 
the marsh marigolds flowering well 
and the water lily leaves starting to 
emerge. We have placed a large 
barley straw bale in the pond that we 
hope will help keep the pond weeds at 
bay; it is unclear how effective this will 
be as water flows into and then out of 
the pond. It is supposed to help in still 
water so we'll have to see if it works in 

our pond. 
Flowers are 
starting to 
appear in the 
meadows 
and so far 
they seem to 
be doing 

better than last year – perhaps 
because the grass seems shorter due 
to the recent dry spell. The lower 
meadow has several lovely patches of 
cuckoo flower or lady's smock – 
Cardamine pratensis – which has 
lovely violet pink flowers.  

We also found a big patch of 
ground ivy, which isn't actually ivy but 
is a member of the mint family and has 
pretty mauve blue flowers and leaves 
that do smell a bit minty – Glechoma 
hederacea. Dandelions and buttercups 
are also starting to appear but they 
seem to thrive in the meadows 
whatever the weather or the state of 
the grass. There has, however, been a 
lot of die-back of the brambles in the 
area where most people enjoy picking 
blackberries, along the path in the 
upper meadow; perhaps they drowned 
due the heavy rain over the winter! 

Our work parties are held on the 
second Saturday of each month from 
9.45am to 12noon with a coffee break 
at 11am. We meet at the hut in the 
lower meadow. Any help you can give 
would be gratefully received.  

We have had a few more 
volunteers in recent months, which 
has helped a great deal, but more 
help would be very welcome. The next 
work parties are on Saturday 14th 
June and Saturday 12th July. 

Gill Sawyer 01489 894206 

Around the village
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Swanmore Conservation Group 

Successful tree felling 
and pond work

Left: Lily 
pads 
emerging. 
Below: The 
straw bale in 
the pond.

Neatly stacked tree trucks awaiting 
further use.
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We are delighted to share some 
fantastic news with our local 
community. Swanmore College has 
achieved a Progress 8 score of +0.26, 
which now places us among the top 
ten highest-performing secondary 
schools in Hampshire. This is a 
remarkable accomplishment and a 
reflection of the steady, determined 
improvement we have seen over the 
past decade. Just ten years ago, 
Swanmore was positioned in the 
middle of the 70 Hampshire secondary 
schools for pupil progress. Today, 
thanks to the hard work, dedication, 
and resilience of our pupils, teachers, 
parents/carers, and support staff, we 
have made our way to the top. 

Academic excellence remains at 
the core of the Swanmore College 
ethos, and this recognition affirms our 
commitment to providing the very best 
education for all our young people. 

In keeping with our focus on 
learning, mental health, and school 
attendance, we continue to promote a 
phone-free education. We have written 
to the parents and carers of our 

incoming Year 7 pupils to 
inform them that smart 
phones and smart watches 
will not be allowed when 
they join us in September 
2025. Our current pupils have 
also been reminded that mobile 
phones must not be visible anywhere 
on the college site between 8am and 
3.30pm. This policy reduces 
distractions, encourages social 
interactions, and supports wellbeing. 

The past couple of months have 
seen several memorable highlights. 
Just before Easter, ITV Meridian 
visited our Year 10 drama pupils to film 
a special feature on former Swanmore 
pupil Eva Phillips, who is now starring 
in the national tour of the hit musical 
Hamilton. Eva spoke to our pupils 
about her journey in the performing 
arts, providing motivation and insight 
to aspiring performers. 

On 22nd April, our Dance Live 
enrichment group proudly competed in 
the national finals of Dance Live! 2025 
in Portsmouth. The competition was 
incredibly strong this year and, while 

we did not place, our 
pupils performed with 
passion and 
represented the 
college with exemplary 

behaviour and spirit. We are very 
proud of them all. 

A special mention also goes to a 
group of talented Year 9 pupils who 
attended the Solent Model United 
Nations Conference at Bay House 
School in Gosport. They were required 
to act as delegates representing 
different countries and compete 
against other schools in the area. Our 
pupils performed brilliantly in the 
debates and earned a number of 
awards, including “Best Delegate 
Overall” at the conference – what an 
incredible achievement. 

Looking ahead, we recently 
announced the temporary pause of 
SwanFest, our much-loved community 
event. Due to the significant rise in the 
cost of securing music acts, it has 
become prohibitively expensive to run 
SwanFest in 2025. However, we are 
committed to its future and to ensuring 
that the event remains sustainable for 
years to come. We are pleased to 
confirm that SwanFest will return in 
2026, continuing to offer the fun, 
family-friendly day out with live music 
that our community has come to 
cherish. 

Finally, we would like to take this 
opportunity to wish the very best of 
luck to our Year 11 pupils, who are 
about to begin their GCSE 
examinations. Their hard work and 
dedication throughout their time at 
Swanmore will be celebrated with a 
well-deserved prom on 25th June. 
Thank you, as ever, for your ongoing 
support of Swanmore College. 
Together, we continue to build a 
vibrant, successful school community 
where young people can thrive. 

Emma Barnes 

Around the village
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Swanmore College 

Celebrating success 
and progress

Left: Year 9 pupils at 
Solent Model UN 
Conference. 
Below: The Dance 
Live group.

Year 10 drama pupils listen to performer Eva 
Phillips as Meridian films. 



Swanmore Scouts have been up to 
some fantastic activities over the past 
few months, providing the young 
people of Swanmore with a variety of 
fun and educational experiences.  
We kicked off the year with a “Film 
making & animation” night, where the 
Scouts created their own stop-motion 
characters and brought them to life. It 
was a fantastic opportunity for 
creativity and teamwork. 

We also enjoyed “Archery and 
bouldering” at Fort Purbrook, where 
Scouts had a chance to test their skills 
in both precision and strength. The fun 
continued on Pancake Day, when our 
Scouts learned to make and cook 
pancakes over an open fire, and of 
course, they perfected the art of 
flipping them with style. The 
excitement didn’t stop there; Scouts 
also honed their hiking and navigation 
skills, important for both adventure 
and safety. 

For some, one of the highlights of 
the year will have been the annual  

Monopoly Run in March, 
which is an opportunity for 
8,000 Scouts from all over 
the country to play 
Monopoly for real in 
London – visiting the 
entire Monopoly board 
over the course of the day, 
competing against other 
teams to be the first to buy 
the properties they visit, 
and then collect rent. Our 
two Swanmore teams did 
spectacularly well this year, coming 
first and second in their games, and in 
the top 10% of the country! 

Looking ahead, the older Scouts 
are preparing for a challenging two-
day hike, which will contribute to their 
Chief Scout Gold Award, the highest 
award a Scout can achieve.  

We’re also looking forward to 
participating in the Swanmore 
Summer Fete on 12th July where we’ll 
be hosting a stall to showcase all the 
amazing things we do. Later this year,  

in September, we’ll be heading to the 
New Forest for our annual whole 
section camp, where Scouts from all 
age groups come together for a 
weekend of activities and bonding. 

We’re always eager to welcome 
new volunteers and supporters, 
whether it's assisting on meeting 
nights (doesn't have to be every 
week!) or helping behind the scenes 
with admin or fundraising. If you’d like 
to get involved, please reach out to us 
at 1stswanmorescouts@gmail.com. 

Nick Farrell 

"Recently we have done lots of fun 
things at Guides. We had a session on 
self-defence, have been lucky enough 
to have an evening at ‘Rock Up’ – 
where we had the whole place to 

ourselves, doing escape rooms – and 
a Penny Hike around the village, 
where heads or tails decided which 
direction we walked in.  

On the 22nd February we 
celebrated World Thinking Day in 
Portsmouth. We took part in many 
activities including bracelet making, an 
escape room, robot activities, campfire 
songs and lots more. We met girls 
from all across South England 
including the Isle of Wight, Devon as 
well as Jersey in the Channel Islands. 
We also completed our Guiding 
History badge where the local Trefoil 
Guild came to Guides and we tried on 
uniforms from across the ages dating 
back to 1910. At both of these we 

renewed our Guide promise; one new 
guide, Chloe, then made her promise 
at ‘Rock Up’ on the vertical drop slide. 

We are looking forward to lots of 
outside activities this term especially 
cooking on fires at Sandy Acres and 
painting stones ready to make a rock 
snake in the woods around the 
paths in Green’s Wood for all the 
community to add to and enjoy.” 
Hatty Chase and Emily Evans, age 11 

“In April, Emily and I went to the 14th 
Eastleigh Scout and Guide band camp 
at Lyons Copse. We were put in 
patrols for the weekend with other 
Scouts and Guides. It was a lot of fun 
and we did activities such as: 
campfire, Easter egg hunt, tomahawk 
throwing, archery, climbing, baking, 
hiking, patrol games, ‘ready steady 
cook’, and, of course, a lot of playing 
music! I can't wait to go again!” 

Anoushka Lee, age 11

Around the village
Swanmore Scouts  

Enjoying all sorts of  
exciting adventures

Scouting Monopoly in 
London.

Swanmore Guides 

Having a great time

Left: Guides try their hands at 
pyrography.
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Annual Meeting of the 
Parish 
Thank you to everyone who came to 
our Annual Meeting of the Parish. As 
well as reviewing last year, updates on 
Government Devolution and 
Reorganization, and looking at future 
housing, we highlighted our priorities 
for the coming year.  

It’s important we are working on 
priorities that are important to the 
village, so if there is anything you 
would like to add to the list on the right 
please attend a Council meeting or 
email the Executive Officer, 
clerk@swanmorepc.org.uk 

Grant requests 
Twice a year the Parish Council 
considers grant requests from local 
organisations looking for support. The 

next review of applications will be at  
the 24th June Full Council. 

If you would like to apply for a 
Grant, please contact the Executive 
for an application form. 

Community Award winner 
Well done to Janet Pancott for winning 
this year’s Community Award. 

Janet was nominated as a person 
who does so much for so many people 
in the parish. Janet regularly prepares 
and delivers meals to people who are 
unwell, have had a bereavement or 
are generally having a difficult time. 
She visits elderly and lonely people; 
and delivers cards welcoming 

newcomers to the village. Janet also 
volunteers at Cygnets Toddler Group 
and does a whole raft of things at St. 
Barnabas.

