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Join
The Swanmore Link
editorial team

Swanmore’s bi-monthly community magazine is
looking to grow its voluntary editorial team. If you
enjoy local news and would be able to take on
tasks such as commissioning and encouraging
contributions, sub-editing, writing copy, pagination,
layout design, sourcing images of suitable quality,
proof reading, pre-press preparation, deciding the
print run and liaising with the printer for delivery,
we would love to hear from you. No previous
publication experience needed; the magazine
format is well-established with a few regular
contributors.

The current editor’s agreed five-year term of
office ends in December 2025 and we are keen to
get a team on board for a smooth handover.

To ensure the responsibility is shared, we are
looking for a small group to form an Editorial
Committee (alongside representatives from the
PCC). You would need your own computer,
access to suitable software and good IT skills in
this area.

Please contact Dave (07941 777448) or Janet
(01489 894942) or email:
churchwardens@stbarnabas.org.uk with any
guestions or to tell us a bit about yourself and how
you could play a part.

The Swanmore Link is published by the Parochial
Church Council of Swanmore six times a year.

Advertising: John Austin 01489 893409

Distribution: Sue de Vere 01489 892768

Editor: Penny Clive 01489 895923
editor@stbarnabas.org.uk

Editorial team: Caroline Edser, Allison Gurry

Village directory: Roger de Vere 01489 892768
deverer2@gmail.com

Front Cover: Photograph by Berty Ferrone
Back Cover: Photographs by Peter Mason

Printing managed by Jellyfish Solutions
© Swanmore PCC 2024

The Swanmore Link

The Swanmore Link — which is free of charge to
all residents — can be collected from The Link
(between the church and the Paterson Centre)
whenever it is open, generally between 9am and
5pm each day.

If you are housebound or disabled and unable
to collect your magazine then please contact Sue
de Vere on 01489 892768 who can arrange
delivery.

The magazine can also be posted to you at a
cost of £15 p.a. to cover postage. To arrange
payment please contact
treasurer@stbarnabas.org.uk.

The Swanmore Link can also be read online
at the St Barnabas website (https://
stbarnabas.org.uk/information-hub). If you would
like to be alerted by email when the online
version is available please contact the Parish
Office (office@stbarnabas.org.uk).




From the Vicarage

Not a good Christmas?

— T

For the fragile planet on
which we live, this has
been another year filled
with darkness: ongoing
poverty; armed conflict in
so many places; many
people’s lives devastated
by extreme weather; the
challenging issues of mass
migration...and many
other things. With all this
going on, is there any
sense in regarding
Christmas as a Christian festival, or should it just
become a superficial expression of escapism and a
chance to do everything in excess?

Many in the “first world” already celebrate Christmas
with indulgence of all kinds; but if you have ever been
lucky enough to be in a poorer country when Christmas
is celebrated, you would have witnessed an infectious
and deep joy — particularly from those who embrace
Christ — not as a comfort blanket, but as the
embodiment of life, joy, hope and sorrow truly shared.

| cannot begin to understand (or accept) why there is
so much pointless and terrible suffering in this world.
Neither can | ignore the call that touches my heart and
mind, and whispers through the lives of ordinary and
extraordinary people, both here and abroad — a call
from the deepest part of my being and from within and
beyond this awesome universe. It is a call both eternal
and mystical, but also all-too-human. It is a call from a
cross (amidst unbelievable anguish and pain) and from
the other side of an empty tomb (where love cannot die)
and it will call to us all — gently but passionately around
25th December — from a dirty manger in a stinking,
poverty-ridden stable.

Revd Andy Davis

We encourage everybody to pray for the
people of Ukraine, Gaza and Israel. For
those who have power to work for peace,
for those made homeless in the conflicts
and for all those who are suffering,
grieving

and living
in fear.

To answer it does not
mean deliverance from
pain, from doubt, from

selfishness. To answer w *

it can stir within us e
hope, love and joy, m
and whisper that

there is less we need to live,
to truly live, than we realised. Above all,
to answer this “still, small voice” is to begin not to
see someone before us who is older, or younger, or
black, or white, or an “outsider”, or even “that pain in the
neck”: it is to see a unique and precious human being,
whose life has as much eternal significance as the life
that lies within that manger.

O God, the source of all insight,

whose coming was revealed to the nations

not among men of power

but on a woman'’s lap;

give us grace to seek you

where you may be found,

that the wisdom of this world may be humbled

and discover your unexpected joy,

through Jesus Christ, Amen. (Janet Morley)

May you discover how Christmas can be truly happy.

With love,

iy

The Revd Andy Davis

07709 919602
vicar@stbarnabas.org.uk
revd.andydavis@gmail.com

St Barnabas

From the registers

Baptisms

29th September — Molly
Caroline Richins

Funerals

14th October — Valerie
Sinclair Newell

29th October — Patricia Ann
Miller

5th November — Cynthia
Elizabeth Mary Dorman

Interment of ashes
5th November — Bill Jones




From St Barnabas’ Church

Services in December and January

Sunday 1st December Sunday 29th December
Advent Sunday First of Christmas

8am Holy Communion No 8am

10am All Age Communion Toy Service. 10am Sung Communion
Robert the Bear is making a return visit with his

new friend, Melanie. Last year, he couldn't come Sunday 5th January

as he was moving house but looks forward to Feast of the Epiphany

being with us again, representing the Roberts'
Centre. As usual, he will be very grateful for
a— any new or almost new
] toys, books and games
which he will share among
children and teenagers
who don't have many
presents at Christmas. (He
may struggle to find homes
for very large items.)

8am Holy Communion
10am Sung Communion

Bartolomé Esteban Murillo

Sunday 12th January
First of Epiphany

Feast of the Baptism of
Christ

No 8am

10am Sung Communion

Sunday 8th December
Second of Advent

No 8am

10am Sung Communion

Sunday 15th December
Third of Advent

8am Holy Communion

Piero della Francesca

10am Sung Communion

with Christingles Sunday 19th January
Second of Epiphany
Sunday 22nd December 8am Holy Communion
Fourth of Advent 10am Café Church
No 8am
10am Sung Communion Sunday 26th January
6.30pm Candlelit Carol Third of Epiphany

No 8am
10am Sung Communion

Service

Tuesday 24th December
Christmas Eve

5pm Crib Service
11.15pm Midnight Mass

Wednesday 25th December
Christmas Day

8am Holy Communion

10am All Age Communion

Gerrit van Honthorst




Church news

St Barnabas social and fundraising

Some great events with
more to come

With several tyros among the 34
players, play at “Oh Heck!” on 21st
September was slow to start with but,
after our usual fish and chips supper, it
picked up and the evening was a
success. The overall winner was Vicky
Cronin, but it was tight at the top;
furthermore the winning junior (Jessica
Pickard) was only one point away from
fourth place.

Beer and Hymns on 12th October
was similarly successful. Once again
Peter Fellows and Nick Whitehead
had put together a great programme
and this year Claire Eathorne shared
the piano playing, enabling Peter to
relax and just sing for some of the
time.

The kitchen team worked their
usual miracle of turning a heap of
ingredients into a beautifully

presented,

ploughman’s
and then
clearing up
the resulting

debris. This was a thoroughly

enjoyable evening with attendance up

from 55 last year to 64. | already have

a reservation for 2025.

Future events include:

47th December — “Silent Night”
(details right).

414th December — Children’s film and
tea in St Barnabas and The
Paterson Centre. This is a free
event; children must be
accompanied by an adult. Doors
open 2pm.

4+1st February — “Quiz & Pudding
Night” 7pm in the Village Hall:
Tickets £10 Adults, £5 under-16s,
bring your own drinks, teams of up
to eight. This was a great event last
year with 16 teams just about filling
the Village Hall. Once again we are
fortunate to have Sarah Woodman
to set the questions and Alastair
Walton as quizmaster. So, to be
sure of getting a ticket, book now:
contact events@stbarnabas.org.uk,
John Sharpe 01489-892750 or
Sarah Woodman 07771 801579.

John Sharpe

wonderful
Nostalgic Film Club

Now with an even bigger TV

The first two meetings demonstrated
that we needed to move out of the
Church into The Paterson Centre and
that a bigger screen was needed in
there. We appealed to four
organisations for grants towards a
new larger television and all four
came up trumps.

Not only that but we were able to
afford an even bigger TV than we'd
hoped for. So, thanks to Swanmore
Parish Council, Bishop’s Waltham
Rotary, Meon Valley Lions and
Barnaby’s, the fourth meeting on 8th
October saw the first use of a
wonderful 85inch TV system.

Everyone really enjoyed South
Pacific — comfortable chairs, warm

room, hot cuppa, big picture and
good sound. Now that we have the
necessary equipment and St
Barnabas PCC have agreed to waive
hire fees for the hall, films will be free.

The next meetings are on 12th
November and 10th December.
Thereafter, in response to pressure
from the members, meetings will be
switched to the 3rd Tuesday of each
month.

Please note that licensing
restrictions ban advertising which
films will be shown outside the
Church buildings, but you can always
ask me.

John Sharpe

Christmas
music at
St Barnabas

Celebirating
Silent Night

There is still time to book for Silent
Night — a concert to welcome the
Christmas season in St Barnabas on
7th December. There will be a
cappella music sung by Winchester
Consort and readings voiced by
Shuna Rose and Aelwen Emmett.

The programme will include
beautiful settings of traditional
Christmas carols as well as some
more unusual Christmas pieces, all
arranged for unaccompanied voices.
Readings will include an extract from A
Christmas Carol, “Mole's Christmas”
from Wind in the Willows, and poems
by Thomas Hardy and U A Fanthope.

There will be a bar before the
concert and during the interval, when
tea and coffee will also be served.
Doors and bar will open at 7pm, and
the concert starts at 7.30pm. Tickets
are £10, under-16s free, available
from John Sharpe 01489 892750,
Susie Fellows 07969 144759 and
ticketsource.co.uk/st-barnabas-
church-swanmore

Susie Fellows

St Barnabas
Christmas flowers

The church flower team will be holding
a coffee morning at the Paterson
Centre on 30th November from
10.30am to 12noon to raise funds for
the flowers used to decorate the
church at Christmas.

There will be Christmas gifts, a
sundries table, cake stall and raffle so
do please come and help us.

Juliet Helbren




From Swanmore Methodist Church

Minister’s Message

I love a good groaner of a joke, and there’s no groaner
like a cracker joke. So, how about this: What did the
third wise man say to Mary and Joseph after the first
two had given their gold and frankincense? “But wait,
there’s myrrh!”

The wise men are an awkward addition to the
Christmas narrative in some ways. They add a bit of
exotic bling to the Nativity plays and have the mystique
of not being all that fleshed out in Matthew’s account.
And their gifts to Jesus offer a prophetic insight into
His nature as King, Priest and Sacrifice. But they also
precede one of the darkest moments in the gospels —
the massacre of the infants of Bethlehem.

This awful episode is — understandably — absent
from Nativity plays, but also is often excluded from
Epiphany as well. | can understand the reticence about
bringing it up: it does rather put a crimp on the festive
cheer, after all.

But like the third wise man in the joke, their arrival
warns: “There’s more”; and even after Herod's atrocity,
we can say: “There’s still more”. The warning of the
upcoming massacre reminds us that, even in the midst

Remembering that hope follows tragedy

of festivities and jollity, there
are people amongst us for
whom Christmas is a painful
or lonely time of year.

At Shirrell Heath Methodist
Church we will be holding our
annual “Blue Christmas”
service on December 23rd at
4pm, for anyone who finds
Christmastime a struggle. As the verses in Matthew’s
gospel remind us, even the most tyrannical and
despotic enemy will not go on forever, and when they
are gone, Christ remains. Triumph and tragedy.
Tragedy and triumph.

Christmas is a blending of the two, as heaven
meets earth and the spiritual and physical realms are
shaken to their core. This Christmas and Epiphanytide,
may you remember those who struggle while you
celebrate; may you remember that tragedy does not
have the last word if you are struggling; and may your
Christmases be blessed and peaceful, one and all.

Revd Phil Griffin

Half term treat

Get ready for Eco Champs!

Swanmore Methodist Church is

planning “Eco Champs!” — a fun day ‘
for children aged four to 14 during the
February half term holiday.

Come along and learn how you can
do your bit to help our planet and
environment.

Eco Champs! will be held at the
church on Wednesday 19th February
from 10.30am to 2.30pm when
children can make edible “mini beasts”
and enjoy drama, games and music
with lunch.

To book your places
contact
Mavisdaniels@talktalk.net
and please tell us about
any allergies your
children may have.

Mavis Daniels

Festive lunch
Finding company
at Christmas

Swanmore Methodist Church is
again organising a Christmas lunch
at 12.30 for 1pm for anyone who will
be home alone on Christmas Day.

If you live in Swanmore or
surrounding villages and may be
lonely and wishing for company at

this time then come and 'ﬂ'
0

join us for Christmas lunch  «

%
%

f N
Litte

with pleasant, cheerful

company. Limited

transport will be available.
Please let us know

if you would like to

come by Sunday

1st December

by contacting me

at emalil

h_currie@sky.com

or ring 07775988104.




From Swanmore Methodist Church

Swanmore Methodist Church
Chapel Road, Swanmore, SO32 20QB

y |

Superintendent Minister: Revd Phil Griffin
Tel: 01329 833518
Email: rev_phil@outlook.com

Loving God  Loving our community Making disciples for Jesus
Sunday Services in December and January

All services will commence at 10.30am unless otherwise noted.

