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The Swanmore Link
The Swanmore Link – which is free of charge to 
all residents – can be collected from The Link 
(between the church and the Paterson Centre) 
whenever it is open, generally between 9am and 
5pm each day.

If you are housebound or disabled and unable 
to collect your magazine then please contact Sue 
de Vere on 01489 892768 who can arrange 
delivery. 

The magazine can also be posted to you at a 
cost of £15 p.a. to cover postage. To arrange 
payment please contact 
treasurer@stbarnabas.org.uk.

The Swanmore Link can also be read online 
at the St Barnabas website (https://
stbarnabas.org.uk/information-hub). If you would 
like to be alerted by email when the online 
version is available please contact the Parish 
Office (office@stbarnabas.org.uk).
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Just before I became Vicar of Christ Church and Holy 
Trinity churches in Gosport, Christ Church members 
pushed their pews to the sides and held a barn dance in 
the church. It was so successful and so enjoyed, it 
became a regular fixture. When Holy Trinity held a 
“Christmas Market” the chairs in the nave were moved 
and lots of stalls set up. 

These scenarios made some feel uneasy, thinking 
them “inappropriate” uses of a holy place. 

The first thing to say is that new uses always raise 
eyebrows but ,a short time later, we wondered what the 
fuss was about. I can remember protests about serving 
coffee at the back of church. Now, it is commonplace. 
When we drew up plans to put toilets in one particular 
church, one lady said “why do you need toilets in a 
church?”(I felt like saying, “Isn’t the answer obvious?”). 
There was uproar when cathedrals introduced book 
shops and cafés – often in part of the worship space or 
the crypt – but now they are expected to be there. 
When Holy Trinity Gosport was put “in the round”, some 
people thought it was sacrilegious, whereas now, with 
very few exceptions, people find that it has made the 
building even more beautiful and even more holy. 

Secondly, people often cite Jesus overturning the 
tables in the temple – “My house is a house of prayer, 
but you have made it a den of thieves” – and use that 
as an argument against anything happening in church 
except worship. But that incident is about the fact that 
money-making had become the first thing you 
encountered on entering the temple – and that you 
couldn’t get into the temple without purchasing 
something. As long as prayer and worship is the priority 
and God’s temple is accessible to all, this should not be 
a problem. 

But, most importantly, we must remind ourselves that 
Christ’s Gospel is all about the removal of barriers 

between the “sacred” and the 
“profane”, or between the 
“sacred” and the “secular”. 
Christianity celebrates the fact 
that God is found in and through 
the everyday and the 
“mundane”. Jesus allowed 
worship to take place anywhere 
– not just in the temple or 
synagogue, but in houses, in 
fields, on plains, up on mountains 
and on hills. He commended King David for having 
marched into the temple and fed his soldiers on the 
“blessed bread” These ideas would have been regarded 
as infinitely more outrageous than having some fair 
stalls in a church building! 

Jesus used everyday objects and everyday activities 
(sowing seeds, sweeping houses, taking journeys, and 
throwing parties) to talk about God’s holiness and God’s 
kingdom. He rejected the idea that the criminal and the 
outcast could not be close to God or be allowed into his 
presence. He did not proclaim that things should be 
“holy and set apart” but “holy and everyday”. This is 
supremely proclaimed through the use of basic 
sustenance, ordinary food and drink – bread and wine – 
to be the most profound living sign of God’s loving 
presence. Ordinary activities become vehicles of grace. 
Daily life is holy. 

I believe that a church is made holy by worshipping 
God within it, and part of our worship has to be about 
following Christ’s example of bringing people in and 
making them feel welcome and at home, no matter 
whom they are or what they have done. To be in a 
building and catch a glimpse of what its primary 
purpose is can be a wonderful way of making prayer 
and worship an open possibility for someone who has 
never thought of it before.  

We must allow people to enter a church building and 
be able to acknowledge and celebrate their “everyday 
humanity” within the buildings that are there for one 
reason, and one reason only: to proclaim that “God is 
with us”. 

With love, 

The Revd Andy Davis 
 07709 919602 

vicar@stbarnabas.org.uk 
 revd.andydavis@gmail.com 

From the Vicarage
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We encourage everybody to pray for the 
people of Ukraine, Gaza and Israel. For 

those who have power to work for peace, 
for those made homeless in the conflicts 

and for all those who are suffering, 
grieving 

and living 
in fear.