Janet does everything in a quiet, 
unassuming way, never seeking 
recognition or glory. She is a warm 
and caring person and a very good 
friend to many. 

Parish Councillor vacancy 
We have a vacancy for a Parish 
Councillor and would love to hear from 
people who are interested in making 
Swanmore an even better place to 
live, work and visit. 

The Council makes decisions on 
lots of aspects of village life including 
community events, play equipment, 
planning applications and how we can 
improve roads and footpaths. 

We need people from all 
backgrounds and experiences to 
reflect and represent our community. 
We are a friendly and progressive 
Parish Council and would not expect a 
Councillor to have previous committee 
experience. We want people who have 
opinions and ideas on how to make 
Swanmore an even better place. 

Please contact the Executive 
Officer if you would like an informal 
chat and to understand more about 
the role. 

To become a councillor you need 
to be aged over-18 years old, an 
elector and have been a resident or 
worked within three miles of the parish 
in the last year. 

From Swanmore Parish Council
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Parish Council Office 
Tracey Molloy 
Executive Officer 

Hollythorns House,  
New Road 
Swanmore, SO32 2NW 
Tel: 01489 890651 
Email: clerk@swanmorepc.org.uk 
Web: www.swanmorepc.org.uk 

PUBLIC OPENING TIMES 
WEEKDAYS 10am-2pm 

Please contact us by email, letter or 
phone, or visit us at the office.

SPC Meeting Dates 
Council meetings are open to the 
public and are held in the Parish 
Office, usually starting at 7pm.  

10th June – Planning and Highways 
Committee 

17th June– Open Spaces and 
Amenities Committee 

24th June – Full Council 
8th July– Planning and Highways 

Committee 
15th July– Open Spaces and 

Amenities Committee 
22nd July – Finance Committee 

Please contact the Executive Officer 
at the Parish Office if you would like 
more information. NB: There are no 
committee meetings during August. 

Parish Council priorities 2025/26 
Consider how Swanmore can strengthen through 
devolution and reorganisation 
Continue to challenge and question the Local Plans 
Investigate social housing opportunity on The Lakes 
development 
Bike path between Swanmore and Bishop’s Waltham 
Extend car park at New Road playing field to alleviate 
parking problems 
Resurface the Village centre car park 
Village entrance gate on Droxford Road 

Janet Pancott



Celebrations on Thursday 8th May 
2025 – VE80 day – began in 
Swanmore at 9am with the raising of 
the VE80 flag at the village war 
memorial followed by a short service 
where ACSO Gary McCulloch made 
the town crier’s proclamation and 
Revd Hazel Whitehead led a short 
service of remembrance – watched by 
children from the Primary School 
dressed as they thought children in  
1945 might have been.  

The day ended with Gary’s talk at 
8.30pm about those from Swanmore 

killed during the Second World War, 
followed by the lighting of the “peace 
lamp” at the War Memorial, a roll call 
of the dead and a minute’s silence. 

The celebrations continued on 
Saturday 10th May when more than 
1,000 people attended Swanmore’s 
Big Street Party, organised by the 
Parish Council at the Recreation 
Ground, bringing the community 
together for this special occasion. 

With the sun shining, residents 
enjoyed picnics, refreshments, music 
from jazz singer Katie Rogers and the 

Swanmore Wind Band, games, 
inflatables and even a rodeo bull. A 
highlight for many residents was the 
exhibition in The Pavilion: “Swanmore 
in the Second World War” which was a 
wonderful insight into how the village 
coped with six years of war.  

“The feedback received has been 
overwhelmingly positive,” says SPC 
Chairman Jon Woodman, “and the 
Parish Council is so pleased that a 
good time was had by all.”  

Photographs of 10th May by Berty Ferrone – 
more images on the back cover. 

Around the village

How Swanmore celebrated VE80

9am 8th May – raising the 
VE80 flag and school 
children 1940s-style.
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Pete Yeoman’s talk in April on “The 
Lively Lady Project” provided a 
rousing start to our new programme. 
Lively Lady was famously sailed solo 
around the world in the 1960s by 
Southsea’s Alec Rose. However, it 
was the yacht’s later life and pivotal 
role in Alan Priddy’s “Around and 
Around” charity that provided the main 
thrust of Pete’s talk. 

As a directionless lad, Priddy had 
met Rose and been encouraged by 
him into the world of sailing and power 
boating. Much later, in about 2003, he 
discovered Lively Lady in poor shape 
and conceived the project of restoring 
her and taking her around the world 
again with a group of disadvantaged 
young people from Portsmouth. The 
idea was to split the journey into 27 
stages, with two youngsters and two 
adult skippers per leg.  

Pete became involved at an early 
stage with all aspects of the project, 
both on land and on the voyage. We 
learnt about the yacht’s refit, the 
recruitment of the young crew, their 
fundraising efforts and training, as well 
as the mind-bending logistics involved. 
Lively Lady finally set sail in July 2006 
and completed the circumnavigation 
over the following two years. 
Throughout, Pete gave us glimpses 

into the lives of the young people, and 
it was inspiring to hear how many of 
them had since gone on to make a 
success of their lives, doubtless aided 
by their experience sailing on Lively 
Lady.  

On 11th June we will welcome 
Sarah Shaw to tell us about the life of 
a Guide Dog puppy, and training for 
their future role assisting blind or 
visually impaired people.  

Sarah has been raising and 
boarding Guide Dog puppies for some 
twelve years and she will be bringing 
along her current charge, golden 
retriever Venice. One of the roles of a 
raiser is to expose the puppies to as 
many experiences as possible – so 
meeting us will be part of Venice’s 
training!  

The talk will start at 8pm in the 
Paterson Centre. Visitors, as always, 
will be very welcome. 
In July we are planning a social event 
on the 9th at The Rising Sun for 
members and their guests. More 
details will be circulated shortly. The 
Society takes a break in August, with 
speaker meetings resuming on 10th 
September when Kim Blakeway’s 
subject will be “Future energy 
landscapes”.   

Caroline Clapperton 01489 891447 

Village fête 

Magic with 
Punch and Judy 
Don’t forget to make a date in your 
diaries for 12th July from 12noon 
when the Meon Valley Lions will again 
be organising the Swanmore Village 
Fête on the Recreation Ground. 

The Lions promise all the usual 
attractions, starting with the classic 
bikes and cars at 11am. Usual 
attractions include the arrival of the  
“Carnival king, queen, prince and 
princess” when the gates open at mid-
day.  

There will be a food court, with 
entertainment expected from the 
Swanmore Wind Band, Samba Band, 
Roynon School of Dance and 
Soberton Strummers. As usual there 
will be games and many stalls with a 
wide range of items for sale. 

Registration for the ever-popular 
dog show is likely to be between 
12.30pm and 1.30pm with 
presentations to the winners later in 
the day.  

New attractions this year will 
include Magic Jay the Magician, and 
Professor JR’s Punch and Judy Show 
(below). The fête will close at 4pm. 

Around the village
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Swanmore Society 

From ocean waves to 
guide dog tales 

Venice chilling.

Lions serving burgers 
at the 2023 fête.



A walk which meanders through lovely 
meadows, woods and fields. 
Particularly delightful in June with 
blossoms and long grasses and is a 
pleasant walk during the day or for an 
evening stroll…until the paths get 
muddy in winter. 

Terrain
This is easy flat walking but as with so 
many walks can get very muddy in the 
winter to become virtually impassable! 
So certainly much better to undertake 
during the summer months. There are 
two stiles and the second one leads 
onto two steepish steps down to a 

lane and, while not overly busy, care is 
needed here. 

Start
1. Swanmore church to 
Paradise Lane
From the church go left past Barnaby’s 
café towards Bishop’s Waltham. Pass 
three houses to take the enclosed 
footpath on the left to go through 
Green’s Wood. Going through the exit 
gate turn immediately right to Marsh’s 
Meadow. 

Turn left on entering the first 
meadow and through the open gate 

into the second meadow, then walk 
diagonally to the corner, exit into 
Broad Lane and turn right to Lower 
Chase Road. 

Go straight over into the small lane 
ahead, along the path and through the 
wood to reach Paradise Lane. 

2. Paradise Lane to West 
Hoe
Veer slightly to the left when crossing 
the lane where the path goes over a 
small stream through a gate into the 
woods (the path is often obscured by 
parked farm vehicles). 

Continue through the hazel 
coppice and a wooden gate, past a 
pond and stream on the left and on 
through a metal gate.  

Next go directly across a narrow 
meadow through the gate to a long 
narrow path between the fences. At 
the end of this straight path stretching 
ahead go through two wooden gates, 
ignoring the path on the right, and 
enter into the Moors Meadow. 

As you head towards the�  

Around the village
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Local walks 

Strolling along more 
paths around Swanmore 
A circular walk from Swanmore church, through 
meadows to West Hoe and return via Vicarage Lane. 
Distance. 5.45km/3.4miles. Walking time: about 1 hour 
20 minutes. 
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wooden seat in the middle there is a 
small boggy bit across the path that 
sometimes can be a bit wet with a little 
stream. (If a little too wet just return to 
the gate and take the previously 
ignored path as an alternative way to 
enter the meadow leading to Hoe 
Memorial Meadow.) 

From the wooden seat, head 
straight on to the corner under the 
trees where you turn right to follow the 
meadow edge. Go through two more 
wooden gates to turn left into another 
open meadow. This is where, if taken, 
the “alternative” path rejoins the route. 
Keeping to the right hand side go 
through this to the next one, which is 
signed “Hoe Road Memorial Meadow”, 
again keeping towards the right. 

Just before exiting is a wooden 
bench to enjoy the meadow and a 
half-way break. Go through the gate in 
the right corner onto the footpath to 
Swanmore Road. 

3. Swanmore Road, West 
Hoe to Vicarage Lane 
Turning right along the road you will 
soon see the entrance to West Hoe 

Cemetery on the other side of the 
road. A little further along, cross over 
the road into West Hoe Road 
(approximately one or two minutes). 
Keep on this road to pass a large 
house on your left aptly named 
Meadow View. Here the narrow road 
becomes more of a winding track, 
Jervis Court Lane, where you will next 
pass a farmyard and barns on your 
right. 