There will be a warm welcome for all who wish to join us for these

services and please stay for tea and coffee afterwards

1st December

8th December

15th December

22nd December

22nd December at 6pm
24th December at 11.30pm
25th December at 9.45am
5th January

12th January

19th January

26th January

Revd Gill Bailey
Local arrangement

Mark Tizzard

Peter Castle
Richard Cole

Kathy Elvy

In need of Prayer?

Place your prayer request in the post box on the wall
next to the Chapel entrance, add your contact details
if you would like a visit and we’ll be in touch, or visit
our website.

Eco Champs!

Wednesday 19th February, 10.30am-2.30pm
Children aged four upwards welcome.

Games, drama, music, craft and lunch. See p.4 for
more details. Please email Mavisdaniels@talktalk.net
to reserve your places

Final Frontier

Saturday 11th January, 10.30-12noon

A bi-monthly café style “get together” to give people
within our church and broader community a space to
talk about the practicalities of life, death, dying,
funerals, grief and loss. The topic for this meeting:
DNR (Do Not Resuscitate)

For more information contact Helen Currie —
stewards@s-m-c.org.uk

Coffee and Company

Weekly on Tuesdays at 10am to 12noon.

Enjoy company, coffee, tea and biscuits/craft; if you
would like to bring knitting/sewing etc. or just come
along for a chat we will be pleased to see you.

Website: http://www.swanmoremethodistchurch.org.uk

Revd Phil Griffin — Holy Communion
Carol Service — Kathy Elvy

Midnight Communion — Revd Phil Griffin
Christmas Service —

Revd Bob Kitching —

Kathy Elvy
Covenant Service & Holy Communion

Thursday Fellowship

We hold a Fellowship meeting every Thursday from
2.30pm to 3.30pm — an opportunity to meet with
fellow Christians for prayer, Bible reading and
discussion. Meetings are held in the Church and
everyone is welcome. If you would like more details,
please contact Jill Letts — 01489 896182; email —
jill.letts47 @gmail.com.

TLC (Tuesday Ladies’ Club)

10th December at 7.30pm — Carols and Cake
14th January at 12.30pm — Soup Lunch with a
speaker from the Samaritans

All ladies welcome. £3.00 per meeting

Men’s Group

19th December at 7.30pm — Christmas Quiz and
mince pies

16th January at 7.30pm —thc

All are welcome and there will be light refreshments.

For further details contact Martin Letts on 01489

896182.

Looking for somewhere to hold an event?

Our premises are now available for hire. Please visit
the “Use our venue” page on the church website for
details or email: swanmoremclettings@gmail.com.

Find us on [}




Getting ready for Christmas

Panto time

If you hurry, you may still
be able to find tickets
for this year’s panto
from Swanmore
Amateur Dramatic
Society.

Humpty Dumpty and the

Christmas services

At St Barnabas

Sunday 22nd December
6.30pm Candlelit Carol Service

Christmas Eve
5pm Crib Service
11.15pm Midnight Mass

Christmas Day
8am Holy Communion
10am All Age Communion

At Swanmore

Methodist Church

Sunday 22nd December
6pm Carol service

Christmas Eve
11.30pm Midnight Communion

Christmas Day
9.45am Christmas Service

At Our Lady Queen of

Apostles
Sunday 15th December
6pm Advent Carol Service

Christmas Eve
8pm Vigil Mass and First Mass of
Christmas

Christmas Day
9.30am Mass

Magic Wall by Limelight Scripts is on
Thursday 28th, Friday 29th and
Saturday 30th November at
Swanmore Village Hall. Curtain up
each evening is at 7.30pm and at 2pm
for the Saturday matinée.

Ticket prices are adults £10,
children £5, with all Saturday evening
tickets priced at £10 (children must be
four years or over).

Tickets are on sale at
ticketsource.co.uk/swanmoredrama or
call 01489 894955 or 01489 893639
to check on availabilty

... or some others

If you've missed the village panto
then there is still the opportunity for
some seasonal fun at Winchester’s
Theatre Royal where Mother Goose
runs from Saturday 30th November to
Sunday 5th January. Livestream
options are also available from 22nd
December to 29th December if you'd
rather watch from home.

Written by James Barry and Robin
Belfield with music by Simon Slater,
tickets are from £11 to £18 depending
on performances, which are at

various times — 9.45am, 11am, 1pm,
2.30pm or 7pm — depending on the
day. Full details at
www.theatreroyalwinchester.co.uk/
whats-on/mother-goose.

Over at Titchfield Festival Theatre
Hansel & Gretel is its pantomime this
year in a new adaptation by director
Sassy Harvey. Performances at the
Arden Theatre start on Friday 13th
December until Tuesday 31st
December (except 22nd—26th
December) at various times depending
on day — 1pm, 2.30pm, 6pm, 7pm;
tickets are £9-£14. More details at:
www.titchfieldfestivaltheatre.com

Meon Valley Lions

You, too, can be
a Christmas elf

The Meon Valley Lions Club is busily
preparing Santa’s sleigh for his trip
around the Meon Valley throughout
December. Extra elves are being
approached to help him, plus drivers
for our minibus and sleigh.

If you would like to join in the fun,
please get in contact at
www.meonvalleylionsclub.org.uk.

The rewards are great, not only
seeing the faces on the children who
stay up to meet him, but the elves
are also known to drop into a local
hostelry at the end of a busy shift.

Carole Dash

Right: Santa and his sleigh in
Bishop’s Waltham in 2023.




Getting ready for Christmas

Christmas lights

Swanmore shlnes brlghtly

The village’s Christmas lights will
be glowing from 1st December
with the parish council again
providing an impressive tree by
the primary school and plenty of
additional lights in the village
centre. St Barnabas will also be
suitably lit for the festive season.

Photographs by Berty Ferrone and
Peter Mason

Festive walk

Take some Boxing Day exercise

While regulars will have their favourite
paths to tread here is a gentle stroll of
up to 2% miles around Swanmore
lanes that will take no more than an
hour or so. There are no stiles to
clamber over and if you are new to the
village you may find the extract from
the village footpath map below helpful.
Copies of the complete map are
available from the Swanmore Parish
Council office in Hollythorns House.
On the red route start from the
church and follow the footpath
alongside the primary school through

the kissing gate into the large field
behind the school. Stay on the
footpath that runs the length of the
field — which you will undoubtedly
share with many local dogs enjoying
their own festive run — to the top right
hand corner and through another
kissing gate. Carry straight on along
Vicarage Lane to turn right onto the
gravel track of Green Lane. After
approximately 10 minutes turn right
onto the public footpath down the
grass slope past Mayhill Barns Farm
to meet a narrow enclosed footpath

“Swanmore
" g

that can be a little squelchy if well-
trodden when wet; take care over the
many tree roots as you head into
Mayhill Lane and turn right.

After two or three minutes about
200yards/180m along the lane is a
footpath on your left. You can extend
your walk and opt for this path and
follow the blue route on the map.

Blue route: At the end of the grass
slope turn left before turning right back
on yourself to go along the wire fence
of the narrow footpath running inside
the hedge alongside the Droxford/
Swanmore Road. This is the other
possible squelchy path and takes you
to the corner of Church Lane where
you turn right. About 270 yards along
the lane, another footpath on the left
cuts across the horse paddocks to join
Vicarage Lane and back to the church.
Otherwise you can stay on Church
Lane, cross Mayhill Lane and then at
Vicarage Lane go through another
kissing gate to meet the footpath you
took initially — left there and back to
the church.

Alternatively, stay on the red route
in Mayhill Lane to turn into Cut Throat
Lane then left into Vicarage Lane and
back to your starting point.

Lin Powell




Around the village

Swanmore College

Proud of winning awards

We are thrilled to announce that
Swanmore College has been awarded
the UNICEF Gold Award. This
prestigious accolade recognises our
commitment to promoting and
protecting children's rights.

We are incredibly proud of our
students, staff, and the wider school
community for their dedication to
creating a safe, inclusive, and
nurturing environment for all.

Our Eco-Champions group has
once again achieved the prestigious
Green Flag with Merit at the
international Eco-Schools programme.
This recognition celebrates the group’s
efforts in promoting sustainability and
environmental awareness.

Since joining the programme in
2022, our students have made
significant strides, including improving
biodiversity on site and integrating
environmental topics across our
curriculum.

This year, they focussed on litter,
global citizenship, and biodiversity,
organising activities such as plants to
encourage bees and butterflies, a Year
7 Climate Action Day, and a regular
litter pick rota.

We're incredibly proud of our Eco-
Champions' dedication and
commitment to making a positive
impact on our planet. Please see our
website (www.swanmore-
school.co.uk) for the full news story.

Open evening and viewings
We recently hosted a successful open
evening and a week of viewing
mornings for Year 6 pupils and their
parents and carers. It was a fantastic
opportunity to showcase our school
and answer any questions prospective
pupils and their families had before
they made their secondary school
applications.

' Unifrog: your new

career platform
We are excited to introduce
Unifrog this term: a
comprehensive careers
i platform designed to help our
pupils explore their options
and make informed decisions
about their future. Unifrog
provides access to a wealth of
resources, including
information on university
courses, apprenticeships, and
careers advice. Our current

Above left:
Year 8 science
students on
their visit to
Williams
Racing HQ in
Oxfordshire.

Left:The Eco-
Champions
celebrate
winning their
Green Flag
with merit.

Year 9 and 11 pupils have been
exploring this new resource.

Listory lessons

Years 7 and 8 pupils have been
introduced to a new subject this term —
Listory! These are literacy based
lessons within the context of history.
Within these lessons, pupils have
been reading books together as a
class that have a narrative of the topic
they are currently studying in their
history lessons.

Pupils and staff read the book
while completing linked activities. The
texts have all been chosen to
complement the history curriculum and
further pupils' understanding of the
topic.

This term's books are:
4+ Year 7 — Peter Frankopan, “The Silk

Roads”
4+ Year 8 — Dominic Sandbrook, “Fury
of the Vikings”

All about Formula One
Year 8 science classes have been
enjoying trips to the Williams Racing
Headquarters in Oxfordshire over the
past few weeks.

The aim of this trip is to introduce
pupils to the world of motor racing,
promote the importance of STEM
subjects, and showcase possible
career opportunities.

During the trips, pupils had the
opportunity to take a tour of the
Williams Motor Museum, visit the
Esports lounge, participate in a
session on racing simulators and meet
members of the Williams Racing Team
to ask questions about motor racing
and career opportunities. What a
fabulous experience for our Year 8

pupils!

A winter evening of the arts
Rehearsals are now underway for our
festive production, "An Evening with
the Arts."” This exciting event takes
place in the school hall on Thursday
12th December and will feature a
variety of performances from our
talented pupils, including music,
dance, and drama. We can't wait to
share this magical evening with you
all.

Emma Barnes



Around the village

Barnaby’s

Margaret Jones, Julie Smith, Berty Ferrone, Rosy Easton, and Lesley Hoskins.

— s
SrAna) S

Changing coffee committee

Barnaby’s has been at the heart of our
village for ten years now. It's hard to
remember a time without it. Most of
the outgoing committee have been
with Barnaby’s from the very
beginning — at the “figuring out if we
can make this work” stage. Now they
are all ready for a well-earned rest and
a new group will be taking over
planning and running the community
coffee shop in the new year.

We are existing volunteers who
love what we do and are committed to
carrying on the good work of the
previous committee in making
Barnaby'’s the welcoming space it has
become. So a huge thank you to Dot,
Mike, Gail, Rachel, Alistair, Sarah,

Mark, Sue and of course to Peter
Boraston and Bill Jones who are still
with us in spirit, if not in person. Here’s
to the next ten years...Of course we
always need more volunteers and
would be very happy to welcome you,
whether it's just for the odd shift, for
one or two a week, or if you simply
would like to make us a delicious
cake. Full training is given and you
can choose whether or not you would
like to become a fully-blown barista.

We look forward to welcoming you
all back and to making new friends.
Pop in and see us: opening times and
contact details are on our updated
Facebook page.

Roger de Vere

Lunch Club
Do please come and help us!

Swanmore Lunch Club is again
looking for volunteers to help. Do
you think you could spare a couple
of hours once a month to enable the

older folk of the village to get
together with their friends for a
cordial two-course lunch followed by
tea/coffee? In particular we need
people to help with the
washing up and veg prep.

If you think you could help
please get in touch with me.
We now have some

fetching aprons for you to
wear — as you can see in
the picture.

Ann Warrington

ann.warrington@
btinternet.com

SWaCsS
Planning for our

future energy

Come and join Sustainable Waltham
Chase and Swanmore in the New Year
for a workshop to explore producing
community energy. We will be hosting
“Energise South Downs”, a non-profit
group, which supports projects to
generate renewable power in the
national park, at Swanmore Village
Hall on Saturday, 25th January, from
10am to 12.30pm.

You are invited to consider what
might be feasible in our area and, just
as importantly, what would be
acceptable to those of us who live
here. This is a chance to make your
voice heard and find out more about
what “community energy” might look
like.

The last UK coal-fired power station
shut down this autumn and, as we
head into 2025, what better legacy for
our younger generations than to help
make the move away from fossil fuels
for a cleaner energy future? You can
book your free space via Eventbrite on
our website: http://swacs.co.uk;
refreshments will be provided.

These cold winter nights are the
perfect conditions in which to borrow
the Swanmore thermal imaging
camera to check out the hot/cold spots
in your home. Get in touch via our
website contact form to book a slot.

In the meantime, a happy and
sustainable Christmas and New Year
from SWacCS.

Kim Blakeway




Photograph by Peter Mason.

Around the village
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Swanmore Conservation

Group

Fighting duckweed and
renoming goldfish

Besides volunteering with the
Swamore Conservation Group we
sometimes help with the maintenance
of the pond at the Primary School,
either clearing the area immediately
around the pond or reducing the reeds
in the pond itself when they threaten to
take over.