Revd Andy Davis

What can you do in a church building?



Prayer Corner 
You might think it’s odd talking about a 
prayer corner in a church. Surely, the 
whole building is a place of prayer and 
worship. And, of course, you’re right!  

Sometimes, though, it’s good to 
have a dedicated, cosy space to come 
and sit alone or with a friend whenever 
the church is open. Perhaps you can’t 
or don’t want to join Sunday worship 
with dozens of others; perhaps you’d 
rather pop in and think about 
something or chat to God on your 
own; perhaps you don’t quite know 
where to start. 

In our revamped Prayer Corner (at 
the front by the memorial candle 
holder), you will find comfortable 
chairs, some prayer cards to help you, 
resources to take away, a bible or two 
and visual aids.  

You don’t have to be a member of 
the congregation to drop in; you don’t 
have to be an expert pray-er; you don’t 
have to stay for hours. Please feel free 
to try it out – whether you are bursting 
with a sense of joy and thanksgiving, 
or sad and in distress, or simply 
wanting a bit of downtime. You will be 
most welcome and God is always 
waiting. 

Hazel Whitehead 

Jen Frampton at the Prayer Corner. 

From St Barnabas’ Church
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Sunday 6th October 
The Nineteenth Sunday after 

Trinity – Harvest Festival 
8am Holy Communion 
10am An all age non-

Communion service for 
Harvest. Please come and 
join in the fun, bringing with 
you dried goods and tins that 
will be distributed locally. 

Sunday 13th October 
The Twentieth Sunday after 

Trinity 
No 8am 
10 am Holy Communion 

Sunday 20th October 
The Twenty-first Sunday after 

Trinity 
8am Holy Communion 
10am Café Church  

Saturday 26th October  
4pm–6pm Light Party for three 

to ten year olds 
  
Sunday 27th October 
Bible Sunday – The Last 

Sunday after Trinity – 
No 8am  
10am Holy Communion 
5pm All Souls Annual 

Thanksgiving and Memorial 
Service. Preceded by tea at 
4pm 

Sunday 3rd November 
All Saints’   
No 8am 
10am Holy Communion 

Sunday 10th November 
The Third Sunday before 

Advent – Remembrance 
Sunday 

8am Holy Communion  
10am Remembrance service – 

The 10am service is in church 
and at 10.50am parades to the 
War Memorial. 

Sunday 17th November 
The Second Sunday before 

Advent 
8am Holy Communion  
10am Café Church 

Sunday 24th November 
Christ the King – Sunday next 

before Advent  
No 8am 
10am Holy Communion 

Sunday 1th December 
Advent Sunday 
8am Holy Communion 
10am All Age Communion Toy 

Service. Robert the Bear is 
making a return visit with his 
new friend, Melanie. Last year, 
he couldn't come as he was 
moving house but looks 
forward to being with us again, 
representing the Roberts' 
Centre. As usual, he will be 
very grateful for any new or 
almost new toys, books and 
games which he will share  
among children and teenagers 
who don't have many presents 
at Christmas. (He may struggle 
to find homes for very large 

Services in October & 
November



Midwives, prostitutes, prophets and 
widows… are just a few of the women 
in the bible. Maybe you’re familiar with 
the woman of Endor, the wise woman 
of Abel, Ritzpah and Huldah and, if so, 
well done! The 20 or so people 
(including two men) who spent a 
Saturday in July delving into scripture 
were not so well-informed. And neither 
was I until I looked them up 
beforehand – but we are all more 
knowledgeable now. As Anne Davies 
said “I had never really thought about 
women in the bible until Saturday 
when I realised I knew very little”. 

Did you know only about 8% of the 
people in the bible are women and yet 
they played significant roles, 
contributing to God’s mission and 
Jesus’ ministry? Here are a couple of 
insights we gained. 

Many women were unnamed. 
Why? It was common to define 
somebody by their relationship with a 
place or person: the widow of Nain, 
Jairus’ daughter, Pilate’s wife. But 
sometimes, we decided, the person 
wasn’t named because the nature of 
the encounter was more noteworthy 
than the individual’s identity. The fact 
that Jesus healed the daughter of a 
Syro-Phoenician woman (a Gentile 
and a foreigner) was more important 
than whether she was called Gladys or 

Kylie. We also agreed that perhaps 
the male writers didn’t think women’s 
names mattered. 