Continue on and after five minutes 
take the footpath on the left across an 
arable field.  

This year the fields are full of 
rapeseed crop turning 
eventually from its sweet 
smelling bright yellow 
flowers to its brown seed; 
it is mostly harvested for 
seed oil and animal feed. 
Follow the diagonal path 
to the field edge, turning 
left for a further one or two 

minutes before turning right into 
another arable field with a pleasant 
countryside view to your right. 
Reaching the metal kissing gate in the 
corner go straight ahead along the 
stock wire fence to two more metal 
kissing gates. Take the gate ahead 
through the hedge where you will see 
a sturdy wooden stile ahead of you 
and a tennis court to your right. 

Pass over this stile and head for 
the house in front of you, between the 
electric fences through the horse 
pastures. The final “stile” is now just a 
cross bar, which you can either step 
over or duck underneath, but take care 
as there are then two steep steps 
down to Park Lane. 

4. Park Lane to Swanmore 
church 
Go straight across into Vicarage Lane, 
bending round to the right passing 
Dahlia Cottage and Yew Tree 
Cottages on your left. 

At the next junction with Well Lane, 
pass through the metal kissing gate 
ahead into a large field; follow the 
footpath straight across this field to the 
path running alongside the Preschool 
and Primary School and back to the 
church. 

Lin Powell 

Around the village
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Left: Rape growing near 
Jervis Court Farm.  
Below: Coppiced hazels 
near Paradise Lane.

Lefty: New sign 
boards at Green’s 
Wood and Marsh’s 
Meadow.  
Below: Signage at 
Hoe Road Memorial 
Meadow owned by 
the local wildlife trust.



As the village War Memorial 
custodian, a role that I enjoy as an 
integral part of our remembrance of 
our war dead, I found last year that 
there were five people named on our 
First World War Roll of Honour that 
were not named on our War Memorial. 
This year, as we planned to celebrate 
VE80, I looked more closely at the lists 
from the Second World War. 

Keith Harrington’s book Swanmore 
Roll of Honour, published in 2002, 
provides much information, but he also 
had compiled a list of those with 
Swanmore connections who had died 
in both wars that were not included on 
our village war memorial – although 
some are on the Roll of Honour. He 
listed six from the Second World War: 
�Captain Bernard Armitage 

Warburton-Lee VC who lived in 
Soberton Mill, which in 1939 was 
included in the Swanmore electoral 
roll. Captain Warburton-Lee VC is 
buried in Norway and remembered 
at Holy Trinity Church in Newtown 
where his family worshiped. 

�Frederick Percival Bath and 
Frederick Grosvenor Willing, 
civilians killed in the bombing of the 
Cunliffe-Owen factory, who are 
remembered both on the Swanmore 
Roll of Honour and the factory’s Roll 
of Honour now in the Solent Sky 
Aviation Museum. 

�Norman Walter Wise, a Swanmore 
poultry farmer who died while 
commanding the 4th Battalion of the 
Hampshire Home Guard, which was 
headquartered in Alresford where he 
is buried, although he is also listed 
on the Swanmore Roll of Honour. 

To this list we could also add 
Margaret Medlicott, daughter of Walter 
Medlicott, Swanmore’s vicar from 
1871 to 1907, who was injured in 
bombing at Shedfield and died soon 
after. She is remembered at St John’s 
in Shedfield. 

That leaves us with two on Keith 

Harrington’s list of Second World War 
“missing” who are not on our Roll of 
Honour. 
�Able Seaman William Godwin was 

born in Horndean in 1902, the son of 
Henry George and Emily Godwin 
who in 1911 lived in Hill Pound 
where Henry worked as a cattleman. 
Keith Harrington had found that 
William sang in St Barnabas’ church 
choir as a boy treble and recorded 
the family as living at Hiawatha in 
Chapel Road before the war. William 
had joined the Royal Navy in 1925 
and was killed when HMS Royal 
Oak was sunk by a U-boat at its 
mooring in Scapa Flow on 14th 
October 1939. William’s mother died 
in Portsmouth in 1947 so it is likely 
that the family had moved there, 
either during or immediately after the 
war, and so were not in the village to 
add William’s name to our War 
Memorial or Roll of Honour. 

�Corporal James Kenrick Lewington, 
Royal Marines, was born in 1915 in 
the district of Chichester, the son of 
Albert Harry and Peachy Lewington 
who lived at Rose Cottage in 
Waltham Chase where Albert 
worked as a master miller. On the 
19th January 1940 James – known 
as Ken – married Lillian Dunn at 
Bootle in Liverpool. The marriage 
certificate shows both fathers as 
deceased. The Lewingtons had four 
sons, one of whom, Cecil, was killed 
in a traffic accident in 1926 and is 
buried at St Barnabas. James’ name 
has been added to his gravestone; 
he died on 25th November 1941 
when HMS Barham was sunk in the 
Mediterranean. 

I have checked the War Memorials 
Register and none of the William 
Godwins nor J Lewingtons listed has 
any connection with Swanmore.   

There are several errors that could 
be corrected on our War Memorial in 
future, but that would be a far more 

complex alteration. Under the War 
Memorials (Local Authorities' Power) 
Act 1923, local authorities have the 
power, though not a duty, to correct 
errors in a war memorial's inscription 
and to add new names from 
subsequent conflicts – as has 
happened in Swanmore. 

I would like to propose that these 
two names be added to our written 
Roll of Honour that hangs in St 
Barnabas. I have checked with 
national organisations, including the 
Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission, about this and all say 
that the creation of war memorials has 
traditionally been organised locally; 
with there being no central 
government directives or funding, the 
question of who is and who is not 
commemorated and the form in which 
their details are recorded is usually 
held to be a local matter.  

The addition of names to 
memorials can, however, be 
controversial and owners and 
custodians are recommended to 
advertise the intention to add an 
additional name and to receive 
representations before coming to a 
final decision. I would welcome your 
views. William Godwin and James 
Lewington have not been named at 
our remembrance services for 80 
years and I think that should change 
as soon as possible. 

Gary McCulloch 
ACSO@swanmorepc.org.uk
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Roll of Honour 

Time to add some 
missing names? 



Today Swanmore may be considered 
lucky to still have a shop and a Post 
Office – albeit both with limitations – 
but not all that long ago there would 
have been rather more businesses in 
the village to choose from and day-to-
day shopping need not have involved 
car or bus journeys. 

There were butchers, bakers, and 
grocers, a choice of clothes shops 
(new or second-hand), petrol stations, 
and others selling electrical goods or 
repairing shoes. Oral histories in our 
village archives, recorded several 
years ago, provide plenty of 
reminiscences about the various 
outlets and the people who ran them. 
Some of whom were extremely 
entrepreneurial.  

Brothers Edward and William 
“Jack” Linter had started a cycle 
agency in the village in 1895 while 
also continuing the shoemaking 
business of their father George. They 
soon added cycle repairs to the 
offering and as the years went by 
expanded even further: by the 1940s 
Jack had added hairdressing and 
tobacconist to his skill set while 
Edward stayed with boot-making and 
cycle repairs. The hairdressers – now 
Shades of Sweet Pea, formerly Peggy 
Abbott’s – on the corner of Chapel 
Road and New Road was once a 
sweet shop and tobacconist run by 

Hubert Martin. When he died in 1955 
Jack Linter took over, selling sweets, 
crisps and lemonade. In the garden 
there was a Nissen hut where he kept 
secondhand clothes, prams and beds, 
while the bicycle shop was next door, 
– which also sold shoes and paraffin 
as well as providing a shoe repair 
service. 

Evelyn Tier, recorded in 1994, 
remembered the enterprise well: “You 
always went there with three or four 
objects in mind – either to go and buy 
sweets, then have your shoes or your 
bicycle repaired and get some paraffin 
for your lamp. It was all done by Jack 
Linter”. 

Opposite The Brickmakers (always 
remembered by older residents as The 
Bricklayer’s Arms) was a clothes shop 
and next door a bungalow, which had 
a wooden shed with shop windows. 
“One side of the shop window sold 
sweets and newspapers and on the 
other side was the village barber,” 
recalled Mrs Tier. 

Dodgy dealing 
The current village shop was for many 
years known as Mid-Hants Stores and 
included a Post Office next door while 
at the back was Alf Merritt’s bakery. 
Bill Parsons, born in 1910, another of 
the oral history contributors from the 
1990s, remembered the shop in even 

earlier times when it was run by the 
“Miss Woodmans”. “One ran the Post 
Office side and the other one ran the 
grocery side. It was much smaller in 
those days…but the shop itself was 
well known because it was the main 
shop in the village, and the way they 
used to serve the stuff as it all came in 
bulk. You’d have sugar in sacks, butter 
in great big boxes in 28lb blocks, and 
all this had to be cut up and served on 
the spot. The old tale used to go that 
Miss Woodman, who did the grocery 
side, would put the butter, sugar or 
what have you onto the scale just a 
little on the light side and whop her 
little finger in to push it down – it was 
said that Miss Woodman sold her little 
finger hundreds of thousands of 
times”. 

Around the village
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From the archives 

When Swanmore had lots of shops

Brooke’s Garage, New Road. 



As well as Alf Merritt there were 
other bakers in the village: Percy 
Tubbs in Forest Road and James 
Tribbeck at the Hill Pound cross road. 
James Tribbeck had several older 
sisters – three of whom also worked in 
the business. As well as baking and 
running a bread delivery service, the 
Tribbeck shop also became more of a 
general store selling groceries and 
haberdashery. Its hot bread oven 
found plenty of other uses – baking 
Christmas cakes for villagers who 
lacked large enough ovens or roasting 
a Christmas goose for one or other of 
the local pubs. 

Evelyn Tier also remembered 
“Derek’s furniture shop”, which had 
previously been a “wireless and 
accumulator” store. Accumulators 
were a type of 2volt battery used in the 
1940s to help power radios (along with 
a 120v battery). They needed to be 
recharged each week and would be 
hired at 6d (2�p) a week and 
swapped for a fully-charged one as 
needed. Further along New Road was 
Babbage’s “grocery, sweet and what 
have you” shop as well as Kirton’s the 
butchers.  