Last month one of our members
cleared a lot of reeds at the school
pond, sadly no one else was available
to help, so they are owed a special
thank you.

It feels as if we have had a huge
amount of rain this year so it is
surprising that the paths through the
meadows and Green's Wood have
remained in such good condition.
However, the boardwalk at the Church
Road end of the wood and those
within the wood itself are now reaching
the end of their days so we will be
working on those soon.

We are often alerted to problems
within the conservation area by local
people, for instance when trees are
blown over or branches hang too low
over the paths. This is really helpful
and important for everyone's safety
but we also get compliments and
thanks for our hard work maintaining
the area which is lovely.

The pond in Broad Lane always
seems to have masses of duckweed
and blanket weed and in an attempt to
improve things we are going to use
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bales of barley straw. Hopefully this
will reduce the amount of blanket
weed in the pond and make it a better
place for wildlife but sadly the
duckweed appears to be here to stay. |
know someone who removes
duckweed from their pond with a tea
strainer, not a realistic notion for a
pond the size of ours.

However, we have been able to
reduce the number of goldfish in the
pond and rehome them locally and we
plan to see if more appear in the
spring. Goldfish are native to China
and members of the carp family and
we feel there shouldn't be any in a
wildlife pond in Hampshire!

The Parish Council is required to
maintain the conservation area as an
open space, an amenity for the whole
village, so without the work of
volunteers the area could be lost. The
alternative would be to contract out the
work leaving less in the pot to spend
elsewhere in the village. This is just a
long way of saying do come and help
when and if you can!

We meet at the hut in the Lower
Meadow at 9.45am on the second
Saturday of each month, weather
permitting. The next few dates are
14th December, 11th January and 8th
February. We break for coffee at 11am
and finish at 12noon. New volunteers
will be very welcome .

Gill Sawyer, 01489 894206

New Councillor

Welcome to our newest Councillor,
Dean Bassett. Dean has lived in
Swanmore for more than 14 years.
Having served as a Naval Officer in
the Royal Navy for more than 32
years, Dean has a range of skills that
will undoubtedly be of benefit to the
Parish Council and our community.

Spaces for sanctuary
Swanmore Parish Council has joined
Winchester City Council’'s Spaces for
Sanctuary project, going through the
relevant training required to offer a
safe space to all residents.

A Space of Sanctuary is essentially
a place where people can go to seek
peace and guidance to address their
concerns without fear or prejudice.
When accessing the support at the
Safe Space they will be treated
equitably and with respect and their
concerns listened to and taken
seriously.

We want to reach out to any
residents who need support. There is
always a cup of tea waiting for you at
the Parish Council office, if you need
some help, advice or just a chat.

Merry Christmas

The Parish Council wishes all
residents a very happy Christmas and
a safe and healthy 2025.

The office will close on Monday
23rd December and reopen on
Thursday 2nd January. We will be
monitoring emails throughout this time
for any urgent issues.



From Swanmore Parish Council

Fly-tipping prosecution
With the help of ACSO Gary,
Winchester City Council has achieved
a second successful camera-based
prosecution for a fly-tipping offence in
as many months.

A surveillance camera installed as
part of a joint operation by Winchester
City Council and Swanmore Parish
Council captured images of the
offence taking place in Mare Lane,
Owslebury.

The offender was fined £866 and
ordered to pay full prosecution costs of
£1,247.27, a compensation order for
clearance costs of £90 and a victim

Ely-tippers caughtin the actby-Gary's can

surcharge of £346, making a total to
pay of £2,549.27.

Gary has surveillance cameras
across Swanmore and his other work
areas in a attempt to tackle this
ongoing problem.

South Downs National Park

Local Plan
The South Downs National Park
Authority is planning a consultation on
its Local Plan Review in January 2025.
This is the document that sets out the
houses to be built in the Park during
the next 20 years.

The Local Plan Review proposes a

Parish Council Office
Tracey Molloy
Executive Officer
Hollythorns House, New Road
Swanmore, SO32 2NW

Tel: 01489 890651

Email: clerk@swanmorepc.org.uk
Web: www.swanmorepc.org.uk

PUBLIC OPENING TIMES
WEEKDAYS 10am-2pm

Please contact us by email, letter or
phone, or visit us at the office.

~

Potential LPR Allocation

Scope for mitigation/enhancement

= SDNP boundary

FLDSE

development of 15 houses in
Swanmore, at the edge of the Park on
land north of Dodds Lane. The
1.65hectare site has not yet been
assessed for detailed landscape
impact and may change. The draft
Local Plan Review can be found
within the SDNP's November
Planning Committee papers: https://
www.southdowns.gov.uk/meeting/
planning-committee-14-
november-2024.

In 2022 developers and land
owners were invited to submit
potential sites for housing
development. These have been
assessed for suitability by the SDNP.
Unlike Winchester City Council's
Local Plan process, we haven't yet
seen a list of all the proposed sites
and the January consultation will be
everyone's first opportunity to
comment on the Swanmore site.

We will publicise the consultation
opening date as soon as we have it.

Left: The proposed site.

@ Crown copyright and database rights 2024 Ordnance Survey 100050083

SPC Meeting Dates

Council meetings are open to the
public and are held in the Parish
Office, usually starting at 7pm.
There are no meetings in
December.

14th January — Planning and
Highways Committee

21st January— Open Spaces and
Amenities Committee

28th January — Full Council

Please contact the Executive
Officer at the Parish Office if you
would like more information.
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Around the village

Local history

v s

The missing five

Having successfully completed the restoration of our village
war memorial, Gary McCulloch is now focussing on
Swanmore’s war dead, not all of whom are remembered on
the memorial or buried in marked graves in St Barnabas’
churchyard. His talk on the “Missing Five” in November

highlighted some of these men.

Swanmore’s war memorial was
officially dedicated on 6th November
1921 with 35 names. Unusually the list
includes one woman: Violet Horner
who had served with the Queen Mary
Army Auxiliary Corps and died in
1918, aged 20, of diphtheria,
contracted during her service.
Elsewhere in the country women who
served in any of the uniformed
services were almost always excluded
from their local war memorials.

In the years that had followed the
Armistice, local committees raised the
funds needed to erect a memorial and
would draw up a list of names to be
included. These would usually have
been local people who had lived in the
community and were well known to
either the committee or local friends
and family who could supply details.

Sometimes less familiar individuals
were included. Widows, for example,
who had returned to live with their
parents could request the name of
their deceased husband be added,
even though he may have never lived
in his widow’s home village. Other
families may have refused permission
for a loved one’s name to be included
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as seeing it on the village cross was
too upsetting. So there are many
reasons why names were added to or
omitted from the war memorials that
were erected in the 1920s.

In Swanmore, for example, the
Gunner family lived at Swanmore
Cottage (now Swanmore Lodge) for
many years before moving back to
Bishop’s Waltham. Their three sons,
who were killed in the war, are
remembered on the Bishop’s Waltham
war memorial as well as on a stained
glass window and plaque inside St
Barnabas, but they are not on our

village war memorial or Roll of Honour.

It is not entirely clear why the five
names highlighted in Gary’s talk that

PSS - S e S

A derelict tank stuck in mud during
the assault on Passchendaele, where
two of our missing five died.

Imperial War Museum image: IWM (CO 2241).
are included on the village’s Roll of
Honour are not also on the memorial.

The first of the five

Private Stanley Roper Penning was
born in 1892, the son of Frank
Ebenezer and Mary Anne Penning
who lived at The Rosary in Swanmore
Road. He served with the First London
Scottish, 14th Battalion The London
Regiment and died on 7th October
1916 aged 24 during the Battle of the
Somme. During the fatal attack the
Battalion had captured a southern
group of gun pits and pushed on some
200yards (180m) to the south where
they defeated a counter-attack, but
after dark they were forced back to
their original trenches.

Stanley has no known grave but is
commemorated on the Thiepval
Memorial, among the 72,320 names of
those killed at the Somme who also

The British War cemetery at Sarigol
where Lt Col Robinson is buried.

"




Around the village

have no known grave. He is also
remembered on The London Scottish
Memorial in Westminster and the City
of Portsmouth memorial.

By 1921 his parents had moved to
Wadham Road, Portsmouth so
perhaps there was no-one in
Swanmore to put his name forward or
his parents preferredcommemoration
at their new home.

The second of the five
Lieutenant Colonel Archibald Tyrrell
Robinson was a career soldier in the
East Surrey Regiment. One of the six
sons — three of whom were to die in
the First World War — of Major General
Daniel George Robinson and his wife
Jane Amelia, Archibald was born in
1872 in Battle, Sussex and educated
at Cheltenham College. He had
previously served with the West
African Frontier Force. In February
1915 he was seriously wounded at
leper (or Ypres in French) and the
following year married Winifred
Marjorie “Madge” who lived at Winford
Cottage in Hill Pound until her death in
1965.

He was mentioned in despatches
on 6th December 1916, awarded the
Croix de Guerre on 9th December
1916, DSO on 1st January 1917 and
served in Macedonia from 1916,
where he commanded a battalion of
the Oxford and Buckinghamshire Light
Infantry. During fighting on 9th May
1917 he was wounded and died of his
wounds two days later. He is buried at
Sarigol Military Cemetery in Greece
with these words on his headstone: “O
true, brave heart God bless thee”.

He is included on the memorial at
St Andrew’s Church in Bedford and
the OBLI memorial at its regimental
chapel in Christ Church Cathedral,
Oxford. His wife may have felt that he
was best commemorated elsewhere:
they had only been married for seven
months.

The third of the five

Gunner William Arthur Fursey was
born in 1896, the son of William John
and Hannah Mary Fursey who lived at
Spion Kop in Broad Lane. He served

with the 54th Heavy Battery, Royal
Garrison Atrtillery.

These batteries were equipped
with heavy guns, sending large calibre
high explosive shells in a fairly flat
trajectory and were typically used
against enemy artillery or to target
munition dumps, stores, roads and
railways behind enemy lines.

William died of wounds on 19th
June 1917; he was 21. He was
possibly injured during the battle to
capture the Messines Ridge (7th—14th
June 1917), a preliminary operation
that took place just prior to the Battle
of Passchendaele (Third Battle of
Ypres). He is buried at Ljssenthoek
Military Cemetery in Belgium.

Although his parents still lived in
Swanmore, he is commemorated on
the Bishop’s Waltham memorial.

The fourth of the five

Private Francis Higgins was born in
East Woodhay, south of Newbury, in
1891; by 1914 he was married to Kate
Lucy Miles and living in Brickyard
Road with their three children — Alfred
Edward, Hilda Mary and Francis
Henry. He served with the 2nd Line/
8th Battalion, Worcestershire
Regiment.

The Battalion was involved in
fighting around the town of leper
during the Battle of Passchendaele
(31st July to 10th November 1917).
According to the regimental diary, on
27th August, when Francis was killed,
the men “pushed forward” before
dawn, hiding in shell holes during
heavy rain, with the aim of taking a

TheThiepval Memorial in Belgium.
strategic point known as “Gallipoli”.
They seem not to have achieved the
target and as night fell withdrew
leaving “35 other ranks killed and 99
wounded with four missing”.

Francis Higgins was 26 and is
buried at the leper Town Cemetery
Extension in Belgium. His widow,
Kate, subsequently remarried. He is
also commemorated on the Bishop’s
Waltham war memorial — perhaps
Kate had moved there and preferred
his name to be on that one?

The fifth of the five

The last of our missing five is Lance
Corporal Cecll Victor Percival, who is
buried in St Barnabas churchyard with
a Commonwealth War Graves
Commission headstone, arranged by
the village several years ago.

He was born in May 1897 in
Addlestone, Surrey and enlisted in
September 1914 when he was 17. He
served with the Royal Marines Light
Infantry but was discharged in March
1918 with “war related sickness” and
died on 26th October from pulmonary
tuberculosis with diabetes mellitus.

At the time, he was living with his
family at Belmont Farm in Swanmore.
His father, S H Percival, died in 1920
and his mother may have moved
away, so by the time the war memorial
was planned there may have been no-
one in the village who remembered
him — or perhaps they thought him
ineligible since he had been medically
discharged before the Armistice —
hence the omission.
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Swanmore Society

Talks on interesting local
sites to look forward to

At our October meeting we were
treated to a wide-ranging account of
the history, cause and treatment of
malaria by retired microbiology
lecturer Dr Tim Mason. Tim first
reminded us that the disease is
caused by parasites of the
Plasmodium family, which have a
multi-stage lifecycle requiring both an
insect vector (mosquito) and a
vertebrate host.

Examination of fossil mosquitoes
has shown that these parasites have a
very ancient lineage, dating back tens
of millions of years before the dawn of
our species. Initially infecting birds or
reptiles, parasite and vector coevolved
slowly and were eventually able to
infect early primates and from thence
to Homo sapiens.

Since then, malaria has proved a
challenging adversary for humans,
inexorably tracking our spread out of
Africa and across the globe, wherever
suitable mosquito vectors (and their
breeding grounds) were available. It
has caused untold suffering,
particularly after a much more deadly
strain of malaria emerged in the first or
second centuries AD.

However, Tim told us that the
inevitable spread of the disease to
South America through colonisation

*q
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and the slave trade also led to a
turning of the tide against malaria. The
native Quechua people were skilled in
herbal medicine and their existing
fever remedy, prepared from the bark
of an Andean tree, was found to be an
effective treatment for malaria.
Quinine had been discovered.