Jesus was always on the side of 
the underdog or what the bible calls 
“the poor”, which included anybody on 
the edge – foreigners, sinners, 
women, disabled, slaves – and so 
never denigrated women or excluded 
them. He broke the rules by speaking 
to them in private, and by letting them 
sit at his feet to learn. Women were 
there at his birth (obviously) and at his 
death, and the first person to meet the 
resurrected Jesus was a woman. 

We thought about widows, 
foreigners, judges and prophets, and 
subversive women (of which there 
were a few in the group) and tried to 
relate their lives to our own, 
discovering that we had a lot in 
common. We agreed our immersion in 
scripture had been challenging but 
were also encouraged because so 
many women appeared to be 
insignificant and yet had achieved 
much. Lois and Eunice were “only” 
Timothy’s grandmother and mother 
and yet they were commended by 
Paul for bringing him up in the faith. 
Tabitha aka Dorcas was “only” a 
seamstress but was a respected 
church leader. 

As Jenny Bellinger said: “I learned 

a lot about women (both named and 
not named) whose stories were 
brought to life during this most 
instructive and enjoyable day”. We’d 
probably all agree that being together 
for a whole day immersed in scripture 
was the real gift – and we raised about 
£400 for my daughter-in-law Liz’s trek 
to Nepal for a breast cancer 
awareness charity called Coppafeel 
(for which, many thanks). So good 
result all round. 

Hazel Whitehead 

St Barnabas 

Remembering 
loved ones 
The Annual All Souls’ Service of 
Thanksgiving and Remembrance will 
be held at St Barnabas on 
Sunday 27th October at 5pm following 
tea and cakes in The Paterson Centre 
at 4pm. 

We never forget our loved ones 
when they die but sometimes it’s 
important to remember them and to 
mark their loss in a special service. 
We will light candles, sing hymns, say 
prayers and give thanks for the people 
we have loved and lost.. 

You are warmly invited to attend. 
You don’t have to book but it will help 
us to know how many are coming for 
catering purposes. You can do this by 
emailing office@stbarnabas.org.uk or 
by putting a note in the dedicated box 
in the Link (between the church and 
the Paterson Centre).  

If you would like the name of a 
person to be read out, please write it 
clearly on a note and put it in the box 
in the Link, or send an email  
da.laing@outlook.com or  
allisongurry@btinternet.com  

St Barnabas Ministry Team 

Church news
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Hard at work, learning all about women in the Bible during the study day.

St Barnabas study day 

Learning more about the 
bible’s eight per cent 



Music at St Barnabas

Celebrating 
Silent Night 
In December 2023 St Barnabas 
Church hosted a very successful 
evening of music and poetry on the 
theme of Love.

There will be another opportunity to 
hear a small group of singers on 7th 
December. Silent Night is a concert to 
welcome the Christmas season, with a 
cappella music sung by Winchester 
Consort and readings voiced by 
Shuna Rose and Aelwen Emmett.

The programme will include 
beautiful settings of traditional 
Christmas carols as well as some 
more unusual Christmas pieces, all 
arranged for unaccompanied voices. 
Readings will include an extract from A 
Christmas Carol, “Mole's Christmas” 
from Wind in the Willows, and poems 
by Thomas Hardy and U. A. 
Fanthope. 

A bar will be available before the 
concert and during the interval, when 
tea and coffee will also be served. 
Doors and bar will open at 7pm, and 
the concert starts at 7.30pm. Tickets 
£10, under-16s free. Enquiries to: 
events@stbarnabas.org.uk.

Information and tickets will be 
available from John Sharpe 01489 
892750, Susie Fellows 07969 144759 
and ticketsource.co.uk/st-barnabas-
church-swanmore

Susie Fellows

During September we held the third 
meeting of the Nostalgic Film Club on 
the 10th followed by Oh Heck on the 
21st September. 

Tickets for upcoming events in 
2024 are now available. They can be 
reserved or bought from 
jsharpe2016@hotmail.com. 

Alternatively, I can usually to be 
found at Barnaby’s on Friday or 
Saturday mornings from 10:30 until 
lunchtime. Other ways can be found 
on the posters on the St Barnabas 
noticeboards.