There were also two petrol stations 
in New Road. Bill Parsons recalled the 
“Hat Box” – millinery and much else 
sold by Judy Fletcher – and the pork 

butchery run by Harry Tibble. He kept 
and killed his own pigs and also sold 
coal – often while in the midst of 
making sausages with scant regard to 
hygiene…. although they were 
regarded as “the best in the country” 
by many. Hugh George, who was 
based in Swanmore Road near where 
Donigers Close is now, was an 
upholsterer. His son Cecil was killed in 
the Second World War.  

From still room to sheds 
There was a pottery behind The Rising 
Sun possibly specialising in drain 
pipes, while Mrs Watson was the 
village dressmaker with apprentices 
working in her garden shed. Fry’s, a 
grocery in Church Road, was 
renowned for its hot cross buns on 
Good Fridays. It became The Still 
Room in the 1950s, offering 
Swanmore’s first delicatessen counter, 
before changing hands to become a 

dress materials shop, then a saddlers 
and now a private house. 

Many shops operated from garden 
sheds providing an additional income 
stream for householders. In Vicarage 
Lane one shed served as an 
ironmongers selling such things as 
saucepans, soap, and methylated 
spirits. 

Milk generally came direct from the 
many local dairy farms: “Mr Chatters 
and Mr Marsh both delivered milk,” 
recalled Evelyn Tier. “Mr Marsh had a 
little push cart with a churn on it and 
he used to give you your milk in little 
jugs, which he dipped into the churn; it 
was fresh farm milk and very creamy”. 

In addition there were the travelling 
sales vans: Warwick’s hardware shop 
in Wickham had a van that visited 
regularly; there were occasional visits 
from the “muffin man”, the French 
onion men came annually, sometimes 
there was “a gypsy selling lace and 
clothes pegs”, a knife sharpener – who 
pushed his grinding cart from Bishop’s 
Waltham – and a leather bootlace 
seller.  

There was even a rare hurdy-gurdy 
man, who would be given coppers as 
he played in the street. As Kath Reed 
(b.1914) in another of the archives’ 
oral histories put it “…he didn’t come 
very often but his visits were a 
highlight of life in those days”. 

Around the village

Opposite page: 1950s corner of New 
Road and Chapel Road. Martin’s 
sweet shop later run by Jack Linter 
with Albert Horner’s garage and taxi 
business next door. The garage was 
later taken over by John Brooke who 
ran it until 1996. Right: Linter’s cycle 
shop in Chapel Road,1900s.

James Tribbeck delivering bread. 

Left: Mrs Stone’s sweet shop in New 
Road opposite the Recreation 
Ground. It became Babbage’s in the 
1930s and Whiteley’s in the 1970s. 
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A leafy-green Dahl-esque creature 
lurks in the garden undergrowth. It has 
gently probing feelers that can be up 
to four times as long as its body. Its 
spiny back two legs rise up and down 
sharply, noticeably longer than the 
other two pairs, and ready to spring at 
a moment’s notice. If it is minded to 
walk, it moves forward with a slightly 
robotic movement, chewing 
mouthparts at the front, and a 
threatening sword-like structure at the 
back.  

Fortunately, the creature is only 
about 1.5cm long in body and is 
completely harmless, to humans at 
least. What is it? The most likely 
possibility is the speckled bush-cricket 
(Leptophyes punctatissima), easily 
identified by the small black speckles 
covering its legs and body, a dark 
orange stripe on the back and stubby, 
reduced brown wings.  

They are vegetarian and feed on a 
whole range of plants, but can 
commonly be found on bramble leaves 
or on climbing plants in the garden. If it 
does not have spots then it could be 
one of two other species, the most 
probable being the southern oak bush-
cricket (Meconema meridionale) that 

arrived in the UK from Europe in the 
early 2000s.  

This species also has reduced 
wings, but a creamy-yellow stripe 
down the back and a more translucent 
appearance. They are carnivorous, 
feeding on smaller insects in tree 
canopies. I have found them in 
upstairs rooms in the house on 
summer evenings, when they become 
more active. How they get there is a 
mystery as they are unable to fly.  

The final possibility is the oak bush-
cricket (Meconema thalassinum). This 
species is very similar to the southern 
oak bush-cricket but has long, fully-
functioning wings as an adult. It is 
found locally and may be happened 
upon in gardens with oak or other 
large deciduous trees. 

In all three species the females 
have a fierce-looking ovipositor for 
egg-laying in tree bark. That of the 
speckled bush-cricket is sickle-
shaped, while in the other two species 

it is more reminiscent of a slightly 
curved broad sword.  

Males of all three species attract 
females by making noise. The 
speckled bush-cricket rubs its wing 
stubs together, whereas the two oak 
bush-cricket species drum their hind-
legs on leaves or other surfaces.  

To have any chance of hearing 
these sounds, however, you need to 
have very sensitive or “young” 
hearing, but even then, you will need 
to be less than a metre away. This 
could be a predator-avoidance 
strategy, or it may be that the lady 
bush-crickets like the subtle approach! 

Marcus Charig 
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Buglife 

Finding cautious crickets 
in an upstairs room 

1. Female oak bush-cricket, Botley 
Woods. 

2. Female southern oak bush-
cricket. 

3. Male southern oak bush-cricket. 
4. Male speckled bush-cricket up 

close. 

Female speckled bush-cricket with 
sickle-shaped ovipositor.

Looking for tenants 
While most would-be swift hosters are 
happy to put up a couple of boxes, the 
Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife 
Trust is aiming for multiple tenancies 
with this 5m tall tower of 23 swift boxes 
and 12 house martin cups at its 
Blashford Lakes Nature Reserve. 

Photograph by Chris Fairchild.

1

2

3

4



Eyes to the skies, it’s that time of year 
again. Swifts have started returning in 
numbers from their wintering grounds 
in Africa. These migratory birds return 
each year to Northern Europe to breed 
on our homes and buildings. Flying 
more than 3,000 miles twice a year, 
these birds have an amazing lifestyle.  

Returning with a group of birds 
known as hirundines – swallows, 
house martins and sand martins that 
are often confused with swifts – it can 
be difficult to identify these species of 
birds in flight. Although swifts seem 
similar in appearance they’re relatives 
of the hummingbird.  

Swifts are superb fliers, feeding, 
sleeping and mating on the wing, 
landing only to lay eggs, incubate and 
raise swiftlets. They will normally lay 
two or three eggs in May or June, that 
hatch after 20 days with the swiftlets 
fledging after six weeks. The parents 
can fly up to 350 miles a day collecting 
insects on the wing and returning to 
feed youngsters every hour when they 
have a full bolus of insects.  

I previously wrote an article in The 
Swanmore Link in April/May 2024 
about trying to attract swifts to 
Swanmore and, in particular, my 
house. So, I am pleased to say that 
after four years of trying to entice the 

birds, I had my first breeding pair. A 
bird arrived in June 2024 and was 
joined by its mate a few hours later. It 
was late in the season at this point but 
amazingly they went on to raise two 
swiftlets.  

I had licensed bird ringers come to 
ring the birds and I wished them well 
on their long migration back to Africa. 
It’s almost unbelievable to think that 
juvenile swiftlets like mine having 
fledged the nest will not land again for 

two or three years until they are 
sexually mature to breed.  

Once swifts find a nest site they will 
return every year to the same nest to 
raise a family. At the time of writing, 
one of my breeding adults has 
returned on 3rd May and is awaiting 
the arrival of its partner. 

The photographs at the top of the 
page shows the box they bred in last 
year. I am mad but you don’t have to 
drill holes through walls like I did. A 
simple plywood box can be cheaply 
fixed 4–5 metres high on your house. 
If anyone wants to try attracting swifts 
or any hirundines then please get in 
touch. 

Aaron Burgess 
aaronburgess1984@hotmail.com 

Below and left: Aaron with licensed 
bird ringer Peter Potts and swiftlets. 
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Seen and heard 

A swift 
update

Inside the nesting box.



Your Hampshire County and 
Winchester District Councillors have 
been actively involved in the 
2024/2025 municipal year in shaping 
some of the most significant decisions 
affecting our area in decades. From 
vital county budget decisions, new 
Local Plan consultations, and stronger 
planning enforcement, to major 
conversations on Devolution and Local 
Government Reorganisation (LGR) – 
this has been a pivotal year for the 
future of local government and 
delivery of services. 

The election of a new Government 
has brought rapid policy shifts, and 
your Councillors have also worked 
hard to second guess the likely 
outcomes and minimise disruption to 
our thriving, sustainable communities, 
and connected local parishes. 

Now more than ever, local 
leadership and close Parish Council 
partnerships are essential to secure 

the best outcomes for planning, 
infrastructure, and governance in 
Hampshire and the Winchester District 
for the long term. Key decisions are 
approaching on how future planning 
and council structures will work, 
alongside the continuing challenges of 
budget pressures, climate change, 
and nature protection. 

What’s changing? 
�Devolution and a Combined County 

Authority (MCCA) – Hampshire, 
Portsmouth, Southampton, and the 
Isle of Wight are working toward 
forming an elected Mayor-led 
Combined Authority by May 2026, 
with Parliament expected to ratify 
this via a Devolution Bill in late 
summer 2025. 

�Local Government Reorganisation 
(LGR) – Potential mergers of District 
Councils, County Council and 
Unitary Authorities under the MCCA 
are being considered, with business 
cases to be reviewed by the 
Government in Autumn 2025. 

As the LGR programme develops, a 
public consultation is likely. We will 
share updates as soon as we have 
them. We are also lobbying hard to 
ensure a new County Mayor authority 
has mandated statutory legal duties to 
address the climate crisis alongside 
strengthened nature duties when 
making major economic and spatial 
planning decisions. This is also 
essential for LGR when set against 
these weakened considerations in the 
Planning and Infrastructure Bill now 
passing through parliament. 

Some headline successes
�Meon Valley Transport/Travel 

Forums. A new Central Meon Valley 
Councillor initiative tackling shared 
transport issues, improving highways 
reporting, promoting active travel 
schemes, and supporting community 
bus services. 

