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editorial team
Swanmore’s bi-monthly community magazine is 
looking to grow its voluntary editorial team. If you 
enjoy local news and would be able to take on 
tasks such as commissioning and encouraging 
contributions, sub-editing, writing copy, pagination, 
layout design, sourcing images of suitable quality, 
proof reading, pre-press preparation, deciding the 
print run and liaising with the printer for delivery, 
we would love to hear from you. No previous 
publication experience needed; the magazine 
format is well-established with a few regular 
contributors. 

The current editor’s agreed five-year term of 
office ends in December 2025 and we are keen to 
get a team on board for a smooth handover.

To ensure the responsibility is shared, we are 
looking for a small group to form an Editorial 
Committee (alongside representatives from the 
PCC). You would need your own computer, 
access to suitable software and good IT skills in 
this area.

Please contact Dave (07941 777448) or Janet 
(01489 894942) or email:
churchwardens@stbarnabas.org.uk with any 
questions or to tell us a bit about yourself and how 
you could play a part.

The Swanmore Link
The Swanmore Link – which is free of charge to 
all residents – can be collected from The Link 
(between the church and the Paterson Centre) 
whenever it is open, generally between 9am and 
5pm each day.

If you are housebound or disabled and unable 
to collect your magazine then please contact 
office@stbarnabas.org.uk to arrange delivery. 

The magazine can also be posted to you at a 
cost of £15 p.a. to cover postage. Contact 
treasurer@stbarnabas.org.uk to arrange 
payment.

The Swanmore Link can also be read online 
at the St Barnabas website (https://
stbarnabas.org.uk/information-hub). If you would 
like to be alerted by email when the online 
version is available please contact the Parish 
Office (office@stbarnabas.org.uk).
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I was deeply touched by the messages about my last 
piece – reflecting on my injury. Thank you for the love 
you showed me, and for sharing your own stories of 
dramatic changes in life. It was the biggest response 
that I have had to any magazine piece in 35 years! It 
gave me “a new lease of life”. 

I wonder if you have ever used this phrase, or one 
like it? Or have you, or someone you know, ever said “I 
feel like I’ve got my life back”? Or “He/she/it made me 
feel like a new man/woman”. Sometimes in life, we feel 
we reach a positive turning point, and it is nearly always 
after a period of challenge, pain or difficulty, when 
things haven’t been so good. 

This is an experience of resurrection. It is an 
experience whereby negativity, difficulty and pain are 
“taken up”, transformed, and made the basis of a new 
beginning (however small). The resurrection that 
Christians celebrate at Easter is the ultimate and 
perfect example of what millions of human beings are 
going through each and every day. On the first Easter 
Day, God-in-Christ revealed that, even from the depths 
of humiliation, isolation, agony and death (the cross), 
God can bring transformation, new beginning, new 
hope (the resurrection). 

By putting our trust – as Jesus did – in self-giving, 
simplicity, service, integrity and love, God can bring 
transformation to our lives and the lives of those around 
us. He can bring new leases of life (some very small, 
some life-changing). By living out the goodness and the 
values that Jesus embodies, we can be a source of new 
life to those around us.  

Even for those across the world whose lives are 
miserable and all too short, resurrection is the 
assurance that God’s transforming love is an eternal 
business that doesn’t stop at death and that complete  

love and joy is always the final 
word, even if only death can 
bring it. 

Resurrection is a human, 
daily experience; it is made more 
possible when we live Christ-like 
lives; it is the only and the 
ultimate source of inspiration and 
hope. Christ’s death and 
resurrection reveals it, and 
makes it forever available. 

Happy Easter! 
With love and blessings, 

The Revd Andy Davis 
07709 919602 

vicar@stbarnabas.org.uk 
 revd.andydavis@gmail.com 

New hymn books for  
St Barnabas 
We will be replacing our green hymn books with new 
ones soon. Anyone that originally donated towards the 
current books and has a dedication within the leaf is 
welcome to collect their book from the Link when the 
new ones arrive.  

We are also welcoming donations of £10 towards a 
new book with a dedication. Please make your 
donation via the website, noting the donation as for 
“New Hymn Books” https://stbarnabas.org.uk/get-
involved/ (the donation button is in the “Get Involve” 
tab, under Missions & Giving), with thanks.  

Church is one of the few places we sing together 
unrehearsed and singing is a special part of Church 
life; hymn books have been and always will be 
treasured at St Barnabas. 

Helen Dyer 

From St Barnabas’ Church

We encourage everybody to pray for the 
people of Ukraine, Gaza and Israel. For 

those who have power to work for peace, 
for those made homeless in the conflicts 

and for all those who are suffering, 
grieving and living in fear.

“It was like a new lease of life......”
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I am delighted that Emma Anderson 
will be joining the ministry of the Meon 
Valley Parishes during 2025, subject 
to an interview day in early April. 

Emma introduces herself below, 
and she is more than happy for 
invitations to come to services so that 
she can introduce herself and discuss 
her ideas and vision. 

Since very soon after I arrived, she 
and I have chatted in particular about 
the possibility of providing lively, 
contemporary worship that would be 
aimed primarily at the unchurched, 
and at Christians who travel out of our 
parishes to find the contemporary 
forms of worship and discipleship that 
suits them. This would be at a suitable 
venue, but definitely not in one of our 
church buildings! Part of the long-term 
aim would be to encourage and equip 
people to serve and support the parish 
church where they live, and to make 
their gifts and enthusiasms available 
to our existing congregations. 

Anyway, here is what Emma has to 
say about herself: 

“My husband, Robin, and our two 
teenage boys moved back to 
Swanmore ten years ago and live with 
our two dogs. Having grown up in the 
area, I love being back here with my 
family. You can often find me walking 
the dogs, knitting or drinking coffee! 

I haven’t always been a Christian 
but in 2011, after having been in 
church for six years, I experienced the 
powerful love of Jesus for the first time 
and wanted everyone to know His 
unconditional love and the peace that 
comes from living out a relationship 
with Him.  

We spent a number of years 
worshipping as a family at St Peter’s in 
Bishop’s Waltham where I became 
part of the leadership team, both 
leading services and preaching. In 
2016 I sensed God calling me to play 
my part in making Jesus known across 
the Meon Valley. This sense of calling 
led to ordination in 2022. I have 
served my curacy at Harbour Church 

in Portsmouth where I have enjoyed 
leading both traditional and 
contemporary services. 

The Meon Valley Parishes have 
eight amazing churches, all offering a 
similar style of worship, and I believe 
God wants to do something new 
across the area by offering an 
alternative item on the menu of 
worship available to all. Since moving 
back here, I have met a large number 
of Christians who commute to city 
churches. I would love to see them 
worshipping where they live and 
playing their part in making Jesus 
known in this place.” 

Revd Andy Davis 

Easter Flowers in 
St Barnabas 
If you would like to remember a loved 
one by giving a donation in their 
memory towards our Easter flowers 
please pop this in an envelope marked 
Easter Flowers or use one of the white 
envelopes in the basket marked 
Easter Flowers at the back of the 
pews and post it in the postbox 
attached to the wall in the Link.  

We will do our best to decorate the 
church as is fitting for this special time 
of the church year. Thank you. 

Juliet Helbren and the flower team 

St Barnabas Social   

Future events 
The Nostalgic Film Club. The 
first three films this year were: 
“Calamity Jane”, “The Dambusters” 
and “A Town Like Alice”. The April film 
will be decided during the March 
meeting. The Club will continue to 
meet throughout 2025 in the Paterson 
Centre on the third Tuesday of the 
month at 1.45pm. Tea and coffee will 
be available and the films will start at 
2.15pm. Entry is free and open to 
anyone. It may be possible to arrange 
transport; contact John Sharpe (01489 
892750). 

Saturday 5th April: Spring 
Concert in the Church. Tickets 
are selling well, but there may be 
some left, so call 01489 892750 or 
email events@stbarnabas.org.uk. An 
entertaining evening of popular songs 
from the accomplished Hampshire 
Police Male Voice Choir featuring 
soprano soloist Veronica Folkard. 
Cash bar before the performance and 
during the interval, when coffee and 
tea will also be available. Doors and 
bar open from 7pm and the concert 
starts at 7:30pm. Tickets: £10 each, 
free for under-16s. 

Saturday 26th & Sunday 27th 
April: Open Gardens. Tickets are 
£6 on the day from the Paterson 
Centre from 12.30pm; gardens are 
open 1-5pm. Well-behaved dogs on 
leads are welcome. Free park & ride 
courtesy of The Meon Valley Lions 
Club. Eight gardens are expected to 
be open. There will be plants for sale 
and teas with homemade cakes in the 
Paterson Centre 2-5pm. 

Saturday 5th and Sunday 6th 
July: Open Gardens. Details as 
in April but up to twelve gardens are 
expected to open 1-6pm.  

Sunday 20th July: Teddy 
Bears’ Picnic. Come and join us in 
and around the Paterson Centre for 
fun and games 2-5pm, free event, 
bring your own picnic.  

John Sharpe 

Church news
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Introducing the Revd  
Emma Anderson



Sunday 6th April
Fifth Sunday of Lent. – Passion Sunday
8am  Holy Communion
10am  Holy Communion (Followed by the 

rehearsal for the Passion Reading.)

Sunday 13th April
Palm Sunday
No 8am 
10am  Holy 

Communion. Join the 
donkey at the Village 
Hall at 9.20am to 
process to Church. During this service, there will 
be a dramatic reading of the Passion Narrative.

There are no evening Compline services during 
Holy Week and there is no Café Church in April.

Friday 18th April
Good Friday
10am–11.30am  Easter Craft 

workshop for all the family. Free 
entry. 

2pm  The Service of the Cross led 
by Revd Amanda Collinson.

Saturday 19th April
Easter Eve
8.30pm  The Easter Ceremonies led by Revd 

Amanda Collinson, the Bishop's Chaplain. 
(This service replaces the dawn service on 
Easter Sunday.)

Sunday 20th April
Easter Day
8am  Holy Communion 
10am  All Age Easter 

Communion with Easter 
egg hunt for the 
children.

Sunday 27th April
Low Sunday
Second Sunday of Easter
No 8am
10am  Holy Communion

Sunday 4th May 
Third Sunday of Easter
8am  Holy Communion
10am  Holy Communion

Sunday 11th May
Fourth Sunday of Easter
No 8am
10am  Holy Communion – Bishop Ian Brackley 

will preach and preside.

Sunday 18th May
Fifth Sunday of Easter
8am  Holy Communion
10am  Café Church

Sunday 25th May
Sixth Sunday of Easter
No 8am
10am  Holy Communion

Thursday 29th May
Ascension Day
Deanery Ascension 

Day service. Time 
and location tba. 
Please check the St 
Barnabas website 
for more details.

From St Barnabas’ Church

Services April and May
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From the registers
Baptisms
2nd March – Noah Caleb Simmons
16th March – Martha Kamini Liberty Shone and 

Alexander Keith Bertie Shone

Funerals
18th December – Dorothy 

Eltham with a 
Thanksgiving Service in 
Church on 24th January.

3rd February – Margaret 
Dunster 

19th February – Jonathan 
Anthony Joseph Ward

5th March – Laraine Cahalin 
7th April – Wenda Bunday 



Christmas Lunch 2024 

Thanks to all 
It was another successful Christmas 
Day lunch at Swanmore Methodist 
Church with thanks to our able cook 
Keith Fry and his partner Liz. They 
rose to the challenge and cooked a 
beautiful meal for 27 people from 
Swanmore and surrounding villages, 
who would otherwise have been on 
their own. Several meals were also 
delivered to people who could not be 
with us for health or work reasons.  

Aside from Keith and Liz’s cooking, 
the lunch would not have occurred 
without the generous support of the 
following: Owtons, who again 
provided the turkey, pigs in blankets 
and sausage stuffing; Garson’s 
Garden Centre, whose donation 
bought the fresh apple juice for the 
meal; and Swanmore Parish Council’s 
donation which helped to buy the 
vegetables and other soft drinks. 
Homemade Christmas puddings came 
from Mavis Daniels and Jill Letts 
provided the custard.   

On Christmas Eve, many others 
gave their time to peel vegetables, lay 
the tables and make the hall look very 
festive for the special day. Rosemary 
decorated each table with a festive 
floral arrangement; and Vanessa, 
Carol, Ann, Marion and Alyson did 
whatever was required of them. 

On Christmas Day, as well as our 
cooks, a number of other people 
generously gave of their time to 
collect those diners who required lifts, 
serve the food, play the piano and 
lead the carols, as well as doing the 
washing up. Thank you to Roger, 
Sharon, Julie, Steph and David, 
Monica, Julie, Vanessa and Graham. 

Although some of our regulars did 
not attend this year, there were quite a 
few new faces as well as old friends, 
enjoying the Christmas Day lunch and 
fellowship. Donations from the diners 
and from the church’s Christmas 
morning collection were sent to Crisis 
at Christmas.   

We look forward to organising 
Christmas Day lunch for 2025 – 
volunteers always welcome, especially 
cooks.  

Helen Currie   

From the Churches
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From the Methodist Minister 

Easter musings  
When I was 18, I found myself on a Devon beach, 
watching a drizzly, dark grey sky become a drizzly, 
slightly less dark grey sky. Next to me was a girl I had 
never seen before, on the beach for the same reason I 
was. We stood together, at 6am, sharing a chocolate 
spread sandwich and some orange squash. I had just 
(against all the Church Law I didn’t know existed at the 
time) presided over my first Communion.  

Let’s back up a bit and see how we got onto that beach, on a cold spring 
Sunday in 2000. I had gone with my youth group to a Christian conference 
called Spring Harvest, held at Butlin's in Minehead. It was the first big 
conference I had been to and it was a whirlwind of music, teaching and a 
big marketplace.   

