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Join
The Swanmore Link
editorial team

Swanmore’s bi-monthly community magazine is
looking to grow its voluntary editorial team. If you
enjoy local news and would be able to take on
tasks such as commissioning and encouraging
contributions, sub-editing, writing copy, pagination,
layout design, sourcing images of suitable quality,
proof reading, pre-press preparation, deciding the
print run and liaising with the printer for delivery,
we would love to hear from you. No previous
publication experience needed; the magazine
format is well-established with a few regular
contributors.

The current editor’s agreed five-year term of
office ends in December 2025 and we are keen to
get a team on board for a smooth handover.

To ensure the responsibility is shared, we are
looking for a small group to form an Editorial
Committee (alongside representatives from the
PCC). You would need your own computer,
access to suitable software and good IT skills in
this area.

Please contact Dave (07941 777448) or Janet
(01489 894942) or email:
churchwardens@stbarnabas.org.uk with any
questions or to tell us a bit about yourself and how
you could play a part.

The Swanmore Link is published by the Parochial
Church Council of Swanmore six times a year.

Advertising: John Austin 01489 893409

Distribution: Sue de Vere 01489 892768

Editor: Penny Clive 01489 895923
editor@stbarnabas.org.uk

Editorial team: Caroline Edser, Allison Gurry

Village directory: Roger de Vere 01489 892768
deverer2@gmail.com

Front Cover: Spring hellebores by Berty Ferrone
Back Cover: Photographs by Peter Mason and Berty Ferrone.

Printing managed by Jellyfish Solutions
© Swanmore PCC 2025

The Swanmore Link

The Swanmore Link — which is free of charge to
all residents — can be collected from The Link
(between the church and the Paterson Centre)
whenever it is open, generally between 9am and
5pm each day.

If you are housebound or disabled and unable
to collect your magazine then please contact Sue
de Vere on 01489 892768 who can arrange
delivery.

The magazine can also be posted to you at a
cost of £15 p.a. to cover postage. To arrange
payment please contact
treasurer@stbarnabas.org.uk.

The Swanmore Link can also be read online
at the St Barnabas website (https://
stbarnabas.org.uk/information-hub). If you would
like to be alerted by email when the online
version is available please contact the Parish
Office (office@stbarnabas.org.uk).




From the Vicarage

Thoughts in recovery

Complex ankle fracture

As some of you will know, | have been off work since
July 2024, after sustaining a complex ankle fracture. |
was doing some gardening and caught my foot in the
“V” of a branch that was laying on the ground, covered
by leaves. | tumbled, and my ankle was badly broken.
My life was changed in a split second.

Two weeks later, the ankle was surgically mended —
in a four hour operation — with the help of three pieces
of metal and 15 screws. | just wanted to share three
reflections about this whole experience.

Thank God for the NHS
The National Health Service faces many challenges
and difficulties, but we are so lucky to live in a country
where we can access health care when we need it.
Within an hour of sustaining my injury, | was being
attended to by seven or eight healthcare professionals
in Queen Alexandra Hospital’'s A&E, and early that
same evening | was in theatre, under the care of
another dedicated team (all missing England playing in
the Euros final!) having an external frame fitted. After
another two weeks in hospital, | was operated on by a
highly experienced foot and ankle surgeon, who also
happens to be the President of the British Orthopaedic
Association. What would two weeks in hospital and two
complex operations have cost if | had been living in a
country without a free health service?

Never take the everyday for granted

For ten weeks, | could only move about using one foot,
with the help of crutches. | couldn’t carry a cup of tea; or
have anything approaching a full night’s sleep; or get
into a bath; or go out for a walk. Four things that |
wouldn’t have thought twice about before the accident.
Suddenly, they were precious experiences that | longed
for with a deep yearning. The saying “count your
blessings” took on an deep resonance. We are so very
lucky to have what we (ironically) call “everyday
experiences”.

God loves us for who we are,

not what we do

| have found it so hard to be unable to go about my
usual ministry: taking of services, etc. Clearly for some
people, my priestly duties are what define me because
the only questions that some people ask are: “when do
you think you will be back?” or “can we assume you will

Revd Andy Davis

be able to do so and so the month after next?” or “any
news yet on when you might be back to work?” | have
found it impossible to escape the guilt of not being able
to do what I normally do, and of others having to cover
“my” duties for you. But | am also joyfully aware that the
Lord does not love me for my ministry (just as well!). He
loves me...as me.

I have had to learn afresh that who | am (as God’s
creation and his beloved child) is more important than
what | do. As one Franciscan writer puts it: “God
created us to be human be-ings, not human do-ings”.
Or as another spiritual writer says: “It is hard for us to
grasp this profound truth: we do not have to “do”
anything, because God could not possibly love us any
more than he does at this precise moment”.
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[ /’ 5 ' The Revd Andy Davis
'\ UV b

07709 919602
vicar@stbarnabas.org.uk
revd.andydavis@gmail.com

We encourage everybody to pray for the
people of Ukraine, Gaza and Israel. For
those who have power to work for peace,
for those made homeless in the conflicts
and for all those who are suffering,
grieving and living in fear.




Church news

Sunday 2nd February

The Presentation of Christ in
the Temple (Candlemas)

8am Holy Communion

10am Sung Communion

Sunday 9th February
Fourth Sunday before Lent
No 8am

10am Sung Communion

Sunday 16th February
Third Sunday before Lent
8am Holy Communion
10am Café Church

Sunday 23rd February
Second Sunday before Lent
No 8am

10am Sung Communion

Sunday 2nd March
Sunday next before Lent
8am Holy Communion
10am Sung Communion

Services in February and
March

Wednesday 5th March

Ash Wednesday

7.30pm Holy Communion with
the imposition of ashes

Sunday 9th March
First Sunday of Lent
No 8am

10am Holy Communion

Sunday 16th March
Second Sunday of Lent
8am Holy Communion
10am Café Church

Sunday 23rd March
Third Sunday of Lent
No 8am

10am Café Church

Sunday 30th March
Fourth Sunday of Lent —
Mothering Sunday

8am Holy Communion
10am All-age Communion

World Day of Prayer

Celebrating with the Cook Island women

The World Day of Prayer service this
year will be held at the Church of St
John the Baptist, Shedfield on Friday
7th March at 2pm.

The World Day of Prayer is an
international, ecumenical Christian
organisation whose motto is
“Informed Prayer and Prayerful
Action”.

Communities of women from more
than 170 countries annually and
simultaneously join across the globe
to share their issues and aspirations.
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This year the Christian women of
the Cook Islands —15 islands
scattered across 750,00sq miles of
the Pacific Ocean — have compiled
the service, reflecting some of the
geographical, political and social
challenges they negotiate in their
daily lives.

Please join us for this enlightening
service, followed by afternoon tea.

We look forward to seeing you all
then.

Louise McEwen

Lent course 2025

Focussing on
the family

Do come and join us to think about
faith through the lens of different
family relationships! We will begin with
the Bible but also look at art, poetry
and personal experience.
Each session will be held twice to
allow for maximum flexibility and will
last for about 90 minutes on
Wednesday evenings in the Paterson
Centre (apart from 19th March and
9th April # venue tbc) from 7.30 to
9pm, and on Friday mornings from
11am to 12.30.
Planned topics and session leaders
are:
<19th and 21st March: Ruth
Schofield: Husbands and Wives.

26th and 28th March: Kathy
O’Loughlin: Mothers- and Fathers-in-
law.

%2nd and 4th April: Nick Whitehead:
Parents and Children.

<9th and 11th April: Hazel Whitehead:
Siblings.

Each session will stand alone so
you don’t have to attend all four.

You could just turn up but we might
produce some preparatory material to
send out and it would also help us to
have an idea of numbers for
refreshments etc.

If you know you are coming, please
email hazelwhitehead54@gmail.com
Ash Wednesday is on 5th March and

there will be a service of Holy
Communion with the imposition of
ashes at 7.30pm.

Hazel Whitehead

Picture by vecteezy.com



Church news

Christmas services

When Robert the Bear
visited St Barnabas

It's not been the easiest of years — on
the international, national or local
stage. Wars and rumours of wars,
famine, floods and political intrigue —
not to mention cases of abuse,
misogyny and cruelty. So it might
seem there’s little to be thankful for
and even less to celebrate; but people
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of faith are also people of hope and
Robert the Bear’s visit to St Barnabas
on 1st December was an example of
why we can all be hopeful.

To begin with, the generosity of the
congregation and community is a
reminder of the goodness that is in the
world. Very many children will have

received these donated presents on
Christmas Day and their families will
have been relieved to have something
to give their children when resources
are tight. In addition, the Roberts
Centre itself and the staff (paid and
unpaid) are walking examples of love
and kindness. The Centre supports
young carers, teenagers, homeless
families, single parents and vulnerable
adults. There is a day nursery, life
skills classes, holiday clubs and a
friendly welcome to all.

We hadn’t seen Robert since 2022
as he was moving house last year but
he was full of beans and joined in the
service as well as admiring the collage
the children made for him to take back
and hang on the wall. The Roberts
Centre is one of the three charities
selected by St Barnabas as part of our
ongoing outward giving.

Hazel Whitehead

Left: Robert the Bear receiving some
of Swanmore’s gifted toys with his
friend Melanie Goddard from the
Roberts Centre with, from the left,
Douglas Livingstone, Revd Canon
Nick Whitehead, Hattie, George and
Tom.

St Barnabas Christmas Concert

A brilliant farewell to 2024

"Silent Night” on 7th December—
what a night, but definitely not silent!
A Christmas glow was kicked off with
the soaring beauty of the singing by
The Winchester Consort filling the
church, along with magical readings
brilliantly read by Shuna Rose and
Aelwen Emmett.

Enormous thanks go to all those
involved but especially to Susie and
Peter Fellows who arranged the
evening and who, together with
daughter Rosie, formed one third of
the consort.

Outside Storm Darragh raged but
the church filtered it all out enabling

us to enjoy the full beauty of the
music produced by the nine highly
talented singers of The Consort.

A full and happy church emptied
with only one regret — that the
evening had to come to an end. | for
one would love to see them back
but, in the meantime, there is the
Hampshire Police Male Voice Choir
at St Barnabas on 5th April to look
forward to (details p.4).

Elizabeth Newbold



Church news

St Barnabas Social

Looking ahead

The Nostalgic Film Club will
meet throughout 2025 in the Paterson
Centre on the 3rd Tuesday of the
month at 1.45pm. Tea and coffee will
be available and the films will start at
2.15pm. Entry is free and is open to
anyone. It may be possible to arrange
transport for a few individuals, contact
John Sharpe 01489 892750.

Saturday 1st February: Our next
event is “Quiz & Pudding Night” at the
Village Hall on 1st February. Tickets
have been selling fast but if you are
quick there may be space for a last-
minute team. Tables of eight, adults
£10, under-16s £5; bring your own
drinks. The quiz starts at 7pm. Contact
John Sharpe 01489 892750 or Sarah
Woodman 07771 801579.