�Cultural strategy, community, 
sustainable spaces and schools.

Supporting village halls with funding 
access, renewable energy projects, 
electric vehicle charging, and 
backing greening initiatives including 
wildflower planting and River Meon 
protection. One significant success: 
Swanmore College has installed 152 
solar panels, expected to generate 
120MWh of clean electricity annually 
with a lower carbon footprint and a 
£15,000–£20,000 saving p.a. 

�New Winchester Local Plan. 
Secured minimal and well-placed 
development, prioritising stronger 
environmental protections and 
infrastructure delivery – now with the 
Planning Inspector – while we 
prepare to resist weakening 
changes. 

�South Downs National Park (SDNP) 
Management Plan and Local Plan 
Review. Safeguarding nature-led 
priorities against housing-led 
pressures, promoting traffic calming 
and landowner-led conservation 
through SDNP programmes. 

�Planning enforcement. Successfully 
lobbied for £200,000 in extra funding 
to improve enforcement against 
illegal planning, especially in our 
rural areas. 

�Local flooding. Worked with flood 
and water authorities to highlight and 
pushed for improved flood 
prevention and resilience measures 
in Meon Valley parishes. 

�Waste and recycling. Helped prevent 
the closure of Bishop’s Waltham 
Recycling Centre and supported new 
doorstep food waste collections from 
early 2026. 

�Landline and mobile services 
changes. Lobbied for better 
emergency and social care access 
as landlines are switched off and 
mobile services evolve. 

�One district approach. Promoting a 
fairer, more balanced distribution of 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 
and grant funding between urban 
and rural areas.

Please don’t hesitate to make 
contact if you have any issues of 
concern or join us at one of our 
Councillor Surgeries – programme to 
be announced shortly and shared with 
Parish Councils. 
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Our Winchester and 
Hants Councillors 
�Malcolm Wallace 07739 050224 

mwallace@winchester.gov.uk 
   malcolm.wallace@hants.gov.uk
�Danny Lee 07896 644504 

dlee@winchester.gov.uk 
�Suzanne White 07944 010909 

swhite3@winchester.gov.uk 

Malcolm Wallace 
who is also our HCC 

councillor. 

Danny Lee 

Suzanne White 

From our district and county councillors 

A year of step change 



Now open at the Bishop’s Waltham 
Museum is its 2025 exhibition 
“Bishop’s Waltham Branch Line: The 
small railway that made a big 
difference”, which is celebrating 200 
years since the railways began in 
1825. 

The line from Botley to Bishop’s 
Waltham opened in 1863 and 
changed owners several times – often 
almost bankrupting them. A halt at 
Durley was added in 1909 to  serve a 
local timber mill. The line became part 
of Southern Railways in 1923.  

The last passenger train ran on 
31st December 1932 although freight 
continued on the route until 1962. 

Bishop’s Waltham Museum is open 
at weekends 12noon to 4pm until 
September and then 12noon to 2pm 
during weekends in October. Entrance 
is free. 

Visiting the museum also provides 
an opportunity to explore the new 
platform built by English Heritage 
inside the west tower of Bishop’s 
Waltham Palace.  

The platform allows visitors to step 
into the tower for the first time in 
nearly 400 years and look up at the 

windows and fireplaces of the Bishop's 
private rooms. 

Penny Copeland 

� You can read all about the Bishop’s 
Waltham line in an article by 
Crawford Wright that appeared in 
the October/November 2024 issue 
of The Swanmore Link available on 
the St Barnabas website. 

Waltham Ramblers 

Out and about 
in June 
Organised walks are held by the 
Waltham Group of the Ramblers on 
Wednesdays (mornings), Sundays 
(usually all day) and Friday evenings 
in the summer months. Some June 
walks are listed below with meeting 
venue and leader’s contact number.  

Newcomers are welcome but 
please contact the leader beforehand 
in case there is a change. 
�Friday 6th June – Winchester via 

Magdalen Hill Butterfly Reserve, 4.5 
miles, Gill and Ian 07789 768579 
Start: 7pm – Park at Chesil Street 
multi-storey car park (free after 
6pm). Meet at the pedestrian 
entrance, Old Station Approach, 
SO23 8BL. 

�Wednesday 11th June – Upham via 
Red Lane and Popes Farm, 5 miles, 
David 07805 957030. Start: 10am. 
Meet at the Duck Pond, SO32 1JH. 

�Sunday 15th June – Wherwell via 
Harewood Forest, 8 miles, bring a 
picnic lunch, John 07709 732990. 
Start: 10am. Meet in the car park at 
the end of Church Street, off High 
Street, SP11 7JJ. 

�Wednesday 18th June – Hinton 
Ampner via Bramdean, 5.3 miles, 
Karen 07921 616142. Start: 10am. 
Meet in the first car parking area on 
the drive to the  National Trust 
house, SO24 0LA. 

�Wednesday 25th June – Fair Oak 
via Upper Barn Copse and Stoke 
Park Wood, Gareth 07867 523049. 
Start: 10am. Meet at The Fox & 
Hounds pub, use the rear car park 
(please patronise the pub after the 
walk), SO50 7GD. 

�Friday 27th June – Titchfield via 
canal path to Meon Shore, 4.5 miles, 
John 07709 732990. Start: 7pm. 
Meet in Bridge Street car park, PO14 
4EA.  

�Sunday 29th June – Littleton via Old 
Barn and Down Farm, bring a picnic 
lunch, Gill and Ian 07789 768579. 
Start: 10am. Meet in the car park of 
Littleton Millennium Hall, The Hall 
Way, SO22 6QL 

For further information about 
Waltham Ramblers, email 
delia.rampton@talktalk.net 

Delia Rampton 

Around the district

Bishop’s Waltham Museum 

Recalling the days when 
trains were really local 

Bishop’s Waltham Station c.1906 by Eleanor Kirk

The new viewing platform at the 
Palace’s West Tower.  
Photograph by Jim Holden
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This year’s “Summer Fayre & Dog 
Show” on Saturday 14th June will be a 
great day out for all the family. The day 
starts with a fabulous motorcade of 
classic and vintage cars and 
motorbikes that will drive up the high 
street and onto Hoe Road for 12.30pm 
when the Summer Fayre will begin.  

There will be live music, the dog 
show, food and drink area, ice cream, 
cakes, picnic areas, fun and games, 
inflatables, a children’s area including 
storytelling, Juggling Jake, face 
painting, and glitter tattoos, our grand 
raffle, and many other stalls, plus this 
year a show stand area featuring 
motorhomes, Snows Toyota and Peter 
Cooper Cars. For further information 
please check our website: 
www.bishopswalthamrotary.org.uk 

Bishop’s Waltham Men’s Shed 
Back in autumn 2024 the Bishop’s 
Waltham Men’s Shed helped us by 
giving “Roger” our Christmas Steam 
Train a well-needed spruce up and 
repaint. As a thank you for this we 
have supplied them with a wood  

turning lathe to help with future 
projects. 

Myanmar earthquake 
We have all seen the horrendous 
images coming out of Myanmar in the 
aftermath of the March earthquake, 
which have highlighted the desperate 
need for shelter, food and water. In 
response  Bishop’s Waltham Rotary 
Club have funded two Shelterboxes 
(pictured above), at just over £500 
each, which will provide a family tent 
and essential items, such as water 
filters, mosquito nets, and cooking 
sets to help people survive. 

Ian Treveil

BW Gardening Club  
Change of speaker 
Unfortunately, the guest speaker for 
our  meeting on 25th June has had to 
withdraw. 

However, we have an exciting 
replacement with a slight departure 
from our usual gardening connections.  

The Meonside Farm Beaver 
Reintroduction Project is an exciting 
venture to return these beautiful 
creatures to this area and Meonside 
Farm has already started this project. 
We will get updates about how the 
project is progressing, together with 
much more background to the project 
and, indeed, the whole idea of 
returning beavers to the wild.  

The meeting is at St Peter’s 
Church Hall, Free Street at 7pm.  

For July, it’s “all hands to the 
pump” for our Open Annual Show on 
26th July in the Jubilee Hall from 
1.45pm. Last year’s slug infestation 
meant that even weird and wonderful 
shapes and sizes had a good chance 
of a prize. It’s fun taking part, and 
that’s why we produce the show every 
year. It’s not just vegetables, either, 
with many different classes to enter – 
even the men get a chance to show 
their skills in  the “Men only, Cake 
Section”. For all the details have a 
look at our website: www.bwgc.org.uk. 

Robin Breach 

Around the district

24

Bishop’s Waltham Rotary 

Getting ready for the 
Summer Fayre

The Meon Voices achieved another 
record-breaking attendance at its 12th 
April Spring Concert at St Peter’s 
Church in Bishop’s Waltham, and one 
of Chair Phil Coundley’s last 
announcements, before he stood 
down after ten years’ outstanding 
service, was to urge the audience to 
support two charities at the leaving 
collection. His words were heeded as 
the concert raised £790 to be shared 
between the United Free Church in 
Bishop’s Waltham, and WATSAN 
Uganda. 

The members of the popular 
community choir were united in their 
heartfelt thanks to Phil and to his wife 
Jenny, who has supported him 

throughout his tenure. Choir Secretary 
Jane Vose presented Phil with a gift of 
vouchers for two cocktail-making 
classes, lunch and a tour of the 
Bombay Sapphire distillery, along with 
a bottle of the popular gin and 
glasses.  

“We are all so grateful to Phil; he 
has led the choir for ten years of its 
50-year existence, through good times 
and challenges,” she said. “He has 
supported three different leaders, and 
drove its very survival after the 
pandemic.”  

The Spring Concert was the first 
event under Meon Voices’ new 
musical director Emma Dean and it 
was a rousing success, with audience 

members joining in with a sporting 
medley (Oh When the Saints, and 
Swing Low, Sweet Chariot) and the 
popular hymn Jerusalem. 

If you are interested in joining the 
Meon Voices, you are invited to put 
your name down for the waiting list. 
You don’t need to audition, nor be able 
to read music, although it helps; there 
is lots of support, learning and, above 
all, camaraderie.   