It had all been amazing, and seeing thousands upon thousands of 
Christians, worshipping and meeting together, was an extraordinary sight 
for a young man who had been the entire Christian Union at his school for 
three years, before he was joined by another lad (with whom we eventually 
built up to a thriving group). It was Easter weekend, and the throb of 
excitement rebounded around the Butlin’s campus. But on that Easter 
Sunday morning, I had resolved to get up before dawn, like the ladies who 
went to attend to Jesus’ dead body at the tomb. I snuck out to the beach, 
and breathed in the stillness and quiet expectation of sunrise. Then I 
spotted the girl coming towards me, and realised she had come from the 
site, too. We briefly chatted, and then she offered me her breakfast for us to 
share.   

And so, the chocolate spread sandwich became, for us, Jesus’ broken 
body; the orange squash was, for us, his spilt blood. And we sat side by 
side – strangers, yet a brother and sister in God’s family, brought together 
to remember the greatest moment in history.  

Jesus had talked the talk – speaking words of forgiveness for sin and 
hope for the future – and on that first Easter Sunday, He backed it up with 
His greatest miracle: returning to life. I never saw that girl again; I don’t 
even remember her name, but that moment stuck with me because it 
reminds me that, because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, a Christian is 
never alone. We have family wherever we go on Earth, and we have a 
Father, God, who promised to never leave or forsake us, and has backed 
up His claims in the most powerful way. I hope you all have a very happy 
Easter, remembering that God loves you, died for you, lives forever and 
offers forgiveness, hope and eternal life to anyone who turns to Him – 
anyone at all – even you and me. 

Revd Phil Griffin

Easter services at Our Lady Queen of Apostles 
�Thursday 3rd April, 7.30pm: Penitential Service 
�Sunday 13th April, 9.30am: Palm Sunday Mass with blessing of palms 

and procession 
�Thursday 17th April, 7.30pm: Maundy Thursday – Mass of the Lord’s 

Supper 
�Friday 18th April, 3pm: Good Friday – Solemn Liturgy of the Lord’s 

Passion 
�Saturday 19th April, 8.30pm: Holy Saturday – Easter Vigil 
�Sunday 20th April, 9.30am: Easter Sunday 

Sue Thomson



Swanmore Methodist Church  
Chapel Road, Swanmore, SO32 2QB

Superintendent Minister: Revd Phil Griffin 
Tel. 01329 833518

Email: rev_phil@outlook.com

Loving God      Loving our community        Making disciples for Jesus

Sunday Services in April and May 
All services will commence at 10.30am unless otherwise noted. There will be a warm welcome for all 

who wish to join us for these services and please stay for tea and coffee afterwards

6th April Rosie Banks
13th April Revd Phil Griffin – Holy Communion – Palm Sunday
20th April Kathy Elvy – Easter Day
27th April Peter Castle

4th May Kathy Elvy 
11th May Revd Gill Bailey
18th May Revd Phil Griffin – Holy Communion 
25th May  Revd Roger French

Website: http://www.swanmoremethodistchurch.org.uk         

From Swanmore Methodist Church
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In need of Prayer?
Place your prayer request in the post box on the wall 
next to the Chapel entrance, add your contact details 
if you would like a visit and we’ll be in touch, or visit 
our website.

Thursday Fellowship
We hold a Fellowship meeting every Thursday 
2.30pm – 3.30pm – an opportunity to meet with 
fellow Christians for prayer, Bible reading and 
discussion.  Meetings are held in the Church and 
everyone is welcome. If you would like more detail, 
please contact Jill Letts – 01489 896182; email – 
jill.letts47@gmail.com

Coffee and Company
Weekly on Tuesdays at 10am to 12 noon. 
Enjoy company, coffee, tea and biscuits/craft; if you 
would like to bring knitting/sewing etc. or just come 
along for a chat we will be pleased to see you.

Looking for somewhere to hold an event?
Our premises are now available for hire. Please visit 
the “Use our venue” page on the church website for 
details or email: swanmoremclettings@gmail.com

TLC (Tuesday Ladies’ Club) 
8th April at 2pm – Mission Aviation Fellowship. 

Come along and hear about the amazing job 
this charity does by transporting people and 
medicines to those in areas of need in times of 
crisis.

13th May at 2pm – History of Swanmore by Anne 
Pearson. Do come along and hear more about 
our lovely village’s past.

Subs £3.00 per meeting. All ladies welcome

Men’s Group
17th April at 7.30pm – tbc
15th May at 7.30pm – tbc
All are welcome and there will be light refreshments.
For further details contact Martin Letts on 01489 
896182

Final Frontier
Saturday 10th May at 10.30am to 12noon – 
A bi-monthly café style “get together” to give people 
within our church and broader community a space to 
talk about the practicalities of life, death, dying, 
funerals, grief and loss. This session will be led by 
Revd Phil Griffin talking about “Planning a funeral – 
Your story and God’s story”. All welcome.
For more information contact Helen Currie – 
stewards@s-m-c.org.uk



As a realist I did not go with high 
hopes for success. But I did go in 
anticipation of an enjoyable evening – 
and I was not disappointed. The quiz 
on 1st February was fair, the best 
teams were at the top and the less 
good trailing behind. However, all 16 
teams scored more than 50%, which 
to my mind is necessary to keep the 
also-rans like me interested and, to my 
amazement, I even answered three of 
the music questions correctly. 

As for the puddings, these led to 
my only disappointment. I should have 
starved for longer beforehand, 
because I ran out of capacity before 
I’d sampled all the delights on offer. 

My thanks and congratulations to 
Sarah Woodman for organising the 
event and setting the questions, 
Alastair Walton for keeping the 
evening moving along and to all those 
talented cooks for providing such a 
feast of delights. 

The hall is already booked for next 
year on Saturday 7th February. I hope 
to see you there when, who knows, I 
might make it into the top ten.

John Sharpe

A winner's viewpoint
As a group of friends who have done 
this quiz evening together as a team a 
few times, we had this annual event as 
our first social date for 2025 in our 
diaries from when Sarah Woodman 

told us it was all arranged last year.
Choosing our team name was, as 

always, a last-minute decision once 
the drinks and snacks were on the 
table and then we guessed which 
section might be worth playing our 
Joker, with us all there for another fun 
evening with a bit of gentle 
competition. Sarah and Jo had put 
together another fantastic selection of 
quiz questions with clever twists to the 
categories, excellently presented by 
quizmaster Alastair, and the delicious 
interval desserts a great way to feed 
any grey cells needing a boost (mine!).

It wasn't until going into the final 
round, the music category – no playing 
of Jokers allowed – that we realised 
we had a chance at winning. 

For most of the evening it's about 
whether you've put down the same 
answers as the team you switch your 
quiz papers with for marking, but the 
scoreboard had quite a few teams 
within a few points of each other at the 
top of the table and it was then we 
thought we could creep into a top 
three position. 

Our final tally was definitely a team 
effort but our single winning point to 
pip the next team to come first was 
down to M, who focussed completely 
on one particular music question and 
somehow managed to drag the 
answer from the depths, which really 
impressed us all.

Many thanks to all the organisers 
and we look forward to the next one 
but really don't want the time until then 
to rush by!

Rachel Worthington

A great “Quiz & Pudding” night for all

Around the village

Village quiz night

This one is for 
the scouts
1st Swanmore Scout Group are on a 
multi-year mission to raise funds to 
build their own Scout hut in the 
village. They’re getting the fund-
raising underway on 28th June from 
7pm to 9pm with a quiz at the village 
hall – so form a team and come and 
join them.

Cost is £75 per table for a team of 
up to eight and includes a barbecue 
supper. You can bring your own 
bottles or buy drinks on the night. Get 
ready to batte it out – and kids 
welcome!

All money raised from the night will 
go to the Scout hut fund. 
To book scan the QR code or visit 
https://bit.ly/scoutquiz2025 
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There’ll be no shortage of things to do
in the village at the end of April with 
drama, classic cars, open gardens and 
a coffee morning filling the weekend of 
26th/27th April.

Activities on Saturday 26th April will 
start at 10am with the first of this 
year’s Barnaby’s Classic Car events 
in the village car park until 1pm. Then 
at 10.30am doors open at the 
Paterson Centre for the local RBL 
Womens’ Section branch’s coffee 
morning. There will be stalls of cakes, 
plants and books for sale, and David 
Ellis will also be bringing his 100s of 
jigsaws for enthusiasts to stock up 
with puzzles. 

With the coffee morning ending 
soon after 12noon there’ll be time to 
visit Barnaby’s before buying

Swanmore Open Garden tickets, 
which go on sale at 12.30pm. Gardens 
will be open from 1pm to 5pm with tea 
and cakes available at the Paterson 
Centre from 2pm. 

After that head to the Village Hall 
for the last night of SADS’ latest 
production “The Ghost Train 
(revised)”, which opens on Thursday 
24th April. Curtain up is at 7.30pm and 
tickets for all three performances, at 
£12 each, will be on sale on Saturdays 
in April at the box office by Barnaby’s 
from 10am to 12noon or can be 
bought online at ticketsource.co.uk/
swanmoredrama.  

And if you miss the Open Gardens 
on the 26th there’ll still be time to visit 
them as they’ll be open again on 
Sunday 27th from 
1pm.

During the Spring term, we have 
enjoyed the drier weather and visited 
the local park and woods on a few 
occasions. This is a great learning 
opportunity to explore our local area 
and learn about stranger awareness 
and keeping safe when 
out and about.

We celebrated World 
Book Day throughout 
the week, with children 
coming in costumes 
and talking about 
authors and illustrators. 
Staff have been 
attending face-to-face 
training as part of their 
continued professional 
development. One of 
the sessions explored 

transient art and how to use natural 
products with paints. We provided a 
small variety of food items for the 
children to explore and paint with. We 
extended their learning by discussing 
the texture and patterns created.

On Tuesday 13th May we will be 
holding an Open Afternoon from 
3.30pm to 5.00 pm. Please come 
along to meet the team and see our 
environment. It is also an opportunity 
to ask about what we offer.

Sarah Hiscock, sarah.hiscock@ 
swanmorepreschool.org.uk

Below: Alaria making vegetable prints. 
Left: Dressed up for World Book Day.

Around the village

1st Swanmore Scouts 

Help us to make 
a difference
Swanmore Scouts Group needs more 
adults to join its team and help keep its 
scout troop going. 

From working with our young people 
in person, to behind the scenes admin 
and planning roles – we’re looking for 
volunteers to support us in bringing 
skills for life to our local scouts (10½ to 
14 years). 

If you want to use your skills, learn 
new ones and join the adventure of a 
lifetime then please get in touch. 

If you’re a leader, inspirer, planner or 
can make a mean cup of squash – we 
want you.

Please contact us at 
1stswanmorescouts@gmail.com

Swanmore Preschool

All sorts of learning

Busy village

Plenty to do here in April

7



Parish Councillor vacancy 
We have a vacancy for a Parish 
Councillor and would love to hear from 
people who are interested in making 
Swanmore an even better place to live 
and work.  

The Council makes decisions on 
many aspects of village life including 
parish-owned open spaces, play 
equipment, planning applications and 
how we can improve roads and 
footpaths.  

We need people from all 
backgrounds and experiences to 
reflect and represent our community. 
We are a friendly and progressive 
Parish Council and would not expect a 
Councillor to have previous committee 
experience.  

We want people who have 
opinions and ideas on how to make 

Swanmore an even better place to 
live, work and visit.  

Please contact the Executive 
Officer if you would like an informal 
chat and to understand more about 
the role. 

To become a councillor you need 
to be aged over 18 years old, an 
elector and have been a resident or 
worked within three miles of the parish 
in the last year. 

Footpath Warden wanted 
Swanmore is very fortunate to have 
had David Street as our Footpath 
Warden for many years.  

David volunteers his time to walk 
and review our footpaths on an annual 
basis, reporting problems such as 
damaged stiles and signage etc. to 
Hampshire Countryside Services, 
while keeping the Parish Council up to 
date with an annual status report and 
informing us of required priority cutting 
works.  

David is planning on hanging up 
his walking boots in the near future, 
and we are looking for someone to 
take over the role. We are hoping that 
if we allow enough time, then the new 
person will have plenty of time to 
handover with David. 

Please contact the Executive 
Officer if you would like an informal 
chat and to understand more about 
the role. 

Annual Meeting of the 
Parish – 29th April 
We will be hosting the Annual Meeting 
of the Parish on Tuesday 29th April, at 
7pm in Swanmore Village Hall.  

This is your opportunity to come 
along, see what the Council has been 
up to over the past year and help us 
plan for the future.  

Beer, wine and nibbles will be 
served throughout. 

The year ahead looks to be one of 
significant change, and we will have 
updates on two key areas: 

�Devolution and reorganisation. In 
December 2024, the Government 
announced a significant reform 
programme for local government, 

using two initiatives: devolution and 
reorganisation. Hampshire County 
Council, Portsmouth and 
Southampton City Councils and Isle 
of Wight Council have been 
successful in their joint bid for 
inclusion on the Government's fast-
track Devolution Priority Programme. 
Reorganisation will completely 
change the landscape of 
Hampshire’s local councils by 
replacing the current two-tier council 
system, with a number of new 
unitary (all-purpose) councils.We will 
have the latest news and share our 
thoughts on what this will mean for 
Swanmore. County Councillor 
Malcolm Wallace and District 
Councillors Danny Lee and Suzanne 
White will be on hand to give advice 
and answer questions. 

�Housing numbers and Local 
Plans. We will provide updates on 
the latest developments for both the 
Winchester and South Downs 
National Park Local Plans.  

As well as updates on these key 
areas, we will be looking at our parish 
priorities and celebrating our village 
heroes.  

West Hoe Cemetery 
The West Hoe Cemetery is managed 
jointly by Bishop’s Waltham and 
Swanmore’s Parish Councils.  

The cemetery is regularly 
maintained and tidy-up sessions are 
held throughout the year. Please refer 
to the Cemetery Regulations for 
information regarding items that can 
placed on graves. These regulations 
are available from the Parish Council 
website (www.bishopswaltham-
pc.gov.uk), and the Bishop’s Waltham 
Parish Council Office at the Jubilee 
Hall.  

As an additional note, to help 
protect the wildlife, who are also 
frequent visitors to the cemetery, 
please remove all plastic wrappings 
from flowers being placed at the 
cemetery.  