Saturday 5th April: Concert in
the Church. Come and join an
entertaining evening of popular songs
from Hampshire Police Male Voice
Choir at their Spring Concert, featuring
soprano soloist Veronica Folkard.

The choir has an extensive
repertoire including sea shanties, folk
songs and show stoppers from current
and classic shows. There will be a bar
available before the performance and
during the interval when coffee and
tea will also be served. Doors and bar
open from 7pm, concert starts at
7.30pm.

Tickets are £10 each, free for
under-16s from John Sharpe 01489
892750 or Sarah Woodman 07771
801579 or events@stbarnabas.org.uk
or https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/st-
barnabas-church-swanmore.

Saturday 26th and Sunday
27th April: Open Gardens. Tickets
£6 on the day at The Paterson Centre
from 12.30pm onwards, gardens open
1-5pm. Free park and ride courtesy of
The Meon Valley Lions Club. Eight to
ten gardens expected to open. Plants
for sale and delicious teas and
homemade cakes available at The
Paterson Centre from 2pm to 5pm.
John Sharpe

From Swanmore Methodist Church

Of mice and...bunnies

Shortly before Christmas, we spotted a mouse in
our lounge. | didn’t want to call pest control and
have it killed, as it was only in the house because
it wanted somewhere warm and dry to stay, so |
bought some humane traps. They didn’t work, so
my wife bought some different traps after
Christmas, and did the job properly!

Within a couple of days, we had caught the
mouse, which | took down to the Meon Trail and
released into the bushes. A few days later,
another mouse appeared in the trap, who went to
join its brother or sister on the trail. And a few
days after that, another one appeared in the trap (I'm pretty sure it's
different mice each time). Each time, it went from the confines of the trap
to the freedom of the Meon Trail.

When my rabbits were first brought home, we allowed them to roam
freely around the house. While it was lovely to see them popping up in
random places, it was easy to see where they had been by following their,
let’s say, scatological trail! After a while, we gave them an enclosure in the
lounge, which they have enjoyed for a couple of years. But now that they
are bigger, we have barricaded the cables and unleashed them once
again. This time, though, they kept all of their “produce” in the area of their
litter trays. Their freedom was used differently this time — they still roam
free, but they treat the free space they have in a new way.

In the Bible, St Paul writes that “It was for freedom that Christ set you
free”. Freedom encompasses a couple of different concepts — freedom
from and freedom to. Jesus offers both of these — freedom from old habits,
addictions, thought patterns and prisons; and freedom to live life in all its
fullness in good relationship with other people and with God. There’s no
time like the present to enjoy freedom, so why not look to Jesus to find that
freedom today?

Revd Phil Griffin

From Our Lady Queen of Apostles Catholic Church

ornaments, gifts, collectables etc.
Entry is free and refreshments will be
available and there is plenty of
parking on site.

Fundraising sale

On Saturday 22nd March from 9am
to 12.30pm there will be a table-top
sale at the Church of Our Lady
Queen of Apostles in Marsh Street,
Bishop’s Waltham .

All proceeds will go towards
sponsoring travel for people with
disabilities and life-limiting illnesses
to Lourdes, France with the charity
Across — www.across.org.uk.

We shall have a wide range of
items including pre-loved clothes,

Sue Thomson

Mass times

Thursday 12noon

Friday 12noon

Saturday 6pm (Vigil Mass)

Sunday 9.30am.

< Fr Mario is available to meet people

generally, including confession, on
Fridays from 10am to 12noon.




From Swanmore Methodist Church

Loving God

Loving our community

Swanmore Methodist Church
Chapel Road, Swanmore, SO32 2QB
Superintendent Minister: Revd Phil Griffin

Tel: 01329 833518
Email: rev_phil@outlook.com

Making disciples for Jesus

Sunday Services in February and March
All services will commence at 10.30am unless otherwise noted.
There will be a warm welcome for all who wish to join us for these
services and please stay for tea and coffee afterwards

2nd February
9th February

16th February
23rd February

Revd Nicky Gilbert
Val Jenkins

Revd Phil Griffin — Chapel Anniversary & Holy Communion
Local arrangement — Kathy Elvy/John Gray

2nd March Revd Phil Griffin — Holy Communion
9th March David Boswell

19th March Local arrangement — Jill Letts

23rd JMarch Mark Chester

30th March Revd Gill Bailey

In need of Prayer?

Place your prayer request in the post box on the wall
next to the Chapel entrance, add your contact details
if you would like a visit and we’ll be in touch, or visit
our website.

Eco Champs!

Wednesday 19th February, 10.30am-2.30pm
Swanmore Methodist Church

Come along and learn how you can do your bit for
our planet! Children aged four upwards welcome.
Games, drama, music, craft and lunch. Please email
mavisdaniels@talktalk.net to reserve your places.

Final Frontier

Saturday 8th March, 10.30-12noon

A bi-monthly café style “get together” to give people
within our church and broader community a space to
talk about the practicalities of life, death, dying,
funerals, grief and loss. For more information contact
Helen Currie — stewards@s-m-c.org.uk

Coffee and Company

Weekly on Tuesdays at 10am to 12noon.

Enjoy company, coffee, tea and biscuits/craft; if you
would like to bring knitting/sewing etc. or just come
along for a chat we will be pleased to see you.

Thursday Fellowship

We hold a Fellowship meeting every Thursday from
2.30pm to 3.30pm — an opportunity to meet with
fellow Christians for prayer, Bible reading and
discussion. Meetings are held in the Church and
everyone is welcome. If you would like more details,
please contact Jill Letts — 01489 896182; email —
jill.letts47@gmail.com.

TLC (Tuesday Ladies’ Club)

Tuesday 11th February at 2pm

The Rockies. Carol Watson will illustrate her talk with
her beautiful photographs.

Tuesday 11th March at 2pm

The wildlife of Costa Rica and the Galapagos by
Cathie and Richard Everitt.

All ladies welcome. £3.00 per meeting.

Men’s Group

Thursday 20th Februry at 7.30pm — Details tbc
Thursday 20th March at 7.30pm — Details tbc

All are welcome and there will be light refreshments.
For further details contact Martin Letts on 01489
896182.

Looking for somewhere to hold an event?

Our premises are now available for hire. Please visit
the “Use our venue” page on the church website for
details or email: swanmoremclettings@gmail.com.

Website: http://www.swanmoremethodistchurch.org.uk

Find us on [}




Around the village

Messy roads

A litter picker’s lament

| am upset. | have just returned after
spending the last 90 minutes litter
picking in Swanmore, up and down
Gravel Hill and along Forest Road,
near the home where | have lived for
the last 49 years.

Today | picked up enough rubbish
to fill a large plastic muck bucket,
which was, at the end, almost too
heavy for me, an 83 year old, to lift.
The litter included many drinks cans,
food wrappers, cigarette and vape
detritus, what looked like a bottle filled
with urine, two wing mirrors smashed
to fragments, and many other broken
bits of damaged motorcars.

Who are the people who litter the
roads of our village? Have they had no
education? Have they no sense of
shame?

| am pleased to belong to the
Swanmore litter picking group. They
are people | admire. | despise those
who by dropping litter in Swanmore
ruin, not only the look, but the life of

the countryside and of our village.
Do your bit, and please take your
litter home.
Julian Malec
28th December 2024

% If you would like to help keep
Swanmore clear of litter, please call
David Street, the litter picking co-
ordinator, on 01489 896331.

A typical litter picking hoard — this
one from a short stretch of Hampton
Hill.

Swanmore Lunch Club

Celebrating Christmas in style

The Lunch Club held its Christmas
Party — pictured below — on 18th
December with 40 members and
helpers attending.

Our lovely Lunch Club cook, Gaye
Smith, produced a fantastic two-course
lunch with all the trimmings while Tony
King entertained us on the piano and

everyone had a card and present to
take home. There was a marvellous
raffle with lots of lovely prizes and the
whole event was much enjoyed by
everyone.

We couldn’t manage it, of course,
without our lovely team of helpers and
volunteer drivers.

If anyone would
care to volunteer
— either to help
with lunch or
drive members to
and from the
Paterson Centre
on Wednesdays
— we would be
delighted to hear
from you. Just
call Dennis
Wheeler on
07490 676710.

Allison Gurry

SWacCS
Colder weather,
warmer homes

The cold weather in January prompted
a steady stream of requests for the
thermal imaging camera that
Sustainable Waltham Chase and
Swanmore volunteers send out on
loan free of charge.

A camera survey can highlight the
trouble spots that can stop your home
being cosy. Fixing these problems not
only keeps homes warmer, but it will
also help save on fuel bills. Contact us
through our website to book the
camera: swacs.co.uk.

If you struggle to keep your home
warm, which can be a particular
problem in older houses, look out for
the Greener Homes Surgery
organised by Hambledon Greening
with Winchester Action on the Climate
Crisis to be held at Hambledon Village
Hall on Saturday, 22nd February from
10am to 1pm. The free event is by
appointment with one of three
qualified experts, who can provide
advice on achieving a greener,
warmer home. An Eventbrite link to
book will be available on the SWaCS
website and on Facebook.

The SWaCS team are all at
different stages of developing their
own warmer homes using renewable
energy where possible. Two of our
houses made it into the lowest 2% for
home energy use locally in November,
according to their energy supplier.
Others have fitted heat pumps, solar
panels, home batteries and now one
has a mechanical ventilation heat
recovery system to provide fresh air
with no condensation. Do get in touch
via our website if you would like to
speak with our trained Local Energy
Champion who can offer information
on these topics.

By the time you are reading this
the Future Energy Landscape
workshop at the village hall should
have taken place and explored ideas
of renewable community energy. Look
out for a report detailing the results
coming soon.

Kim Blakeway



Around the village

Swanmore Cubs

Learning all about assistance dogs

Swanmore Cubs recently enjoyed a
visit by speakers from the charity
“Canine Partners”. We learned
about how dogs are trained to help
people in wheelchairs or those with
other mobility issues. The cubs were
able to meet assistance dog Flora
and see her in action before giving
her some well-earned hugs! Thanks
to the generosity of parents, the
cubs were able to donate just over
£60 to the charity.

Canine Partners has been
training dogs for nearly 35 years,
matching more than 900 dogs with
partners in need. They are currently
searching for puppy trainers to
socialise young dogs before proper
training begins. If you would like to
help please contact
caninepartners.org.uk

Rachel Wade

"

In memoriam

Victor Holloway 1939-2024 .-

Those children who attended
Swanmore Primary School in the
1970s and '80s will remember Mr
Holloway with gratitude and affection.

Vic taught the Standard 4 (now
Year 6) pupils for many years. He was
a master of his craft, loving the English
language and instilling a love of maths
into his charges. Many who had been
taught by Vic went on to take GCE
maths a year early. The foundation of
his teaching allowed his pupils to later
go on to university.

Vic with his wife Jill and children,
Elizabeth, Nicola and James, lived
very close to the school. All three
children attended the village school
and the “down the road” secondary
school.