Only towards the end of the
nineteenth century was the parasite
first seen and its lifecycle revealed.
That better understanding provided
the tools to attack the disease with
measures, such as drainage of
marshland and bed nets, to curtall
mosquito bites. These have proved
very effective but there are still around
half a million deaths from malaria each
year, mostly of children in the tropics.

Looking ahead

By the time you read this we will, I'm
sure, have spent an enjoyable evening
in the company of Tony Kippenberger
discovering the early history of

Right: Cinchona officinalis —
source of “Peruvian bark” that
led to the discovery of
quinine.
Below: Preparing fresh
watercress for transport on
the what would become
known as the Watercress
Line.
Left; Titchfield Haven
National Nature Reserve.
Photograph: M E Barnett,
CC BY-SA 2.0.

Bishop’s Waltham — but more on that
next time. Looking ahead, on 11th
December the subject of our meeting
will be “The Watercress Line through
Time” with Daniel Ball. He will discuss
the railway’s history and operation,
initially as a commercial concern and
then as the popular heritage railway
we see today. The presentation will
include “object handling, video clips,
sounds and smells”, which sounds
intriguing...!

After the Christmas and New Year
break, our programme will continue
with a talk on “Titchfield Haven Past
and Present” on 15th January (please
note this is the third Wednesday of the
month). Our speaker will be Richard
Levett, a current volunteer and former
senior ranger at the reserve, who will
look at how the birds, management
and habitats of this much-loved
wetland site have changed over the
past five decades. At this time of year,
the Haven is an important wintering
ground for thousands of geese, ducks
and waders and is well worth a visit.
Our meetings are held in the Paterson
Centre, starting at 8pm, and visitors
are always most welcome.

Caroline Clapperton (01489 891447)




Nature notes

In the garden

Learning to love slugs

When the Royal Horticultural Society
and Wildlife Trust declared earlier this
year that the majority of slugs and
shails “bring many benefits to the
garden and contribute to a balanced
ecosystem” a great many gardeners
no doubt disagreed with them.

As many will have looked at their
ravaged hostas or carrot seedlings
that disappeared overnight they will
have possibly assumed that the RHS
had taken leave of its senses.

However, the society did have a
point: of the 40 common species of
slugs that can be found in the garden
very few are truly nasty. These include
the small common brown-grey slug
(Arion hortensis) — about 3cm/1in in
size which eats leaves and roots and
is especially fond of potatoes — and
the large red or black slug (Arion ater)
which grows up to 12cm/5in.

Others are well worth encouraging:
the leopard slug, also known as the
great grey slug (Limax maximus), has
a distinctive spotted appearance and
can grow up to 20cm/8in in length. It is
one of nature’s detrivores — preferring
dead plants and fungi to munching on
your seedlings — and, importantly, it is
also a carnivore and loves eating other
slug species, which it will apparently
pursue at speeds of up to 15cm/6in
per minute.

It has been recorded in Britain
since at least the 1650s and is almost
always found near human habitation —
usually in lawns, gardens, cellars or
outbuildings.

So the next time you go on a slug
hunt after dark with torch and scissors
— do spare the leopards: they really
will help your garden grow.

In the hedgerows

Maintaining a recent tradition

Along with the Christmas tree and
bunches of holly, there’s a good
chance that mistletoe (Viscum album)
will also be on your shopping list this
December. Kissing under the mistletoe
is not an ancient tradition: it has been
known as a seasonal activity in Britain
only since the eighteenth century with
one of the earliest references dating to
a ballad of 1784 which ends:

When all the men, Jem, John, and

Joe,

Cry, “What good luck has sent ye?”
And kiss beneath the mistletoe
The girl not turn’d of twenty.

By the nineteenth century
illustrations showing couples kissing
under the mistletoe were
commonplace — from bawdier
cartoons to more formal paintings. By

late Victorian times the Regency
romps had been replaced by images
of mothers demurely kissing their
children instead, while in Pickwick
Papers Charles Dickens describes at
length the activities under the
mistletoe bough at Mr Wardle’s
Christmas Eve party.

However, our interactions with
mistletoe go back much further than
Georgian ballads. The Greeks
considered it a plant of protection with
Virgil in the Aeneid recounting how»

“Mistletoe” by Francis Philip
Stephanoff-— an illustration in “Popular
Pastimes — being a selection of
picturesque representations of the
customs & amusements of Great
Britain” by Edward Brayley, 1816.
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the hero, having fled Troy, had to pluck
a mistletoe bough from a tree and
carry it with him as protection, when
he visited his dead father in the
underworld to learn of the glories of
Rome to come.

In his Natural History, Pliny
recounts how when mistletoe was
found on an oak in Gaul (an unusual
occurrence) “on the sixth day of the
moon” a druid priest “arrayed in white
vestments” would cut the mistletoe
“with a golden sickle”, catch it “in a
white cloak” and then ritually sacrifice
two white bulls. Pliny also recounts
various even stranger druidic
practices, which are now largely
regarded as either poetic invention or
Roman propaganda justifying the
slaughter of such apparent barbarians.

Mistletoe is a hemiparasite —
obtaining water and nutrients from its
host tree via its own sucker roots, but
also creating some of is own food by
phosynthesis. It is generally found on
apple, lime, poplar, sycamore, ash and
hawthorn but rarely on oak. The plants
are dioecious — either male or female
— and only the females have the white
berries.

While kissing under the mistletoe
may be a comparatively recent
tradition, bringing mistletoe into the
house at mid-winter is probably much
older. Throughout the year particular
plants are associated with the key
dates of Celtic tradition — such as May
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day and mid-summer — often dates
when evil spirits were believed to be
more active and needed to be
repelled by protective plants. Bringing
mistletoe into the house at mid-winter
was believed not only to repel evil at
that time, but if the mistletoe was left
hanging throughout the year it would
also continue to protect the house and
its inhabitants.

Today mistletoe usually comes with
the health warning of “do not eat” as
all parts of the plant are described as
poisonous. Although it is unlikely to be
fatal, eating the berries can cause
drowsiness, vomiting, blurred vision
and occasionally seizures.

All sorts of uses

Writing in the first century AD — so
contemporary with Pliny — Dioscorides
describes mistletoe (i§6g/ixos) in his
De materia medica as “able to
disperse, soften, attract, and digest
swellings and other suppurations...
With frankincense it softens old ulcers
and malignant suppurations”. The
druids — according to Pliny — regarded
it as a fertility remedy, particularly
effective for barren animals rather than
people, while Pliny also suggested it
as an antidote for mushroom
poisoning among other uses.

Later herbalists recommended
mistletoe for nervous disorders and
high blood pressure. In parts of
Europe a tea made from dried
mistletoe leaves is still
popular both for raised
blood pressure and to
calm nerves; it is also
used in herbal
veterinary products to
calm cats and dogs.
However, given its
toxicity mistletoe should
not be experimented
with in home brews —
leave it to the health
care professionals!

Mistletoe has also
been extensively
studied as a treatment

“Christmas Eve at Mr
Wardle’s” by Phiz from
Pickwick Papers by
Charles Dickens.
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Balls of mistletoe clearly visible when
the tree’s leaves have fallen.

for certain cancers and is among the
most prescribed drugs used for cancer
in parts of Europe — often in “Iscador
therapy”. This is based on injections of
fresh mistletoe extracts that have been
harvested from particular trees
believed to bestow slightly different
properties on the mistletoe. There
have been a number of clinical studies
using mistletoe extracts to treat
different cancers: some report
improved survival times, others do not,
and sample sizes were often quite
small, so results are generally
regarded as inconclusive.

Other types of mistletoe are also
used medicinally elsewhere. In
Chinese medicine the leaves and
stems of a mistletoe growing on the
mulberry tree (Loranthus parasiticus or
sang ji sheng) is included in
treatments for arthritis, high blood
pressure and coronary heart disease,
while studies also suggest it is anti-
viral, especially against the
poliomyelitis virus. Japanese mistletoe
(Taxillus yadoriki) is an anti-
inflammatory and has also been used
in cancer treatments.

If you want to find your own
mistletoe this Christmas then try
looking in any local apple trees —
although it can also be spotted in
various street trees in Southampton.
To grow some in your garden make
small cuts in a suitable tree branch
and squash berries from bought
mistletoe into them — you might be
lucky and have your own crop next
Christmas.
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Seen and heard

Crafty corvidsinblack |«

The autumn and winter period is the
time when our black crows become
more noticeable as they abandon their
breeding territories and form feeding
congregations in fields - with raucous
roosting colonies in trees.

But are these black birds “just
crows”? On closer inspection we can
identify four species of black crow. The
archetypal corvid is the very adaptable
carrion crow (Corvus corone), with
glossy black plumage, large blunt
grey-black beak and the classic crow
cawing that almost has a dalek-like
quality to it.

Rooks (Corvus frugilegus) are very
similar in size, but their black feathers
reflect a purple tint in the right light
and their heads are more domed.
Their longer beaks have some ivory
colour in them and are pointed and
dagger-shaped. They also have a
shaggier appearance, with feathered
“pantaloons” around the upper legs.
The call is similar to the carrion crow’s,
but is a little higher pitched and more
“caaaah” than “caaaw”.

Our smallest black crow is the
jackdaw (Coloeus monedula), easily
recognisable by its grey “hood”, blue-
grey eyes contrasting with a black
face, and its yelping call. The raven
(Corvus corax), in contrast, is a much
larger, thicker-set bird, with a metallic
sheen to its black plumage. The beak
is blunt and powerful above shaggy
throat feathers. It is most likely to be
seen flying overhead, identified by the
diamond-shaped end to its tail and its
deeper-throated “cronk-cronk” call.

Our black crows have been much
maligned in the past, largely due to
ignorance assisted by mythology.
Thankfully, the days of farmers
shooting crows and hanging rows of
them on fences to deter others seem
to be in the past.

We now know they have beneficial
roles to play in the environment. This
includes feeding on crop pests in the
soil and helping to clean up carcasses
as they scavenge for carrion. The
reduction in persecution has allowed

numbers to increase, particularly
ravens, which can now be frequently
seen and heard flying over Swanmore.

We may be concerned that crows
kill small birds for food but should bear
in mind that our cats and our cars
probably kill greater numbers. Crows
can now be admired for their family-
orientated living and their great
intelligence. It can be quite a
challenge to outwit crows trying to get
at the suet put out for the smaller
birds!

Marcus Charig

Right: Raven (Corvus corax).
Below: Rook (Corvus frugilegus).
Below right: Carrion crow (Corvus
corone).

Bottom: Jackdaw (Coloeus
monedula).
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Local activities

Oxyphenbutazone: a
strange word with which
to greet a friend. This is
theoretically the highest
scoring word that can be
made in Scrabble. It can
be made through a
multiple of plays and if
placed on the correct
squares could be worth
1,782 points.

Such a play would be
of little interest to the
Meon Valley Active
Retirement Association

(MVARA) Scrabble Group Meon Valley Active Retirement Association

Come and play
Scrabble for fun

that meets at the
Paterson Centre in
Swanmore every Friday
from 2pm to 4pm to play
Scrabble for fun. For the
group, the game is key:
they are more interested in playing
and socialising with friends and
generally enjoying the afternoon, than
they are to place “caziques” on the
board to achieve 392 points (currently
the top-scoring Scrabble move).

The MVARA Scrabblers probably
have more in common with Alfred
Mosher Butts, an architect from
Poughkeepsie, New York who, like
them, had an interest in crosswords,
anagrams and other word games and
developed Scrabble in 1931.
Unemployed and struggling financially
during the Great Depression of the
early 1930s, he set out to design a
new game that required vocabulary
skills but also contained an element of
chance. Using his architectural
drafting equipment, he hand-drew the
board and hand-lettered the tiles.
Reputedly, he studied the front pages
of the New York Times and other
newspapers to determine the
frequency of the letters and then
decided on their points value.

The design work done and the
prototype made, Alfred set out to make
his fortune and failed dismally. He
called his game “Lexiko” from the
Greek lexicos meaning “of or for
words” later changing it to “It” and
later “Criss-Cross Words” but no
manufacturer was interested — no
matter what it was called.

In 1938, James Brunot from
Newtown, Connecticut joined Alfred
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as a partner, eventually buying the
manufacturing rights and setting up a
factory to work with family and friends
to make twelve sets an hour. Brunot
also redesigned the board, producing
it in its present colours, and renamed it
Scrabble.

In 1952, Jack Straus, president of
Macy’s Department Store in New York,
played the game while on holiday and
subsequently insisted that it should be
stocked by the store. Macy's
marketing soon ensured that

Alfred Mosher Butts (1899-1993) the
game’s inventor.

“everyone had to have one”.
By 1954, 4million sets had
been sold and Brunot sold the
licence to manufacture to
Selchow and Righter, who
had rejected the game when
it was offered to them for next
to nothing in 1931. The
company bought all rights to
the game in 1972, paying
Brunot $1.5 million and Butts
$265,000.

Alfred Butts died in 1993:
did Scrabble make his
fortune? “No”, he reportedly
said in 1981, “the public
relations people tell me |
should say it allowed me to
live ‘comfortably’.” In 1994,
Mattel, the current
manufacturers, bought
Scrabble for £90million.

Today, around the world 720,000
Scrabble games are started every day
(30,000 per hour) and an estimated
150million Scrabble sets have been
sold worldwide to more than 120
countries while 53% of the households
in the UK are believed to have at least
one set.

But it's not all about fame and
fortune. Scientific studies show that
playing Scrabble is good for you and
for your brain. It can:

4 develop word recognition and
linguistic processing;

4 aid both short-term and long-term
memory;

4+ develop mathematical skills:
addition; multiplication; the
calculation of odds and probability;
appreciation of angles and patterns.