We very much appreciate 
residents’ help to maintain this tranquil 
rural cemetery. 

Parish Council Office 
Tracey Molloy 
Executive Officer 
Hollythorns House,  

New Road 
Swanmore, SO32 2NW 
Tel: 01489 890651 
Email: clerk@swanmorepc.org.uk 
Web: www.swanmorepc.org.uk 

PUBLIC OPENING TIMES 
WEEKDAYS 10am-2pm 

Please contact us by email, letter or 
phone, or visit us at the office.

SPC Meeting Dates 
Council meetings are open to the 
public and are held in the Parish 
Office, usually starting at 7pm.  

8th April – Planning and Highways 
Committee 

15th April– Open Spaces and 
Amenities Committee 

22nd April – Finance Committee 
13th May – Full Council 
20th May– Planning and Highways 

Committee 
27th May– Open Spaces and 

Amenities Committee 

Please contact the Executive Officer 
at the Parish Office if you would like 
more information.   
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Swanmore’s Big 
Street Party
Saturday 10th May, 12noon-4pm
Swanmore Recreation Ground
This year will mark the 80th 
anniversary of VE Day –celebrating 80 
years of peace since the end of the 
Second World War in Europe.

The nation is being encouraged to 
hold street parties to mark the 
occasion and we are planning to do 
just that. Swanmore’s Big Street Party 
is being held on Saturday 10th May 
from 12noon to 4pm to allow as many 
people as possible to enjoy the day. 

We want this community event to 
be relaxed, fun and community 
friendly. To help us do that we are 
bringing back the Fun Experts, with 
free activities for everyone to enjoy. 
These include…
� Mini Golf - nine holes
� Soft Play Area
� Tug of War
� Giant Games Area (including giant 

versions of Jenga, Connect 4, 

Snakes & Ladders, Draughts, 
Noughts & Crosses, and Big 
Rubber Lego).

� Skittle Games Alley.
� Helter Skelter Inflatable Slide.
� Bouncy Castle.

And we’ve even hired a Rodeo 
Bull….!!

If Rodeo Bull riding isn’t your thing, 
we are holding an exhibition in the 
Pavilion on “Swanmore in the Second 
World War” where you can discover 
how the village coped with six years of 
war  – while enjoying a cup of tea and 
cake, all free of charge.

Music will be provided by 
Swanmore Wind Band and the 
wonderful jazz and vintage singer 
Katie Rogers. 

You are welcome to bring a picnic, 
but there will also be some alternative 
catering options. The Rising Sun is 
kindly providing a bar and the cocktail 
van is booked. More details will be 
shared as we continue to make 
arrangements for the day. 

Please put the date in your diary 
and join us for this free community 
event, which we hope will offer 
something for people of all ages to 
help mark this special occasion. 

8th May 1945
On 7th May 1945 at his headquarters 
in Reims, Supreme Allied Commander 
General Eisenhower accepted the 
unconditional surrender of all German 
forces. The document of surrender 
was signed on behalf of Germany by 
General Alfred Jodl and came into 
effect the following day.

A national holiday was declared in 
Britain for 8th May 1945 and the Board 
of Trade announced that people could 
purchase red, white and blue bunting 
without using ration coupons.

News travelled fast and before long 
the festivities had begun. After years 
of wartime restrictions and dangers 
people wanted to enjoy themselves. 
Colourful bunting and flags soon lined 
the streets across Britain and on the 
eve of VE Day, bonfires were lit, 
people danced and the pubs were full.

In Swanmore the blackout screens 
that had filled the village windows for 
six years were torn down and a vast 
bonfire was built on The Rising Sun’s 
forecourt. People brought fuel from far 
and near to feed the flames – some 
raided the wood-store at Mr Tribbeck’s 
bakery nearby, taking the bundles of 
wood used for the bread ovens.

Others found an old handcart at 
The Hunter’s and added that to the 
flames. The local council later 
attempted to prosecute the handcart 
“thieves” – a failure since by then one 
of them was already en route to 
Burma. The fire could be seen for 
miles and was followed next day by 
more celebrations at the Rec.

On 8th May 1945 at 3pm, Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill made a 
formal announcement on the radio that 
the war in Europe had come to an 
end. More events were hastily  
organised to mark the occasion, 
including parades, thanksgiving 
services and street parties. London’s 
St Paul’s Cathedral held ten 
consecutive services giving thanks for 
peace, each one attended by 
thousands of people – and in 
Swanmore the bells of St Barnabas, 
silenced since 3rd September 1939, 
rang out…
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The Swanmore tennis community is 
mourning the loss of Bash Kara 
(1940–2025), a beloved coach, 
mentor, and friend whose impact on 
the sport will be felt for generations. 
Known for his boundless enthusiasm, 
patience, and care for players of all 
ages, Bash was dedicated to the 
development of tennis, inspiring young 
people and fostering a love for the 
game. 

Bash was born in the East African 
city of Dar es Salaam in 1940. He 
came to Britain on his own about 18 
years later, gained a bachelor’s 
degree at Portsmouth and later his 
master’s degree while working at IBM. 
He continued his IBM career as an 
electronics engineer. 

Having started tennis coaching in 
the 1980s, Bash became a 
cornerstone of the sport in Hampshire, 
mentoring countless players and 
promoting the sport’s growth. His 
legacy is defined not only by the 
players he developed but also by the 
friendships he fostered. 

Through the City Tennis Club 
Initiative, he brought tennis to council 
estates in Southampton, a programme 
he demonstrated in Downing Street 
where he ran sessions with John 
McEnroe and Prime Minister Tony 
Blair in 2003.  

In 2020 Bash was presented with a 

Lifetime Achievement Award by the 
Lawn Tennis Association (LTA), 
recognising his great influence on 
tennis in Hampshire.  

Then, in 2021, he received an 
email that he deleted because he 
thought it was a scam. Some weeks 
later the Cabinet Office called saying: 
“You haven’t responded to our email 
about your British Empire Medal, and 
the deadline is close”. It wasn’t a 
scam. So, thanks to his extraordinary 
influence, Bash was awarded the BEM 
for services to the sport – a fitting 
tribute to his decades of hard work, 
generosity, and exceptional coaching 
ability.  

Tennis for all 
Bash was truly dedicated to nurturing 
young talent. He believed that 
investing in the next generation was 
key to a thriving club, and his work 
helped build a strong foundation for 
Swanmore Tennis Club and the other 
clubs he worked with. His influence 
went beyond juniors; Bash understood 
the profound social benefits of tennis 
and encouraged people of all ages to 
embrace the sport for its health 
benefits, camaraderie, and pure joy.  

“There are many superlatives that 
can be used to describe Bash, but 
extraordinary seems to encapsulate 
them all,” says Sam Hutchinson, 

Swanmore 
Tennis Club 
Committee Chair. 
“He had that rare 
ability to relate to 
everyone and encourage them to be 
the best they could be. We will all 
greatly miss his sunny disposition, his 
smile, his pearls of wisdom, and the 
time he so readily gave to the players 
at Swanmore.” 

Support and inspiration 
Bash worked alongside fellow coaches 
and club members to promote tennis, 
and his calm style helped players of all 
abilities to feel confident and 
supported. “What stood out most 
about Bash was his incredible 
patience on court and his willingness 
always to help,” says Mike Johnson, 
Swanmore Lawn Tennis Head Coach 
(2012–2024). “We worked together for 
years, running school programmes, 
after-school clubs, sports leader 
courses, tennis camps, and more. 
Nothing was ever a problem with Bash 
and he became a long-term friend.” 

Bash Kara 
with his LTA 
Lifetime 
Achievement  
Award (right 
and (below) 
the British 
Empire 
Medal.

Around the village
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In memoriam 

The remarkable Bash Kara   
– a dedicated tennis coach 

Doing what he loved – Bash coaching.

P
hotographs by Tony K

ing



Bash’s influence on young athletes 
was profound. “Bash was an 
inspirational coach for all of us as 
junior players at Swanmore,” recalled 
George Feeney, 20. “His commitment 
to imparting his wisdom and passion 
for the game was greatly appreciated 
by me and everyone who was lucky 
enough to be coached by him. Above 
all, Bash was the kindest and most 
caring of people.” 

Many players credit Bash for 
instilling love for the game as well as  
improving their skills. “My favourite 
memories of Bash were when he 
would turn up to watch matches I was 
playing in,” says Benji Hutchinson, 21. 
“He always had words of 
encouragement and useful tips that 
helped me turn the tide of matches. 
He helped shape the player I am 
today.” Even the youngest players felt 
Bash’s warmth and passion. Rufus 
Brown, 10, put it simply: “I really liked 
Bash, he made tennis fun and I will 
miss him.” 

Life changing 
For some, Bash was able to open 
doors to special opportunities. “I was 
so sad to hear of Bash’s passing,” 
says Ethan Carter, 17, one of his 
former students. “Without Bash’s 
support, I would not have been 
introduced to the world of Deaf Tennis 
and then compete with the GB Deaf 
Team. His patience and dedication to 
coaching enriched my love for the 
sport—something I will always 
remember.”. 

Matt Dillon, 21, a former player 
who was coached by Bash, was 
equally appreciative: "Bash had a 
huge influence on my tennis and my 
life. He first coached me at primary 
school and continued to inspire me at 
the tennis club. His Sunday morning 
sessions helped me develop both my 
skills and my character, teaching  
more than just tennis – he instilled 
passion, commitment, and respect for 
one another. As I got older, I was lucky 
to help him in sessions, and saw him 
supporting players at matches. I will 
forever cherish everything he taught 
me, both on and off the court.” Matt 
Morris, 21, another of Bash’s former 

junior players, agrees: "I had many 
years of coaching sessions with him in 
my time as a junior. Whenever I was at 
the club, he wouldn’t hesitate to see 
how I was and was always very 
welcoming and interested to see what 
I was getting up to. He was always 
someone I looked up to.” 

Tony King, a member of the 
Swanmore Club for more than 40 
years, adds: “I’ve had the privilege of 
playing tennis with Bash for years, as 
he was one of our regular four on 
Tuesday mornings. He and I were 
almost ‘twins’, our birthdays being just 
three weeks apart. I’m finding it hard 
to realise I won’t see him on court 
again – so sad. ”. 

On Saturday 25th January, aged 
84, Bash passed away peacefully at 
home. As a testament to his 
commitment, Bash continued with 
junior coaching sessions and in 
running club mix-ins right until the end. 
For those whose lives Bash touched, 
his presence will never be forgotten.  

Our thoughts remain with Bash’s 
family: his widow Sandy and his son 
and daughter, Shaun and Salima. He 
is hugely missed. Always helpful, 
always cheerful, never seen to lose his 
cool – he was a great sportsman, an 
outstanding coach and, above all, a 
true gentleman. 

Danya Ragab and Tony King 

Swanmore Primary School  

Looking for 
lunchtime help 
We currently have vacancies for 
Lunchtime Supervisory Assistants. 
Ideally, we are looking for people who 
can work five days a week but we will 
also consider even one or two days 
per week. This is a rewarding and 
interesting role which fits in well with 
family life as you do not have to work 
on inset days or during the holidays. 

Salary is £12.17–£12.26 per hour  
and hours of work: 12noon–1.15pm 
Monday to Friday, term time only 

We recognise how important this 
part of the school day is and are 
looking for calm and caring people to 
help our children enjoy a positive 
lunchtime. This is an ideal role in 
which to gain valuable school 
experience if you are looking to pursue 
a career as a Teaching Assistant or 
similar. 

All members of the team’s duties 
include:  
� supervising the children in the 

dining areas, playground and other 
parts of the school;  

� ensuring the children are safe and 
secure;  

� being a role model, promoting good 
conduct and behaviour;  

� assisting with cleaning up of 
spillages, ensuring tables are clean, 
etc;  

� supervising playground activities 
and engaging the children in 
positive play.  
To apply, please download a 

support staff application form from the 
staff vacancies section of the website, 
www.swanmoreprimary.org.uk and 
then email it to adminoffice@ 
swanmore-pri.hants.sch.uk. If you 
have any questions at all, please call 
01489 894555 or pop into the school 
office. 

Emily Bechelet 

Around the village

Lifting the 
trophy!
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What could renewable community 
energy look like in our villages?
This was the question posed at a 
workshop run by non-profit Energise 
South Downs for residents from 
Shedfield, Shirrell Heath, Swanmore 
and Waltham Chase held at the 
Village Hall in January.

Maps of the parishes were marked 
up by the attendees either as areas 
valued and to be protected or as land 
that might be considered for use for a 
form of energy generation. 

After hearing about the four main 
types of generation that might be 
suitable here – domestic air source 
heat pumps, domestic solar, solar 
farms and wind turbines – four groups 
each discussed one of these.

Their views were then used to

provide estimations of how much 
energy might be created and how that 
in turn might reduce local carbon 
emissions. A report from the session 
by ESD is available on the Sustainable 
Waltham Chase and Swanmore 
website (www.swacs.co.uk) and we 
will be asking our wider communities 
to comment.

On Wednesday 19th March the 
SWaCS team met at The Rising Sun
to plan events for the next few months 
– these include a hedgerow project 
and a new warmer homes scheme in 
tandem with Winchester Action on the 
Climate Crisis and The Environment 
Centre in Southampton. For more 
information or to contact us check out 
our website or Facebook page.

Kim Blakeway

1st Swanmore Cubs

Plenty of activities
Cubs have been busy this term having 
lots of fun and learning new skills. The 
children made puppets and theatres 
as part of their Entertainer Badge and 
then put on some shows. 

We had an exciting night hike, 
where we were kindly loaned a 
thermal imaging camera to look at how 
insulated our clothes and buildings are 
– as pictured above.Thank you to the 
Sustainable Waltham Chase and 
Swanmore Group for this. 

Other activities included dragon 
dancing for Chinese New Year, an 
interesting visit to Droxford Fire 
Station and pancake making for 
Shrove Tuesday. 