The family threw themselves into
church and village life. Vic became a
church warden and church treasurer.
His explanation of accounts was
always clear and concise, leaving no-
one in any doubt how things were
financially. Home life was exciting and

fun. Vic enjoyed making thing and
reading to his children, who still have
fond memories of listening attentively
to all that was told to them.

After Swanmore, Vic became a
headmaster and was respected
throughout a large area of
Hampshire for his expertise.

Eventually retirement beckoned,
first to Devon and then to Chichester
to live near their elder daughter
Elizabeth and her family.
Grandchildren multiplied and brought
much joy to Vic and Jill. He remained
active in retirement and volunteered
as a steward for the 2012 Olympics
and spent many happy Mondays
volunteering for the National Trust in
their gardens at Woolbeding, and
also did voluntary work for the
Foodbank and local hospice.

After a debilitating illness Vic died in
October 2024. Several Swanmore
people attended his funeral in
Funtington, West Sussex, amongst
them a former teaching colleague and

members of the church family.

An inspirational man, much loved
by his family and admired by those
who knew him. Vic Holloway will long
be remembered.

Anne Pearson
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Around the village

Swanmore College

A festive season of success

The festive season at Swanmore
College was a whirlwind of activity,
brimming with both academic and
creative achievements.

Our annual winter production — An
Evening with the Arts —was a
resounding success. A dazzling
showcase of artistic talent,
encompassing art, dance, drama, and
music, captivated the audience. Head
Girl, Alice, and Head Boy, Luca,
expertly served as compéres for the
evening.

The festive spirit was further
enhanced by the tireless efforts of our
catering team. Over 1,000 Christmas
dinners were prepared and served in
the final week of term — a hugely
impressive feat!

A special thank you goes to
McCarthys of Wickham for their
generous donation of our magnificent

Christmas tree, which stood proudly in
the school hall throughout December.

Beyond the school walls, our pupils
continued to shine. A group of pupils
attended a pantomime performance of
Dick Whittington at the Kings Theatre
in Southsea featuring one of our
talented Year 9 students.

The Umbrella Dance company
were invited to perform at Barton
Peveril’s Christmas dance show, while
Year 7 pupils enjoyed a captivating
performance of A Christmas Carol by
the visiting theatre group, Quantum.

Poetry winners

We are incredibly proud to announce
that Swanmore College secured first
place in the national "Through Their
Eyes" poetry competition. This is a
remarkable achievement, considering
more than 7,000 poems were

Left: Thanks to the
catering team who
served more than
1,000 Christmas
dinners.

Below: The
college’s young
poets who won first
place in the
“Through Their
Eyes” competition.

submitted from 400 schools across the
country. Congratulations to our
incredibly talented young writers!

Enrichment sessions

Our Wednesday afternoon enrichment
sessions continue to flourish. The
Media Makers group impressed us
with their creative digital Christmas
cards, and the Law Enrichment group
participated in a thrilling criminal trial
re-enactment. Visiting solicitors from
Dutton Gregory provided an
unforgettable learning experience for
the pupils. Everyone will now begin
their new enrichment activities for the
Spring Term.

Leisure options

We would like to remind readers that
we have an extensive range of leisure
facilities available for hire at the
College.

Facilities include: 3G football pitch,
MUGA, Dance Studio, Main Hall,
Gymnasium, Performing Arts Studio,
Sports Hall, Classrooms, Music Room,
Food Tech Room, IT Room, Tennis
Courts and Netball Courts. We also
have a state-of-the-art Fitness Suite
with adult and junior gym membership
options. Please see our Swanmore
Leisure website
www.swanmoreleisure.co.uk for more
information:

As we embark on a new year, we
celebrate the successes of the past
term and look forward to another year
filled with exciting opportunities and
achievements at Swanmore College.

Emma Barnes



Around the village

Swanmore Conservation Group

Starting to let more
light in on the pond

We have received many admiring
remarks in appreciation of the work
that has been done from people
passing by when we have been
working in the pond area. There is
now much more light in the area
around the pond and views across the
pond to the meadows beyond.

As ever we hope the increased
light will encourage more wildlife both
in and around the pond, so fingers
crossed.

Now that the area has been
cleared of brambles, overhanging
trees and dead branches we hope to
restrict the return of both brambles
and other invasive weeds and to
create patches for the planting of less
vigorous native plants such as Cornus
spp.

The contractor appointed by the
Parish Council to do the clearance
work also removed a proportion of the
reeds in the pond and around its
edges and took them away altogether.
Normally we pile the reeds away from
the edge of the pond but apparently
even here when they don't have their
roots in water they still grow.

New information boards have been
installed by the pond and in the Upper
Meadow that are very smart and also
really interesting and attractive. The
Forest of Bere, a royal forest, which

stretched from Romsey to West
Sussex was so large it was
administered in two sections: the
“Bere Porchester” half from the River
Hamble to West Sussex included what
is now our Conservation Area.

By the nineteenth century much of
the forest’s woodland had been sold
as timber and the meadows were
enclosed by hedges for pasture and
horses were kept there. The area
eventually passed into the care of
Swanmore Parish Council in 1995.

The new boards show some of the
wildlife and plants to be found in the
meadows, Marsh orchids, marbled
white butterflies and Burnet moths
amongst others. Less visible perhaps
are the birds you may hear such as
goldcrests, greater spotted
woodpeckers and tawny owls.
Overhead you can see both buzzards
and red kites and recently even a
white-tailed eagle.

Work parties are held on the
second Saturday of every month,
weather permitting. Everyone is
welcome whenever they can make it.
We meet at 9.45am by our hut in the
lower meadow, we have coffee at
11am and finish at 12noon. The next
work parties are on 8th February, 8th
March and 12th April.

Gill Sawyer, 01489 894206

Top: More light on a frozen pond.
Above: One of the three new
noticeboards at the meadows.

Swanmore Amateur Dramatic Society

A ghostly start to spring

SADS next production will be The
Ghost Train (revised) at the Village
Hall on 24th to 26th April. The play
g Wwas first produced
© . in 1925 written by
\ Arnold Ridley

A
$

1984) who will be
better known to
many for playing
the gentle and

" slightly
) \ .

\(\ N bumbling

} Private

Godfrey in Dad’s Army.

Ridley fought in both the First and
Second World Wars and had the
unusual distinction of being invalided
out of the British Army on two
occasions. After being evacuated from
France in 1940, he joined the Local
Defence Volunteers which later
became the Home Guard. As well as
being a versatile actor, Arnold Ridley
wrote more than 30 plays, a variety of
short stories and newspaper and
magazine articles.

The Ghost Train has been revised

by Jocelyn and Nicolas Ridley with
the aim of refreshing some elements
of the dialogue to make it easier for a
modern cast to perform.

The comedy thriller is set in the
1920s at the waiting room of a ghostly
Cornish railway station with six
stranded passengers and a psychic
stationmaster's weird stories of a
ghost train.

Tickets are £12 each and will be
on sale on Saturdays in April at the
box office by Barnaby’s Coffee Shop
from 10am to 12noon or can be
bought online at ticketsource.co.uk/
swanmoredrama. Curtain up will be at
7.30pm and for more information call
01489 894955 or 01489 893639.

Photographs by Peter Mason.



Around the village

Swanmore Preschool

Enjoying snow for the first time

We welcomed a few more children to
our Preschool in January who have
settled well and are enjoying the fun
activities and resources we have on
offer. Our AGM was held in December
and we have a new committee
supporting the running of the
Preschool.Thank you to all those who
have come forward as trustees to
support us.

Some of the children had
experienced snow for the first time and
were excited to go outside and play
despite the cold. We were lucky that
the active8 team came to demonstrate
the football and multi-skills the children
could learn; we are currently
fundraising to enable us to invite them
in again during the summer term. Our
next fundraising event will be the
Easter egg hunt and bonnet parade

S

held at Broad Lane Recreation Ground
on Saturday 5th April (weather
permitting).

Our admissions remain busy. |
would advise that you contact me at
least two years before your child is
due to start Preschool.

Sarah Hiscock, 07958 436396
sarah.hiscock@swanmorepreschool.org.uk
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Indie (above) and Harry (left)
encounter snow for the first time.

Barnaby’s Coffee Shop

The new team takes over

Barnaby’s reopened on 7th January
after a spruce up over the Christmas
break. January’s events included a
meet and greet with our new PCSO
Lottie Flatman on Saturday 11th
January and on Saturday 18th
January we held a fundraising morning
in aid of the Meon Valley Food Bank.
We have held a “thank you” tea for
all our volunteers, whicht was also an
opportunity to introduce the new team
running things from 1st January.

Coming up in February is our
Valentine’s Day mystery special offer.
See our Facebook page for updates
nearer the time.

We can’t open Barnaby’s without
our lovely volunteers. We always need
more volunteers of course, so if you
have the odd hour or two once a
week, once a month or just every so
often, we would be very pleased to
have you join us. We would love to
hear from you — either pop in and see

us or email hello@barnabys.coffee.
Barnaby’s is open Tuesday to Friday
2pm to 4.30pm and on Thursday and
Friday also from 9am to 12.30pm.
Roger de Vere

Wind band
Raising funds whatever

the weather

Swanmore Wind Band were forced
into the Paterson Centre by bad
weather before Christmas as they
performed at Barnaby’s raising money
for Simon Says — their chosen
Christmas charity that supports
bereaved children.

In total they raised some £1,000
from their various seasonal
performances. The band is planning a
free community concert next
Christmas at the Village Hall.
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Around the village

Swanmore Society

Waltham’s earl

and

Left: Wintertime
steam illuminations
on The Watercress

Line. ©The Watercress
Line™

travels on the Watercress Line

At our November meeting, returning
speaker Tony Kippenberger discussed
the “rediscovery” of the early history of
Bishop’s Waltham, which was clearly a
desirable place for our forebears to
live for millennia.

The earliest archaeological finds
are from 10,000 years ago, when
Mesolithic colonisers after the last Ice
Age left behind flint tools and flakes.
Neolithic and Bronze Age axes have
been found at Coppice Hill and Suetts
Farm. There was also a large Bronze
Age barrow where the Jubilee Hall
now stands and Iron Age pottery has
been found nearby.

The nearest Roman settlement
was at Wickham but several villas are
known from this area, including one at
Lock’s Farm. The community became
“Waltham” in early Anglo-Saxon times
— a name that denotes a royal wooded
domain near a river and Roman road —
with large deer park, owned by the
kings of Wessex, and a minster.

In time, Waltham’s riches led to the
unwanted attentions of the Vikings,
with a final, devastating raid in
1001AD. In 1066 the Normans arrived,
and with the building of Henri de Blois’
palace in the twelfth century Waltham
finally became Bishop’s Waltham.

A At

In December, we were treated to a
very enjoyable presentation by Dan
Ball on The Watercress Line and its
160-year history. Built to connect
existing train lines at Alton and
Winchester, it opened as the Mid-
Hants Railway in October 1865.
Originally 17 miles long, it served the
needs of the local agricultural
community and enabled the
establishment of commercial
watercress production in the Alresford
area. It includes the highest station in
the south of England at Medstead &
Four Marks, with the ascent known as
“the Alps” due to its steep gradient.