8th October: The Nostalgic Film 
Club. This will meet in The 
Paterson Centre and another 
classic Hollywood musical will be

shown. Doors open at 1.45pm  for 
a 2.15pm start.
12th October: Beer and Hymns 
at St Barnabas.Another super 
sing-along evening with real ale, 
wine and soft drinks, a delicious 
ploughman’s supper and dessert. 
Tickets are: £10 adults, £5 under 
16s.
26th October: Light Party (see 
below).
12th November: The Nostalgic 
Film Club. Details tbc.
14th December: Children’s Film 
and Tea: A Christmas classic film 
plus a tea for children and carers, 
free but donations are welcomed. 

John Sharpe

War Memorial
The Missing Five
Forty people are named on the Great 
War Roll of Honour but only 35 are 
named on the village War Memorial, 
so who are the missing five?

At 7pm on Wednesday 6th 
November at St Barnabas Church War 
Memorial Custodian ACSO Gary 
McCulloch and Kerry Fox will be giving 
a talk on “The Missing Five”. 

Tickets are £10 with proceeds to 
The Royal British Legion, The 
Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission and St Barnabas Church 
and are available from Gary via 
ACSO@swanmorepc.org.uk .

Christmas flowers
The church flower team will be holding 
a coffee morning at the Paterson 
Centre on 30th November from 
10.30am to 12noon to raise funds for 
the flowers used to decorate the 
church at Christmas.

There will be Christmas gifts, a 
sundries table, cake stall and raffle so 
do please come and help us.

Juliet Helbren

Church news

St Barnabas social and fundraising

More activities ahead

Fun for 
little ones
The theme of this year’s 

annual children’s “Light Party” at St 
Barnabas is “God’s Creation”. Light 
parties are intended to counter the 
darker images of Hallowe’en that 
dominate at this time of year. 

The event on 26th October, is for 
three to ten year olds and runs from 
4pm to 6pm with fancy dress, 
games, craft, music and hot food. 

Entry is free and full details are 
available from me at ben-
armstrong1@hotmail.co.uk.

Ben Armstrong

War Memorial rededication
Around 200 people attended the service of rededication of the village War 
                          Memorial on 4th August. After the service in church 
                           there was a parade to the War Memorial where

 Michael Maunder read the final dedication.
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Our Lady Queen of Apostles 

Welcoming a 
new priest 
Following the retirement of Father 
Bruce Barnes, the Catholic church in 
Bishop’s Waltham has welcomed a 
new priest: Father Mario Toma. He 
belongs, as do all the priests in our St 
Swithun Wells Parish, to the Priestly 
Fraternity of the Missionaries of St 
Charles Borromeo. 

Fr Mario tells us about himself. “I 
was born and lived my first 20 years in 
Caorle, a seaside town near Venice. 
When I was 20 I went to study 
electronic engineering in Padua. Later, 
thanks to an exhibition on St Therese 
of the Child Jesus, I started thinking 
about vocation and, in 2000, entered 
the seminary of the Priestly Fraternity 
of the Missionaries of St Charles 
Borromeo. In 2006 I was ordained a 
priest and went on mission, first 
Budapest, where I stayed for 14 years, 
and then to Prague for three years. I 
was then asked if I wanted to join the 
English mission, and I accepted. 

During my first weeks, while I was 
still studying English, I came to 
Bishop's Waltham to have 
conversations with a native English 
speaker, Fr Bruce, and to learn from 
him the celebration of Mass in English.  

When I was asked to take over the 
Bishop’s Waltham church I was very 
happy – from the beginning I felt very 
comfortable here. So, now that I am 
here I can get to know the people 
more deeply, and, together, with the 
whole community, grow in faith.” 

Sue Thompson 

St Barnabas 
From the registers 
Baptisms 
15th September – Poppy Jean Gamblin 

Funerals 
25th July – John Corner 
13th August – Stewart William George Elliott 
19th August – Bryan James Emery 

Interment of ashes 
14th August – Bruce Palmer  

Other offices 
29th June – Baptism by Revd Canon Nick 
Whitehead at Winchester Cathedral of Cassia Peach Cooke,  
Harry Herbert Cooke and Alfred James Cooke 

From Swanmore Methodist Church 
A harvest Methodist 
musing  
There are so many festivals, both civic and 
religious, that we mark throughout the year. Some 
are one or the other, while others have both 
elements within them. Harvest is one such festival – 
a civic recognition of the value of the harvest being 
brought safely in; and the religious overtone of 
thanksgiving for all that God gives us. What can I 
say about it all here, then? Well, let’s break down 
the word and have ourselves a little three-point sermon, shall we?! 