It is also a deeply strategic game
requiring critical thinking; and — even
more important — is fun.

So why not join in with the fun and
get the benefits — try to work out how
oxyphenbutazone can get onto the
board and score 1,782 points. MVARA
Friday Scrabble costs £1.50 per
session (tea and cakes extra) plus
£5.00 annual MVARA membership.
Players of all abilities from those who
play casually at home with family to
experts are all welcome. For details of
Scrabble and all the other MVARA

activities that are open to members
please visit www.mvara.co.uk.
Roger Wingrove



Around the footpaths

Local walks

East Meon to Butser Hill and
The Sustainability Centre

This is a circular walk from East Meon to Butser Hill with the
return route following the South Downs Way and passing The
Sustainability Centre.

Distance: 9.5miles/15.2km. Walking time: 4 hours.

Terrain. Once through the village
the route follows a series of byways,
tracks and lanes with an uphill climb
on the grassy slope to the top of
Butser Hill. Some of the chalk paths
can be slippery when wet. As with so
many paths in winter there may be the
odd puddle or two on the lanes. There
are no stiles or livestock to go through.
Access: East Meon is a 20 minute
drive from Swanmore on the A32;
turning right in West Meon, go past
The Thomas Lord pub and follow the
lane through to East Meon. The village
car park is near the village hall in
Workhouse Lane and is signposted to
the right just before you reach All
Saints’ Church.
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Refreshments can be found
throughout the walk from East Meon
village at Ye Old George Inn and The
Izaak Walton pub/tearoom, to the yurt-
shaped Butser Roundhouse Café, with
seating for picnics, and The
Sustainability Centre café. It is worth
checking the seasonal opening hours
of the cafés.

Start

1. East Meon village car park
to Cumber’s Lane
(approximately 35 minutes)
From the car park go straight past the
village hall on the right to head to the
village centre. At the end of»

Hithompton

The River Meon — one of
Hampshire’s famous chalk streams
—rises 1% miles south of the village
and flows through the picturesque
centre of East Meon. Its All Saints’
Church, with its magnificent spire,
mediaeval font and millennium
tapestry, is well worth a visit.
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Around the footpaths

Workhouse Lane bear left to go past
the village shop and at the next
junction take the road ahead
signposted to Horndean and Clanfield
passing the memorial cross.

Cross the River Meon and pass
directly in front of The Izaak Walton
pub/tearoom on the access road, to
pass the house next door to it and turn
left onto the footpath. Follow this
around to the right walking past
allotments and a 200-year-old yew
tree. With the river joining from the
right go past the cottages — which
once formed the separate hamlet of
Frogmore — and on to the road over a
stone wall bridge and turn left.

Continue for around 50 yards to
opposite Bottle Ale Cottage and turn
right onto a footpath, go up three
steps, and through the wooden kissing
gate to a grassy path. Continue
through another wooden gate and
where the path swings to the right,take
the narrower footpath straight ahead,
keeping left of the metal field gate.

Carry on through another wooden
gate into a meadow and to a kissing
gate to the road. Cross the road and
go straight ahead up a wide gravel
track. This is one that can be full of
puddles after rain.

After 10-15 minutes you will come
to a crossroads where you turn right
passing an open metal gate into
Cumber’s Lane. which is lacking a
name board.

As you approach the top of Butser
Hill there are glorious views to enjoy.

2. Cumber’s Lane to Butser
Hill (approximately 1 hour)
Follow this good gravel path to
descend to the road and turn left
towards Hillhampton Copse. Go past
the lane to Hillhampton Farm on the
left and after one minute turn right
onto a byway. Pass through the small
wooden “bollards” by Lythe Cottage to
go up a stony track. After an initial
steep and rutted start the track gently
ascends for about a mile (25 minutes)
through trees and hedges with some
chalky stretches and eventually opens
out to give a taste of some of the
glorious views to come.

At the junction with a path coming
up from the left, go through the metal
kissing gate ahead and up to Butser
Hill. Follow the path through scrubby

mFrom the Butser Rd

D] ‘.""‘ e R NP R T
undhouse Café
you can enjoy long-distance views to
the Solent and the downs on the Isle
of Wight, while the steep north west

slopes often attract hang gliders and

paragliders.

bushes to the top of the grassy slope
and through the gorse bushes.This is
a fairly steep ascent but amply
rewarded by the spectacular views.

Keep on this path as it bends
around to the right where you will soon
see the pointy top of the Butser
Roundhouse Café, which you head
for.

At 280m/920ft Butser Hill is a chalk
grassland rich in fauna and flora from
where there are wonderful views
across the Hampshire countryside to
the Solent to the south while the steep
north west slopes attract hang gliders
and paragliders.

Enjoy the views while you have a
welcome break at the picnic tables
ready for the return journey. The café
is usually open Thursday to Sunday,
9am-3pm, but may be seasonal
(details can be found on Facebook).

3. Butser Hill to The
Sustainability Centre
(approximately 1 hour 10
minutes)

Leaving the café walk along the
access road through the car park
barrier to the sign for the South Downs
Way (SDW) to Exton and Winchester.



Around the footpaths

Once beyond Heyden Cross the
spire of All Saints’ in East Meon can
be seen in the distance.

Follow this along the road until you
meet a junction on a bend (15-20
minutes). Turn right continuing along
the SDW on a narrow lane, under the
pylon lines, finally walking on the edge
of a lovely beech wood to Heyden
Cross. Just as you leave the track you
can catch a good view of East Meon
church spire in the distance.

Founded in 1995, The Sustainability
Centre — plan right — is set in 55
acres of woodland, and is an
independent learning and study
centre, a beacon for sustainability
and an award-winning social
enterprise. It is owned by a charity,
the Earthworks Trust.
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Cross the road, carrying on to
reach a grass triangle and post box,
where you go straight ahead to a wide
gravel track past tennis courts, and
onwards to The Sustainability Centre.

The former guard house at its
entrance bears witness to a time when
it was HMS Mercury, a Royal Navy
shore establishment. Its purpose now,
however, is “to share practical
solutions to inspire and enable people
to become the planet protectors and
change makers that our world needs”.
It well worth popping into for its
unusual story and final sustenance if
required.

The centre offers a wide range of
courses, school trips and
accommodation as well as a natural
burial ground. There is a water tap for
travellers and a café that is open
Wednesday to Sunday, 8.30am—4pm.

4. The Sustainability Centre
to East Meon (approximately

1 hour 15 minutes)

From the entrance turn left along the
path for about 150 yards and cross
the road to continue on the SDW.

Go over Salt Hill, past the masts
for a fairly long descent to Coombe
Cross House. Cross the road,
continuing along the SDW for another
ten minutes until you reach the
footpath sign saying “East Meon 1
mile”.

Turn right here, leaving the SDW
to continue on a wide grass track past
some large green barns to a concrete
drive. Turn right by the houses and
follow the track down to turn left on to
the road into East Meon.

Turn left into Duncombe Road and
go straight ahead until you see the
“123 The Green” sign, where you bear
slightly right before going left through
the low wooden railings. Head to the
thatched cottage ahead with the
village hall on your right, turn left and
back to the car park.

Lin Powell
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Around the district

From our district and county councillors

What's in store for the Meon Valley?

As autumn leaves fall, signalling the
approach of winter, it's natural to
wonder: will this winter be a cold,
classic one or a warmer, wetter
season? No one can say for sure, but
it's wise to be prepared for both. While
residents get their homes ready, local
councillors are navigating their own
uncertainties, particularly regarding
the budget pressures hitting
Hampshire and Winchester councils,
but always with a mind's eye to
protecting our local services.

Concern over cuts

Councillor Malcolm Wallace, for
instance, has been sounding the alarm
over looming budget cuts by
Hampshire County Council. With the
county potentially facing huge budget
shortfalls, balancing social, economic,
and environmental needs has never
been trickier. There was a small silver
lining: Bishop’s Waltham recycling
centre has been spared from closure

Our Winchester and
Hants Councillors

4+Malcolm Wallace 07739 050224
mwallace@winchester.gov.uk
malcolm.wallace@hants.gov.uk

4+Danny Lee 07896 644504
dlee@winchester.gov.uk

4+ Suzanne White 07944 010909
swhite3@winchester.gov.uk

Malcolm Wallace
who is also our HCC
councillor.

Suzanne White
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at recent October budgetary reviews.
However, cuts have hit many other
areas including passenger transport
and homelessness support.
Councillors are hoping that new
government funding will cushion some
of these hard choices and others for
next year’s budget.

Carbon neutrality

Our workload has now turned to the
Winchester District Council’'s Carbon
Neutrality Action Plan (CNAP), which
sets ambitious goals for reducing
energy use, lowering transport
emissions, and expanding renewable
energy.

An interesting emerging focus that
is now attracting our attention is the
creation of local carbon and
biodiversity credits to achieve carbon
neutrality and nature protection. In
parallel, we continue to scrutinise new
initiatives and objectives for the new
2025-2030 Winchester Council Plan,
which is set to guide all council
decisions in the coming years.

Local Plan

The Council has completed the review
of the draft Winchester Local Plan,
which addresses planning and
development across the district.
Several proposed policies are raising
eyebrows, especially around
protecting biodiversity, managing flood
risks and advancing carbon neutrality,
as it is a contention that these don't go
far enough.

With the plan due for examination
by the Planning Inspector in late
November, residents and councillors
alike are eager to see how it will
evolve. We have raised a number of
concerns about the limitations of the
aforementioned policies.

For your 2025 diaries please note
the South Downs National Park
(SDNP) Local Plan will be open for
public consultation for eight weeks
commencing in January.

Enforcement issues

Closer to home, one of the biggest
concerns that has been troubling your
councillors for a long time is the high
number of unauthorised developments
across the Central Meon Valley ward.

A snapshot in October 2024
identified 73 active enforcement
cases, 43% of which are in the South
Downs National Park area, and a
staggering 41% concentrated in
Soberton alone.

Some of these cases have been
unresolved for as long as eight years,
creating environmental and community
tensions while stretching the capacity
of planning staff. Your councillors
continue to push for a speedy
reduction/prevention of the high
number of enforcement cases with
hoped for new stricter regulations. We
will keep the community informed of
any breakthroughs in this prolonged
struggle.

So, as we brace for winter and face
uncertainties we remain optimistic that
the challenges on the horizon can be
managed or at least reduced in their
harm through our combined efforts.

Our next councillors’ surgery
programme will be announced shortly
— please watch our Facebook page for
details: https://www.facebook.com/
meonvalleycouncillors/

We wish you a wonderful
Christmas and a very happy 2025.



Around the district

BW Photographic Society

Winners at the popular
annual exhibition

The Bishop’s Waltham Photographic
Society’s annual exhibition was
opened by the Mayor of Winchester,
Councillor Russell Gordon-Smith, at
the preview evening on 9th October. In
his opening speech, the Mayor
congratulated members on the quality
and diversity of the images before
presenting awards for the winning
images in the Junior Photography
competition.

Each year the Society invites
young photographers to submit an
image on any subject of their choice in
two categories — under elevens and
twelve to 16s. Winner in the under-
elevens category was Eleanor Pavey
with “Chapel Bridge, River View,
Lucerne” while Delilah Pavey took top
spot in the twelve to 16s with “Views of
a Sunset”.

More than 340 visitors attended the
exhibition over its four days and voted
for their favourite image. This year the
honours went to Dave Kirkland for
“Autumn Colours”. He will receive his
trophy at the society’s AGM in
January.

The society welcomes anyone who
is interested in photography at any

level, whether accomplished
professionals or enthusiastic amateurs
who wish to develop their skills.
Further information can be found
on the society’s website https://
bishopswalthamphotosociety.co.uk/
Ann Erkut

Above: Eleanor Pavey’s “Chapel
Bridge, River View, Lucerne”.

Below: Dave Kirkland’s “Autumn
Colours”.

Waltham Ramblers
Plenty of winter
walks to join

A selection or walks organised by the
Waltham Group of the Ramblers is
shown below, with meeting venue and
leader’s contact number. Newcomers
are welcome but please contact the
leader beforehand in case of change.
4+Wednesday 4th December — Creech
Wood, Denmead via World’s End,
Smiles, Karen 07921 616142. Start:
10am. Meet in the car park at
Creech Wood off Bunkers Hill near
Denmead, PO7 6UB.
4+Sunday 8th December — Braishfield
via Ampfield Wood, 7.3miles, Andy
07449 447247. Bring a picnic lunch.
Start: 10am. Meet in the village hall
car park beside the recreation
ground, SO51 OPX.
4+Wednesday 11th December —
Dundridge via Galley Down, 5miles,
Peter 07974 648970. Start: 10am.
Meet at the old The Hampshire
Bowman car park SO32 1GD.
4+Wednesday 18th December — East
Meon via Greenway Copse,
5.3miles, Gill and lan 07789 768579.
Start: 10am. Meet in the car park in
Workhouse Lane, GU32 1PF.
4+Wednesday 1st January —
Swanmore via Dundridge, 5miles,
Pauline 01489 892386. Start: 10am.
Meet in the car park opposite the
Paterson Centre in Church Road,
S0O32 2PA.
4+Wednesday 8th January — West
Meon via Lippen Wood and
Highfield, 5.1miles, Gareth 07867
523049. Start: 10am. Meet in the
village hall car park, GU32 1LH.
4+Sunday 12th January — Four Marks
via Newton Common, 7miles, Lesley
07982 442650. Bring a picnic lunch.
Start: 10am. Meet in the car park off
Oakgreen Parade behind the BP
petrol station, GU34 5EX.
4+Wednesday 29th January — Colden
Common via Brambridge, 5miles,
Clive 07584 243885. Start: 10am.
Meet in the Community Centre car
park, St Vigor Way, SO21 1SW.
For more information email
delia.rampton@talktalk.net.
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Around the district

Meon Valley U3A

From pantomime to fraudsters

It is amazing to think that Christmas
will soon be upon us again and this
report takes us into 2025.