The Monday night practices will 
recommence in September 2025. The 
sessions are from 7.30 to 9.30pm at 
the United Free Church in Bishop’s 
Waltham, culminating in two concerts 
a year at Spring and Christmas. 

If you would like further information 
on joining the choir, please email Jane 
Vose on janevose@icloud.com or call 
07850 717705. 

Lizz Clark

Meon Voices 

Record attendance supports charities



We have now held the second round 
of competition and welcomed Zaid 
Meharali, from Basingstoke Camera 
Club, as our assessor for the evening. 
Entries in the print round had to show 
a sense of motion. This can be 
achieved by the creative use of shutter 
speed, which can either “freeze or stop 
the action” (a fast shutter speed) or 
create intentional blur by using a 
slower shutter speed.   

There were many different 
interpretations of this in both leagues – 
with creative use of intentional camera 
movement (ICM) and multiple 
exposures – using a slower 
shutterspeed plus moving the camera 
when taking the picture. Another 
technique is “panning” – where you 
follow the subject in the viewfinder 
and, as it moves across – press the 
shutter. The result is a point of 

sharpness with a beautiful, streaked 
blur in the background – often seen in 
motor sport images. 

The projected digital image 
competition had no theme this time 
around. There were 22 images 
covering a wide range of subject 
matter from abstract to landscapes. 
Zaid gave a thorough critique on each 
picture shown; he was entertaining 
and generous with his thoughts on 
why the picture worked together with 
ideas for possible improvements.

Coming up on 5th June, our guest 
speaker will be Ian Howard, who will 
be talking to us about planning 
photographic trips to London. Ian asks 
“…nearly everyone photographs 
London, but are you getting the best 
out of it?" A passionate professional 
photographer from Kent, Ian’s talk will 
explore street photography in London 

via photo walks that you can try for 
yourself, with tips on the places you 
can shoot (and can’t), images from the 
key locations and where to go to shoot 
different styles of photography (and 
where to avoid!).  

If you have recently acquired a new 
camera or want to rekindle your hobby 
or even find out how to improve your 
skills using a camera phone, Bishop’s 
Waltham Photographic Society will 
welcome you and help you with your 
photography. Why not come along to 
one of our meetings (free of charge) 
as a taster? 

We meet once or twice a month at 
St Peter’s Hall, Free Street. Always on 
the first Thursday, then other 
Thursdays depending on our calendar. 

Please look at our website at 
www.bishopswalthamphotosociety.co.
uk or drop an email to 
info@bishopswalthamphotosociety.co.
uk for information on the dates of our 
meetings. 

Dawn Blight 

Around the district

BW Photographic Society 

Snapping the moving image

Sarah Townley’s “Bike ride, Hanoi” was highly 
commended in the Advanced League.

If you’ve enjoyed hearing the 
Hampshire Police Male Voice Choir 
perform at their various concerts there 
is now an opportunity to join them with 
a “Come and Sing” day on 20th July.  

The event will be held at the 
church of Our Lady of the Immaculate 
Conception  in Stubbington, Fareham 
PO14 2PL. 

There will be a singing techniques 

workshop with three male voice 
pieces to learn ready for an informal 
concert at the end of the session. The 
workshop starts at 10.30am with the 
concert at 3.30pm ending at 4pm. No 
experience is necessary. 

Cost is £5 including drinks (bring a 
packed lunch). For more information  
visit HPMVC on facebook or contact 
chairman@hampshirepolicechoir.org.uk

Hampshire Police Choir 
Your chance to join in the singing
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Once again, as the summer holidays 
approach, Bishop’s Waltham 
Community Swimming (BWCS) has 
arranged for the swimming pool at 
Bishop’s Waltham Junior School to be 
open in the mornings from Wednesday 
23rd July to Friday 8th August.  

There will be two fun sessions, 
each lasting an hour, from 10.30am to 
11.30am and 11.30am to 12.30pm on 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 
On  Tuesdays and Thursdays there 
will be one fun session from 10.30am 
to 11.30am with the second session 
reserved for lane swimmers. For these 
sessions the pool will be divided into 
“fast” and “slow” sections without any 
toys allowed. Children are welcome to 
swim during these times but they will 
be required to swim lengths and 
BWCS requests that they swim in the 
correct lane according to their pace. 

Each session will be supervised by 
two qualified lifeguards and there will 
be a selection of toys, floats and  

sinkable sticks available poolside for 
the fun swimming sessions. Children 
under the age of eight years must be 
accompanied by an adult. The cost 
per session will be:  
�Adult swimmers £5.50 
�Junior swimmers £3.80 
�Under 5 years £1.00 

Members will be able to make use 
of their 2024/25 membership cards but 
are asked to show their cards to the 
duty lifeguard as they book in. BWCS 
now has a card machine to process 
card payments. Parking is available on 
site in the area below the steps up to 
the pool or on the playground area to 
the left of the main entrance gate. 

Adult swimming lessons on 
Wednesday evenings will continue 
again from September but will be 
closed during the holidays. For more 
information about the pool and 
activities please refer to the BWCS 
website. 

Penny Eliot 

Waltham Priory Probus 

Join us for lunch 
and lectures
A great milestone has been achieved 
by our Probus member Hilary Taylor 
who has just celebrated her 100th 
birthday. Members all joined Hilary 
with a presentation cake and hearty 
congratulations on her great 
achievement. 

Future meetings include: 
�3rd June – Dr Lyndon Palmer on 

“Sutton Hoo ship burial”. 
�1st July – Don Bryan on 

“Archaeological Dowsing”. 
�2nd September– Duncan Colin-

Jones on “A history of the Solent”. 
Waltham Priory Probus is a mixed 

club of men and women able to accept 
some new members at present. We 
meet on the first Tuesday morning of 
every month in Botley for 
entertainment followed by lunch. 
Please contact our secretary on 
01489789039 or email 
ailsajen15@gmail.com for details. 

BW Oral History Group 
Share your memories 
Our voluntary community group of 
experienced oral historians was 
formed in 2021 to collect and preserve 
memories of local people in the wider 
area to the east of Winchester. Our 
first goal is to record anyone offering 
previously unheard local memories of 
the 1930s and Second World War. 

We train volunteers in interviewing, 
sound recording, transcribing, editing 
and archiving. Our  partner groups 
have been enabled to start oral history 
collections in their own communities 
and we now have active members 
working in several locations. 

If you would like to join us as a 
contributor or volunteer, we’d love to 
hear from you. Please email 
trish.simpson-davis@outlook.com or 
phone 01202 942314. 

Trish Simpson-Davis

� Oral histories collected by the group 
relevant to Swanmore can now be 
consulted at the Swanmore Parish 
Council archive room.

Bishop’s Waltham Town Team is again 
running its popular “Give and Take” 
exchange stall each month at St 
George’s Square from 10.30am to 
2.30pm with the aims of encouraging 
re-use and reducing waste. You can 
give, you can take or you can give and 
take.  

Themes for each month are: 
�28th June: Holiday, travel and sports 
�26th July: Toys, games, books and 

clothes for under-11s 

�30th August: Small household items 
and entertainment 

�27th September: Arts and crafts 
items 

�25th October: Hallowe’en and 
Christmas items. 

Around the district
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BW Community Swimming 

Make a splash this summer  

Give and take 

Make use of unwanted items



Bishop’s Watham Town Team is 
holding KidStreat 2025 on Sunday 6th 
July in the High Street from 12noon 
onwards.  

The town centre will be closed to 
traffic and 30 local community 
organisations will be putting on 
activities to engage, educate, enchant 
and entertain children from age three 
to 15 – and all the activities are free. 

Options will include physical 
activities, such as soft ball cricket, 
various skills options – from woodwork 
to ffirst aid and erret handling – 
creative opportunities, such as paper 
crafts and a capella singing, as well as 
various fun games including “splat the 

rat” and “hook a duck”.  
Local cafés, food outlets and bars 

will be open for food and drink 
throughout the day and we are aiming 
to create a real party atmosphere in 
the village. 

KidStreat was first launched in 
2018 and was a roaring success. 
Families particularly enjoyed the fact 
that the activities were free and that 
there was so much variety.   

Volunteers are need as stewards 
working in shfts of two to three hours. 
To register your interest as a volunteer 
please contact: 01489 894289 ot 
email robert.shields@xmoor.com. 

Sarah Berry 

Wickham in WWII 
Wickham History Society is holding an 
exhibition on 5th and 6th July to mark 
the 80th anniversaries of both VE and 
VJ Days.  

As well as informative displays –  
including “The Land Army and 
farming”, “Wickham’s Home Guard”  
and the way the town celebrated the 
victories – the exhibition will include 
newpaper cuttings, parish registers 
from the tim, photograph albums and 
models of Second World War 
airplanes.  

“Wickham in the Second Word 
War” will be at Wickham Community 
Centre from 11am to 4pm each day 
and entry is free. 

www.wickhamhistory.org.uk 

Dates for your diaries 
Every Thursday 6.30pm–10pm, Swanmore Bridge Club, Paterson Centre. 
Every Friday 2pm–4pm, MVARA Scrabble, Paterson Centre. 

3rd June  Botley, Waltham Priory Probus Club, Dr Lyndon Palmer on “Sutton Hoo ship burial”. 
5th June 7.30pm, St Peter’s Hall, Free Street, Bishop’s Waltham Photographic Society, Ian Howard on  
  “Planning photographc trips to London”. 
6th June 10am, Waltham Ramblers, Winchester via Magdalen Hill Butterfly Reserve (see p.23 for other  

 walks in June). 
6th–8th June 10am–5pm, Broadlands, Romsey – The Garden Show: tickets £10 or £12, children £5. 
7th June 12.30pm, Droxford Country Fair. 
11th June  8pm, Paterson Centre, Swanmore Society, “Sarah Shaw on “The life of a Guide Dog puppy”. 
14th June  9.45am–12noon, Marsh’s Meadows, Swanmore Conservation Group work party. 
14th June  12.30pm–5pm, Hoe Road Recreation Ground, Bishop’s Waltham – Rotary Family Fun Day. 
17th June 7.30pm, St Peter’s Church Hall, Bishop’s Waltham WI, “Scams and cyber attacks” by Bobby  
  Simon. 
18th June 1.45pm, Paterson Centre. Nostalgic Film Club. 
25th June 7pm, St Peter’s Church Hall, Free Street. Bishop’s Waltham Gardening Club. “Meon Valley   

 beavers project”. 
28th June 10am–1pm, Village Centre car park, Barnaby’s classic cars. 
28th June 10.30am–2.30pm, St George’s Square, Bishop’s Waltham. Give and Take: Holiday, travel and  

 sports. 
28th June 7pm, Swanmore Village Hall, Quiz night in aid of 1st Swanmore Scouts. 