The first part of “harvest” is “ha!”. This eloquently reminds us that 
harvest is a time of joy and celebration – celebration of the workers who 
have laboured away through the year to keep food on our plates, and joy 
in the food itself. It is also a celebration that God has provided everything 
we need to get through each day. 

In the middle of “harvest” we find “r”. Now, as anyone can tell you, “r” is 
the favourite letter of pirates! Pirates are famous for taking what isn’t 
theirs, and generally don’t need what they take.  There’s a saying that 
there is enough in the world for everyone’s need, but not everyone’s 
greed. Harvest is a reminder that we need to share the good things we 
have, so that everyone has enough. 

Finally, we have “vest”. A vest is a basic and simple garment – nothing 
fancier or flasher than the classic string variant or the infilled cotton 
variety. The humble vest covers us up and provides a bit of warmth – and 
that’s about it. Harvest can be a time of thanking God for the rich bounty 
of creation, but also a time of reflecting on the basic provisions and simple 
pleasures we are able to enjoy because of the labours of other people. 

So there we go: harvest is a celebration of God’s goodness, a time to 
share what we have, and an opportunity to enjoy the simple things of life 
as well as the bounty. May God give you everything you need this harvest 
time. 

Church news
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Swanmore Methodist Church  
Chapel Road, Swanmore, SO32 2QB

Superintendent Minister: Revd Phil Griffin 
Tel: 01329 833518

Email: rev_phil@outlook.com

Loving God      Loving our community        Making disciples for Jesus

Sunday Services in October and November
All services will commence at 10.30am unless otherwise noted.

There will be a warm welcome for all who wish to join us for these 
services and please stay for tea and coffee afterwards

6th October Revd Gill Bailey 
13th October Kathy Elvy 
20th October Tom Banks
27th October Revd Phil Griffin – Holy Communion 

3rd November Grace Westerduin/Daisy Weckwerth
10th November at 10am Revd Phil Griffin – Holy Communion 
17th November Peter Castle
24th November Tom Banks – Advent Crafts

Website: http://www.swanmoremethodistchurch.org.uk         

From Swanmore Methodist Church
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In need of Prayer?
Place your prayer request in the post box on the wall 
next to the Chapel entrance, add your contact details 
if you would like a visit and we’ll be in touch, or visit 
our website.

Thursday Fellowship
We hold a Fellowship meeting every Thursday from 
2.30pm to 3.30pm – an opportunity to meet with 
fellow Christians for prayer, Bible reading and 
discussion. Meetings are held in the Church and 
everyone is welcome. If you would like more details, 
please contact Jill Letts – 01489 896182; email – 
jill.letts47@gmail.com.

Coffee and Company
Weekly on Tuesdays at 10am to 12noon. 
Enjoy company, coffee, tea and biscuits/craft; if you 
would like to bring knitting/sewing etc. or just come 
along for a chat we will be pleased to see you.

TLC (Tuesday Ladies’ Club) 
8th October at 7.30pm – Cells, genes and the 
future of medicine with Duncan Colin-Jones.
Tuesday 12th November at 7.30pm – 
Cracker making
All ladies welcome. £3.00 per meeting 

Men’s Group
17th October at 7.30pm – llustrated talk “Spiders” 

with Marcus Charig.
21st November at 7.30pm – “The revolution in 
battery powered tools” – Brian Pancott. 
There will be more than 20 tools demonstrated, 
with an opportunity for “hands on”.
All are welcome and there will be light 
refreshments. For further details contact Martin 
Letts on 01489 896182.

Looking for somewhere to hold an event?
Our premises are now available for hire. Please 
visit the “Use our venue” page on the church 
website for details or email: 
swanmoremclettings@gmail.com. 



On 6th October Swanmore will host 
the sixth edition of Roly’s Run, a 
largely off-road running/walking event, 
covering distances of 15, 20 or 40 
miles.   

Since its launch in 2019, 
participation in the event has grown 
steadily. Back in November 2019, 
slightly more than 100 people took 
part, while in November 2023, more 
than 250 participated. While some 
runners and walkers come from within 
Swanmore and the surrounding area, 
others are from further afield. The 
event is challenging and has been 
known to enjoy incredibly wet 
conditions.  

Last year alone more than £6,000 
was raised in memory of “Roly” for 
three charities: the Papworth Hospital 
Charity, UK Sepsis Trust and Help for 
Heroes.  