Next term we are looking forward 
to doing some activities to help the 
environment, going tree climbing, 
having a camp fire and so much more! 
The pack continues to enjoy good 
attendance and we thank all the 
parents and other adults who have 
been helping us. 

Rachel Wade

Last year we did 166 trips to doctors’ 
surgeries and hospitals. So, give or 
take, one every other day. It is 
wonderful that our small group of 
volunteers is able to help so many 
times. 

Most trips were to Winchester, 
Wickham or Bishop’s Waltham, but 
we also went to Andover, Aldershot, 
Basingstoke, Fareham, Gosport, 
Warnford, Hedge End, Horton Heath, 
Whiteley, Queen Alexandra Hospital 
at Cosham and Southampton. 

Transport is free, although most 

people choose to give a small 
donation. We are able to work on this 
basis partly through the support of 
grants especially from the Parish 
Council.

If you have no idea what the care 
group is, give me a call on 07490 
676710 and if you need help getting 
to a doctor’s or hospital appointment, 
just give us a call – the numbers are 
in the village directory at the back of 
this magazine.

If anyone could help with some 
volunteer driving, or could volunteer 

at the Lunch Club, we would be 
delighted to hear from you. Some 
drivers choose to drive free of charge, 
others claim a mileage allowance that 
we are happy to pay.

Dennis Wheeler

Around the village
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SWaCS

Focussing on renewables

The ESD renewables workshop 
at the Village Hall.

Thermal cubs.

Swanmore Care Group

Happy to help – can you?



1. Primary school to Park
Lane 
Start by taking the tarmac path beside 
the Primary School (or through the 
main car park), through the kissing 
gate into the field (which can be 
muddy just beyond the gate). Follow 
the path in the middle of the field and 
turn left half way up to a kissing gate 
and follow that path to Hampton Hill. 

Turn right and walk up the road to a 
footpath on the left just beyond Walnut 
Cottage. Go across the pasture field 
(look into the Quaker burial ground on 
the left) to Jervis Court Farm (two 
kissing gates). If the paths are very 
muddy, you can continue up the field 
from the Primary School to Vicarage 
Lane, turn left into Well Lane, right into 
Hampton Hill and left into Jervis Court 
Lane. 

At Jervis Court Farm entrance take 
the footpath opposite on the right  
through a kissing gate into a pasture 
field. Go through a double kissing 
gate, and continue along the edge of 
the field to a stile into Park Lane. (The 
shorter walk turns right at the double 
kissing gates – move on to Section 4 
below.)

2. Damson Hill to Shepherds 
Farm Lane 
Turn left at Park Lane and walk down  
Damson Hill to Dundridge. To visit The 
Hampshire Bowman and a route 
avoiding stiles, see below. Take the 
footpath up the concrete drive of 
Galleydown Farm, through the  
farmyard, following the footpath signs. 
Go over two stiles and follow the field 
boundary until you reach another stile 
in the corner of the field. Turn left 
before the stile along the edge of the 
field with the boundary on your right. 
There are pleasant views across ►

Around the village
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Local Walks

Walking in Swanmore 
and Dundridge
This walk is a figure of eight, giving you the choice of 
walking the whole length to Damson Hill and Dundridge 
or a shorter walk within Swanmore. There are pleasant 
views from Upper Swanmore across to the Isle of Wight 
and the Dundridge Valley. The Hampshire Bowman
reopened at the end of January, under new tenants who 
have pledged to keep the pub much the same as the 
popular venue it has always been. Distance: 5.7miles 
(9.5km) or 2miles (3.3km). Walking time: 2hours or 
¾hour.
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The Hampshire Bowman – 
now reopened.



the valley to the hills beyond. Climb a 
stile and continue with the hedge line 
on your right around the edge of an 
arable field.  

Turn left in the corner of the field 
and then, shortly before the hedge line 
goes right, look out for a small gap in 
the hedge on your right with a double 
stile. Go over the stiles and follow 
another field with the hedge on your 
left to a stile and farm gate, which is 
usually open. This leads into a byway 
just before Shepherds Farm Lane 

where you turn right. An alternative 
route is to continue along Damson Hill 
into Dundridge Lane, past The 
Hampshire Bowman (stopping for 
refreshment if you cannot resist it) and 
past the road to Hazelholt Farm. On a 
sharp left hand bend take the track 
slightly to the right marked byway 
open to all traffic. 

3. Shepherds Farm Lane to 
Park Lane  
Walk up the track until you reach a 
crossing of the ways. Turn right and 
keep to the right as much as fallen 
trees will allow, making your way down 

the bridleway through Phrympth Wood 
(a short steep narrow part can be 
slippery and muddy).  

The bridleway soon runs parallel 
with the arable field and horse field 
described above. Continue past the 
end of the horse field and bear left at 
a fork in the track. The path is often 
muddy for a few yards until it starts to 
climb the hill. This is chalky and can 
be slippery. Continue until you reach 
Damson Hill and turn left back to Park 
Lane. 

4. Park Lane to Mayhill Lane  
Retrace your steps across the stile to 
the double kissing gates. Turn left 
(those on the short walk turn right 
here) through the end of a garden, 
over a stile and across a pasture field 
(at present with electric fences both 
sides of the path) to Park Lane. The 
stile has now been replaced by a bar 
carrying the electric wires, so you 
need to duck under this before going  
down the steps, which can be slippery, 
to the lane.  

Cross into Vicarage Lane and bear 
left onto a track, Green Lane, at the 
triangle by Dahlia Cottage. After about 
½mile (and just before the really 
muddy bit) turn right onto a footpath by 
a field gate. Lean on the field gate and 
take a few minutes to take in the view 
across the fields, with the Isle of Wight 
in the distance.  

Follow the path with the edge of 
the field on your right into a narrow 
path in trees to Mayhill Lane. 

5. Mayhill Lane to the Primary 
School  
Turn right into Mayhill Lane and left 
onto a footpath beyond Trenarren. 
Follow this path to Droxford Road 
opposite Hill Farm Orchards. Before 
the stile, take the permissive path on 
the right beside Droxford Road 
(muddy in a few places) to Church 
Lane. Turn right into Church Lane, 
cross Mayhill Lane past the entrance 
to the Old Vicarage to meet Vicarage 
Lane. Go through the kissing gate into 
the field, turn left in the middle of the 
field and return to Church Road. 

David Street 

Around the village
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Exiting the footpath to Park Lane is 
made slightly awkward by the cross 
bar replacing the old stile.

The Quaker Burial Ground 
dates from the 1660s when the 
infant son of Richard Suet, 
who lived in the adjacent 
cottage, was buried in the 
orchard and the site gifted to 
the Quakers. It was transferred 
to private ownership in the 
1930s.



We've been making great progress in 
opening up the area around the pond 
by removing dead trees and at least 
some of the brambles. This has led to 
many admiring remarks from passers-
by as the pond is so much more 
visible. It also means that there is 
much more light in the area and it has 
created views of the pond from the 
path through the plantation and from 
the kissing gate at the entrance to 
Green's Wood.  

We plan to keep the area around 
the pond clear enough so that we can 
create a path round it. This year we 
are going to try putting at least one 
bale of barley straw in the pond in an 
attempt to keep the water clearer; 
there is some evidence that this 
inhibits the growth of algae and 
nutrients in the water, which can 
reduce the growth of duckweed and 
blanket weed, so fingers crossed.  

Two of our group have recently 
removed 20 wheelbarrows worth of  

mud and leaves from the pond, which 
has been rapidly filling up as leaves 
fall into the water and mud flows into 
the pond from Green's Wood; 
hopefully this will also improve the 
condition of the pond water and 
encourage more wildlife. 

When the plantation in the Upper 
Meadow was planted it was done in 
the expectation that many of the 
young trees would die but for some 
reason very few of the trees did, which 
means there is overcrowding. Ash 
dieback has now infected and killed 
some of the trees and these, marked 
by red paint, will be removed with any 
others that are causing overcrowding. 
This work will be done by contractors 
working for the Parish Council. Maybe 
this will allow plants other than 
brambles to grow there. Some of the 
straighter branches from felling will be 
used to edge the paths through 
Green's Wood although maybe not 
those from infected trees. 

In the Upper Meadow we have 
started to cut back the dead growth of 
thistles and rose bay willowherb to 
encourage the growth and hopefully 
the flowers of the marsh orchids that 
have spread across this area in recent 
years. 

Our workparties meet on the 
second Saturday of each month at 
9.45am by the hut in the Lower 
Meadow, we break for coffee at 11am 
and finish work at 12noon – weather 
permitting. This year we have had a 
few more volunteers, which is 
fantastic, but more would be very 
welcome. The next sessions will be on 
12th April, 10th May and 14th June. 

Gill Sawyer, 01489 8924206 

Hollywood may have focussed on the 
glitz of the Oscars recently, but we in 
SADS have our eyes firmly fixed on 
the red carpet of the NODA (National 
Operatic and Dramatic Association) 
Regional Awards Ceremony in June. 

“Why?”, you may ask? Well, we are 
very proud to announce that we have 
been shortlisted for the NODA South 

East Best Pantomime Award for our 
2024 production of Humpty Dumpty 
and The Magic Wall, directed by Carol 
Sealey. 

We have been privileged to receive 
many awards over the years but Best 
Panto would be a first for SADS. 

We hold our society, which is firmly 
rooted in the community, in great  

affection and we feel extremely 
honoured to be recognised in this way. 
We eagerly look forward to the results, 
fingers crossed! 

We can also now announce that 
SADS will present Once Upon A Time 
by Paul Barron and Sarah Dyson as 
our 2025 panto. Performances will be 
on 27th to 29th November. Put the 
dates in your diary, folks!

Gail Norris

Around the village

Swanmore Conservation Group  

More light on the pond
Marsh orchid.

SADS 

Who needs the Oscars?

The “Humpty Dumpty” cast takes a bow – 
November 2024.
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Starting the new year with a talk rather 
than a meal this January was 
something of an experiment for the 
Swanmore Society but one that paid 
off. We had a good turnout for Richard 
Levett’s excellent talk on “Titchfield 
Haven Past and Present”, in which we 
learnt a great deal about the habitats 
at this wetland reserve, how they are 
managed and the range of species 
they support. 

Hampshire County Council (HCC) 
bought 216 acres of marshland 
adjacent to the coast in 1972 and 
added a further area of upstream 
meadows in the 1990s, taking the 
reserve to its current size of 360 
acres. After essential management 
work the reserve was opened to the 
public in 1976. Richard joined the 
team in 1979, as a ranger and senior 
ranger for 37 years, and continues as 
a regular volunteer in retirement.  

Given its position next to the coast 
and adjacent to plentiful farmland, 
Titchfield Haven was already well-
known for wildfowl long before HCC 
acquired it, and it is managed largely 
for birds, though plenty of amphibians, 
grass snakes, dragonflies, damselflies, 
and plants benefit too. It is an 
important wintering ground for waders 

– such as the black-tailed godwit, 
snipe and lapwing –  and grazing 
wildfowl include brent geese, wigeon 
and teal. It also supports breeding 
resident and summer visitors such as 
warblers and terns and, since 2004, 
avocets.  

The avocets provided an 
illustration of how nature can take its 
own course despite the best-
intentioned habitat management. In 
an effort to protect these delicate, rare 
birds and their chicks from multiple 
predators, extensive electric fencing 
was installed around the areas where 
they nest. Breeding success for the 
avocets increased for several years 
but the black-headed gulls – which 
need no protection – also bred more 
successfully and soon out-competed 
the rarer birds for nest sites. 

Domestic technology 
At our February meeting, we 
welcomed Stephen Hoadley, whose 
subject was domestic technology, and 
his presentation did indeed provoke 
plenty of “we had one of those” 
responses from the audience. In my 
case it was the 1960s’ Kenwood Chef, 
which was first made at a plant in 
Havant. The initial 1950 design was in 
metal and quite “clunky” with a handle 
to carry it on top. However a 1962 
redesign in sleek, modern plastic 
removed the handle making it much 
easier to leave the appliance out on 
the kitchen worksurface, where it 

could be admired and inspire others to 
buy one – an early and successful 
example of “product placement”.   

We learnt that the Victorians 
abhorred dust, which led to a range of 
cleaning innovations with “Hoover” 
and its army of salesmen leading the 
way. The introduction of electricity 
produced a plethora of household 
aids, from electric kettles and hair 
dryers to washing machines.   

Looking ahead 
The society’s new programme starts 
on 9th April with a presentation from 
Pete Yeoman on the yacht Lively 
Lady. She became famous for being 
sailed around the world solo in 
1967-68 by Southsea greengrocer 
Alec (later Sir Alec) Rose.  

More recently after an extensive 
refit, Lively Lady set sail in July 2006 

Around the village
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Swanmore Society 

A natural haven and 
domestic appliances

Titchfield Haven

Lively Lady

The orginal 1950s Kenwood (top) 
with (above) the work-top friendly 
1960s design in plastic.



with a crew of four – two adults and 
two youngsters – and took two years 
to circumnavigate the world again, 
stopping 27 times with a new crew 
each time, so providing a life-changing 
experience for disadvantaged young 
people from Portsmouth.

On 14th May Andrew Negus will 
return to deliver the final chapter in his 
history of Portsmouth, covering the 
1950s to the present day. During this 
period, the Cathedral was finally 
finished, though 20 years late, while 
the airport disappeared. The dockyard 
played its part in the Falklands War 
and welcomed back the Mary Rose. 
With Andrew at the helm, we can be 
sure of an entertaining evening 
packed with facts and anecdotes: do 
join us.

Meetings are held in the Paterson 
Centre starting at 8pm. Visitors are 
always very welcome; we ask for a 
donation of £4 to help defray costs.
Caroline Clapperton (01489 891447)

The Meon Valley Active Retirement
Association (MVARA) firmly believes 
that an active lifestyle is key to 
enjoying good health during retirement 
and aims to provide regular 
opportunities to get out and about and 
keep fit.

Opportunities to maintain a 
mentally active lifestyle include a 
bridge group, book club and language 
classes but offering opportunities for 
members to be physically active can 
be more challenging. There are 
already various local exercise groups 
in existence and activities need to be 
responsibly and safely managed. 