1st July Botley, Waltham Priory Probus Club, Don Bryan on “Archaeological Dowsing”. 
5th–6th July 1pm–5pm, Swanmore open gardens; tickets and teas at the Paterson Centre. 
12th July 9.45am–12noon, Marsh’s Meadows, Swanmore Conservation Group work party. 
12th July 12noon – 4pm ,Broad Lane Recreation Ground. Meon Valley Lions Swanmore fête. 
15th July Bishop’s Waltham WI – Garden visit tbc. 
16th July 1.45pm, Paterson Centre. Nostalgic Film Club. 
20th July 2-5pm, Paterson Centre. Teddy Bear’s Picnic. 
23rd July–8th Aug  Bishop’s Waltham Junior School – BW Community Swimming summer opening (details p.26). 
25th–27th July 10am–5pm, Rookesbury Park, Wickham – The Garden Show, tickets £10 or £12, children £5. 
26th July 10am–1pm, Village Centre car park, Barnaby’s classic cars. 
26th July 10.30am–2.30pm, St George’s Square, Bishop’s Waltham. Give and Take: Toys, games, books  

 and clothes for under-11s. 
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Kids’ treats for the holidays 



Animal services 
The Dog Room 36 

Building/carpentry/property 
maintenance 

M R Chase 38 
Lee Cooper 32 
Dean Architectural Technician 37 
Diamond Carpentry 34 
R & G Gamblin 38 
Tim Millier Carpentry 33 

Chimneys/logs 
Chimney Sweep 38 
R J Ralls 31 
Woodlea Nursery 35 

Computer services 
Computer Problems Solved 32 

Educational/childcare  
Sallie Smith 34 
Swanmore Pre-School 37 

Electrical services  
P Graham Electrical 36 
MFC Electrical Ltd 35 
G Rixon Ltd 32 

Environment 
Burrow Environmental 36 
EMF HomeSafe 34 

Fashion 
No 22 Boutique 34 

Fencing 
RJS Fencing Contractor 31 

Financial/legal services 
Butler & Co 36 
Chamberlains 37 
Nicholas Ridge 32 

Food & drink
Wyches Vineyard 29 

Funeral services 
South Downs Funeral Service 29 
Richard Steel & Partners 30 

Gardening/forestry 
Oscar Emery Tree Care 34 
Richard’s Grass Cutting 33 
SJB Services  31
Gerald M Vivian 35

Glass & windows 
Steve West 33 

Hairdressers 
Shades of Sweetpea 33 

Health services 
Piers Spencer Osteopath 31 
Saxby’s Eye Care 31 
SanPau 33 

Household services 
Alan Shawyer Appliance 
     Repairs 32 
Creating Space 35 

Motor repairs 
Taylor’s Garage 38 

Music
Meon Music 37

Painting and decorating 
Philip Broad 35 
R J Fisher 34 
Mark & June Mason 35 
N W Stubbington Ltd 35 

Plumbing and heating 
William Fleming 30 
J D Humphrey Ltd 35 
G Rixon Ltd 32 
White Rose Plumbing 37 

Printers  
Solent Design 38 

Roofs and roofing 
Oakley Improvements 39 

Septic tanks 
Burrow Environmental 36 
  

To advertise in 
The Swanmore Link 

please contact  
John Austin on 
01489 893409 or 

jo.sta5577@gmail.com 

If you contact any of 
our advertisers 

please remember to 
say that you found 

them in  
The Swanmore LInk

Advertisers’ Directory
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V I N E Y A R D

Award Winning Quality 
English Wine from the 
chalky slopes of  The South 
Downs in Upper Swanmore 
Please contact us by email, phone, or by 
completing the online form on our website.

We will deliver for free within a 20-mile 
radius of Swanmore, Hampshire.

5% discount available on orders 
of 12 bottles or more.

info@wychesvineyard.co.uk      Tel 07885 822289      wychesvineyard.co.uk

Our Wickham Funeral 
Home Is Moving

- Not far away, just across the road!

Our Clanfield Funeral Home
43 Drift Road, Clanfield  PO8 0JS 

Tel: 02392 570239
clanfield@southdownsfuneralservice.com

Our Denmead Funeral Home
The Old Post Office House, Hambledon Road, 
Denmead  PO7 6NN | Tel: 02392 231567

care@southdownsfuneralservice.com

OUR NEW WICKHAM ADDRESS
Thorn Cottage, The Square, Wickham, Fareham, 

Hants  PO17 5JT | Tel: 01329 833920
wickham@southdownsfuneralservice.com

We are pleased to announce we have moved our Wickham Funeral Home to Thorn Cottage  
in The Square, quite literally a few yards away from our previous office.
Thorn Cottage is located next to The Old Tea House, Café, Bistro and Wine Bar.
After an extensive refurbishment of the building we are making plans to offer a full stonemasonry and counselling service.
We look forward to seeing you all, whether it is for care and support, or merely a chat to put the world to rights!

Gold Charter Funeral Plans 
24 hour, local and personal service 

Floristry Service  |  Stonmasonry service 
No deposits required 

Fully accredited and regulated member of SAIF

Our Wickham Funeral 
Home Is Moving

- Not far away, just across the road!
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BISHOP’S WALTHAM
The Gate House, Victoria Road,

Bishop’s Waltham, SO32 1DJ
01489 892640

ALRESFORD
58 West Street, Alresford, 
Hampshire, SO24 9AU

01962 798789

WINCHESTER
Alderman House, 12–14 City Road,

Winchester, SO23 8SD
01962 862333

www.steelsfunerals.co.uk
Available 24 hours

Incorporating
Nigel Chamberlain

& Partners for
over 30 years
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Tree and Hedge 
Maintenance

Fully qualified and insured
One o! jobs
Regular maintenance
Local reliable service based in Swanmore

Contact Simon for a FREE quotation on:

01489 890577  |  07976 264719
simonbrn3@googlemail.com

@s.j.b.services
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Piers Spencer
Registered Osteopath

Bishop's Waltham
Osteopathic Clinic

White Hart Stables, Bank Street
Bishop's Waltham SO32 1AN

01489 891 880
piersspencer@hotmail.com
www.bwosteopathy.co.uk

AGRICULTURAL, EQUESTRIAN 
& DOMESTIC FENCING

Stock Fence   I Deer Fence   I Equifence
Post & Rail   I Stake & Rail

Permanent   I Electric Fencing
Closeboards   I  Panel Fencing   I Trellis

Picket Fencing   I Dog Proof Fencing
Call Richard on 07930 229649

www.rjs-fenc#ng.co.uk

2 Houchin Street, Bishops Waltham SO32 1AR

01489 896330
info@saxbys-eyecare.co.uk

RJ Ralls
solid fuel services

Chimney Sweep
Fully qualified and registered

Fully insured
Certificates issued

Contact Rob on 07795 060 270
rjralls.co.uk

GU
IL

D
OF MASTER SW

EEPS
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CPS Ltd, Orchardlea

07962 641796
01489 890738
Christopher Guénier

Computer Problems Solved

Swanmore, Hampshire. SO32 2QZ
info@computerproblemssolvedltd.co.uk
www.cps-ltd.org.uk

A qualified and experienced Computer Engineer who can 
efficiently solve all your home and business computer needs. 

Oakleaf, Ludwells Lane, Waltham Chase, Southampton, SO32 2NP
t: 01489 899102  e: nicholas@nicholasridgecta.co.uk

www.nicholasridgecta.co.uk

WATCHING OUT FOR THE NEXT 
GENERATION

Is IHT a factor in making my Will? Is a Family Trust a good idea?

PROPERTY OR WORK OVERSEAS
How does it affect my tax if I live, work or have property abroad?

FOR ENTREPRENEURS
Am I the only one wondering whether it’s worth all the aggro?

PERSONAL TAX
What is the best way to order my tax affairs, in full compliance 

with the law?

SELLING MY BUSINESS
How much tax will I pay? What is my business worth?

EXPERT TAX ADVICE
WITH A HUMAN FACE

FOR THE MEON VALLEY
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ELECTRICAL PLUMBING AND HEAT ING ENGINEERS

G. RIXON LTD.  Wynot  Heath Road  Soberton  Hampshire  SO32 3PQ

We carry out small jobs such as attending to faulty
light fittings and dripping taps, to larger jobs such
as complete rewires and replacement bathrooms.
We are disabled adaptation specialists and install

level access showers and accessible kitchens.
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LOCAL GLASS REPAIRS
WINDOWS & DOORS

All Aspects of Glass & Glazing

Steve West: 07718 513283
Email: bootneck67@icloud.com

Based in Swanmore

Replacement Double Glazed Units
Remedial work to Windows & UPVC Doors

Emergency Lock Outs
Lock Replacements for Windows & UPVC Doors

hair  by    D .Fulstow

Debbie & her team would like to welcome you to 
Shades of Sweetpea hair salon. A new hairdressing 

business situated in Chapel Road Swanmore. Specialists 
in cuts and colours, also wedding and occasion hair. 

Pop in and pick up a price list, or book a free of charge 
consultation, so we can assess your hair and advise you 

on the right style for you and your hair. 

All the family welcome! 