By the mid-1960s it was no longer
commercially viable and, despite
spirited local protest, it closed in 1973.
But not for long...

A preservation trust was formed
and purchased 10 miles of the route,
from Alresford to Alton, from British
Railways to reopen as a heritage
steam railway. The Alresford to Ropley
section was opened in April 1977 and
services extended to Alton by May
1985. Today, the Watercress Line
relies heavily on its dedicated band of
some 400 volunteers who maintain,
and run the trains and railway.

At our next meeting on 12th

Roman Samian ware pottery

from Lock’s Farm. (Photograph
by Anita Taylor, kindly provided by
Bishop’s Waltham Museum.)

Below: Advert for
the Hoover Model
29 introduced in the
1950s.

Announcing the mewest!
Triple-action
HOOVER

February we will welcome Stephen
Hoadley, whose subject is “Domestic
Technology: We Had One of Those!”.
He will take us on a trip down memory
lane as he discusses the forerunners
of today’s extensive range of
household appliances and gadgetry.
We will also find out about some of the
less-successful domestic innovations,
the role of plastics and the rise of DIY.
As Stephen says, from the days of
wringing the clothes with a mangle
and sitting around the wireless, our
home life has changed beyond all
recognition in a relatively short time.
The society’s year draws to a close
with the AGM on 19th March; please
note that this is the third Wednesday
of the month and only members are
eligible to vote. Our new programme
starts on 9th April. Meetings are held
in the Paterson Centre on Church
Road, starting at 8:00pm. Visitors are
always very welcome; we ask for a
donation of £4 to help defray costs.
Caroline Clapperton
01489 891447
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From Swanmore Parish Council

South Downs National Park Local Plan Review

The consultation on the South Downs
National Park Local Plan Review will
run from 20th January until 17th March
2025. This is the document that sets
out the houses that will be built in the
Park over the next 20 years.

We now have details of the
Swanmore sites that were submitted
by landowners/developers to be
considered for development but were

rejected. These can be seen on the
map above.

One site in Swanmore has been
put forward for potential development;
this is site WI102 — shown on the map
below. The proposal is for 15 houses
on land north of Dodds Lane.

We would also like to gather local
information on the site that we can
then send on to the SDNP. For

T~

Potential LPR Allocation

e SONP boundary

Scope for metigation/enhancement |

© Crown copyright and database rights 2024 Ordnance Survey 100050083

12

example, are there flooding issues at

the site, would access onto Dodds

Lane be problematic.

Other criteria that SDNP will take
into consideration regarding the site
include:
whether it will “deliver exceptional

benefits” to the area;

that design must reflect the nature
of the site in a gap between the main
settlement area and “more dispersed
development” in the adjacent open
countryside;

that development should be on the
western area of the site with open
space provision;

that development should safeguard
existing vegetation belts and green
corridors;

»that any development should
provide suitable vehicular and
pedestrian access onto Dodds Lane
with appropriate “pedestrian
crossing and traffic calming
measures in the near vicinity to be
implemented”;

that the development should be
planned to avoid “any future risk of
pressure to fell trees or remove
vegetation due to overshadowing”.

To find the full list go to https://
www.southdowns.gov.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2024/11/Agenda-
ltem-7_Appendix-2.pdf and search for
Swanmore.

We would urge as many residents
as possible to respond to the
consultation, whether you support or
oppose the proposed development.
Please follow this link to take part:
https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/
planning-policy/the-south-downs-local-
plan-review/consultation-hub/

If you would like to send us
information or comments on this or
any other of the sites shown on the
map above, we can also forward this
on to the SDNP. The process of
assessing sites is ongoing and it might
be that the SDNP would reconsider
other sites.

We plan to discuss the Parish
Council’s response to the
consultation at our Planning and
Highways meeting on 11th
February. This is a public meeting
and you would be very welcome to
attend.



From Swanmore Parish Council

VE DAY.

80™ ANNIVERSARY

ASHARED MOMENT OF CELEBRATION

Save the Date
VES8o0 Celebration —
10th May 12noon —4pm

With the 80th anniversary of Victory in
Europe Day to be marked by national
celebrations, our own plans for a VE
Day 80 celebration in Swanmore are
already underway.

On Saturday 10th May 2025 at
Swanmore Recreation Ground we will
be following a similar format to our
Coronation Big Lunch in 2023, which
you may remember.You bring a picnic,
and we will provide games, fun,
refreshments, an exhibition in the
Pavilion and lots more.

We will be anouncing full details in
coming months as arrangements are
confirmed.

Save the date — Annual
Meeting of the Parish —
29th April at 7pm

We will be hosting the annual
meeting of the Parish on Tuesday
29th April, at Swanmore Village Hall.
This is your opportunity to come
along, see what the Council has
been up to and help us plan for the
future. With more and more financial
pressure being put on the City and
County Councils, it is really
important to us as a Parish Council
that we get our spending right.

Dog fouling

Over the last month there has been a
noticeable increase in dog fouling in
the village, in particular the walk to
school routes.

If you are ever a witness to a
fouling and have evidence to share,
please contact the Winchester City
Council environmental team via email
ehealth@winchester.gov.uk or by
ringing 01962 848097. They have the
power to issue fines.

Winchester City Council adopted
the Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act 1996 to
cover all land within its district which is
open to the air and to which the public
are allowed or permitted to have
access. This includes:
<%Pavements
<% Parks
*Roads
< Open spaces
<% Footbridges
Amenity areas
<% Footpaths
«Shopping precincts
< Grass verges
<% Car parks
Playing fields

Anyone in charge of a dog must
clean up after their dog, sealltie the
bag and place it in an appropriate
receptacle. Any litter bin or dual use
bin can be used or, if there is not one
nearby, the bag can be disposed of
with your own domestic rubbish.
<NB: Leaving a bag of dog mess in

a public place is not complying
with the law.

Parish Council Office
Tracey Molloy
Executive Officer
Hollythorns House, New Road
Swanmore, SO32 2NW

Tel: 01489 890651

Email: clerk@swanmorepc.org.uk
Web: www.swanmorepc.org.uk

PUBLIC OPENING TIMES
WEEKDAYS 10am-2pm

Please contact us by email, letter or
phone, or visit us at the office.

Green's Wooa

One of our newly erected information
boards D see p.9 for more!

SPC Meeting Dates

Council meetings are open to the
public and are held in the Parish
Office, usually starting at 7pm.

11th February — Planning and
Highways Committee

18th February— Open Spaces and
Amenities Committee

25th February — Finance Committee

11th March — Planning and
Highways Committee

18th March— Open Spaces and
Amenities Committee

25th March — Full Council

8th April — Planning and Highways
Committee

Please contact the Executive Officer
at the Parish Office if you would like
more information.
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SwanmoreOs Crimea Veteran

Following November®Os Remembrance Sunday service and

articlesin The Swanmore Link

about SwanmoreOs war dead,

Stuart Jones adds the remarkable story of a Swanmore
veteran of the Crimean War, who took part in the Charge of

the Heavy Brigade at Balaclava.

William Hawkes was born in
Tewkesbury, Gloucestershire and
joined the 5th Dragoon Guards, rising
to the rank of sergeant. After leaving
the army he moved to Swanmore in

Dragoon Sergeant-Major William
Stewart B looking much as William
Hawkes would have done. Photograph
by Cundall & Howlett in 1856.
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the 1860s and is buried in St
Barnabas churchyard with his wife
Mary Ann.

Many people know TennysonOs
poem Charge of the Light Brigade but
fewer will be aware that the Heavy
Brigade, including the 5th Dragoon
Guards, were in action earlier on the
day of the Battle of Balaclava and that
Tennyson also wrote a poem on the
Charge of the Heavy Brigade.

Thanks to photographs
commissioned by Queen Victoria in
1856, a good impression exists of
William HawkesOs appearance in his
army service as he would have looked
very much like Sergeant-Major William
Stewart (pictured left). Sergeant
Hawkes was awarded the Crimea
medal with three clasps - Balaclava,
Inkerman and Sevastopol - and the
Turkish medal.

In September 1854 the 5th
Dragoon Guards, along with other
Heavy Brigade regiments, sailed from
Cork to the Black Sea. It was a terrible
voyage, with many horses dying and
the men being fed on very old salted
food. Balaclava was the port used by

Above: The Charge of the Heavy
Brigade at the Battle of Balaclava,
as imagined in 1897 by Godfrey
Douglas Giles (1857-1941). Source:
National Armv Museum.

the British to supply the army
besieging Sevastopol, the main
Russian naval base. The siege lines,
running back to the British base at
Balaclava harbour, went through two
valleys and a ridge b the Causeway
Heights B and were vulnerable.The
Russians aimed to break the British
lines and capture the base.

Battle of Balaclava

On 25th October a force of 3,000
Russian cavalry attacked the gun
positions on the Causeway Heights.
As the Russian cavalry came over the
hill, General Sir James York Scarlett
commanding the Heavy Brigade B
comprised of dragoons from the
Royals, Scots Greys, Royal Irish,
Inniskilling and OPrincess Charlotte of
WalesO (the 5ths) B formed his forces
into line and attacked up the hill.

The charge was led by the Royals,
Scots Greys and Inniskillings. William
Hawkes, in the 5th Dragoon Guards,
would have been in the second line
and joined a chaotic, desperate fight.
An officer who took part said that: Olt
was just like a melee coming out of a
crowded theatre, jostling horse against
horse, violent language, hacking and
pushing, till suddenly the Russians
gave wayO.

Although massively outnumbered,
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When the points of the Russian lances arose in the sky;

And he callOd, OLeft wheel into line!O and they wheelOd
obeyOd.

Then he lookOd at the host that had halted he knew not
why,

And he turnOd half round, and he bade his trumpeter
sound

To the charge, and he rode on ahead, as he waved his
blade

To the gallant three hundred whose glory will never dieb

OFollow,0 and up the hill, up the hill, up the hill,

FollowOd the Heavy Brigade

From: Tennyson, Charge of the Heavy Brigade

The Crimea medal with three clasps:
OBalaklava, Inkermann and
SebastopolO, as awarded to William
Hawkes.

infantry unit, based in Droxford. This
became the 1st Hampshire Mounted
Rifles, also known as the Droxford
Light Horse. This must have come at a
perfect time for William Hawkes, a
cavalry sergeant, and he was
appointed Sergeant Drill Instructor.
Shooting competitions were organised
regularly on Corhampton Downs and
William was usually in the top five.