As well as tai chi and table tennis 
we have a very popular weekly keep fit 
class, which is run expertly by Chee 
Price in St Peter’s Church Hall on 
Monday mornings. The group has 
been operating for a number of years 
and is frequently so popular that it has 
a waiting list – membership being kept 
at an agreed level in order to ensure 
that there is appropriate instruction 
and supervision so that exercises are 
completed safely.

Typical weekly exercises involve:
�Strengthening – to help to maintain 

lean muscle mass, bone density and 
to improve mobility and heart health.

�Balance – to help to prevent falls, by 
improving stability, co-ordination and 
posture, a basic component of all 
other physical activities.

�Stretching – to help to maintain 
muscle and tendon elasticity, thus 
keeping tissues supple and resilient, 
and reducing the risk of injury.

�Core stability – to reinforce the 
benefits of the other activities: a 
strong core helps to maintain 
balance, prevent falls, improve 
posture, ease movement, and 
reduce the likelihood of back pain.

�Paired circuits – to finish off, 
participants work together and 
support each other.
But, of course, the circuits are not 

really where the session “finishes off”. 
The true finish is provided by tea, 
coffee and a chat; and let us not 
underestimate the importance of this 
finish. Experts will talk about the 
importance of relaxation after exercise 
in order to repair microscopic muscle 
damage, replenish glycogen and 
reduce fatigue. 

It does all those things, but 
probably more importantly it offers the 
opportunity to catch up and interact 
with friends and so providing both the 
physical and the mental aspects of a 
healthy active lifestyle.

Roger Wingrove

MVARA Keep Fit is held on Mondays 
from 10am to 11.15am. Full details of 
all the group’s activities can be found 
on the website https://mvara.co.uk/

17

Local activities

MVARA

All the ingredients for a 
healthy, active lifestyle

Around the village

Programme 2025/26
� 9th April: “Lively Lady – 

Restoration and 
Circumnavigation” by Pete 
Yeoman

� 14th May: “History of Portsmouth 
(Chapter 5): 1950 to the Present” 
by Andrew Negus

� 11th June: “The Life of a Guide 
Dog Puppy” by Sarah Shaw

� 9th July: Social Event at The 
Rising Sun

� 10th September: “Future Energy 
Landscapes – the Journey to Net 
Zero” by Kim Blakeway

� 8th October: “History of the 
Solent” by Duncan Colin-Jones

� 12th November: “Royal Marines 
Museum” by James Daly

� 10th December: “Wildlife 
Wanderings” by David Bailey
2026

� 14th January: “Tudor and Stuart 
Houses in Bishop’s Waltham and 
Beyond” by Penny Copeland

� 11th February: “Working and 
Wandering in Australia” by Martin 
Letts

� 18th March: Annual General 
Meeting



It's been a truly busy and exciting start 
to 2025 at Swanmore College. 

At the time of writing we are 
gearing up for Literacy Week and 
World Book Day in March. This year, 
we’re embracing the theme of "Heroes 
and Villains”, and we can't wait to see 
the creative costumes our pupils come 
up with. Literacy Week will be a 
whirlwind of themed activities, 
including quizzes and a read-a-thon. 
We really hope to inspire a few future 
authors and avid readers along the 
way. 

Looking back on the past half term, 
our Year 10 pupils certainly had some 
memorable experiences. They had the 

opportunity to attend GCSE Science 
Live in Oxford, where they were able 
to engage with leading scientists and 
explore key concepts in greater depth 
– always a great way to bring the 
curriculum to life.  

Then, there was the annual ski trip 
to Austria in February’s half term 
break. This was a fantastic opportunity 
for pupils to develop new skills, build 
camaraderie, and enjoy a memorable 
experience. I think it's safe to say that 
a few lifelong skiers were probably 
made on those slopes!  

Award winners 
We are particularly proud of the 40 
Year 9 and 10 mathematicians who 
demonstrated exceptional problem-

solving abilities and resilience in the 
UK Maths Trust “Intermediate Maths 
Challenge”. Swanmore pupils 
received: 22 participation, 24 bronze, 
16 silver and four gold awards.  

The four who achieved the 
prestigious gold awards will now 
progress to the next challenging 
round.  

Our Dance Live 2025 performance 
was out of this world! More than 90 
pupils travelled to Portsmouth 
Guildhall at the end of January with a 
"Men in Black" themed dance, 
complete with spaceship and aliens. It 
was a huge undertaking, but their hard 
work paid off and they won their heat. 
Now, we’re all eagerly anticipating the 
final on 22nd April. 

We’re always striving to provide 
enriching experiences that help our 
pupils grow and develop. It's 
wonderful to see them engaging and 
excelling in such a wide range of 
activities, both academic and 
extracurricular. We’re extremely proud 
of them. 

Emma Barnes 

Around the village
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Swanmore College 

A burst of activity and 
achievement 

Below: Austria at half term for the 
college’s skiers.

Above: The “Men in Black” dancers 
lined up and ready to perform.
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We’re not talking about the 1980’s 
group “The Housemartins” here but 
the red list summer migratory bird, the 
house martin. As Happy Hour – one of 
the most famous Housemartins’ songs 
– proclaims, it was certainly a happy 
hour at one lucky Swanmore 
resident’s home as apex mud cups 
were installed.  

The house martin’s arrival  signals 
summer each year with its signature 
chirrup chirruping. The birds make 
your home theirs and build (another 
great song) mud cups by collecting 
thousands of mud pellets and sticking 
them together to form a mud nest cup. 

Unfortunately some people don’t 
see eye to eye with these endangered 

birds as they don’t like a bit of mud 
and occasionally a bit of poo on their 
houses, but with considered 
placement of cups that’s not an issue. 
It can easily be brushed up when the 
birds migrate back to Africa.  

Why do we need to get involved? 
When the house martins return each 
year they’re met with a list of 
challenges: 
� People knocking down their mud 

cups – both heartbreaking and 
illegal in the breeding season.  

� Climate changes and a lack of mud 
supplies. 

� Reduced aerial insects to eat.  
� Predators, such as corvids and 

woodpeckers, breaking into their 
mud cups and taking chicks.  

� Dominant house sparrows evicting 
the house martins from their 
carefully built mud cups.  

� Poorly constructed cups falling to 
the ground, killing the chicks inside.  

� Modern building methods using 

UPVC soffits. The mud won’t stick to 
these and and nests collapse.  
How can you help? Installing 

artificial mud cups greatly improves 
the chances of house martins safely 
and successfully raising multiple 
broods. I’ve been making mud cups 
from a mixture of sawdust, cement 
and PVA glue. The results are strong 
enough to stop other birds breaking 
down nests while the entrance hole is 
small enough to stop house sparrows 
getting in.  

A ready-made nest cup also 
doesn’t require an exhausting build 
process by the house martin, allowing 
them to return and get straight on with 
raising a brood – it will also last a very 
long time.  

Please get in touch if you would 
like an artificial house martin nest 
cup. Supply and installation can be 
arranged.  

Aaron Burgess 
aaronburgess1984@hotmail.com 

Nature Notes

Seen and heard 

Happy hour for house 
martins in Swanmore  

Below: Aaron’s artificial mud nests 
can be arranged in various formats 
and fitted to soffits. Bottom: Local 
Bishop’s Waltham swift enthusiast 
Ady Smith (centre) turns his attention 
to house martins with Aaron Burgess 
(left) and Stuart Phethean (right).

Happy house martins in their mud 
cup nests. Photographs top by Paul 
Gorton and above by Alan Jack.

P
hotograph by R

obert B
ooth.

19



There is often confusion about what is 
a butterfly and what is a moth. Both 
belong to the order Lepidoptera, which 
means “scaly-winged”. This explains 
why you get a dusting of scales on 
your hands if you try to catch a 
trapped butterfly or moth in order to 
release it.  

As a very rough guide, butterflies 
tend to have clubbed antennae 
whereas moths have either feathered 
or tapering antennae. However, some 
moth and butterfly species have very 
similar antennae. It is also true that 
butterflies fold their wings behind their 

backs when at rest, while moths tend 
to hold their wings out horizontally. But 
again, there are many exceptions. 
Some species of butterfly spread their 
wings out to warm in the sun, and 
many moth species fold their wings 
vertically or at an angle.  

It seems that the moth and butterfly 
categories are traditional, based on 
simplified observations and not much 
on science. One modern 
interpretation, based on evolutionary 
relationships, is that the butterflies are 
a group that evolved from moths 
millions of years ago. Our knowledge 
on this matter, you won’t be surprised 
to know, is itself still evolving. 

Many people would argue that 
butterflies are colourful while moths 
are drab, and butterflies fly during the 
day and moths at night. In fact, there 
are more day-flying moth species in 
the UK than there are butterfly 
species, and many moths are very 
attractively coloured to the human eye. 
A good example of this, found in 
Swanmore gardens, is the Mint Moth 
(Pyrausta aurata). It inhabits anywhere 
that has members of the mint family 
for its caterpillars to feed on.  

This includes chalk grassland 
where wild marjoram grows, wet areas 
where water mint is found, and 
gardens where owners cultivate mint 
varieties (Mentha spp.), lemon balm 
(Melissa officinalis), clary sage (Salvia 
spp.), catmint (Nepeta cataria) and 
calamint (Calamintha spp.), amongst 

others. The purple and gold adults 
with 1.5–1.8 cm wingspans are often 
seen sunning themselves on the 
leaves of associated plants, or plants 
nearby, generally between April and 
September over two broods.  

The caterpillars do cause some 
damage to their food plants, of course, 
but in my experience numbers of 
caterpillars are rarely sufficient to 
cause extensive defoliation and the 
plants recover quickly. So, if you spy a 
mint moth this spring or summer, 
rather than kill it, appreciate that it’s 
beauty has earned a bit of your mint. 

Marcus Charig

Nature notes
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Buglife 

The moth that earns a mint

Above and top left: Mint moth 
caterpillars tucking into mint plans. 
While mint month caterpillars favour 
the mint family, mint moth adults are 
happy to sun themsleves anywhere. 
Top: Mint moth on a foxglove leaf 
and lower left on a rose. 



Spring is in the air in the Meon Valley, 
which would usually mark the end of 
the council’s municipal year. However, 
with the postponed elections and 
future Devolution and Local 
Government Reorganisation, work 
continues at both of our local councils 
to help shape the developing 
proposals. Here’s an overview of 
some of the big changes that have 
been happening in recent months.

Local government devolution 
Hampshire County Council has now 
been accepted onto the Government's 
fast-track Devolution Priority 
Programme. A public consultation on 
the proposed new Strategic Authority 
for Hampshire, Southampton, 
Portsmouth, and the Isle of Wight is 
open until 13 April. 

Elections for the mayor of the new 
strategic authority are planned to be 
held in May 2026.  As well as 

promoting the interests of the wider 
region to central Government, the 
mayor will work with local council 
leaders to make strategic decisions for 
our region in areas such as transport, 
skills and employment support, 
housing and planning, and tackling 
climate change.

As a result of the work needed to 
set up the new strategic authority, this 
year’s County Council elections have 
been postponed. Council elections to 
the new authority are expected to be 
in 2028.

Alongside devolution, the County 
Council has committed to progress 
with developing proposals for local 
government reorganisation in our 
area. Reorganisation will completely 
change the landscape of Hampshire’s 
local councils by replacing the current 
two-tier council system, with a number 
of new unitary (all-purpose) councils.

More details on both devolution 
and reorganisation can be found at: 

https://www.winchester.gov.uk/no-
listing/devolution-and-local-
government-reoganisation

Winchester Local Plan
The Local Plan Examination is being 
held by the Inspector from April to 
June. Members of the public, 
businesses and organisations can be 
present at the hearings, but the 
inspector determines who is eligible to 
speak at the examination. 

This will be followed by a 
consultation on the Proposed 

Modifications to the Local Plan, with 
the aim of adopting the plan by 
December 2025. Full details can be 
found on the local plan examination 
pages of the Winchester City Council 
Local Plan website: 
www.localplan.winchester.gov.uk/

Chalk stream campaign
Britain has lost nearly half its 
biodiversity since the Industrial 
Revolution, becoming one of the 
world's most nature-depleted nations. 

Despite this, the UK holds 85% of 
the world's rare chalk streams: vital 
freshwater ecosystems. One such 
stream, the River Meon, is threatened. 
While local volunteers work to 
maintain it, stronger government 
action is crucial. To protect these 
streams and their unique biodiversity, 
we (along with 214 other local 
councillors) are supporting the 
Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife 
Trust’s chalk stream campaign, 
demanding enhanced protections in 
planning policy.

Solar PV on council houses
With 5,000 council homes in the 
Winchester District, there is potential 
for solar PV to reduce tenants’ energy 
bills as well as help the Council 
achieve its target of carbon neutrality 
by 2030. 

A successful motion, proposed by 
your councillors, now requires the 
Council to carry out a feasibility study 
to explore current business models for 
installing solar PV on the Council’s 
housing. 

Around the district
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Our Winchester and 
Hants Councillors
�Malcolm Wallace 07739 050224 

mwallace@winchester.gov.uk
   malcolm.wallace@hants.gov.uk
�Danny Lee 07896 644504 

dlee@winchester.gov.uk
�Suzanne White 07944 010909 

swhite3@winchester.gov.uk

Malcolm Wallace
who is also our HCC 

councillor.

Danny Lee

Suzanne White

From our district and county councillors

All change for the county

River Meon



Back in 1992 Rotary rose to the 
challenge of helping the newly-formed 
Wessex Heartbeat charity that had 
been set up to support people of all 
ages and their families living with 
cardiac conditions in the Wessex area 
including the Channel Islands. 

At that time, it was decided that a 
home from home for the relatives of 
those undergoing treatment was 
needed near to Southampton General 
Hospital and this is where Rotary 
stepped in and raised the money to 
purchase a property: Rotary Heartbeat 
House opened in 1995. In 2022 
Wessex Heartbeat came to the local 
Rotary clubs again, this time with the 
challenge to raise funds for 
refurbishment, and we, along with 
many other local clubs, pledged to 
give a regular donation of £500 over 
the next three years.  