Chapel Road, Swanmore SO32 2QB 
01489 893646 

Open  
Wednesday 9am-6.30pm, Thursday 10am-8pm,  

Friday 9am-7.30pm, Saturday 8am-3pm

To advertise in the 
Swanmore Magazine contact

John Austin on 
01489 893409 Tim Millier

Carpentry • Joinery

Email: tim.millier@gmail.com
Tel: 01489 356921

Built-in lounge  |  Study and bedroom furniture
Doors fitted  |  Woodwork repairs

Custom built projects  |  Building services

Your requirements to our standards

Tel: 01489 422272               Mobile: 07748 856684
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R.J. Fisher Ltd
Interior & Exterior Painting 

& Decorating
Over 30 years experience

For your free estimate
please telephone
01489 331136
07921 508941

I offer English, French and German Tuition I offer English, French and German Tuition
to GCSE Level including adults returning to GCSE Level including adults returning

to learning and SEN.to learning and SEN.
All subjects at Foundation, KS1 and KS2.All subjects at Foundation, KS1 and KS2.

Common Entrance Preparation.Common Entrance Preparation.
French and German Conversation Groups.French and German Conversation Groups.

Please contact Sallie Smith, Please contact Sallie Smith,
Primary/Secondary Teacher – Primary/Secondary Teacher –

33 years’ experience B.A. Hons, PGCE, 33 years’ experience B.A. Hons, PGCE,
DBS checkedDBS checked

01489 278018 - 07762 492651 01489 278018 - 07762 492651
salliesmith@sky.comsalliesmith@sky.com

To advertise in the 
Swanmore Magazine contact

John Austin on 
01489 893409

Environmental Consultancy Electromagnetic
Radiation & Healthy Home Survey

01329 234654 • 07816 01725001329 234654 • 07816 017250
Reduced Consultation Price for Pet Households

EMFs, PM2.5/10, TVOCs, CO2, Radar, Radon Gas

Improve your living space by discovering &
preventing the unwanted effects of electromagnetic

radiation & other unhealthy pollutants.
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J & D Humphrey Ltd
Plumbing, Gas, Oil & Solid Fuel

,ĞĂƟŶŐ�/ŶƐƚĂůůĂƟŽŶƐ
'ĂƐ�&ŝƫŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�^ĞƌǀŝĐŝŶŐ

Gas Safe Register No: 9995
Z�'/^d�Z���W>hD��Z

50 Goodlands Vale, Hedge End. SO30 4SL
dĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞ͗�Ϭϭϰϴϵ�ϴϵϯϲϮϬ

Gerald M Vivian.  Landscape Gardener
¸�3DYLQJ ¸�3RQGV�	�:DWHU�IHDWXUHV ¸�%ULFN�ZDOOV�	�6WHSV
¸�)OLQWZRUN ¸�1DWXUDO�6WRQHZRUN ¸�)HQFLQJ�	�*DWHV�
¸�/DZQV ¸�3HUJRODV�	�*DUGHQ�VWUXFWXUHV ¸�'ULYHZD\V

2YHU����\HDUV�H[SHULHQFH�ZLWK�D�UHSXWDWLRQ�IRU�
KLJK�VWDQGDUGV�RI�ZRUN�

Tel: 01489 893954  Mob: 07769 690454
g.vivian@btinternet.com
www.geraldvivianlandscapes.co.uk

INTERIOR &
EXTERIOR
DESIGN &

DECORATION
Full Colour Schemes Available

For free, friendly advice and quotes please call
Philip Broad - Tel: 023 9281 2042  Mobile: 07720 604035

4XDOLÀHG�,QWHULRU�'HVLJQHU�
Flat 7, Dymond House, Gisors Road, Southsea, PO4 8GZ

MFC Electrical Ltd

Michael Capell

Email: mcapell95@gmail.com
Mobile: 07973 407875

MARK & JUNE MASON
HUSBAND AND WIFE HIGH QUALITY 

PAINTERS AND DECORATORS
Period to modern properties

We work around your requirements

01329 235847/ 07973 162397
masonspaint.co.uk

N.W. STUBBINGTON LTD
Internal Painting & Decoration

Telephone
07967 002885

SEASONED LOGS
FOR SALE

Half or full load delivered
For further details call John on

07940 357839
Woodlea Nursery Durley

To advertise in the 
Swanmore Magazine contact

John Austin on 
01489 893409
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Avalon House, Waltham Business Park, 
Brickyard Road, Swanmore, Southampton,  

SO32 2SA
Tel:  01489 896996  

Email: enquiries@butlerco-bw.co.uk 
Website:  www.butlerco-bw.co.uk

LOCAL INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANTS AND 
TAXATION ADVISORS

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 
  

Full range of accountancy, auditing  & taxation services

Business start up advice

Book-keeping and Payroll Services 

Self-Assessment Returns

Detailed Fixed Cost Quotes   

Tel: 01489 890555 (answer phone) Mobile: 07766 525524
Email: pgrahamelectrical@btinternet.com

Based: Hoe Road, Bishop’s Waltham

ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN
Domestic - Commercial - Industrial

Installation of Electric Car Charger including OLEV grant

YYPES OF WORK UNDERTYPES OF WORK UNDERT

THE DOG ROOM
Bathing, Clipping, Scissoring 
& Hand Stripping 
Nails, Ears and Glands
Quiet handling,
professionally trained
Microchip service with 
National reg - vet & KC trained
Tel: Waltham Chase 01489 892272
or 07710 622881

To advertise in the 
Swanmore Magazine contact

John Austin on 
01489 893409
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CHAMBERLAINS
FAMILY SOLICITORS

Residential Conveyancing

Commercial Property

Probate & Wills    

Estate Administration

Lasting Powers of Attorney

RED LION STREET
BISHOP’S WALTHAM SO32 1ST

tel (01489) 896141
info@chamberlainslaw.co.uk

We are open Monday-Friday 8.30am-3.30pm, 
term time.

We o!er flexible start and finish times.

We are registered for children aged 2-5 years.

• Located in a purpose-built building for 
Early years

• Indoor and outdoor learning environments 
• Experienced professional and friendly sta!
• We work closely with families and Carers to 

support learning & development
• Approved to o!er 15 and 30 hours EYE 

funding and 2 year funding

Charity No: 801230

Church road, Swanmore SO32 2PA
www.swanmorepreschool.org.uk

To find out more please email:
sarah.hiscock@swanmorepreschool.org.uk

or contact us on
01489-893779 or 07958 436396

To advertise in the 
Swanmore Magazine contact

John Austin on 
01489 893409

lessons, 
live music 
& more

www.meonmusic.net
Call: 07934 791134
Lower Chase Road, Swanmore

all info  
& prices 

online

tuition
live music 
also

singing • piano / keyboard • theory
exam support • technology

wedding packages • bands, duos, 
soloists • large and small events

recordings • compositions • accompaniments

25% EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT on lessons 
8.30am–10am
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%8<�:,7+�&21),'(1&(
7UDGLQJ�6WDQGDUGV�$SSURYHG�7UDGHU

&$5�DQG�02725&<&/(
027V

6HUYLFH�DQG�UHSDLU�WR�FDUV
OLJKW�FRPPHUFLDOV�DQG�KRUVH�WUDLOHUV

$LU�FRQGLWLRQLQJ���VHUYLFH�	�UHSDLU

&RPSHWLWLYH�SULFHV�RQ
W\UHV�EDWWHULHV�DQG�H[KDXVWV

&ROOHFWLRQ�	�GHOLYHU\�RU�ORDQ�FDU�DYDLODEOH
VXEMHFW�WR�DYDLODELOLW\

D\ORUV�*DUDJH
'UR[IRUG

+DPSVKLUH�62����4/

7HO���������������
9(+,&/(�7(67,1*

67$7,21

z Design

z Artwork

z Stationery

z�/HDµHWV

z Flyers

z Brochures

z Booklets

z Newsletters

z Labels

z Postcards

z Folders

z Posters

z Banners

z Vinyl

z Exhibition
z Displays

Tel: 01489 892344 • Email: sales@solentdesignstudio.com
www.solentdesignstudio.com

X Professional & comprehensive service
X Stringent dust control methods observed
X No mess guarantee
X Bird guards & weather cowls fitted
X Wood stoves & multi-fuel stoves serviced
X Flue inspection & airflow testing
X Calls taken seven days a week

Tel: 01962 734029
Mobile: 07721 458067

Planning work
Bricklaying. Digger Hire.
Civil Engineering. Drainage.
UPVC Windows & Doors. Fencing.
Plastic Fascia & Soffit. Plastering.
Concrete.  Driveways.
Loft Conversion.  Plumbing.
Roofing Pitch & Flat. Garages.
Painting.   Carpentry.
Conservatories.  Electrics.

For Free Estimates please phone
Rob

01489 - 891801

Your Complete Building CompanyYour Complete Building Company
A FINE FAMILY TRADITION OF
QUALITY CRAFTSMANSHIP
FREE QUOTATIONS & EXPERT ADVICE
FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING REQUIREMENTS
FOR THE BEST IN RELIABILITY,
CUSTOMER CARE & ATTENTION TO DETAIL

Ϭϳϵϲϲ�ϮϮϮϳϳϴ
mrcbldco@yahoo.co.uk
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Get in Touch With Us
@CLHM¡N@JKDXHLOQNUDLDMSR�BNL  ! «¬¯³´ ³«³³«­

2  oakleyimprovements.com

New Roof Installation | Small Roof Repairs | Moss/Gutter Clearance

FULL ROOF INSPECTION WITH FREE QUOTATION

UK Home Improvement: 
Comfort, Savings & 

Sustainability with Oakley

EXPERTS IN ALL ASPECTS OF 
ROOFING & ROOF REPAIRS
New Roof Installation | Small Roof Repairs | Moss/Gutter Clearance

Moss and gutter clearances
See our website for full list of services

• Experienced Professionals
• Quality Materials

• Customer-Centric Approach
• Affordable Pricing

Soffit's and Fascia’s | Cement Work | Lead Flashing | Tiles

EXPERTS IN SPRAY FOAM REMOVAL
 Thorough Assessment | Safe Removal | Clean-Up and Restoration | Expert Guidance

All Work Guaranteed

1 0%
discount 
when retaining 
this magazine 

5%
donation

of profit to 
your local 
church

Looking for a way to improve your 
home? Call 0800 669 6090



VE80 Celebrations 
Swanmore’s Big Street Party 

Saturday 10th May 2025

Photographs by Berty Ferrone, Tracey Molloy and Kate Chesters