In contrast to the British Army
scarlet tunic worn in the Crimea, the
Droxford Light Horse were reported
as: ORejecting the scarlet and blue
tunics in favour with most mounted
regiments, the 1st Hants have chosen
a neat, yet sober grayish uniform, and
for the head-dress, not a helmet or
shako, but a hat of the pattern

the British cavalry succeeded in
routing the Russian force. However,
the chance for the nearby Light
Brigade to follow up was lost and the
Russians were allowed to carry away
some of the guns. The subsequent
fateful order to the Light Brigade,
probably with the aim of preventing the
Russians from taking the guns, led to
the terrible events of the Charge of the
Light Brigade a few hours later. The
Heavy Brigade supported that charge,
but were ordered to turn back before
the Russian guns inflicted too many
casualties.

find recruits with the necessary time

an@nd skills. The unit was disbanded in

the late 1870s.

Inspector of Nuisances

William was by then 50 but he was
again lucky in his timing. A Mr Cheater
had just resigned from the Droxford
Union which ran the local workhouses.
William was appointed to replace him
in a role with the splendid title of
Olnspector of NuisancesO! This was
effectively a local Environmental
Health Officer, inspecting farms for
problems of waste spillage and cases
of animal welfare.

In 1907 he and Mary Ann were still
living in Swanmore and celebrated
their golden wedding anniversary.
William died on 2nd November 1908.
He is buried with Mary Ann at St
Barnabas, under the large yew tree in
the far corner of the churchyard. The
headstone notes his regiment and
details of the medals, which provided
the initial leads for this article. The
inscription finishes with OHis end was
peaceO, a peaceful end to an
extraordinary life. Mary Ann died in
1915 and was buried with William.

Stuart Jones

The Droxford Light Horse

William left the army around 1861 and
moved to Swanmore with his wife
Mary Ann. At this time, there was a
revival of the military volunteer

commonly called Othe GaribaldiO with a
spreading feather at the sideO.

After 17 years, during which time
the Droxford Light Horse gained many
good reviews for their turnout and
horsemanship, it became difficult to

movement. Many areas raised infantry
units but Lieutenant-Colonel J Bower
called for the raising of a mounted

Below: Members of The Droxford
Light Horse.
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William and Mary Ann HawkesO
grave in St BarnabasO Churchyard.
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Nature notes

In the hedgerows

Finding a little bunch

of sweethess

Sweet violets (Viola odorata) are
among our earliest spring wildflowers
b although they could have been
blooming since mid-December.

There are some 680 species in the
Viola genus found throughout the
world. Those most familiar in the UK
include garden pansies (V. x
wittrockiana), heartsease (V. tricolor)
and several species of scentless dog
violets B including the common variety
(V. riviniana) and pale dog violet (V.
lactea) found in the New Forest, which
will happily hybridise with V. riviniana
and sometimes with the heath dog
violet (V. canina) to form V. canina x
militaris.

Violets will grow in full sun or partial
shade and it was said that the shy
flower hung its head when baby Jesus
passed by and that its drooping
flowers still do so. However, another
Christian legend says that the violet
droops its head because the shadow
of the cross fell upon it when Christ
died.

All are very pretty to look at, but it
is sweet violet with its characteristic
smell that has proved a favourite
through the centuries B especially with
the Victorians who used its aromatic
oil in soaps and perfumes, perhaps
rather too enthusiastically.

Plenty of uses

Pliny (d.79AD) was also very fond of
violets; he mentions them as being
popular with Ogarland makersO and
recommends them to be grown in
gardens (along with thyme, roses,
lilies and melilot) Ofor the sake of the
beesO.

He was also among the first to list
their therapeutic properties,
differentiating between mauve-, white-
and yellow-flowered (possibly V. lutea)
varieties. He recommended mauve
violets as cooling remedies for
inflammations and claimed that
Oplaced on the head in chaplets or
even smelt, they disperse the after-
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effects of drinking and its
headachesEO.
Alternatively white violet
flowers could be used to
Oopen abscesses and
even disperse themO while
yellow violet roots in vinegar as a
liniment could be used to soothe gout.

Sweet violets are still used in
modern herbal medicine P usually as a
simple infusion for bronchitis and other
persistent coughs. The tea can also be
used as a mouthwash for mouth ulcers
or as a douche for cystitis. In earlier
times sweet violets were also popular
in cancer treatments as an analgesic
to relieve pain, either taken as tea or
used as a poultice.

Sweet or savoury

Both leaves and flowers are edible b
the leaves rich in vitamins A and C.
The ancient Greeks grew them as a
commercial crop to flavour butter, oll,
vinegar and wine and the flowers have
been crystallised since at least
mediaeval times to use as cake
decorations.

They were also a popular addition
to rice puddings as well as a dish
known in the fifteenth century as OMon
AmyO (a sort of custardy cheese cake)
which was coloured with saffron and
decorated with sweet violet flowers.
The flowers are also used today by
some distillers to colour the liqueur
Parfait dOAmour and theyOll also make
a pleasant purple-coloured tea if you
macerate them in hot water.

The diarist and gardener John
Evelyn (1620D1706) made an
Oagreeable herbaceous dishO of violet
leaves fried and mixed with orange
juice and sugar. The leaves can also
be added to green salads, chopped
and used as a garnish for soups or
added to sandwiches. The young
leaves are slightly sweet with a nutty
flavour but older leaves can be rather
coarse to chew raw so are better
wilted, fried, mixed with other cooked

greens or added to stews and soups.
In Italy the leaves are regarded as a
culinary herb while the flowers are
made into a syrup which can be
combined with Prosecco as an aperitif
D much as blackcurrant (cassis) syrup
is in France with Champagne to make
kir.

Mon Amy

500ml double cream
1 litre full cream milk
2 tbsps white wine vinegar
3 tbsps honey
409 caster sugar
509 butter, chopped

tsp salt
Pinch of saffron, ground with the
salt.
2 egg yolks
violet flowers, to serve

Bring cream to a slow boil for a few
minutes and then allow to cool.
Make soft cheese by combining the
milk and vinegar; strain the whey
from curds with a cheese cloth. Add
the cheese to the cream and stir on
the heat until smooth.

When cream/milk mixture begins
to simmer add honey, sugar ,butter,
and saffron ground in with salt. Allow
to slowly boil and continue stirring
until mixture reaches the
approximate consistency of tapioca
pudding. Remove from the heat and
add the egg yolks. Continue to stir
until cool.

Scatter violet flowers on the top
before serving.

% You could substitute curd cheese
instead of making your own B curd
cheese is sold in Polish shops in
Southampton and some local
supermarkets.




Nature notes

Bug life

The evolution of the
comma, perhaps

One of the joys of early spring, after
the long, dark days of winter, is to
witness a vigorous, fluttering flight of
orange streak by. When the object
lands it appears to be smaller than the
impression given when in flight. The
orange wings are punctuated by
markings of various shades of brown.
This, and the rather battered
appearance of the wing edges,
indicate it to be a comma butterfly
(Polygonia c-album).

These slightly exotic-looking
insects are adults that have over-
wintered from the previous summer
and autumn, and have been
encouraged to emerge by the first
warm days of spring. Why is the
comma so-named? The answer is
revealed when viewing the underside
of the hindwings. A small, curved white
mark sits almost luminously on a
darker background, as if someone
had used a marker pen to label it. To
some, this mark resembles a
comma, hence the common name.

The c-album of the scientific
name refers to a Oc-shaped white
markO. ThePolygonia forename

Right: The distinctive white comma
on the under wing. Below: Comma
sunbathing on a path.

means Omany-angledO and relates to
the scalloped or ragged appearance of
the wings.

As a woodland edge species the
comma is well adapted. Those ragged
wings and their cryptic colouration,
along with the white OcommaO, break
up the outline, resulting in effective
camouflage when resting on dead
leaves. The punky caterpillars are
generally dark with a thick white stripe
down their backs, rather resembling
bird droppings. This increases their
chances of being overlooked by
hungry predators.

We are fortunate to see comma
butterflies in reasonable numbers
these days. In the nineteenth century
their UK population declined
substantially, possibly due to the
reduction in hop growing b the hop
(Humulus lupulus) was its main

caterpillar foodplant. However, it is
thought that the species evolved to be
able to use nettles (Urtica dioica) as a
foodplant, and since the 1930s the
population has revived. It is also
becoming more widespread rather
than just a southern butterfly. It may
be one of the few species that is
benefitting from climate change.
Perhaps the evolution of the
comma is being mirrored by its
punctuation namesake. The neglect of
the comma in social media appears to
be counteracted in regular prose by
the comma being used in place of
some full stops, long live the comma!
Marcus Charig

Bird life
Silent hunters

The barn owl, with its ghostly white
feathers and heart-shaped face, is one
of the most iconic birds of prey in the
UK. Known for its silent flight and
stealthy hunting techniques, this
magnificent bird is a true countryside
symbol. Its haunting appearance has
earned it the old country name
Ohushwing,® which aptly describes its
ability to glide noiselessly through the
night in search of prey.

A remarkable combination of
features allows the barn owl to be
such an effective hunter. The trailing
edges of its wings are lined with soft,
serrated feathers that reduce noise,
enabling the bird to fly almost silently.
Barn owls also have excellent night
vision, perfectly adapted for hunting in
low light. Their long legs, talons, and
highly sensitive ears, aided by their
distinctive facial discs, help them
locate prey even in tall grass or
underbrush. The facial discs act as a
sound funnel, directing noises into the
owl's keen ears, allowing it to detect
even the slightest movement on the
ground below.

The best times to see them are at
dawn or dusk, when their hunting is
most active. For more barn owl
information, visit the Hampshire & Isle
of Wight Wildlife Trust website:
www.hiwwt.org.uk/wildlife-explorer/
birds/birds-prey/barn-owl

Helen Skelton-Smith
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Local activities
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Tai chi is an ancient Chinese form of
exercise, best known for being done
slowly. 1tOs similar to a slow-motion
dance, because it consists of a long
sequence of connected movements B
from 24 to 108 or more B performed in
a relaxed manner and is usually taught
for its health benefits. Tai chiis a
westernised name: in China a, is
usually transliterated as t"ij’ which
represents the relationship between
yin and yang b two of the core
fundamentals of taoist philosophy
dating to around 500BC.

There are five main styles of tai chi:
Chen, Yang, Hao, Wu, and Sun. The
earliest is Chen-style which dates from
the seventeenth century, but Yang-
style, developed by Yang Luchon in
the early nineteenth century, is the
most popular.

WhatOs involved?
Tai chi is practised in a standing
position, so although it is weight
bearing it has low impact on the joints
because movements are slow and
even. This helps to strengthen the
bones. There is no getting up and
down from the floor.

Typically, a class will start with
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some gentle warm-up exercises,
followed by some gigong before
moving on to the tai chi routine. This
consists of a series of movements that
one gradually learns.

Benefits of tai chi

The Chinese believe that tai chi can
increase and extend our health and
longevity. It is a form of exercise that
you get better at the longer you do it,
despite increasing age.

It teaches us how to move safely
and to be aware of how we use our
body and where our centre of gravity
is, thus helping to prevent falls. It can
also improve balance and flexibility,
strenghten the legs and improve
cognitive function and memory.