To mark the fact that Bishop’s 
Waltham Rotary Club have gone 
beyond this and continue the pledged 

amount for another year, we were 
visited by Tina Tolley from Heartbeat 
and awarded a certificate and 
Heartbeat Rotary Pins. 

Summer Fayre 
Our ever-popular Summer Fayre is on 
Saturday 14th June this year. It is  a 
great community event attracting more 
than 3,000 people and stall bookings 
are now available in the following 
categories: 
�Craft and artisan stalls, 
�Charity stalls, 
�Games, 
�Pizza, jacket potato, vegetarian, 

vegan or pie stalls, and 
�Business promotion stalls and 

pitches. 
For further information email: 

pete.yeoman@bishopswalthamrotary.
org.uk. If you want to come along and 
enjoy the live music, dog show, 
motorcade and classic car show, put 
the date in your diary for a great day 
out. 

Ian Treveil 

Waltham Priory Probus 

Looking ahead 
On the 4th March, the meeting 
included the club’s Annual General 
Meeting and election of officers for the 
Management Committee. The 
outgoing president Stephanie 
Woodward thanked the Committee for 
their support and hard work over the 
last year, and the staff at Brook 
House, and welcomed the incoming 
president Roger Eden. 

Future meeting speakers include: 
�1st April – Mike Read on “The 

Falkland Islands”. 
�6th May – Alan Abbott on “Bird 

migration”. 
�3rd June – Dr Lyndon Palmer on 

“Sutton Hoo ship burial”. 
�1st July – Don Bryan on 

“Archaeological Dowsing”. 
Waltham Priory Probus is a mixed club 
of men and women and is welcoming 
and friendly. If you would like to join us 
for some entertainment followed by a 
lunch on the first Tuesday morning of 
every month in Botley, please contact 
01489 789039 or email 
ailsajen15@gmail.com for details. 

Martin Cooke 
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Bishop’s Waltham Rotary Club  

Continuing to help Heartbeat

BWRC President, Ian Treveil, 
receives the certificate from Tina 
Tolley of Heartbeat.

BW Garden Fair 

Back to Wintershill Hall
The annual Bishop’s Waltham 
Garden Fair is back at Wintershill 
Hall in May after it’s last-minute move 
to less wet ground last year. It is also 
being held a week later than usual in 
the hope that the weather will be drier 
by then.   

The event is from 10am to 4pm on 
Saturday 11th May 
with entry £5 and 
children under-14 
free. There will be 
face painting, 
homemade 
refreshments, a birds 
of prey display, Morris 
dancers, Cuff Billett’s 
New Europa Jazz 
Band and more than 
60 specialist stalls 
offering a wide range 

of plants, crafts, gifts and other 
merchandise. 

There is plenty of free parking and 
dogs on leads are welcome. For 
more information and a full list of 
stalls visit www.bishops-waltham-
garden-fair.org 

Jenny Dixon 
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Everyone is welcome to a joyful 
uplifting of spirits at the Meon Voices 
Spring Concert on Saturday 12th April 
at 7.30pm at St Peter’s Church 
Bishop’s Waltham.   

It will be the first time the choir, 
established for nearly 50 years, has 
been prepared and led by Emma 
Dean, a musician bursting with 
personality and flair. Emma has 
dedicated much of her time to 
ensuring the choir members revel in 
the joy of singing together, and that 
they have all the support they need to 
give you a memorable evening. 

The programme includes music 
from John Rutter, Karl Jenkins,  

Edward Elgar, Paul McCartney and 
Sting, alongside Psalm 23 sung to the 
theme music from the Vicar of Dibley, 
Non Nobis Domine from Kenneth 
Brannagh’s film of Henry V, and many 
traditional favourites. 

There is no need to book, and 
entry, which includes interval 
refreshments, is free. There will be a 
retiring collection in aid of charity. 

If you would like further information 
on either this concert, or on how to join 
the choir as a member, please email 
Jane on janevose@icloud.com or 
contact Phil on 01489 579078 or via 
email coundleypj@yahoo.com 

Lizz Clarke 
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Meon Voices 

Make a date for the 
spring concert 

Meon Voices’ new conductor Emma 
Dean with her predecessor Solveig 
Harris (right).

Meon Valley U3A 
Three more talks 
this season 
The Meon Valley U3A season ends 
in May but there are still three more 
talks before we close for the 
summer: 
�Tuesday 1st April: Lilian Hobbs on 

“What do magistrates do?”. She is 
an expert speaker on a variety of 
subjects and was, of course, for 
many years a magistrate.  

�Tuesday 15th April: Charles Wylie, 
our poetry lead, on “The Korean 
War”. Largely forgotten now I 
think. 

�Tuesday 6th May: Caitlin Woombs 
on “Solent Seascape Project: the 
four habitats”, following our AGM. 
We meet every first and third 

Tuesday at 2pm at the Wickham 
Community Centre during the 
lecture season. Everybody is 
welcome. Guests will get an 
especially warm welcome. (Guests 
pay £2 to defray speaker costs.)  
Tea and biscuits are provided after 
the talk, and we always have pre-
loved books for charitable sale. 

Lyndon Palmer 07881991763 or 
lyndonplmr@gmail.com 

u3asites.org.uk/meon-valley 

Meon Valley Bowling Club  

Come along and have a go at 
playing lawn bowls   
All is prepared for our annual Public 
Open Day and we are looking forward 
to welcoming everyone of all ages on 
Saturday 26th April to come and have 
a go at lawn bowls. To provide a 
quality experience we operate a 
booking system for allocated time 
slots for members of the public to visit 
us and this will be on a first come, first 
served basis. Booking is from 14th 
April via 01489 896194. 

Our Public Open Day provides an 
opportunity to meet club members and 
explore the facilities our friendly club 
offers. Our qualified coaching team 
will be on hand to introduce you to our 
sport and encourage you to enrol for 
our successful beginners course. 

Our members have enjoyed a busy 
and competitive winter season. We 
have entertained many clubs from all 
over Hampshire and our internal 
competitions have been keenly 
contested. Our bowling green staff 
have been busy preparing the green 
and essential maintenance has been 
carried out to our pavilion. 

Looking ahead, our Annual Open 

Rinks Tournament will be on 1st 
June.This event is generously 
sponsored by a number of local 
businesses to whom we offer our 
sincere thanks for their support. 

In addition to playing bowls, our 
social committee produces an 
entertaining programme of events 
throughout the year to enable 
members to meet socially and enjoy 
all that our bar and catering facilities 
can offer. For more information visit 
our website at https://
meonvalleybowlingclub. 
chessck.co.uk. 

John Gray 

Learning to bowl at last 
year’s Open Day.



Organised walks are held by the 
Waltham Group of the Ramblers on 
Wednesdays (mornings), Sundays 
(usually all day) and Friday evenings 
in the summer months. A selection is 
shown below, with meeting venue and 
leader’s contact number. 
� Wednesday 2nd April – Portsdown 

Hill via Newlands Farm, 5 miles, 
Karen 07921 616142. Start: 10am – 
Meet in the car park next to The 
Churchillian public house, PO6 3LS. 

� Wednesday 9th April – Marwell, 5.5 
miles, Clive 07584 243885. Start  
10am – Meet in Marwell Zoo main 
car park (free), SO21 1JY. 

� Wednesday 16th April – Hambledon 
via Chidden, 5 miles, Gill and Ian, 
07789 768579. Start: 10am – Follow 
the drive through the churchyard off 
the High Street, PO7 4RT. 

� Wednesday 23rd April – 
Michelmersh via Mottisfont, 4.2 
miles, Gareth 07867 523049. Start: 
10am – Park and meet in the 
overflow car park of The Bear & 
Ragged Staff, SO51 0AE. 

� Wednesday 7th May – Hinton 
Ampner via Joan’s Acre and Broom 
Wood, 5.5 miles, Judith 07964 
685709. Start: 10am – Park and 
meet at The Hinton Arms public 
house, SO24 0NH. 

� Friday 9th May – Swanmore via  

Allan King Way and Cott Street, 4.5 
miles, David 07805 957030. Start: 
6.30pm – Meet in the car park 
opposite the Paterson Centre in 
Church Road, SO32 2PA. 

� Sunday 18th May – Fair Oak via 
Lapstone Meadows, 7.5 miles, Andy 
07449 447247. Bring a picnic lunch. 
Start: 10am – Meet in Knowle Lane 
allotments car park, SO50 7DZ. 

� Friday 23rd May – Bishop’s 
Waltham via Pilgrims Trail, 4 miles, 
Pauline 01489 892386. Start: 
6.30pm – Meet in the central car 
park off Basingwell Street, SO32 
1PA (free after 6pm). 

� Wednesday 28th May – Swanmore 
via Phrympth Wood and Dundridge, 
5.2 miles, Mike 07762 120754. 
Start: 10am – Meet in the car park 
opposite the Paterson Centre, SO32 
2PA. 

� Friday 30th May – Southwick via 
Greathunts Coppice and Place 
Wood, 5.2 miles, John 07709 
732990. Start: 6.30pm – Meet in the 
car park behind The Golden Lion 
public house, PO17 6EB.  
Newcomers are welcome but 

please contact the leader beforehand 
in case there is a change. For further 
information about Waltham Ramblers, 
email delia.rampton@talktalk.net 

Delia Rampton 

Meon Valley Baby Bank 

All you need for 
the under-4s 
The Meon Valley Baby Bank (MVBB) 
is celebrating a 
new look in its 
quest to encourage 
more people from 
the local area to 
come and browse 
the array of 
preloved clothes 
available for 0-4 year-olds. 

Established in 2020, the MVBB was 
set up as a way for people both to 
donate and access good quality 
clothing and essential items for their 
children, helping to promote 
sustainable living and save clothes 
from landfill. 

“We are open to all families 
throughout the local area,” says MVBB 
Secretary Sophie Menjou. “Our re-
brand is exciting progress and 
reflected with a new logo and 
refreshed website at 
www.meonvalleybabybank.org. We 
have clothes, shoes, sleeping bags 
and much more from premature baby 
right through to age four – all carefully 
selected, in good condition and 
looking for a new home.” 

The MVBB takes place on the third 
Saturday of every month between 
9.30-11.30am at The Stables, Maypole 
Green (just off Free Street) Bishop’s 
Waltham, SO32 1PW. 

Sophie continues: “Due to the 
amount of clothing we have received 
from generous people, we are not 
currently accepting donations.  

“However, do follow our Facebook 
page (@meonvalleybabybank) as we 
will ask on there for any specific items 
we require, as well as providing 
information on forthcoming sessions. 
We look forward to seeing you soon!” 

Hannah Newberry 

Around the district

Waltham Ramblers 

Summer evening walks 
are here again

Charities 
Taking legacy action
Eight local charities will be taking part 
in Winchester’s Legacy Action Week 
which runs from 7th to 13th April.  
Activities during the week are aimed 
at both increasing awareness of the 
charities and encouraging people to 
leave a gift to them in their wills.   

One of the main events of the week 
takes place on 9th April at Chesil 
House when legal professionals and 
solicitors will be in attendance to 
answer questions and give advice.   

Charities taking part include 

Winchester & District Young Carers, 
which supports several pupils with 
caring responsibilities at Swanmore’s 
schools. “With the current funding 
climate being increasingly challenging 
we are excited to be a part of 
something that could help us to give 
continued support to young carers 
across Winchester,” says the charity’s 
manager, Anna Hamilton. 

Further information about Legacy 
Action Week can be found at  
www.legacyactionweek.com/
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The first competition round of the year 
took place in March with members 
able to enter both print and projected 
image competitions – the latter with a 
set theme this month of “Architecture”.  

The society promotes competitions 
to enable members to see each 
other’s work and, by receiving critique 
from an accredited judge from the 
Southern Counties Photographic 
Federation, gain some insight into how 
to improve their images. Providing the 
critique for this round was Roger 
Smith, ABIPP, who was very 
complimentary on the standard of all 
the pictures seen.  

It was also great to see entries 
from our newer members. Very well 

done to those who gained places – 
with two members, Ian Preece (two 
first places) and Gabor Kovacs 
attaining places in prints and projected 
images.  

Ian Preece won both the 
Intermediate League print and the 
projected images categories while the 
Advanced League print category was 
won by Steve Green.  

Coming up on 3rd April we will 
have guest speaker Steve Bailey – a 
local freelance photographer – who 
will be joining us to talk about his 
journey into sports photography. 
Members are very much looking 
forward to this presentation. Non-
members are welcome (£5 on the 
door).  

If you want to improve your skills 
using a camera or phone, Bishop’s 
Waltham Photographic Society will 
welcome you and help you with your 
photography. Why not come along to 
one of our meetings (free of charge) 
as a taster. 

We meet once or twice a month at 
St Peter’s Hall, Free Street, Bishop’s 
Waltham. Always on the first Thursday. 
To check on meeting dates visit our 
website www.bishopswaltham 
photosociety.co.uk or email to info@ 
bishopswalthamphotosociety.co.uk. 

Dawn Blight 
Left: Symphony in Glass and Steel by 
Ian Preece. Below: Evening Light, 
Kyle of Lochalsh by Steve Green 

Soberton History Society 

Come and join us 
The Soberton History Society meets 
for lectures at Rookesbury Hall, 
Newtown on a Thursday at 2pm in the 
winter and 7.30pm in the summer. 
Apart from lectures we organise 
outside historical visits in the better 
weather months and hold an annual 
Christmas lunch in January.  

The sociey has been in existence 
for 40 years – initially to encourage 
local history knowledge, but now we 
cover all historic topics. 

As the society’s new chairman I will 
be giving our 10th April lecture on 
“How St Swithun lost his head” at 
7.30pm.  

On Thursday 8th May we will have 
Alexander Miller talking on “Little 
Woodham – seventeenth century 
village”. 

Guests and new members are very 
welcome. We charge guests £2 but 
you do get a cup of tea. Please 
consider joining us – or at least attend 
as a guest to try us out! 