Participants are quick to provide 
positive feedback after taking part,  

praising the route and the challenging 
conditions. Another feature of the race 
is the provision of food – much of it 
home-made – at the various 
checkpoints around the course, with a 
hot meal at the end.  
Participants appreciate the 
organisation, the care taken over 
signage so that people don’t get lost 
and, in particular, they love the 
friendliness and enthusiasm of the 
generous volunteers. Many runners 
have returned year after year, with a 
handful having completed all five of 
the annual runs so far. 

For 2024, the event has had to be 
moved to October, but it is hoped that 
it will return to its usual slot in 
November in future years. There are 
plenty of spaces left for this October’s 
autumn adventure so if you are 
interested, please sign up at 
www.rolys.run/enter/. 

Roly’s Run 2024 team 

We have welcomed new children and 
new staff to Swanmore Pre-school 
this term. I am very proud of how well 
the children have settled and 
members of our new staff team are 

embracing their job roles (time flies 
when you're having fun!). 

The children have enjoyed 
exploring all the resources we have 
available in the natural world and 
using these items to extend their 
learning and skills. We have 
introduced our new uniform this year, 
with a gradual change from red to 
blue. 

Our admissions remain busy, 
particularly with the new government 
funding available. I would advise that 
you contact me at least two years 
before your child joins. 

We have a photographer coming 
to the Pre-School on Saturday 23rd 
November offering free family 

photoshoots, so please contact me for 
more details: email sarah.hiscock@ 
swanmorepreschool.org.uk or 
telephone 07958 436396. 

Sarah Hiscock

Roly’s Run 

Plenty of exercise – and 
help for charities

Around the village

Swanmore Pre-School 

A busy start for new children and staff

Left: Freddie and Orla explore new 
materials. Right: Brooke Snelling 
introduces Josh to scissors.

Runners and – despite the weather.
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At our August Work Party there were 
only four of us so we were very 
restricted in what we could get done; 
hopefully in September and October, 
after the summer holidays, there will 
be better numbers of volunteers. 

This year, as in most recent years, 
the brambles have done really well 
and there has been a good crop of 
blackberries for locals to pick. As 
anyone who walks through the Upper 
Meadow along the path from Lower 
Chase Road and over the boardwalk 
will know, the brambles are busy 
sending out long arching branches in 
quest of new areas to conquer at this 
time of year. If they can reach the 
ground they will send out roots and 
start a new plant, conquering new 
ground. A result for them maybe but 
they can really hurt you if they catch 

you on the head or face. 
Two of us made a good attempt to 

deal with the encroaching brambles 
and overhanging tree branches that 
were becoming a hazard along the 
path and strimmed the weeds along 
the edges of the steps and the path.  

The stinging nettles were flopping 
right over the boardwalk; I'm not sure 
that they bother the dogs but they are 
certainly a hazard for children and any 
adults wearing shorts. The other two 
volunteers cleared the self-seeded 
saplings within the triangular copse in 
the Upper Meadow. This helps any 
grass or wildflowers growing under the 
trees by letting in more light but it also 
helps visibility for people walking 
through this area, hopefully making it 
safer. 

When the contractors working for 
the Parish Council cleared around the 
pond in Broad Lane four dead trees 
were exposed, so we have asked that 
their removal be added to any future 
work by the contractors. We would 
also like them to clear the area around 
the pond again whilst we decide what 
to plant and how we should plan the 
future maintenance of this area.  

A local resident introduced us to the 
“magnetic fisher”; this is a powerful 
magnet that you can drag through the 
pond to pull out any metal objects that 
have ended up on the bottom. We are 
really grateful to the many local 

residents who do litter picks in the 
Conservation Area and remove 
rubbish from the pond or alert us to 
any damage. Thank you all, your help 
and interest really makes a difference. 

This year has been a particularly 
successful one for duckweed. It has 
resisted all our attempts to keep even 
half of the water surface clear so we 
are going to try using barley straw 
bales to try to keep it under better 
control, so fingers crossed. 

We meet on the second Saturday 
of each month, weather permitting, at 
our hut in the Lower Meadow. 
Everyone is welcome to come and 
help us whenever and for however 
long they can. We work from 9.45am 
until 12noon with a coffee break at 
11am. Our next work parties are on 
12th October, 9th November and 14th 
December 2024. Do come along if you 
can. 