We meet every first and third
Tuesday of each month at 2pm in the
Wickham Community Centre during
the lecture season. Guests— who pay
£2 to defray speaker costs — will
always have an especially warm
welcome. Tea and biscuits are
provided after the talk, and we always
have pre-loved books for charitable
sale.

Our next few meetings are:
4+ 3rd December — Kay Corke will be

giving a talk entitled “He’s behind

you!”. Kay is very much appreciated
in our community, and we greatly
look forward to hearing from her — |
believe it is about pantomime!

4 17th December — Glynn Edwards is
again organising a very light-
hearted Christmas quiz. We very
much enjoyed his presentation last
year. Both Kay and Glynn are
members, and it is excellent when
we can offer home-grown speakers.

4+ 7th January — we will have the
South East Police Cyber Crime
Team talking about “Online and
offline scams”. Scamming is a big
problem today and we are fortunate
to have experts to talk to us.

4 21st January — David Bailey will be
talking on “Wildlife Wanders, the
stories behind the images”. David
has lectured to us before and is an
excellent speaker.

Lyndon Palmer 07881991763
lyndonplmr@gmail.com

Home-Start Hampshire

Supporting families
throughout the Meon Valley

Home-Start Hampshire can offer

support to anybody that has at least

one child aged up to eleven years, or

is expecting a baby. We support

families for a variety of reasons

including:

4+They may be feeling isolated in their
community, have no family nearby
or be struggling to make friends.

4+They may be finding it hard to cope
because of their own or their child’s
illness or disability.

4+They may be struggling with the
emotional and physical demands of
having several young children.

Little moments change a

4+They may have complex needs that
impact the children’s well-being.

Anybody can make a request for
support to their local Home-Start
Hampshire office as long as the family
being referred has agreed to the
request being made. Families are also
able to request support themselves by
making a self-referral. To make a
referral please email
familysupport@hshants.org.uk or visit
our website https://home-
starthampshire.org.uk

The charity also offers volunteering
opportunties. Could you support a
family with young children for one or
two hours a week or even fortnightly?

Home-Start Hampshire in the Meon
Valley is currently recruiting
volunteers so if you would like to learn
new skills and do something
rewarding please get in touch on 0330
124 2095 or email us at
familysupport@hshants.org.uk to find
out more.

Margaret Moane

Waltham Priory Probus
Pleasant listening

and lunch

Our November meeting welcomed

guest speaker Don Bryan on the

“River Hamble: source to sea”. A very

interesting local subject much enjoyed

by members and guests.

Looking ahead our future meetings
include:
4+ 3rd December — Christmas meeting,

entertainment and lunch.

4 14th January — “Burns Lunch” with
Gerald Ponting on “The Northern
Lights”.

4 4th February — Geoff Watts on
“Botley and William Cobbett”.

4 4th March — Club AGM.

4 1st April — Mike Read on “The
Falkland Islands”.

Waltham Priory Probus is a mixed
club of men and women. We are
welcoming and friendly. We are able
to accept new members at present
and we have some interesting events
and speakers lined up.

If you would like to start each new
month with some entertainment
followed by a lunch then join us on the
first Tuesday morning of every month
in Botley.

Please contact our secretary on
01489 784252 or email
holmesmarion53@gmail.com for more
details.

Martin Cooke

illiam Cobbett



Around the district

Meon Voices

Start the celebrations
with a joyful concert

For a great way to get into the
Christmas mood come to the Meon
Voices Christmas Concert at St
Peter’s Church Bishop’s Waltham on
Saturday 14th December from
7.30pm.

This year the programme includes
a moving medley from Les Misérables,
three of John Rutter’'s most beautiful
pieces — What Sweeter Music, The

Colours of Christmas and Christmas
Lullaby, Eric Whitacre’s Glow and, as
always, audience carols to join in with
that raise the roof with Christmas
cheer.

There will be an interval with tea,
coffee and mince pies. There is no
need to book and while the concert is
free to attend there will be a cash
collection to be divided between the

choir and the church’s charities.

If, after all this, you are interested
in joining this friendly, uplifting choir —
pictured in rehearsal below — the
Monday night practices will
recommence in mid-January 2025,
7.30-9.30pm at the United Free
Church in Bishop’s Waltham,
culminating in a Christmas concert in
mid-December.

If you would like further
information, please email Jane on
janevose@icloud.com or contact Phil
on 01489 579078 or via email
coundleypj@yahoo.com

Lizz Clarke

Bishops Waltham Evening WI
Teatime treats for charity
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Members have been busy baking for a
tea and cake afternoon in aid of the
Breast Cancer Now charity. For a
donation people could help
themselves to a delicious selection of
homemade cakes (pictured left) with
plenty of tea.

There was a “guess the weight of
the cake” competition and in total
more than £300 was raised for the
charity with all supporters enjoying a
lovely afternoon.

Our meetings are held at 7.30pm in
St Peter’s Church Hall, Free Street
and guests are always welcome.

Our next two meetings will be:
4+ Tuesday 17th December: Christmas

Miscellany
4 Tuesday 21st January: Steve Bosle,

Chairman of Hampshire

Astronomical Society, talking about

Clanfield Observatory.

Pauline Powell

Winchester Go LD
Time for aquiz —
If you hurry!

There may still be time to book for the
annual quiz night in aid of Winchester
Go LD — a charity for supporting
people with learnng difficulties.

The quiz is on Friday 29th
November at Twyford Village Hall,
Hazeley Road SO21 1BH.

Tickets are £160 for a table of
eight and include a light supper. There
is a cash bar and “good raffle prizes”.

All donations go to Go LD. Details
and tickets are available from:
Fundraising@winchestergold.org.uk or
Ros Nell, rosnell83@gmail.com.

Claire Penny




Dates for your diaries

Every Thursday
Every Friday

27th November
28th—30th Nov
29th November
30th November
3rd December

3rd December
4th December

7th December
10th December
11th December
11th December

14th December
14th December

14th December
17th December
17th December
1st January

7th January

11th January
14th January

15th January

21st January
21st January

21st January

1st February
4th February

8th February

6.30pm-10pm, Swanmore Bridge Club, Paterson Centre.
2pm-4pm, MVARA Scrabble, Paterson Centre.

6.45pm, St Peter’s Church Hall, Free Street, Bishop’s Waltham Gardening
Club: Pauline Weeks on “The Wild Bunch in your Garden”.

7.30pm (Saturday matinée 2.30pm), Swanmore Village Hall, SADS pantomime
“Humpty Dumpty and the Magic Wall” by Limelight Scripts.

7pm for 7.15pm, Twyford Village Hall, Annual Quiz Night in aid of Go LD.
10.30am-12noon, Paterson Centre, Coffee morning in aid of St Barnabas’
Christmas flowers.

Botley, Waltham Priory Probus Club, Christmas meeting with lunch and
entertainment.

2pm, Wickham Community Centre, U3A meeting: Kay Corke on “He’s behind you”.
10am, Waltham Ramblers, Denmead via World's End (see p.23 for other
December walks).

7pm, St Barnabas, Silent Night Concert by Winchester Consort.
1.45-4.30pm, Paterson Centre, Nostalgic Film Club.

7.30pm, Droxford Hall, Meon Valley Garden Club: Christmas Social.

8pm, Paterson Centre, Swanmore Society: Daniel Ball on “The Watercress Line
through Time”.

9.45am-12noon, Marsh’s Meadows, Swanmore Conservation Group work party.
2-5pm, St Barnabas, Children’s Film and Tea. Children must be accompanied
by an adult.

7.30pm, St Peter’s Bishop’s Waltham, Meon Voices Christmas Concert.

2pm, Wickham Community Centre, U3A meeting: Christmas Quiz.

7.30pm, St Peter’s Church Hall, Free Street, Bishop’s Waltham WI “Christmas
Miscellany”.

10am, Waltham Ramblers, Swanmore via Dundridge (see p.23 for other
January walks).

2pm, Wickham Community Centre, U3A meeting: South East Police Cyber
Crime Team on “Online and offline scams”.

9.45am-12noon, Marsh’s Meadows, Swanmore Conservation Group work party.
Botley, Waltham Priory Probus Club: Burns Lunch with Gerald Ponting on “The
Northern Lights”.

8pm, Paterson Centre, Swanmore Society: “Titchfield Haven Past and Present”
by Richard Levett.

1.45-4.30pm, Paterson Centre, Nostalgic Film Club.

2pm, Wickham Community Centre, U3A meeting: David Bailey on “Wildlife
Wanders, the stories behind the images”.

7.30pm, St Peter’s Church Hall, Free Street, Bishop’s Waltham WI: Steve Bosle
on “Clanfield Observatory”.

7pm, Swanmore Village Hall, Quiz and Pudding Night.

Botley, Waltham Priory Probus Club: Geoff Watts on “Botley and William
Cobbett”.

9.45am-12noon, Marsh’'s Meadows, Swanmore Conservation Group work party.
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The advertising
“year” for six issues
of The Swanmore
Link begins with the
February/March
issue and renewal
subscriptions will
be duein early
January.

Thanks to all who
have renewed
already.

A reminder to those
still “thinking about
it” to contact John
Austin on
01489 893409 or
j.austin830@talktalk
.net as soon as
possible either to
renew or to start
advertising.

Advertisements can
now be in full colour
at no additional
charge.

Advertisers’ Directory

Animal services

Star Walks
The Dog Room

Building/carpentry/property

maintenance
M R Chase
Lee Cooper
Dean Architectural Technician
Diamond Carpentry
R & G Gamblin
Tim Millier Carpentry
Osborne Plastering
N W Stubbington Ltd

Chimneys/logs
Chimney Sweep

R J Ralls

Woodlea Nursery

Computer services
Computer Problems Solved

Educational/childcare
Sallie Smith
Swanmore Pre-School

Electrical services
Brickhill Electrical

P Graham Electrical
MFC Electrical Ltd

G Rixon Ltd

Fencing
RJS Fencing Contractor

Financial/legal services
Butler & Co

Chamberlains

Hayhurst Jackson Ltd
Nicholas Ridge

Florists
All About Flowers

Food & drink
Julia’s Kitchen
Wyches Vineyard

Funeral services
South Downs Funeral Service
Richard Steel & Partners

34
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37
33
38
33
36
34

38
36
34

31

33
37

35
36
34
31

30

36
37
35
31

33

33
28

29
28

Gardening/forestry

Natural Gardens 32
Oscar Emery Tree Care 33
Richard’s Grass Cutting 36
SJB Services 30
Gerald M Vivian 34
Gifts

Rescue, Remake & Relove 35

Glass & windows
SAJE UVPC 39
Steve West 32

Hairdressers
Shades of Sweetpea 35

Health services
Piers Spencer Osteopath 30
Saxby’s Eye Care 30

Household services
Alan Shawyer Appliance

Repairs 31
Creating Space 34
Home care
Lapis Care 32

Motor repairs

Taylor's Garage 38
Music
Meon Music 37

Outdoor living
Hampshire Shades 30

Painting and decorating

Philip Broad 34
R J Fisher 33
Mark & June Mason 34
N W Stubbington Ltd 34

Plumbing/heating

William Fleming 29
J D Humphrey Ltd 34
G Rixon Ltd 31
White Rose Plumbing 37
Printers

Solent Design 38

Septic tanks
Burrow Environmental 36
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WYCHES

VINEYARD

Award Winning Quality
English Wine from the
chalky slopes of The South
Downs in Upper Swanmore

Please contact us by email, phone, or by
completing the online form on our website. o o

; ) " . WYCHES
We will deliver for free within a 20-mile .

radius of Swanmore, Hampshire.

5% discount available on orders
of 12 bottles or more.