Lyndon Palmer, 07881991763 
lyndonplmr@gmail.com 

ME/CFS Alliance 

Dancing till late 
An “Easter Extravaganza” is planned 
in Twyford Parish Hall, for Saturday 
5th April from 7.30pm “till late” in aid of 
the ME/CFS Alliance, which raises 
awareness to encourage more 
biomedical research into these 
condtions (myalgic encephalomyelitis/
chronic fatigue syndrome).  

There will be dancing to Liam 
White’s three piece band, playing 
swing and soul sounds, and tickets 
include a meal (with vegetarian and 
vegan options). 

Price is £20 per person with cash 
bar, raffle and optional desserts at 
£2.50. 

Tickets are available from The 
Alliance – 01962 878803, The Point of 
Health – 02380 269809, 
hume.alison76@googlemail.com or 
elaine.maddison@sky.com. 

Around the district

Bishop’s Waltham Photographic Society 

Winning images from the 
year’s first competition
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Whether you are a seasoned swimmer
or a family looking for a fun swim, 
Bishop’s Waltham Community 
Swimming offers something for 
everyone. The swimming pool at 
Bishop’s Waltham Junior School is 
open for community use at regular 
times during term time. 

Lane swimming sessions are 
offered at lunchtimes on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays (12noon–1pm) with 
different hour-long sessions in the 
evenings of those days between 
6.15pm and 9.15pm. Fun sessions, 
with play equipment in the pool, are 
available 5.15–6.15pm on Thursday 
and Friday evenings and on Saturday 
between 10.45am and 12.45pm. 

The Bishop’s Waltham Community 
Swimming website has recently been 
updated and all available swim times 
and charges are advertised there. 
Payment for sessions can be made at 
the poolside by card or cash or by 
taking out annual membership. 

In addition to public swimming 
sessions BWCS also offers Mitres 

Club swimming with a variety of 
different sessions and levels, and 
lifesaving training towards a 
professionally-recognised qualification. 
Once qualified many of these 
lifesavers work poolside during public 
sessions. Adult swimming lessons are 
offered to adults who have never 
learned to swim or have lost 
confidence in the water. It is possible 
to arrange pool hire between 6.15pm 
and 7.15pm on a Friday evening for 
special events and group activities. 

The pool, which has four lanes, 
was first opened in 1979 and building 
costs were funded between the school 
and the 
community. It is 
the focus of BWCS 
to make it easier 
for the local 
community to 
support their local 
swimming pool. You can find out more 
at www.bwcommunityswimming.co.uk 
or scan the QR code above.

Penny Eliot

Go LD
Plenty to see at the 
Garden and Craft Fair
On Wednesday 7th May, Winchester 
Go LD, which supports adults with 
learning difficulties, will be holding its 
fund-raising Garden and Craft Fair at 
Upper Farm, Down Farm Lane, 
Headbourne Worthy, SO23 7LA .

The event, from 10am to 4pm, 
promises a great day out in a beautiful 
private garden with gardening 
inspiration and fantastic shopping. 
Stalls include plant nurseries, artisan 
and homeware products, fashion 
accessories and delicious foods. 
Coffee and home-made lunch will be 
available in the Winchester Go LD 
Marquee.

Entrance is 
£7 with ample 
parking on site – 
although dogs 
are not allowed. 
For more 
information visit 
https://winchestergold.org.uk/get-
involved  or scan the QR code. 

Claire Penny

Titchfield Theatre
Celebrating VE80
Helping to celebrate VE-Day is 
Titchfield Festival Theatre, which will 
be performing the popular British 
comedy Dad's Army from 5th to 10th 
May coinciding with the VE80 
commemorations.

Set once again in the small coastal 
town of Walmington-on-Sea, the play 
follows the Home Guard platoon as 
they prepare to face a new threat from 
the Nazi regime. 

"With performances taking place 
on and around VE80 Day, I believe the 
show itself serves as a fitting 
commemoration” says director Sam 
Crosby, “celebrating the spirit of the 
Home Guard and the humour that 
carried Britain through difficult times.”

Dad's Army will be at the Oak 
Theatre. To book tickets go to http://
titchfieldfestivaltheatre.com/ or contact 
the Box Office on 0333 666 3366.

Simon Frost

Around the district

BW Community Swimming 

Time to take to the pool

Botley Choral

Taking to the high seas
Botley Choral Society will be giving 
two performances of its spring concert 
this month – on 5th April at 7.30pm at 
St Nicholas’ church in Wickham and 
the following evening at 7.30pm at All 
Saints’ in Botley.

Two works will be performed – 
both with strong links to Portsmouth: 
Ahoy! by Alexander L’Estrange is a 
choral arrangement of songs from the 

time of King 
Henry VIII, 
including sea 
shanties associated with the Mary 
Rose; followed by extracts from a 
Gilbert & Sullivan favourite HMS 
Pinafore. Tickets are £15 each 
available from botleychoral.co.uk or 
via botleychoralsociety@gmail.com.

Elspeth Lamb
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Dates for your diaries 
Every Thursday 6.30pm–10pm, Swanmore Bridge Club, Paterson Centre. 
Every Friday 2pm–4pm, MVARA Scrabble, Paterson Centre. 

1st April  Botley, Waltham Priory Probus Club, Mike Read on “The Falkland Islands”. 
1st April  2pm, Wickham Community Centre, U3A meeting, Lilian Hobbs on “What do magistrates do?”. 
2nd April  10am, Waltham Ramblers, Portsdown Hill via Newlands Farm (see p.24 for other walks in April). 
3rd April 7.30pm, St Peter’s Hall, Free Street, Bishop’s Waltham Photographic Society, Steve Bailey on   

 “Sports Photography”. 
5th April 11am or 5.30pm, Wickham Community Centre, Wickham Beer Festival. 
5th April  Broad Lane Recreation Ground, Swanmore Preschool Easter egg hunt and bonnet parade. 
5th April  7pm for 7.30pm, St Barnabas, Hampshire Police Male Voice Choir.  
5th April 7.30pm, Twyford Parish Hall, Easter Extravangza dinner and dance. 
5th April 7.30pm, St Nicholas’ Church Wickham. Botley Choral Society spring concert. 
6th April 7.30pm, All Saints’ Church, Botley. Botley Choral Society spring concert. 
9th April  8pm, Paterson Centre, Swanmore Society, “Lively Lady – Restoration and Circumnavigation” by  

 Pete Yeoman 
10th April 7.30pm, Rookesbury Hall, Newtown, Soberton History Society, Lyndon Palmer on “How St Swithun  

 lost his head” 
12th April  9.45am–12noon, Marsh’s Meadows, Swanmore Conservation Group work party. 
12th April 7.30pm, St Peter’s church, Bishop’s Waltham – Meon Voices spring concert. 
15th April  1.45–4.30pm, Paterson Centre, Nostalgic Film Club.  
15th April  2pm, Wickham Community Centre, U3A meeting, Charles Wylie on “The Korean War”. 
15th April  7.30pm, St Peter’s Church Hall, Bishop’s Waltham WI, a speaker from The Woodland Trust 
23rd April 7.30pm Paterson Centre, St Barnabas Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
24th–26th April  7.30pm, Swanmore Village Hall, SADS production, The Ghost Train (revised). 
26th April  10am–1pm, Village Centre car park, Barnaby’s classic cars. 
26th April  10.30am–12noon, Paterson Centre, coffee morning in aid of Royal British Legion. 
26th April Meon Valley Bowling Club Open Day 
26th–27th April  1–5pm, Swanmore Open Gardens; tickets and teas at the Paterson Centre. 
29th April  7pm, Swanmore Village Hall – Annual Meeting of the Parish. 

6th May Botley, Waltham Priory Probus Club, Alan Abbott on “Bird migration”. 
6th May 2pm, Wickham Community Centre, U3A meeting, AGM and Caitlin Woombs on “Solent Seascape  

 Project: the four habitats”. 
7th May 10am, Waltham Ramblers, Hinton Ampner via Joan’s Acre and Broom Wood (see p.24 for other   

walks in May). 
7th May 10am –4pm, Upper Farm, Headbourne Worthy, Garden and Craft Fair in aid of Go LD. 
8th May 7.30pm, Rookesbury Hall, Newtown, Soberton History Society, Alexander Miller on “Little Woodham  

 – seventeenth century village”. 
10th May 9.45am–12noon, Marsh’s Meadows, Swanmore Conservation Group work party. 
10th May 10.30am–12noon, Swanmore Methodist Church, Final Frontier, Revd Phil Griffin on “Planning a   

 funeral – Your story and God’s story”. 
10th May 12noon–4pm, Broad Lane Recreation Ground – Swanmore Big Lunch for VE80. 
11th May 10am–4pm, Wintershill Hall, Bishop’s Waltham Garden Fair. 
13th May 3.30–5pm Swanmore Preschool open afternoon. 
14th May 8pm, Paterson Centre, Swanmore Society,  “History of Portsmouth (Chapter 5): 1950 to the Present”  

 by Andrew Negus. 
20th May 1.45-4.30pm, Paterson Centre, Nostalgic Film Club. 
20th May  7.30pm, St Peter’s Church Hall, Bishop’s Waltham WI, AGM and board games. 
24th May 10am–1pm, Village Centre car park, Barnaby’s classic cars. 

3rd June  Botley, Waltham Priory Probus Club, Lyndon Palmer on “Sutton Hoo ship burial”. 
6th–8th June 10am–5pm, Broadlands, Romsey – The Garden Show: tickets £10 or £12, children £5. 
7th June 12.30pm, Droxford Country Fair. 
14th June  12.30pm–5pm, Hoe Road Recreation Ground, Bishop’s Waltham – Rotary Family Fun Day. 
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Animal services
The Dog Room 36

Building/carpentry/property 
maintenance

M R Chase 38
Lee Cooper 32
Dean Architectural Technician 37
Diamond Carpentry 34
R & G Gamblin 38
Tim Millier Carpentry 33

Chimneys/logs
Chimney Sweep 38
R J Ralls 31
Woodlea Nursery 35

Computer services
Computer Problems Solved 32

Educational/childcare 
Sallie Smith 34
Swanmore Pre-School 37

Electrical services 
P Graham Electrical 36
MFC Electrical Ltd 35
G Rixon Ltd 35

Environment
Burrow Environmental 36
EMF HomeSafe 34

Fashion
No 22 Boutique 34

Fencing
RJS Fencing Contractor 31

Financial/legal services
Butler & Co 36
Chamberlains 37
Nicholas Ridge 32

Food & drink
Wyches Vineyard 29

Funeral services
South Downs Funeral Service 29
Richard Steel & Partners 30

Gardening/forestry
Oscar Emery Tree Care 34
Richard’s Grass Cutting 33
SJB Services 31
Gerald M Vivian 35

Glass & windows
Steve West 33

Hairdressers
Shades of Sweetpea 33

Health services
Piers Spencer Osteopath 31
Saxby’s Eye Care 31

Household services
Alan Shawyer Appliance 
     Repairs 32
Creating Space 35

Motor repairs
Taylor’s Garage 38

Music
Meon Music 37

Painting and decorating
Philip Broad 35
R J Fisher 34
Mark & June Mason 35
N W Stubbington Ltd 35
3026
J D Humphrey Ltd 31
G Rixon Ltd 32
White Rose Plumbing 37

Printers 
Solent Design 38

Roofs and roofing
Oakley Improvements 39

Septic tanks
Burrow Environmental 36

To advertise in 
The Swanmore Link 

please contact 
John Austin on 
01489 893409 or 

jo.sta5577@gmail.com

If you contact any of 
our advertisers 

please remember to 
say that you found 

them in 
The Swanmore LInk

Advertisers’ Directory
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V I N E Y A R D

Award Winning Quality 
English Wine from the 
chalky slopes of  The South 
Downs in Upper Swanmore 
Please contact us by email, phone, or by 
completing the online form on our website.

We will deliver for free within a 20-mile 
radius of Swanmore, Hampshire.

5% discount available on orders 
of 12 bottles or more.

info@wychesvineyard.co.uk      Tel 07885 822289      wychesvineyard.co.uk

Our Wickham Funeral 
Home Is Moving

- Not far away, just across the road!

Our Clanfield Funeral Home
43 Drift Road, Clanfield  PO8 0JS 

Tel: 02392 570239
clanfield@southdownsfuneralservice.com

Our Denmead Funeral Home
The Old Post Office House, Hambledon Road, 
Denmead  PO7 6NN | Tel: 02392 231567

care@southdownsfuneralservice.com

OUR NEW WICKHAM ADDRESS
Thorn Cottage, The Square, Wickham, Fareham, 

Hants  PO17 5JT | Tel: 01329 833920
wickham@southdownsfuneralservice.com

We are pleased to announce we have moved our Wickham Funeral Home to Thorn Cottage  
in The Square, quite literally a few yards away from our previous office.
Thorn Cottage is located next to The Old Tea House, Café, Bistro and Wine Bar.
After an extensive refurbishment of the building we are making plans to offer a full stonemasonry and counselling service.
We look forward to seeing you all, whether it is for care and support, or merely a chat to put the world to rights!