Local classes

The Meon Valley Active Retirement
Association (MVARA) runs classes,
open to MVARA members, for the over
50s in Bishop's Waltham at the Jubilee
Hall on Wednesdays.

There are three classes: one for
Beginners; one Intermediate; one
Advanced. Anyone interested should
contact Linda Doswell,
lindadoswell17@gmail.com.

Roger Wingrove

Qigong

Like tai chi, gigong has its roots in
ancient Chinese martial art
exercises. The name combines two
Chinese words: gi, which can be
translated as breath or air as well as
the concept of the Ovital energyO
believed to circulate in the body, and
gong, which can be translated as
cultivation or achievement. Together
the words describe systems to
cultivate and balance life energy.

Qigong, as practised today,
developed in the 1950s as a means
to strengthen the body and promote
health and longevity. It combines co-
ordinated body-posture and
movement, breathing, and
meditation and may involve similar
flowing movements to tai chi or
stillness with prolonged holding of
specific postures and concentration
on the breath b rather as in some
forms of yoga.

Qigong has also developed as a
therapeutic treatment within
traditional Chinese medicine and is
now recognised as a "standard
medical technique" in China.




Around the footpaths

Local walks

A walk in the South Downs
around the Preshaw Estate

Much of this circular walk is on the P
parts of the WayfarerOs Walk, South
MonarchOs Way.

Distance: 7.7miles /12.4km. Walking

Terrain: There are pleasant distant
views from the South Downs Way
across open farmland. There is some
road walking but most is on tracks and
footpaths. As with any walk in winter,
there will be some muddy areas but,
unless there has been an excessive
amount of rain, it should be possible to
do this walk all year round. There are
five stiles but usually two are beside
open field gates.

Access: The walk starts where the
BishopOs Waltham to Corhampton road
bends to the right at the end of The
Hangars near Limekiln Lane and a
minor road goes straight ahead. There
is a patch of ground for parking
between the two roads.

reshaw Estate, taking in
Downs Way and

time: 2 D3 hours.

1. B3035 east of Dean to St
Clair's Farm. 1mile

From where you park the car proceed
along the minor road for mile to
Stakes Lane. The WayfarerOs Walk
joins from the right towards the end.
Cross Stakes Lane into Sailors Lane
and walk for mile until you reach the
entrance to St Clair's Farm on your
left.

2. St Clair's Farm to Lomer

Farm (Wayfarer's Walk).

2miles

Join the estate road following the
waymarked bridleway and WayfarerOs
Walk. Turn right at the next junction
after 130 yards and follow the road

until it ends. Continue straight ahead
through the middle of a field on a
bridleway towards woodland.

At a farm gate, proceed through a
pedestrian gate beside it into the wood
at Betty Mundy's Bottom. The footpath
goes round the edge of the wood
following the fence line of a large
house on the left until it reaches a
pedestrian gate into a field. At this
point, the path does not follow the
route shown on the OS maps until you
reach the double farm gate described
below.

Proceed straight ahead with the
field boundary on your right, turning
left uphill at the corner. Near the top of
the field, look out for a path through
the hedge line on your right, across a
track into another field. Continue
straight on with the field boundary on
your left. After a short distance, about
150 yards, look for a gap in the hedge
on your left with a rather odd OstileO
and not very obvious waymark post.
Go through a narrow piece of
woodland to a stile.
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Around the footpaths

Proceed diagonally to the right
across the field making for a large
double farm gate, beside which is a
rather awkward stile. (The farm gate
may not be padlocked!)

Turn left along a track and, at the
top of the hill, bear right ignoring a
track on your left. The track leads
downhill to a large field. Unless there
are cattle in the field, which is unusual,
the field gates will be open. Follow a
grass track straight ahead uphill until
you reach the second gate and a
concrete farm track. Continue along
the track to Lomer Farm. The area to
the east of Lomer Farm is the site of a
mediaeval village which became
depopulated in the 1500s partly as a
result of plague

3. Lomer Farm to Wind Farm.
0.6miles

At Lomer Farm keep to the left to join
the South Downs Way and MonarchOs
Way. The track turns left almost
immediately beyond the buildings and

Left: Distinctive waymarks for both
the WayfarerOs Walk and MonarchOs
Way can be useful. Right: By the
entrance to a farmhouse on the
Preshaw Estate.

follows a hedge line on the right all the
way to Wind Farm. Enjoy the
extensive views across the farmland
on your left. You will often see red
kites wheeling above you on this
stretch of the walk. There can be
some large puddles and mud on the
track near Wind Farm.

4. Wind Farm to Keeper's

Cottage. 1.3miles

At Wind Farm, turn left onto a
footpath, leaving the South Downs
Way and WayfarerOs Walk but
continuing on the MonarchOs Way on
tracks through the Preshaw Estate.
The track passes some houses on the
left before reaching a T junction,
where you turn left. (The track to the
right, which is not a right of way, leads
to Preshaw House, a substantial
mansion now divided into several
apartments.) Go through a pedestrian
gate beside a cattle grid and bear right
at a junction with another track and
right again around the grounds of a
substantial farmhouse

Left: Near
Lomer
Farm.

Below:
Preshaw
House.

on your left. (Look to your right to see
Preshaw House in the valley below.)
At the far end of the farmhouse
grounds, the track turns right with two
more cattle grids before going downhill
to Keeper's Cottage.

5. Keeper's Cottage back to
the start. 2.8miles
Turn left here and leave the MonarchOs
Way. The walk is now on an estate
road, Lower Preshaw Lane, until you
reach Stakes Lane. It passes through
Middle and Lower Preshaw hamlets.
At Stakes Lane, take the track
opposite, with Stephen's Castle Down
on your right, which eventually
becomes a tarmac road at Dean
Farm. This track can become a river in
extremely wet weather. Follow the
road round to the left until it takes a
right turn at Cleverly Cottages. Take a
bridleway straight ahead of you to the
left of the house (which can be
muddy), up a hill until you reach the
B3035 at the start.

David Street




Around the district

From our district and county councillors

Challenges and changes

As the saying often attributed to
Confucius goes: OMay you live in
interesting timesO. This sentiment feels
particularly relevant today as a wave
of reforms picks up pace to reshape
the foundations of local government
and planning.

The Government aims to ensure
Councils can sustainably provide
essential services while making
elected representatives more
accountable. While change is
necessary, it must not come at the
cost of democratic fairness or effective
representation. Large-scale reforms
must prioritise the voices of residents
and their local Councillors who
understand the unique challenges in
Hampshire and the Winchester district.

There are currently two key areas
of change underway with implications
for the Meon Valley: a ONew planning
regimeO and ODevolution and local
government reorganisationO.

Our Winchester and
Hants Councillors

Malcolm Wallace 07739 050224
mwallace@winchester.gov.uk
malcolm.wallace@hants.gov.uk
Danny Lee 07896 644504
dlee@winchester.gov.uk
Suzanne White 07944 010909
swhite3@winchester.gov.uk

Malcolm Wallace -
who is also our HCC
councillor.

Suzanne White

New planning regime

Planning reform centres on the revised

National Planning Policy Framework

(NPPF) introduced in December 2024.

Key changes include:
Mandatory housing targets:
Winchester District must increase
housing provision by 71% i.e. 1,157
new homes up from 676 homes per
year.
Focus on affordable housing,
particularly for social rent.
Sustainable development
presumption: stronger reasons will
be required to refuse planning
applications.

The new Winchester Local Plan is
nearing completion under the previous
NPPF rules and is expected to be
published later this year. It will remain
the current plan until an updated
NPPF-rules-based plan is delivered in
2027/28. We are proud to report, after
considerable effort, that the upcoming
Local Plan for late 2025 minimises
new development in the Meon Valley.

Meanwhile, the South Downs Local
Plan Review is progressing, with
public consultations scheduled for
early 2025 and adoption expected by
mid-2027.

We also await details on other
planning regime changes, including
measures to support nature recovery,
reformed planning committees, and
the proposed Infrastructure Act. These
reforms and unknown aspects from
the proposed ODevolution and local
government reorganisationOwill shape
how planning applications are
determined in the future.

Devolution and

reorganisation

The GovernmentOs English Devolution
White Paper, published in December
2024, sets the stage for significant
local authority reorganisation.
Hampshire County Council will provide
an Oexpression of interestO with a
proposal to join Southampton,
Portsmouth, and the Isle of Wight to
form a Strategic Combined Authority

with a Mayor. This most likely will
involve merging current District
Councils into unitary authorities.
Whether these proposals are accepted
by the Government will be known in
February/March 2025. If approved, the
May 2025 elections will be deferred to
2026, and reorganisation plans will be
submitted in Autumn 2025.

Sustainability, climate and

nature recovery

Winchester City Council (WCC) has
made progress in reducing its carbon
emissions through energy-efficient
buildings, solar power, and land
management. However, its recent
claims of achieving net-zero emissions
by excluding Scope 3 (indirect)
emissions are misleading. More work
is needed to meet original climate
targets.

Hampshire County CouncilOs
climate initiatives also show promise
but lack clear progress data or a
comprehensive plan to achieve net
zero by 2050.

WeOre excited to share that, thanks
to strong advocacy from your
Councillors, Winchester City Council
has agreed to develop a Nature
Improvement Plan. This plan will focus
on new initiatives to protect and
improve our local environment for
wildlife plus enhancing the natural
beauty of our area.

Food waste recycling

From October 2025, WCC will
introduce food waste collections for
residential properties, reaching all
households by April 2026. Food waste
will be diverted to anaerobic digestion
to reduce incineration and generate
clean energy.

A bright future

As we navigate these changes we
look forward to a bright future for the
Meon Valley. For now, it is business as
usual. Our commitment to fair
representation for Meon Valley
residents, sustainable growth and
making our Valley a great place to live
with environmental progress remains
unchanged.
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Around the district

BishopOs Walthan Photographic Society

Focussing on improving

camera skills

The year began with our AGM,
presentation of annual awards and a
fun, digital-knockout competition. One
of the annual awards is the Alan Inder
Shield for OMember of the YearO, which
was won by Gabor Kovacs. Gabor,
now free of committee duties, has
concentrated more on his photography
in the past year and the award is in
recognition of this together with thanks
from the committee for all his efforts in
various roles including Competition
Secretary and Chair.

The digital-knockout competition is
where images are uploaded into
OspecialO software, which pits images
against each other for the audience to
choose their favourite. The final winner
was OMisty MorningO B the River Meon

at Droxford taken with a phone
camera by Nicky Higgens.

The Society is looking forward to
another full programme of events in
2025 with emphasis on tutorial/
practical workshops that mirror the
varied photography interests of our
guest speakers. On 6th February we
will be welcoming Chris Dixon ARPS
who describes his photography as a
Oself-funding hobbyO. Chris will be
taking members through his Opost-
processing workflowO from the starting
image to the result after editing.

So, if you have had a new camera
for Christmas, want to re-kindle your
hobby or even find out how to improve
your skills using a camera phone, the
the BishopOs Waltham Photographic
Society will welcome you.