WESSEX REGION

South Downs Funeral Service

4 Funeral Directors & Memorial Consultants
! - ath - . Ll 2. = ] | A L '-—‘. 1 *:"'-‘_:_ - !

SOUTH DOWNS ==~

FUNERAL SERVIUE

— =

Your Local, Independent & Family Owned Funeral
Homes of Denmead, Wickham & Clanfield

Owr Clanfield Funeral Home Our Denmead Funeral Home Our Wickham Funeral Home
43 Drift Road, Clanfield POS8 0)5 The Old Post Office House, Hambledon Road, 13 The Square, Wickham,
Tel: 02392 570239 Denmead PO7 ENN | Tel: 02392 231567 Fareham, PO17 5]G | Tel: 01329 833920
clanfield@southdownsfuneralservice.com care@southdownsfuneralservice.com wickham@southdownsfuneralservice.com

Direct Funeral Services from £995.00
Traditional & Tailored Funeral Services from £1725.00

www.southdownsfuneralservice.com

Golden Charter Funeral Plans
; local and persanal service
Gglden Char[‘er J:t Floristry service | Stonemasonry service
L No deposits required
Fully accredited and regulated members of SAIF
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W F Plumbing Heating #” /|
- REFCOM"®
safe wtfleming@Icloud.com
ss1073 weie 07775 866690 T
William " 01329 830379
Fleming
Plumbing & Heating & Renewables 43 years experience
Boilers :- Servicing, Replaced, upgrades Heat Pumps
Central Heating :- Flushed Air Con Splits £1,199
Gas, LPG, Oil, Air Con, Heat Pumps Breakdown . Service
Domestic & Commercial New Installs
Air Con Split Installed £1,199 inc Vat with remote control with 5 years Warranty
& i i
Registered AORCESTER ['*Hf‘.] BOSCH
Technician
30832

RICHARD

“STEEL-

& PARTNERS

THE FAMILY OWNED
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

BiCHARD

=S EEL-

B PARTHMERS

BISHOP’S WALTHAM WINCHESTER ALRESFORD
The Gate House, Victoria Road, Alderman House, 12—14 City Road, 58 West Street, Alresford,
Bishop’s Waltham, SO32 1D] Winchester, SO23 8SD Hampshire, SO24 9AU

01489 892640 01962 862333 01962798789
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Piers Spencer

Registered Osteopath 'I_[
Bishop's Waltham HAm‘S’E'Z"RE
Osteopathic Clinic

White Hart Stables, Bank Street G ET READY FOR

Bishop's Waltham SO32 1AN S E R

piersspencer@hotmail.com
www.bwosteopathy.co.uk

axby,
%ds
A

£ye Care

2 Houchin Street, Bishops Waltham SO32 1AR

01489 896330

info@saxbys-eyecare.co.uk

S.J.B SERVICES

Tree and Hedge
Maintenance

A Fully qualified and insured

A One off jobs

A Regular maintenance

Stock Fence | Deer Fence | Equifence A Local reliable service based in Swanmore

Post & Rail | Stake & Rail

Permanent | Electric Fencing

Closeboards | Panel Fencing | Trellis

Picket Fencing | Dog Proof Fencing

Call Richard on
www.rjs-fencing.co.uk

Contact Simon for a FREE quotation on:

01489 890577 | 07976 264719

NS B L ™ simonbrn3@googlemail.com
' @s.j.b.services
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EXPERT TAXADVICE
WITH A HUMAN FACE
FORTHE MEON VALLEY

G. RIXON LTD.

ELECTRICAL PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEERS

GENERATION

Is IHT a factor in making my Will? Is a Family Trust a good idea?

PROPERTY OR WORK OVERSEAS

How does it affect my tax if | live, work or have property abroad?

FOR ENTREPRENEURS

Am | the only one wondering whether it's worth all the aggro?

PERSONAL TAX

What is the best way to order my tax affairs, in full compliance
with the law?

SELLING MY BUSINESS

How much tax will | pay? What is my business worth?

TAX E)\PERTISE
Oakleaf, Ludwells Lane, Waltham Chase, Southampton, SO32 2NP

t: 01489 899102 e: nicholas@nicholasridgecta.co.uk
www.nicholasridgecta.co.uk

ALAN SHAWYER

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE REPAIRS

» Washing Machines «
* Tumble Dryers -
» Dishwashers -
» Cookers & Refrigeration -

T: 01489 895165
M: 07815 054077

safe
APPROVED CONTRACTOR REGISTER

01323 834600

enquiries@g-rixon-ltd. co. uk

WWW. g-rixon-ltd.co. uk

We carry out small jobs such as attending to faulty
light fittings and dripping taps, to larger jobs such
as complete rewires and replacement bathrooms.
We are disabled adaptation specialists and install
level access showers and accessible kitchens.

G. RIXON LTD. Wynot Heath Road Soberton Hampshire SO32 3PQ

Carpen Building

All Types of Carpentry & Building Work Undertaken

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Windows & Doors,
Renovations & Repairs, Wardrobes & Cupboards,
Roofing, Painting & Decorating, Furniture Restoration

Professionally Qualified & Fully Insured
20+ Years of Local Experience

M: 07875 557961 T: 01489 895890
E: leeacooper@talktalk.net
W: www.leecoopercarpentry.co.uk

M Problems Solve))

LA

Christopher Guénier

01489 890738
07962 641796

CPS Ltd, Orchardlea
Swanmore, Hampshire. SO32 2Q7Z

info@computerproblemssolvedltd.co.uk
www.cps-ltd.org.uk
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NATURAL GARDENS

ANGELA PALMERTON wcHort, mpeca

Gardening with Nature in Mind

WILDLIFE GARDENING i-i‘ij*
CONSULTANCY AND ADVICE ’
NATURAL LANDSCAPE & GARDEN DESIGN
BORDER & PLANTING DESIGNS

- SPECIALIST PRUNING
) T, ¥t

07789 293591
angela@natural-gardens.co.uk
www.natural-gardens.co.uk

Helping people to create and manage
ecologically diverse gardens and
landscapes

Your Local Home
Care Provider &

Consultancy Service, ; 20
%OI"E Owned and Run by e
Registered Nurses gae

Want to be part of a fantastic
team and really make a
difference?

Lapis believe that:

Cared for staff = Cared for clients
Call or email us now for more

Domestic duties information.

.: Call us on 01489 890016 to see
how we can help you, or

Derment : _
Friondly  email: contact@|apiscare.com

www.lapiscare.com
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RJ Ralls

solid fuel services

Chimney Sweep

Fully qualified and registered
Fully insured
Certificates issued

Contact Rob on 07795 060 270

rjralls.co.uk

LOCAL GLASS REPAIRS
INDO §s & DOORS

Replacement Double Clazed Units
Remedial work to Windows & UPVC Doors
Emergency Lock Outs
Lock Replacements for Windows & UPVC Doors

Steve West: 07718 513283
Email: bootnheck67@icloud.com
Based in Swanmore




DIAMOND ey

Carpentry & Construction™

All About Flowers

at Botley Mills
All Aspects of Carpentry & Building Work Undertaken
Wedding Flowers, Funeral Tributes,

Bouquets, Balloons and Events

02381 781870

email:
rose.allaboutflowers@gmail.com

Extensions - Refurbishments - New Builds
Fully Fitted Kitchens & Bathrooms - Doors & Windows
Bespoke Jonery - Car Ports & Garden Buidings

Decking & Fencng - Landscaping

Fuslly Qualifiesd & losured I:\?_,I ReEible & Trustwortbey Servicr i{c' High Cuality Waoarkmanshig S

deliveries

Contact Mike Emmence for a free quotation www.allaboutflowers.co.uk

Mob: 07530 966318 el 01489 895316 ;
Email: sales@diamondcarpentry.com R - J - F I S h e r Ltd
www.diamondcarpentry.com Interior & Exterior Painting
& Decorating

Taila -t .
J”‘ﬁ”‘ 3 Over 30 years experience
Kitchen _
For your free estimate
- please telephone
Business Lunches o . 30 01489 331136
Corporate Events L e
Christenings e T 07921 508941
Funeral Wakes o L
Dinner Parties | offer English, French and German Tuition
Our menus are bespoke, created to GCSE Level including adults returning
to suit your budget and requirements. to learning and SEN.

Special dietary needs catered for. All subjects at Foundation, KS1 and KS2.
www.juliaskitchenbw.co.uk Eommon Entrance Prepa(atlon.
jkcateringenquiries@gmail.com French and German Conversation Groups.

07702 192166 Please contact Sallie Smith,
Primary/Secondary Teacher —
33 years’ experience B.A. Hons, PGCE,
DBS checked
OSCAR EMERY 01489 278018 - 07762 492651
TREE CARE salliesmith@sky.com
OSCAR EMERY - Qualified, Passionate and Tim Millier
Reliable Arborist, covering all of Hampshire Carpentry
Your requirements to our standards
Carpentry Joinery

Built-in Lounge, Study and Bedroom Furniture
Doors fitted, Woodwork Repairs carried out
Custom Built Projects, Building Services

All aspects of lree work

Tel: 01489 892063

Email: tim.millier@gmail.com

07399 700295
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INTERIOR &
EXTERIOR
DESIGN &

DECORATION

Full Colour Schemes Available

For free, friendly advice and quotes please call
Philip Broad - Tel: 023 9281 2042 Mobile: 07720 604035
Qualified Interior Designer
Flat 7, Dymond House, Gisors Road, Southsea, PO4 8GZ

J & D Humphrey Ltd

Plumbing, Gas, Oil & Solid Fuel
Heating Installations

Gas Fitting and Servicing
Gas Safe Register No: 9995

REGISTERED PLUMBER

50 Goodlands Vale, Hedge End. SO30 4SL
Telephone: 01489 893620

K& MFC Electrical Ltd

\

|"\.
J Michael Capell

Email: mcapell?5@gmail.com

Mobile: 07973 407875

Gerald M Vivian. Landscape Gardener

0 Paving 0 Ponds & Water features
O Flintwork 0 Natural Stonework
¢ Lawns

¢ Brick walls & Steps
¢ Fencing & Gates
0 Pergolas & Garden structures ¢ Driveways

Over 25 years experience with a reputation for
high standards of work.

Tel: 01489 893954 Mob: 07769 690454
g.vivian@btinternet.com
www.geraldvivianlandscapes.co.uk

MARK & JUNE MASON

HUSBAND AND WIFE HIGH QUALITY
PAINTERS AND DECORATORS

Period to modern properties
We work around your requirements

01329 235847/ 07973 162397
masonspaint.co.uk

SEASONED LOGS
FOR SALE

Half or full load delivered

For further details call John on
07940 357839

Woodlea Nursery Durley

N.W. STUBBINGTON LTD

BUILDER ¢ PAINTER « DECORATOR

Extensions ¢ Roof Repairs
* Alterations ¢ Interior Decorator
 External Painting
* Insurance Work etc.

02392 376994 - 07967 002885

Star Walks . .

Dog Walking & Pet Care Services.‘

Call Mich Andrews on
07710252320

. Covering Swanmore, Bishops Waltham

. ‘ & surrounding areas

Insured, DBS and First Aid Trained
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®

Hayhurstiackson

Limited

ACCOUNTING & TAXATION

SPECIALISTS

We offer a friendly and personal service

Our personal, yet professional, service allows us
to tailor our work to your bespoke requirements,
resulting in financial services which accurately
reflect your needs.

» Bookkeeping

= VAT, PAYE & CIS

= Accounts Preparation

e Personal & Corporation Tax Returns

Martin Jackson & Linda Barham
Tel: 02380 693999/07791 547843
linda@hayhurstjackson.co.uk

48 Friars Croft
Calmore, Totton
Southampton, 5040 255

11 Fontwell Gardens
Horton Heath
Eastieigh, 5050 7ML

TR

fio ot

Locally handmade, unique
and quirky gifts for
unique and quirky people.

We use left-over, upcycled, and
pre-loved wood, fabrics, and
bits ‘n’ pieces to create special
things you'll love

Shop now on Etsy.com:/

https://www.etsy.com/shop/rescueremakerelove,

ShadesolSuseel

HAIR BY D.FULSTOW

)CG

Debbie & her team would like to welcome you to
Shades of Sweetpea hair salon. A new hairdressing
business situated in Chapel Road Swanmore. Specialists
in cuts and colours, also wedding and occasion hair.
Pop in and pick up a price list, or book a free of charge
consultation, so we can assess your hair and advise you
on the right style for you and your hair.

All the family welcome!

Chapel Road, Swanmore SO32 2QB
01489 893646

Open
Wednesday 9am-6.30pm, Thursday 10am-8pm,
Friday 9am-7.30pm, Saturday 8am-3pm

00 &

LOREAL

g=> Electrician

\_/ brickhill-electrical.co.uk

S T L
All electrical work under taken

e Electric Gates
e EV Chargers
e Air Conditioning

Sockets
Lighting

Smoke Alarms

Landlord Inspections ¢ Hot Tubs

Call Chris on: 01489 287826
07852 362154

Reasonably Priced - Small Jobs Welcome

chris@brickhill-electrical.co.uk "i“m

OOMESTIC
INSTRLLER

To advertise in the
Swanmore Magazine contact
John Austin on
01489 893409
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BURROW <

Septic Tank Owners
. register your interest
Qualified Friendly Reliable :
Plstering Servic - in a fully-funded upgrade

No Job Too Small
Free Estimates

OSBORNE

Due to the Phosphate pollution in your local
Tel: 07826539630 : h : : k
info@osborneplastering.uk river catchment we are operating a septic tan
oshorneplastering.uk \ replacement scheme using private funding.

We install wastewater treatment plants that

R‘chﬂrd" Gm” remove almost all pollutants, with funding secured

from planning applicants who need to create a

Cl.lltll‘lﬂ (Il'ld Hedge positive impact on the environment.

36

mmmtng semm - Register on our website today. g
o * Call for a free | £
estimate
‘ e 7 days to accept or
cancel o . -
Tel: 01489 422272 Mobile: 07748 856684 | burrow-environmental.com 01935 507 508
SR P. Graham Electrical Ltd

:&?} % v CHARTERED o
= P SRSV -\ Electrical Contractor

(&/& W PS’Q Chartered Accountants -
HOPS & Registered Auditors
- I

[
IS EIIZ NI ERRZ
RPPROVED oomesTic REGISTERED MEMBER

: CONTRACTOR wstauer |-
LOCAL INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANTS AND @n / a1 Tvpes oF work unpertaken 2 ECA
TAXATION ADVISORS Domestic - Commercial - Industrial

Installation of Electric Car Charger including OLEV grant

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

Tel: 01489 890555 (answer phone) Mobile: 07766 525524

Full range of accountancy, auditing & taxation services Email: pgrahamelectrical@btinternet.com
Based: Hoe Road, Bishop’s Waltham

Business start up advice

Book-keeping and Payroll Services THE DOG RO OM

Self-Assessment Returns

Bathing, Clipping, Scissoring
Detailed Fixed Cost Quotes & Hand Stripping
Nails, Ears and Glands

Avalon House, Waltham Business Park, Quiet handling,
Brickyard Road, Swanmore, Southampton, professionally trained
SO32 2SA
Tel: 01489 896996

Microchip service with

National reg - vet & KC trained

Email: enquiries@butlerco-bw.co.uk

Website: www.butlerco-bw.co.uk Tel: Waltham Chase 01489 892272
or 07710 622881




lessons,
live music
& more

gfmeon
PEAmusic

R singing - piano / keyboard - theory
tU|t|on exam support - technology

wedding packages - bands, duos,
Ilve mUSIC soloists - large and small events
also recordings - compositions < accompaniments

www.meonmusic.net

Call: 07934 791134

Lower Chase Road, Swanmore

on lessons
8.30am-10am

Planning - Building Regulation

Architectural Services

If you're planning on an extension, loft conversion or any
alteration to your home it's always best to get
professional advice.