Gill Sawyer 01489 894206 

Around the village

In Memoriam 

Lynda Futcher 
26th May 1947–9th June 2024 

The funeral service for Lynda 
Futcher took place on 12th July at 
Swanmore Methodist Chapel.  

Dennis wishes to thank the many 
friends, both in the village and 
further afield, for their letters, cards 
and messages of condolence.  

These have been of great 
comfort to him and the family at this 
sad time. 

Martin West 

Swanmore Conservation Group  

Controlling  brambles 
and magnetic fishing
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A magnetic 
fisher



Stewart passed away peacefully at 
Royal Hampshire County Hospital, 
Winchester on 24th July 2024 at the 
age of 78, leaving his wife Pam, son 
Graham, daughter-in-law Amelia and 
his grandchildren Amy and Mark.

Stewart was born in Portsmouth in 
1945, the youngest of three sons, and 
the family came to live in Chapel 
Road, Swanmore to take care of his 
elderly sick grandparents when he 
was seven years old. His Mum Emily 
and Dad George, bought land in Broad 
Lane and the family together built their 
bungalow.

Stewart attended Swanmore 
Church of England School from age 
seven until he left as Head Boy at the 
age of fifteen. He served his 
apprenticeship as a carpenter and 
joiner and the practical and technical 
skills that he learned at Southampton 
College stood him in good stead in his 
future career.

He and his wife Pam (née 
Crosswell) were classmates at school. 
They married in St Barnabas Church 
in September 1968 and set off the

next day on their honeymoon 
to Australia. Four years later 
they moved to Hong Kong, 
where in 1979 their son 
Graham was born.

Stewart was dedicated to 
his work and enjoyed it! No 
problem was insurmountable 
– there was always a way. 
From his humble beginnings 
he established teams around 
the world, building hotels and 
sky-scraper towers in Hong 
Kong, a power station in 
China in record time and 
another in the Philippines 
enabling the local people to have 
electricity in their homes. As part of the 
construction contracts he would 
always make sure the local schools 
and communities benefitted in various 
ways.

He always had a quest to do 
something for his adopted village of 
Swanmore and he rescued 
and,refurbished his old “local” – The 
Hunters Inn – and was starting to 
expand his hospitality business with

The Botleigh Grange Hotel and other 
projects to provide employment and 
relaxation opportunities in this area.

Stewart left his mark, not only on 
the landscape of the world but also 
along the way he listened, guided and 
mentored all those who journeyed with 
him. So many tributes and accolades 
have been received by Pam and the 
family, who are truly moved and 
appreciative of this support.

Pam Elliott

Some of you were kind enough to buy 
God in Lockdown a couple of years 
back. “Letting Go”, a novel, has been 
in production since then and is now 
ready for public consumption! It 
is fiction but most of the characters 
and situations are based on incidents 
or conversations arising out of 
ministry over many years. 

The title emerged from an 
understanding that so much of life and 
death is about letting something or 
somebody go, and that that process is 
rarely simple or painless. Assisted 
dying, sudden death, domestic abuse 
and addiction are a few of the crises 
that the people of Upper and Lower 
Swannery encounter. 

There are also many happy 
moments to celebrate!

It’s the ideal Christmas present for 
those friends who have everything! A 
steal at £7.99. 

I can deliver 
paperback 
copies locally or 
you will be able 
to buy it on 
Amazon as a 
book or e-book. 
I’m always 
happy to receive 
feedback or 
discuss the 
content – maybe 
we will have our 

own book club session to compare 
notes.

Hazel Whitehead
hazelwhitehead54@gmail.com

Around the village
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In Memoriam

Remembering 
Stewart W.G. Elliott 
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PUBLISHED BY ALVIDE PUBLISHING

www.yps-publishing.co.uk

ISBN 978-1-9989930-1-7

Local novel

Time to learn more about Letting Go



Over the summer Sustainable 
Waltham Chase and Swanmore 
(SWaCS) has been looking into 
renewable community energy (CE) to 
consider the feasibility of a project in 
our area. CE aims to give communities 
a say in how their energy is generated 
to benefit businesses, organisations 
and residents alike. 

SWaCS has been talking with 
Energise South Downs, one of 400 
non-profit CE organisations in the UK, 
which will run a workshop for us on 
25th January 2025 at the Village Hall 
called “Future Energy Landscapes”. 
The session will explores the types 
and scale of renewable energy that 
could meet the needs of local people, 
providing an informed, balanced 
conversation about what communities 
feel is acceptable or feasible. If you’re 
interested in the “Future Energy 
Landscapes” workshop then do 
contact us (details below). 