We meet once or twice a month at
St PeterOs Hall, Free Street, BishopOs
Waltham on Thursdays depending on
our calendar. For more information
visit our website or contact info@
bishopswalthamphotosociety.co.uk.

Dawn Blight

Left: Presenting the Alan Inder
Shield to Gabor Kovacs is Steve
Green LRPS the Society's Honorary
President. Below: Misty Morning by
Nicky Higgens.

Waltham Ramblers

Wrap up warm
for winter walks

Organised walks are held by The
Waltham Group of the Ramblers on
Wednesdays (mornings) and Sundays
(usually all day).
Newcomers are welcome but
please contact the leader beforehand
in case there is a change of plan.
Walks planned for February
include:
< Wednesday 5th February b
Shedfield via Shirrell Heath, 5 miles,
Mike 07762 120754. Start: 10am.
Park in Upper Church Road and
meet at junction with High Street,
S032 2JB.

< Sunday 9th February B Cheriton via
civil war battlefields, 7.1 miles,
Gareth 07867 523049. Bring a
picnic lunch. Start: 10am. Meet in
the recreation ground car park,
S024 0QH.

< Wednesday 12th February B
Droxford via Soberton, 5 miles,
David 07805 957030. Start: 10am.
Meet in the Square. Park there or in
the surrounding roads, SO32 3RB.

< Wednesday 19th February B Hinton
Ampner via Kilmeston, 4 miles,
Peter 07974 648970. Start: 10am.
From the A272 turn left into Hinton
Hill, follow the road through the
village and bear right at the junction.
Park at the roadside under trees
after a byway crosses the road,
S024 OLA.

< Wednesday 26th February B
Owslebury via Baybridge and Green
Hill, 5 miles, Gareth 07867 523049.
Start: 10am. Park where convenient
and meet by the church, SO21 1ET.

For further information about
Waltham Ramblers or walks in March
email delia.rampton@talktalk.net

Delia Rampton



Around the district

Wickham History Society

An updated history of
Wickham now available

Wickham History Society has
produced an updated edition of Bruce
Tappenden's A History of Wickham.
First published in 1996, we have
revised Bruce's local history text
where new information has become
available, added a new chapter
updating to 2024, and included an
improved index and brief biography
with a photograph of Bruce B
Wickham's last miller.
There are relatively few complete
histories of local villages round here,
although plenty of excellent selections
of articles, so perhaps this will inspire
someone locally too!
The book is on sale for £9 at
Pages and Wickham Market in
Wickham Square, and at Bruce's
Chesapeake Mill on Bridge Street.
For postal copies use the contact
form on the website with address for a
guote including P&P.
Future meetings of the society,
held at Wickham Community Centre at
7.30pm include:
25th February B Dr Nick Barratt b via
Zoom: Q216 and all that D the real
story of the Magna CartaO. In this
talk, Nick explores the background
to one of the most important
documents in British history

<25th March B Dave Allport © OKings
Theatre Portsmouth Then and NowO.

22nd April B Andrew Negusb
(outhampton: Gateway to the
EmpireO. How Southampton returned
to being a great port and left its
foppish OSpa B DaysO behind.
Annual membership is £10. If you
are not sure about joining, then why
not come along to a meeting as a
visitor? If you decide to join within 30
days, your £3 visitors fee goes
towards your annual membership fee.
To join the Wickham History
Society, please contact the Secretary
via the contact form on the website:
https://wickhamhistory.org.uk
Geoff Phillpotts

A History of

WICKHAM
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Watham Priory Probus Club

Enjoying lunch with a lecture

Waltham Priory Probus is a mixed
club of men and women. We are
welcoming and friendly and are able
to accept some new members at
present. We meet on the first
Tuesday of each month with a
speaker followed by lunch.

In December our Christmas Party
was much enjoyed with quizzes and a
Osing songO of Christmas songs
followed by a traditional Christmas
lunch, while in January we celebrated
with a OBurns lunchO followed by

Gerald Ponting talking about OThe
northern lightsO.

Our future programme includes:
%4 th February B Geoff Watts on

OBotley and William CobbettO.
% 4th March b Club AGM.
% 1st April Mike Read on OThe
Falkland IslandsO.

For more information about joining
us please contact our secretary at
holmesmarion53@gmail.com or
01489 784252

Martin Cooke, Chairman
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Meon Valley U3A
Interesting
speakers heading
Into spring

Future meetings of Meon Valley U3A

are:

%4th February: Lyndon Palmer talking
on OAnglo-Saxon DetectivesO. Well,
were there any Saxon detectives?
They had Reeves and Hundreds
Courts, but no prisonsb or do | mean
todayOs detectives? If you would like
to find out, simply come along.

% 18th February: Joe Marsden will talk
on OCoast watchO. Maybe you have
seen or visited these coastal
buildings where volunteers watch
our shores?

%4th March: We hope to have Donna
Jones talking on her job as
Hampshire Police and Crime
Commissioner.

«18th March: Tony Kippenberger will
talk on OHenri de BloisO. This is a
new talk and it should be fascinating
to hear how this bishop developed
Winchester Cathedral in the twelfth
century.

We meet every first and third
Tuesday at 2pm at the Wickham
Community Centre during the lecture
season.

Everybody is welcome. Guests,
who pay £2 to defray speaker costs,
will get an especially warm welcome.
Tea and biscuits are provided after the
talk, and we always have pre-loved
books for charitable sale.

Lyndon Palmer
07881991763,
lyndonplmr@gmail.com
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Meet & Eat
Come and support

Macmillan

Meet & Eat, which is a lunch club
gathering each month at The White
Lion in Soberton, is holding a
Macmillan Coffee morning on Friday
28th February at Rookesbury Village
Hall from 10.30am to 12.30pm.

There will be coffee, tea, savouries,
biscuits and cakes as well as cakes
for sale.

Macmillan Cancer Support raised
almost £17million in 2024 by
encouraging individuals and groups to
hold fund-raising coffee mornings, so
do come with your friends to support
this fantastic charity.

Sue Musselwhite

New Chair needed

The Meon Valley Food Bank works
with families throughout the Meon
Valley providing much-needed food
whilst also helping them to be in touch
with other means of available support.

WeOre looking for a new Chair of
Trustees to guide and encourage the
established leadership team. The new
Chair needs to demonstrate:
*»Well-developed leadership skills
<Excellent communication skills, and
»A passion for providing support to

those in need.

You should be comfortable working
in a Christian environment and be an
active and committed member of a
local church.

For further information about the
role and how to apply, please scan the
QR code above or visit our website:
www.meonvalleyfoodbank.co.uk/new-
chair

David Proud
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Dates for your diaries

Every Thursday 6.30pmb10pm, Swanmore Bridge Club, Paterson Centre.
Every Friday 2pmb4pm, MVARA Scrabble, Paterson Centre.

1st February: 7pm, Swanmore Village Hall, Quiz and Pudding Night.

4th February: Botley, Waltham Priory Probus Club,Geoff Watts on OBotley
and William CobbettO.

4th February: 2pm, Wickham Community Centre, U3A meeting, Lyndon
Palmer on OAnglo-Saxon DetectivesO.

5th February: 10am, Waltham Ramblers, Shedfield via Shirrell Heath (see
p.22 for other February walks).

8th February: 9.45amb12noon, MarshOs Meadows, Swanmore Conservation
Group work party.

12th February: 8pm, Paterson Centre, Swanmore Society, Stephen Hoadley
on ODomestic Technology: We Had One of Those!O.

18th February: 1.45-4.30pm, Paterson Centre, Nostalgic Film Club.

18th February: 2pm, Wickham Community Centre, U3A meeting, Joe
Marsden on OCoast watchO.

18th February: 7.30pm, St PeterOs Church Hall. BishopOs Waltham WI, OCPH
and how to use a defbrillator® with the local Heart Start Team.

22nd February: 10am to 1pm, Hambledon Village Hall, Greener Homes
Surgery (pre-booking required, see p.6).

28th February: 10.30amb12.30pm, Rookesbury Village Hall, coffee morning
in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support.

4th March: 2pm, Wickham Community Centre, U3A meeting, Donna Jones,
Hampshire Police and Crime Commissioner.

7th March: 2pm, St JohnOs,Shedfield, World Day of Prayer service.

8th March: 9.45amb12noon, MarshOs Meadows, Swanmore Conservation
Group work party.

18th March: 1.45-4.30pm, Paterson Centre, Nostalgic Film Club.

18th March: 2pm, Wickham Community Centre, U3A meeting, Tony
Kippenberger on OHenri de BloisO.

18th March: 7.30pm St Peter Os Church Hall. BishopOs Waltham WI, Maureer
Levenson on OAssociated country women of the worldO.

19th March: 7.30pm, Wickham Community Centre,Wickham History Society
Dave Allport on OKings Theatre Portsmouth Then and NowO .

19th March: 7.30pm, Start of St BarnabasO Lent Course Bfull details,
programme, and venues p.2.

19th March: 8pm, Paterson Centre, Swanmore Society, AGM.

22nd Marsh: 9amb12.30pm, Church of Our Lady Queen of Apostles,
BishopOs Waltham, table-top sale in aid of Across.

1st April: Botley, Waltham Priory Probus Club, Mike Read on OThe Falkland
IslandsO.

5th April: Broad Lane Recreation Ground. Swanmore Preschool Easter egg
hunt and bonnet parade

5th April: 7pm for 7.30pm, St Barnabas, Hampshire Police Male Voice Choir.

12th April: 9.45amB12noon, MarshOs Meadows, Swanmore Conservation
Group work party.

15th April: 1.45-4.30pm, Paterson Centre, Nostalgic Film Club.

24thb26th April: 7.30pm, Swanmore Village Hall, SADS production The
Ghost Train (revised).

26th April: 10amBb1pm, Village Centre car park, BarnabyOs classic cars.

26th April: 10.30amb12noon, Paterson Centre, coffee morning in aid of Royal
British Legion.

26thb27th April: 1B5pm, Swanmore Open Gardens; tickets and teas at the
Paterson Centre.
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We will deliver for free within a 20-mile

radius of Swanmore, Hampshire:

5% discount available on orders
of 12 bottles or more.

WESSEX REGION

South Downs Funeral Service
Funeral Directors & Memorial Consultants

L Our Wickham Funeral

FUNERAL SERVICY

Home Is Moving
- Not far away, just across the roc

in The Square, quite literally a few yards away from our previous ofbce.

Thorn Cottage is located next to The Old Tea House, CafZ, Bistro and Wine Bar.

After an extensive refurbishment of the building we are making plans to offer a full stonemasonry and counselling
We look forward to seeing you all, whether it is for care and support, or merely a chat to put the world to rights!