Free consulations from a local fully qualified
Architectural Technician.

‘*" Telephone Dean on 07714058475 ‘}

WHITE ROSE PLUMBING

All Plumbing Work From Bathroom Suites
To Tap Washers - To Blocked Drains

Contact:

Russell Beaumont

Tel: 01489 893419 - Mob: 07843 586366
Email: whiteroseplumb@agooglemail.com

é. Charity No: 801230
.' -

f’:”/f

Swanmnre Pre Schnnl
"un'rqu}tu*.wni J.Ium

Church road, Swanmore SO32 2PA
www.swanmorepreschool.org.uk

We are open Monday-Friday 8.30am-3.30pm,
term time.

We offer flexible start and finish times.

We are registered for children aged 2-5 years.

¢ Located in a purpose-built building for
Early years

¢ Indoor and outdoor learning environments

¢ Experienced professional and friendly staff

e We work closely with families and Carers to
support learning & development

¢ Approved to offer 15 and 30 hours EYE
funding and 2 year funding

To find out more please email:
sarah.hiscock@swanmorepreschool.org.uk

or contact us on
01489-893779 or 07958 436396

CHAMBERLAINS

FAMILY SOLICITORS

Residential Conveyancing
Commercial Property
Probate & Wills
Estate Administration
Lasting Powers of Attorney

RED LION STREET
BISHOP’S WALTHAM SO32 1ST

tel (01489) 896141

info@chamberlainslaw.co.uk
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aylors Garage
Droxford
Hampshire SO32 3QL

Tel: 01489 877433

CAR and MOTORCYCLE
MOTs

Service and repair to cars
light commercials and horse trailers

Air conditioning - service & repair

Competitive prices on
tyres batteries and exhausts

Collection & delivery or loan car available
subject to availability

BUY WITH CONFIDENCE
Trading Standards Approved Trader

#:l—’ —_—
: G GAMB '
' ?~ & /v '
I I
: e 1““ Alteration Reﬂl’]y :
- w Planning work -
T Bricklaying. Dlgger Hire. r
. Civil Engineering. Drainage. T
+ UPVC Windows & Doors. Fencing.

T Plastic Fascia & Soffit. Plastering. I
I Concrete. Driveways. T
I Loft Conversion. Plumbing.

I Roofing Pitch & Flat. Garages. T
I Painting. Carpentry. I
I—] Conservatories. Electrics. I
i For Free Estimates please phone H
i Rob .
: 01489 - 891801 ;

1 I 1 1 1 i I 1 1

CHIMNEY SWtEP

@ Professional & comprehensive service

4 Stringent dust control methods observed
4 No mess guarantee

4 Bird guards & weather cowls fitted

@ Wood stoves & multi-fuel stoves serviced

@ Calls taken seven days a week

Tel: 01962 734029
Mobile: 07721 458067

M.R. CHASE BUILDING COMPANY LTD

Your Complete Building Company

A FINE FAMILY TRADITION OF
QUALITY CRAFTSMANSHIP

FREE QUOTATIONS & EXPERT ADVICE
FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING REQUIREMENTS

FOR THE BEST IN RELIABILITY,

CUSTOMER CARE & ATTENTION TO DETAIL

FV]

07966 222778

mrcbldco@yahoo.co.uk

@ Flue inspection & airflow testing
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® Design ® Labels

® Artwork ® Postcards

@ Stationery ® Folders

® | eaflets ® Posters

® Flyers ® Banners

S 0 L E N T ® Brochures ® Vinyl

DESIGN ® Booklets ° E;'(hibition

® Newsletters isplays

Tel: 01489 892344 « Email: sales@solentdesignstudio.com

www.solentdesignstudio.com



stood the test of time”

' SAJE UPVC
“High quality service that's

« Still a family business.

[ - still your local manufacturer
euroce"® and installer.

All Togqether better « Still sending quotes by email/
| post with no pressure selling.

%+ Still around to support our 10

‘ ear guarantee.
BFRC VeEr e

» Still traditional good manners
and good service.

i Our range includes everything |

Registered Company
from PVC to hardwood and

Checkatrade.com }§ aluminium

Established in 1980 1 Don’t believe us?
SAJE : Check out our work at
Brookfield Farm, Mislingford Road, l checkatrade.com

Swanmore, Southampton.
SO32 2QE

Email: sales@sajeupvc.co.uk ca" us on. 01 329 835836 ;
Online: www.sajeupvc.co.uk isit us at: www.sajeupvc.co.uk
: o

|




Parish and village directory

St Barnabas contacts
Church Wardens Janet Chant 01489 894942
Dave Lee 07941 777448
churchwardens@stbarnabas.org.uk
vicar@stbarnabas.org.uk 07709 919602
revd.andydavis@gmail.com
Emma Sajo
pccsec@stbarnabas.org.uk
Andrew Wilkinson

Revd Andy Davis
PCC Secretary 01489 895724

PCC Treasurer 01489 895870

Parish Giving Champion
Safeguarding Officer

Derrinda Laing
Caroline Vost

01489 894250
07542 706642

safeguarding@stbarnabas.org.uk

Home Groups Co-ordinator

Electoral Roll Officer Jenny Sharpe

Sacristan Vicky Cronin
Christian Aid Rep Wendy Horn
Church Cleaning Penny Smith
Church Flowers Juliet Helbren
Captain of the Tower Ed Collis

Church Clock
Cygnets
Data Protection contact

Roger de Vere
Teresa Reynolds
Amanda Ankers

tbd
01489 892750
01489 536483
01489 354045
07876 657285
01489 893316
02392 523650
01489 892768
07415 982206
01489 893415

dataprotection@stbarnabas.org.uk

Parish Administrator Gail Norris

office@stbarnabas.org.uk

Website www.stbarnabas.org.uk

Paterson Centre
Enquiries

The Swanmore Link village magazine

Editor Penny Clive
editor@stbarnabas.org.uk

Village directory Roger de Vere
deverer2@gmail.com

Distribution

Advertising

Sue de Vere
John Austin

office@stbarnabas.org.uk

01489 895923

01489 892768

01489 892768
01489 893409

Swanmore Methodist Church contacts

Swanmore Parish Council

Executive Officer Tracey Molloy
clerk@swanmorepc.org.uk

Accredited Community Safety Officer

Gary McCulloch 07442 156124

acso@swanmorepc.org.uk or Facebook-Swanmore ACSO

Village archives — enquiries should be sent to the Executive
Officer

01489 890651

Swanmore College

Headteacher
Community Programme

01489 892256
01489 897896

Kyle Jonathan
Chris Loveday

Swanmore Primary School

Headteacher John Paterson
Site Manager Scot Murray
Friends of... (FOSPS) Naomi Thorby

01489 894555
07935 699854
01489 894555

Village Amenities

Barnaby’s Community Coffee Shop
www.barnabys.coffee

01489 854490

Village Hall
Chairman Jon Woodman 01489 890582
Bookings Jon Woodman 01489 890582

http://swanmorevillagehall.skedda.com/booking

Care Group
Help numbers Barry Rowe 01489 894521
Allison Gurry 01489 895188
If no reply please ring the next number on the list. Do not leave
answer phone messages. Please call between 9am and 6pm

during the week and only in an emergency at weekends.

Lunch Club
Queries from new or existing volunteers

Stewards

stewards@s-m-c.org.uk

01489 896182

Ann Warrington

Queries from new or existing members
Pam Manson

01329 510667

01489 892374

Hall Bookings swanmoremclettings@gmail.com 01489 896387

Church Notices Jill Sutton

Local Authorities

Hampshire County Council

Winchester City Council

Hampshire Council of Community Services
Electoral Registration Office

County Archivist

Local Representatives
Local MP

Hants County Councillor
Winchester City
Councillors

Malcolm Wallace
Danny Lee
Malcolm Wallace
Suzanne White
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Dr Danny Chambers

01489 892824

03300 551375
01962 840222
01962 854971
01962 840222
01962 863153

01962 868586
07739 050224
07896 644504
07739 050224
07944 010909

Baby & Toddler Support
Cygnets

Swanmore Pre-School

The Greenery

07415 982206
01489 893779
07599 954819

Teresa Reynolds
Sarah Hiscock
Hannah Wallace

Police

Non-emergency 101
Police Community Support Officer tbd
Doctors

Bishop’s Waltham 01489 892288
Wickham 01329 833121
Droxford 01489 877588
Hospitals

01962 863535
02380 634288
02380 777222
02392 286000

Royal Hampshire, Winchester

Royal South Hampshire, Southampton
Southampton General

Queen Alexandra & St Mary's Hospitals



Transport

Southampton Airport

Railway Timetable Enquiries (Domestic)
International Rail Enquiries

Local Buses (Rosemary Ridgeley)
Bournemouth Airport

Clubs and Social Organisations
Bridge Bev Rutter
Disabled Club Susan Stephens
Dramatic Society (SADS) Caroline Powell

Manéglise Twinning lan Ford
Meon Valley Lions Club Carole Dash
Ramblers Pauline Reed
Swanmore Art Group Julia Wright
Swanmore Society Roger Morfill
Conservation Group Carol Paling

Francis Baxter
Jean Hayman

Swanmore Old-Time &
Modern Seq. Dancing

Youth Organisations

Scouts — Group Leader
Scout Leader

Julian Livingstone
Jo Fox

Cub Scouts Julie Goddard
goddard@aol.com
Beavers Roisin Smith

Swanmorebeavers@gmail.com
Rainbows Sallyann Smith
1st Swanmore Brownies Shelley Rengger

swanmorebrownies@gmail.com
2nd/3rd Swanmore Guides Sarah Woodman
Meon Valley Rangers Sarah Chittock
BW Dynamos Chris Barber

Soccer School Alison Fripp
Waltham Wolves John Hickey
SwanmoreYouth FC

Sports Clubs

Meon Valley Bowling Club  John Gray
familygray2go@gmail.com

Lawn Tennis Mandy White
sec@swanmoretennis.co.uk

Swanmore Cricket Club Oliver Rowe

Other Organisations

Action for Children Mavis Daniels
Age Concern Information Hub
Cancer Research Anne Pearson

Children's Society Vicky Cronin
Dinah Weberstadt
Hand Bells Julia Wright

Home-Start Hampshire Laura Vincent
Support for young families in the home

Macmillan Cancer Support Kathy Weaver

Meon Valley Carers Group via Andover Mind
enquiries@andovermind.org.uk

Meon Valley Trefoil Guild  Denise Lord

Royal British Legion Dinah Weberstadt

RBL Poppy Fund Jennifer Campbell-Gurry

Swanmore Educational Trust Richard Cooksley
secretary.swanmoreET@gmail.com

02380 629600
08457 484950
02072 785240
01489 894205
01202 364000

07884 492041
01489 877585
07701 044563
01489 890462
07778 581723
01489 892386
01489 893378
01489 892823
01489 894294
01329 236587
01489 809271

01489 893399
01489 894765
07879 330707

07748 113320

01489 890802
01329 832952

01489 893280
07870 136817
07721 555733

01489 899113
07539 424674

01489 896194

07816 332324

01489 892768
0800 3287154
01489 892822
01489 536483
01489 896967
01489 893378
0330 1242095

01489 895630
01264 332297

07747 064455
01489 896967
07879 250601
01489 895776

Sustainable Waltham Chase Kim Blakeway

and Swanmore (SWaCS)
Swanmore “Litter squad”
Woodland Trust

David Street
Dennis Wheeler

Utilities Emergencies

Electricity Emergency

Power cuts
Gas Emergency/escapes
Portsmouth Water General enquiries
BT Directory enquiries

Other services

Alcoholics Anonymous
Animal Shelter
Bank Scam Service

Blood Donors

Citizens’ Advice Bureau (CAB)
Community Health Council

Department of Work and Pensions (DWP)
Family Conciliation Service
Hampshire Library Services
Housing Office, Winchester
Job Centre, Fareham

Night Shelter, Winchester
Parent Support Link

PDSA Southampton
Portsmouth
Registrar of Births, Marriages and Deaths
Relate (Marriage Guidance)
RSPCA, Stubbington
Samaritans Portsmouth
Southampton
Winchester
Adult services
Child Services

Social Services

info@swacs.co.uk

01489 896331
07490 676710

0800 404090
105

0800 111999
02392 499888
118500

01962 869129
01329 667541
159

0800 373701
03444 111306
01962 860661
0800 0113797
02392 660919
0845 6035631
01962 840222
01329 231551
01962 878500
02380 399764
02380 773505
02392 754429
03005 551392
01962 861336
01329 667541
02392 691313
02380 632888
01962 860633
0845 6035630
0845 6035620

This directory has been compiled jointly by the
Parish Council and churches in Swanmore to help
you find contacts within the village for furher

information.

Please help us to help you by keeping this
directory up to date. Amendments or additions

should be sent to Roger de Vere at

deverer2@gmail.com, with “Parish magazine”
as the subject, at least three days before the

deadline for the magazine.

Barnaby's

Barnaby’s Community Coffee Shop

For information about news, events and
to check opening times visit
www.barnabys.coffee
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