Gold Charter Funeral Plans 
24 hour, local and personal service 

Floristry Service  |  Stonmasonry service 
No deposits required 

Fully accredited and regulated member of SAIF

Our Wickham Funeral 
Home Is Moving

- Not far away, just across the road!
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BISHOP’S WALTHAM
The Gate House, Victoria Road,

Bishop’s Waltham, SO32 1DJ
01489 892640

ALRESFORD
58 West Street, Alresford, 
Hampshire, SO24 9AU

01962 798789

WINCHESTER
Alderman House, 12–14 City Road,

Winchester, SO23 8SD
01962 862333

www.steelsfunerals.co.uk
Available 24 hours

Incorporating
Nigel Chamberlain

& Partners for
over 30 years
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Tree and Hedge 
Maintenance

Fully qualified and insured
One o! jobs
Regular maintenance
Local reliable service based in Swanmore

Contact Simon for a FREE quotation on:

01489 890577  |  07976 264719
simonbrn3@googlemail.com

@s.j.b.services
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Piers Spencer 
Registered Osteopath  

 
Bishop's Waltham
Osteopathic Clinic 

White Hart Stables, Bank Street 
Bishop's Waltham SO32 1AN 

 01489 891 880 piersspencer@hotmail.com
www.bwosteopathy.co.uk 

AGRICULTURAL, EQUESTRIAN 
& DOMESTIC FENCING

Stock Fence   I Deer Fence   I Equifence
Post & Rail   I Stake & Rail

Permanent   I Electric Fencing
Closeboards   I  Panel Fencing   I Trellis

Picket Fencing   I Dog Proof Fencing
Call Richard on 07930 229649

www.rjs-fenc#ng.co.uk

2 Houchin Street, Bishops Waltham SO32 1AR

01489 896330
info@saxbys-eyecare.co.uk

RJ Ralls
solid fuel services

Chimney Sweep
Fully qualified and registered

Fully insured
Certificates issued

Contact Rob on 07795 060 270
rjralls.co.uk

GU
IL

D 
OF MASTER SW

EEPS
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CPS Ltd, Orchardlea

07962 641796
01489 890738

Christopher Guénier

Computer Problems Solved

Swanmore, Hampshire. SO32 2QZ
info@computerproblemssolvedltd.co.uk
www.cps-ltd.org.uk

A qualiÞed and experienced Computer Engineer who can 
efÞciently solve all your home and business computer needs. 

Oakleaf, Ludwells Lane, Waltham Chase, Southampton, SO32 2NP

t: 01489 899102  e: nicholas@nicholasridgecta.co.uk

www.nicholasridgecta.co.uk

WATCHING OUT FOR THE NEXT 
GENERATION

Is IHT a factor in making my Will? Is a Family Trust a good idea?

PROPERTY OR WORK OVERSEAS
How does it affect my tax if I live, work or have property abroad?

FOR ENTREPRENEURS
Am I the only one wondering wh ether itÕs worth all the aggro?

PERSONAL TAX
What is the best way to order my tax affairs, in full compliance 

with the law?

SELLING MY BUSINESS
How much tax will I pay? What is my business worth?

EXPERT TAX ADVICE
WITH A HUMAN FACE

FOR THE MEON VALLEY
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ELECTRICAL PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEERS

G. RIXON LTD.  Wynot   Heat h Road  Sober t on  Hampshire  SO32 3PQ

We carry out small jobs such as attending to faulty
light fittings and dripping taps, to larger jobs such
as complete rewires and replacement bathrooms.
We are disabled adaptation specialists and install

level access showers and accessible kitchens.
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LOCAL GLASS REPAIRS
WINDOWS & DOORS

All Aspects of Glass & Glazing

Steve West: 07718 513283
Email: bootneck67@icloud.com

Based in Swanmore

Replacement Double Glazed Units
Remedial work to Windows & UPVC Doors

Emergency Lock Outs
Lock Replacements for Windows & UPVC Doors

hair  by   D.Fulstow

Debbie & her team would like to welcome you to 
Shades of Sweetpea hair salon. A new hairdressing 

business situated in Chapel Road Swanmore. Specialists 
in cuts and colours, also wedding and occasion hair. 

Pop in and pick up a price list, or book a free of charge 
consultation, so we can assess your hair and advise you 

on the right style for you and your hair. 

All the family welcome! 

Chapel Road, Swanmore SO32 2QB 
01489 893646 

Open  
Wednesday 9am-6.30pm, Thursday 10am-8pm,  

Friday 9am-7.30pm, Saturday 8am-3pm

To advertise in the 
Swanmore Magazine contact

John Austin on 
01489 893409 Tim Millier

Carpentry ¥ Joinery

Email: tim.millier @gmail.com
Tel: 01489 356921

Built-in lounge  |  Study and bedroom furniture
Doors fitted  |  Woodwork repairs

Custom built projects  |  Building services

Your requirements to our standards

Tel: 01489 422272               Mobile: 07748 856684
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R.J. Fisher Ltd
Interior & Exterior Painting 

& Decorating

Over 30 years experience

For your free estimate
please telephone
01489 331136
07921 508941

I offer English, French and German TuitionI offer English, French and German Tuition
to GCSE Level including adults returningto GCSE Level including adults returning

to learning and SEN.to learning and SEN.
All subjects at Foundation, KS1 and KS2.All subjects at Foundation, KS1 and KS2.

Common Entrance Preparation.Common Entrance Preparation.
French and German Conversation Groups.French and German Conversation Groups.

Please contact Sallie Smith,Please contact Sallie Smith,
Primary/Secondary Teacher ÐPrimary/Secondary Teacher Ð

33 yearsÕ experience B.A. Hons, PGCE,33 yearsÕ experience B.A. Hons, PGCE,
DBS checkedDBS checked

01489 278018 - 07762 49265101489 278018 - 07762 492651
salliesmith@sky.comsalliesmith@sky.com

To advertise in the 
Swanmore Magazine contact

John Austin on 
01489 893409

Environmental Consultancy Electromagnetic
Radiation & Healthy Home Survey

01329 234654 ¥  07816 01725001329 234654 ¥ 07816 017250
Reduced Consultation Price for Pet Households

EMFs, PM2.5/10, TVOCs, CO2, Radar, Radon Gas

Improve your living space by discovering &
preventing the unwanted effects of electromagnetic

radiation & other unhealthy pollutants.
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Gerald M Vivian.  Landscape Gardener
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Tel: 01489 893954  Mob: 07769 690454
g.vivian@btinternet.com
www.geraldvivianlandscapes.co.uk

INTERIOR &
EXTERIOR
DESIGN &

DECORATION
Full Colour Schemes Available

For free, friendly advice and quotes please call
Philip Broad - Tel: 023 9281 2042  Mobile: 07720 604035

QualiÞ ed Interior Designer 
Flat 7, Dymond House, Gisors Road, Southsea, PO4 8GZ

MFC Electrical Ltd

Michael Capell

Email: mcapell95@gmail.com
Mobile: 07973 407875

MARK & JUNE MASON
HUSBAND AND WIFE HIGH QUALITY 

PAINTERS AND DECORATORS

Period to modern properties
We work around your requirements

01329 235847/ 07973 162397
masonspaint.co.uk

N.W. STUBBINGTON LTD
Internal Painting & Decoration

Telephone
07967 002885

SEASONED LOGS
FOR SALE

Half or full load delivered

For further details call John on
07940 357839

Woodlea Nursery Durley

To advertise in the 
Swanmore Magazine contact

John Austin on 
01489 893409
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Avalon House, Waltham Business Park,  
Brickyard Road, Swanmore, Southampton,  

SO32 2SA 
Tel:  01489 896996   

Email: enquiries@butlerco-bw.co.uk  
Website:  www.butlerco-bw.co.uk 

 

LOCAL INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANTS AND  
TAXATION ADVISORS 

 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION  

   
Full range of accountancy, auditing  & taxation services 

Business start up advice 

Book-keeping and Payroll Services  

Self-Assessment Returns 

Detailed Fixed Cost Quotes    

Tel: 01489 890555 (answer phone) Mobile: 07766 525524
Email: pgrahamelectrical@btinternet.com

Based: Hoe Road, BishopÕs Waltham

ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN
Domestic - Commercial - Industrial

Installation of Electric Car Charger including OLEV grant

YYP ES O F W O RK U N D ERT

T HE DOG  ROOM
Bathing, Clipping, Scissoring 
& Hand Stripping 
Nails, Ears and Glands

Quiet handling,
professionally trained

Microchip service with 
National reg - vet & KC trained

Tel: Waltham Chase 01489 892272
or 07710 622881

To advertise in the 
Swanmore Magazine contact

John Austin on 
01489 893409
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CHAMBERLAINS
FAMILY SOLICITORS

Residential Conveyancing

Commercial Property

Probate & Wills    

Estate Administration

Lasting Powers of Attorney

RED LION STREET
BISHOPÕS WALTHAM SO32 1ST

tel (01489) 896141
info@chamberlainslaw.co.uk

We are open Monday-Friday 8.30am-3.30pm, 
term time.

We o! er ß exible start and Þ nish times.

We are registered for children aged 2-5 years.

¥ Located in a purpose-built building for 
Early years

¥ Indoor and outdoor learning environments 
¥ Experienced professional and friendly sta!  
¥ We work closely with families and Carers to 

support learning & development
¥ Approved to o!  er 15 and 30 hours EYE 

funding and 2 year funding

Charity No: 801230

Church road, Swanmore SO32 2PA
www.swanmorepreschool.org.uk

To Þ nd out more please email:
sarah.hiscock@swanmorepreschool.org.uk

or contact us on
01489-893779 or 07958 436396

To advertise in the 
Swanmore Magazine contact

John Austin on 
01489 893409

lessons, 
live music 
& more

www.meonmusic.net
Call: 07934 791134
Lower Chase Road, Swanmore

all info 

& prices 

online

tuition
live music 
also

singing ¥ piano / keyboard ¥ theory
exam support ¥ technology

wedding packages ¥ bands, duos, 
soloists ¥ large and small events

recordings ¥ compositions ¥ accompaniments

25% EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT on lessons 
8.30amÐ10am

37



40 4009/20

�%�8�<���:�,�7�+���&�2�1�)�,�'�(�1�&�(
�7�U�D�G�L�Q�J���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���$�S�S�U�R�Y�H�G���7�U�D�G�H�U

�&�$�5���D�Q�G���0�2�7�2�5�&�<�&�/�(
�0�2�7�V

�6�H�U�Y�L�F�H���D�Q�G���U�H�S�D�L�U���W�R���F�D�U�V
�O�L�J�K�W���F�R�P�P�H�U�F�L�D�O�V���D�Q�G���K�R�U�V�H���W�U�D�L�O�H�U�V

�$�L�U���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�L�Q�J�������V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���	���U�H�S�D�L�U

�&�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�Y�H���S�U�L�F�H�V���R�Q
�W�\�U�H�V���E�D�W�W�H�U�L�H�V���D�Q�G���H�[�K�D�X�V�W�V

�&�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���	���G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�\���R�U���O�R�D�Q���F�D�U���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H
�V�X�E�M�H�F�W���W�R���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�L�O�L�W�\

�D�\�O�R�U�V���*�D�U�D�J�H
�'�U�R�[�I�R�U�G

�+�D�P�S�V�K�L�U�H���6�2���������4�/

�7�H�O������������������������������

�9�(�+�,�&�/�(���7�(�6�7�,�1�*
�6�7�$�7�,�2�1

�z Design

�z Art work

�z Stationery

�z Leaß ets

�z Flyers

�z Brochures

�z Booklets

�z Newslet t ers

�z Labels

�z Postcards

�z Folders

�z Posters

�z Banners

�z Vinyl

�z Exhibit ion
�z Displays

Tel: 01489 892344 ¥ Email: sales@solent designstudio.com
www.solent designstudio.com

�X Professional & comprehensive service
�X Stringent dust control methods observed
�X No mess guarantee
�X Bird guards & weather cowls fi tted
�X Wood stoves & multi-fuel stoves serviced
�X Flue inspection & airfl ow testing
�X Calls taken seven days a week

Tel: 01962 734029
Mobile: 07721 458067

Planning work
Bricklaying. Digger Hire.
Civil Engineering. Drainage.
UPVC Windows & Doors. Fencing.
Plastic Fascia & Soffi t. Plastering.
Concrete.  Driveways.
Loft Conversion.  Plumbing.
Roofi ng Pitch & Flat. Garages.
Painting.   Carpentry.
Conservatories.  Electrics.

For Free Estimates please phone
Rob

01489 - 891801

Your Complete Bui lding CompanyYour Complete Bui lding Company

A FI NE FAMI LY TRADI TION OF
QUALI TY CRAFTSM ANSHI P

FREE QUOTATIONS & EXPERT ADVICE
FOR AL L YOUR BUI L DI NG REQUI REM ENTS

FOR THE BEST I N RELI ABI L I TY,
CUSTOM ER CARE & ATTENTION TO DETAI L

07966 222778
mrcbldco@yahoo.co.uk
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Get in Touch With Us

�@�C�L�H�M�¡�N�@�J�K�D�X�H�L�O�Q�N�U�D�L�D�M�S�R�•�B�N�L! �«�¬�¯�³�´ �³�«�³�³�«�­
2  oakleyimprovements.com

New Roof Installation | Small Roof Repairs | Moss/Gutter Clearance

FULL ROOF INSPECTION WITH FREE QUOTATION

UK Home Improvement: 
Comfort, Savings & 

Sustainability with Oakley

EXPERTS IN ALL ASPECTS OF 
ROOFING & ROOF REPAIRS
New Roof Installat ion | Sm all Roof Repairs | Moss/Gut ter Clearance

Moss and gutter clearances
See our website for full list of services

¥ Experienced Professionals
¥ Quality Materials

¥ Customer-Centric Approach
¥ Affordable Pricing

SofÞt 's and FasciaÕs | Cement Work | Lead Flashing | Tiles

EXPERTS IN SPRAY FOAM REMOVAL
 Thorough Assessment | Safe Removal | Clean-Up and Restoration | Expert Guidance

All Work Guaranteed

� � � �� �
�G�L�V�F�R�X�Q�W��
�Z�K�H�Q���U�H�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J��
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����
�G�R�Q�D�W�L�R�Q

�R�I���S�U�R�I�L�W �W�R
�\�R�X�U �O�R�F�D�O��

�F�K�X�U�F�K

Looking for a way to improve your 
home? Call 0800 669 6090



St Barnabas - Holy Week 2025
Sunday 13th April Ð Palm Sunday
9.20am  Palm Sunday procession from the Village Hall 
10am  Holy Communion  

Friday 18th April Ð Good Friday
10amÐ11.30am  Easter craft workshop for all the family
2pm  The Service of the Cross

Saturday 19th April Ð Easter Eve
8.30pm  Easter ceremonies

Sunday 31st March Ð Easter Day
8am  Holy Communion 
10am  All Age Easter Communion with Easter egg hunt for the children