Your Local, Independenl & I'amily (’M'ned ["'uneral
Homes of Denmead, Wickham & Clanficld

Our Clanpbeld Funeral Home Our Denmead Funeral Home OUR NEW WICKHAM ADDRESS
43 Drift Road, Clanbeld PO8 0JS The Old Post Ofpce House, Hambledon Road,  Thorn Cottage, The Square, Wickham, Fareham,
Tel: 02392 570239 Denmead PO7 6NN | Tel: 02392 231567 Hants PO17 5JT | Tel: 01329 833920
clanbeld@southdownsfuneralservice.com care@southdownsfuneralservice.com wickham@southdownsfuneralservice.com

Gold Charter Funeral Plans
4 24 hour, local and personal service
Golden Charter : Floristry Service | Stonmasonry service
s No deposits required
Fully accredited and regulated member of SAIF
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Hampshire, SO24 9AU
01962 798789
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RJ Ralls

solid fuel services
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| Chimney Sweep
I
, W(&&H#E6GHD .+'9 - Y39 Fully qualified and registered

Certificates issued

o,abe's
@' Contact Rob on07795 060 270

jralls.co.uk
fye care rjra
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"#$%& 5%’ ((I 2 as A4 | eas 2
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SJ8

S.J.B SERVICES
Tree and Hedge
Maintenance
AGRICULTURAL, EQUESTRIAN A Fully tqlt{alibed and insured J‘;g@
& DOMESTIC FENCING PR =~ .

A Local reliable service based in Swanmore

Contact Simon for aFREEquotation on:

01489 890577 | 07976 264719

simonbrn3@googlemail.com

@s.j.b.services
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EXPERT TAX ADVICE
WITH A HUMAN FACE

WATCHING OUT FOR THE NEXT
GENERATION

Is IHT a factor in making my Will? Is a Family Trust a good idea?

PROPERTY OR WORK OVERSEAS

How does it affect my tax if | live, work or have property abroad?

FOR ENTREPRENEURS

Am | the only one wondering whether itOs worth all the aggro?

PERSONAL TAX

What is the best way to order my tax affairs, in full compliance
with the law?

SELLING MY BUSINESS

How much tax will | pay? What is my business worth?

M@&JS :,ze o
TAX EXPERTISE
Oakleaf, Ludwells Lane, Waltham Chase, Southampton, SO32 2NP

t: 01489 899102 e: nicholas@nicholasridgecta.co.uk
www.hicholasridgecta.co.uk

ALAN SHAWYER

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE REPAIRS

» Washing Machines ¢
« Tumble Dryers «

« Dishwashers

» Cookers & Refrigeration

T: 01489 895165
M: 07815 054077

G. RIXON LTD.

LT HSURE " (")F +&- ', . /1 $&- 1,- &I %D
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safe
APPROVED CONTRACTOR REGISTER

01329 834600
enquiries@g-rixon-ltd. co. uk

WWW. g-rixon-ltd.co. uk
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Carmpentry & Building
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Christopher GuZnier

01489 890738
07962 641796

d@iﬁ;

CPSLtd, Orchardlea

Swanmore, Hampshire. SO32 2QZ
info@computerproblemssolvedItd.co.uk
www.cps-Itd.org.uk
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All Aspects of Glass & Glazing
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Replacement Double Glazed Units
Remedial work to Windows & UPVC Doors
Emergency Lock Outs

. 6789:'9:2;8;'
Lock Replacements for Windows & UPVC Doors
1"#$%%
&#H'$H(')*%+),-./01",2%3456(')*%71),-8",2%%
. 96:")*%+),-:/01",2%<)=56')*%8),-0",
Steve West: 07718 513283 )y <)=56)"%8)
Email: bootneck67@icloud.com " =
LOREAL =
Based in Swanmore - n @ L )

Richard’s Grass

Cutting and Hedge
Trimming Services

~ * Call for a free

TN

estimate

* 7 days to accept or
cancel
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Carpentry ¥Joinery

I'HSYS& H(S&)&*+,%+"%" #$%,+-*.-$.,

Built-in Iounge| Study and bedroom furniture
Doors fitted| Woodwork repairs
Custom built project$ Building services

Tel: 01489 356921

Email: tim.millier @gmail.com
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DIAMOND

Carpentry & Construction™

All Aspects of Carpentry & Building Work Undertaken

Exensons - Refurbishments - New Buikds
Fully Fted Kichens & Batwoons - Doors & Windows
Bespoke Jonery - Car Ports & Garden Buidngs
Decking & Fencng - Landscapng

A ed & inumd (V) Relable & Try IOy Servies V) Mygh Quaity Werkmasip

Contact Mike Emmence for a free quotation
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vob: 07530 966318 11 01489 895316

Email: sales@diamondcarpentry.com

www.dlamondcarpentry.com
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OSCAR EMERY
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@ TREE CARE

OSCAR EMERY - Qualified, Passionate and
Reliable Arborisl, covering all of Hampshire

tySe
Guilds
NPTC

Qualified

All aspeclts of tree work
@ ST eI

07399 7002395
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INTERIOR &
EXTERIOR
DESIGN &

DECORATION

Full Colour Schemes Available

For free, friendly advice and quotes please call
Philip Broad - Tel023 9281 2042Mobile: 07720 604035

4XDOLAHG ,QWHULRU 'HVLJQ
Flat 7, Dymond House, Gisors Road, Southsea, PO4 8GZ
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MFC Electrical Lta

Michael Capell

Email: mcapell95@gmail.com|
Mobile: 07973 407875
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SEASONED LOGS
FOR SALE

Half or full load delivered

For further details call John on

07940 357839

Woodlea Nursery Durley

N.W. STUBBINGTON LTD

Internal Painting & Decoration
' .

Telephone
07967 002885

.
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BURRQW <

Septic Tank Owners
register your interest
in a fully-funded upgrade

.4

Due to the Phosphate pollution in your local
river catchment we are operating a septic tank
replacement scheme using private funding.

We install wastewater treatment plants that
remove almost all pollutants, with funding secured
from planning applicants who need to create a
positive impact on the environment.

Register on our website today.

burrow-environmental.com 01935 507 508

e -

&,
g R~ ICAEW
. 2 CHARTERED
@ § = ACCOUNTANTS
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| THE DOG ROOM
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P. Graham Electrical Ltd

7 : —
&

=
senawnt 72 RIS WIVAIA
————

ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN TV ECA
Domestic - Commercial - Industrial

Installation of Electric Car Charger including OLEV grant

Tel: 01489 890555 (answer phone) Mobile: 07766 525524
Email: pgrahamelectrical@tinternet.com
Based: Hoe Road, Bishop® Waltham

Bathing, Clipping, Scissoring
& Hand Stripping
Nails, Ears and Glands

Quiet handling,
professionally trained

Microchip service with
National reg - vet & KC trained

Tel: Waltham Chase 01489 892272
or 07710 622881




g Meon lesors,

il lve music

IMusI|C &more

W

| \\
8 W
e}h vy

i1t singin iano / keyboard
tumon exagm%upgort teghnology

live music
also recordings

=0

theory

wedding packages

( bands, duos,
soloists

large and small events

compositions  !"accompaniments

WWW.meonmusic.net

Call: 07934 791134

Lower Chase Road, Swanmore

on lessons
8.30ambl10am

Planning - Building Regulation
Architectural Services

If you're planning on an extension, loft conversion or any
alteration to your home it's always best to get
professional advice,

Free consulations from a lecal fully qualified
Architectural Technician

Telephone Dean on 07714058475 a

N

WHITE ROSE PLUMBING

All Plumbing Work From Bathroom Suites
To Tap Washers - To Blocked Drains

Contact

Russell Beaumont

Tel: 01489 893419 - Mob: 07843 586366
Email: whiteroseplumb@googlemail.com

Charity No: 801230
; 1
[ 4 4 F
Swanmore Pre-School
v '\‘ - 01. uﬁ"w b e e

Church road, Swanmore SO32 2PA
www.swanmorepreschool.org.uk

We are open Monday-Friday 8.30am-3.30pm,
term time.

We oler Rexible start and Pnish times.

We are registered for children aged 2-5 years.

¥ Located in a purpose-built building for
Early years

¥ Indoor and outdoor learning environments

¥ Experienced professional and friendly sta!

¥ We work closely with families and Carers to
support learning & development

¥ Approved to oler 15 and 30 hours EYE
funding and 2 year funding

To bPnd out more please email:
sarah.hiscock@swanmorepreschool.org.uk

or contact us on
01489-893779 or 07958 436396

CHAMBERLAINX

FAMILY SOLICITORS

Residential Conveyancing
Commercial Property
Probate & Wills
Estate Administration
Lasting Powers of Attorney

JQCHK>DLA# @ @!
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:;;'_4 ) \‘" Planning work % -
—x“ Bngklaylr]g. ' Dlgge( Hire. Y
-y~ Civil Engineering. Drainage. -
1 UPVC Windows & Doors. Fencing. T
-y~ Plastic Fascia & Sofpt. Plastering.

1 Concrete. Driveways. T
Loft Conversion. Plumbing. 4
Roobng Pitch & Flat. Garages. X

~xr—=} Painting. Carpentry. X
X"} Conservatories. Electrics. X
—1 For Free Estimates please phone —

1 Rob X

FDUV 01489 - 891801 ==

' CM!MNEY SWEEP

WProfessmnal & comprehensive service
X Stringent dust control methods observed

X Bird guards & weather cowls btted
XWood stoves & multi-fuel stoves serviced
XFlue inspection & airf3ow testing

X Calls taken seven days a week

UD G 01962 734029
Mobile: 07721 458067

|
M. R. CHASE BUILDING COMPANY LTD.
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AdvertisersO Directory

Animal services
The Dog Room

32

Building/carpentry/property

maintenance
M R Chase
Lee Cooper
Dean Architectural Technician
Diamond Carpentry
R & G Gamblin
Tim Millier Carpentry

Chimneys/logs
Chimney Sweep
R J Ralls
Woodlea Nursery

Computer services
Computer Problems Solved

Educational/childcare
Sallie Smith
Swanmore Pre-School

Electrical services
P Graham Electrical
MFC Electrical Ltd

G Rixon Ltd

Fencing
RJS Fencing Contractor

Financial/legal services
Butler & Co

Chamberlains

Nicholas Ridge

Food & drink
Wyches Vineyard

Funeral services
South Downs Funeral Service
Richard Steel & Partners

Gardening/forestry
Oscar Emery Tree Care
Richard®s Grass Cutting
SJB Services

Gerald M Vivian
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Glass & windows
Steve West

Hairdressers
Shades of Sweetpea

Health services
Piers Spencer Osteopath
SaxbyOs Eye Care

Household services

Alan Shawyer Appliance
Repairs

Creating Space

Motor repairs
TaylorOs Garage

Music
Meon Music

Painting and decorating
Philip Broad

R J Fisher

Mark & June Mason

N W Stubbington Ltd

Plumbing/heating
William Fleming

J D Humphrey Ltd

G Rixon Ltd

White Rose Plumbing

Printers
Solent Design

Septic tanks
Burrow Environmental
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To advertise in
The Swanmore Link
please contact
John Austin on
01489 893409 or
j.austin830@talktalk.net

If you contact any of
our advertisers
please remember to
say that you found
them in
The Swanmore LInk
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