Find your cold spots 
The thermal imaging camera will again 
be available for bookings from around 
the end of September depending on 
the start of cooler air temperatures. If 
you want to discover the cold spots in 
your home – or the spots outside to 
where your  warm air is escaping– 
contact us as below. We usually drop 
off the camera to you, do a quick run-
through and provide a user guide, then 
collect it a few days later when you’ve 
taken photographs. There are  grants 
available for low income families to 
help with insulation or for replacing 
gas boilers with air source heat 
pumps.  

One of the SWaCS team has 
completed the Hampshire County 
Council Energy Champion training 
course so we can  provide information 
on winter-proofing your home if 
needed. 

Reuse or recycle? 
It’s Recycle Week from 14th to 20th 
October and this year’s theme is 
“Rescue Me”, focussing on diverting 

items destined for dustbins to a 
second chance of life. Check the 
SWaCS website for current local 
places to recycle those hard to 
rehome items and look out for 
aluminium can recycling starting up in 
the village. Crushed drinks cans for 
the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Air 
Ambulance can be dropped off at 
Westlands Farm Shop.  

For organisations looking to raise 
some funds, packs are available on 
gathering cans that can then be sold 
to scrap metal dealers. 

Finally, we welcome the newly-
launched Greening Shedfield Parish 
and look forward to working together. 

For more information on these 
topics contact info@swacs.co.uk, or 
search via our website 
www.swacs.co.uk or Facebook. 

Kim Blakeway 

Around the village

Car of the month owner at Barnaby’s 
Classic Car event on 26th August 
was George Weasel, presented with 
the  trophy and a rosette by Allison 
Gurry on a very wet Saturday. 
Pictured (right) with the winning car. 
The last of Barnaby’s Classic Car 
gatherings for 2024 is on 26th 
October.  

Photographs by Berty Ferrone

Michelle Andrews from Broad Lane 
was delighted to send us this picture 
of her grandson happily enjoying The 
Swanmore Link.

Latest car of the month winner

SWaCS 

Community energy and more 
Young reader?
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The Swanmore Care Group has had 
successes in both its areas. The 
Lunch Club has had a number of new 
members over the past weeks and 
months and to date, this year, we have 
made 108 trips taking people to the 
doctors or hospitals. Everyone we take 
to a medical appointment is very 
grateful for our assistance and for 
many people it would have been 
simply impossible to get to their 
appointments otherwise. 

But to keep this up we would 
welcome anyone who can help with 
some driving. If you could spare a little 
time on Wednesdays to take people to  

the Lunch Club or would be willing to 
sometimes take people to the doctors 
or other medical appointments then 
please volunteer.  

The way the appointments side 
works is that Allison Gurry or Barry 
Rowe rings you up and asks if you can 
help on such and such a date. If you 
are available, then great, but if not, 
you simply say no and they carry on 
searching for a driver. We can pay a 
mileage allowance, if you wish.   

Please call me on 07940 676710 if 
you could volunteer or would like to 
know more. 

Dennis Wheeler 

RBL 
Charity coffee morning 
The Swanmore Branch of the Royal 
British Legion (Womens’ Section) will 
again be holding a Christmas Coffee 
Morning at The Paterson Centre on 
23rd November, from 10.30am to 
12noon. 

As well as the popular cake stall, 
there will be a raffle, book stall, 
Christmas-themed bric-a-brac and 
gifts – and  plenty of coffee and chat to 
enjoy as well. 

Once again the branch will be 
joined by Dave Ellis’ Jigsaw Jumble 
with hundreds of preloved puzzles to 
choose from. All proceeds will go to 
the Royal British Legion Benevolent 
Fund.  

 Dinah Weberstadt 

This year's festive production from 
Swanmore Amateur Dramatic Society 
will be Humpty Dumpty and the Magic 
Wall by Limelight Scripts on Thursday 
28th, Friday 29th and Saturday 30th 
November at Swanmore Village Hall. 
Curtain up each evening is at 7.30pm 
and at the Saturday matinee at 2pm. 

It is 40 years since SADS first 
performed the story of Humpty 
Dumpty and I am sure there are some 
parents and grandparents reading this 
who will remember coming to see it 

the first time around. Why not bring 
along the next generation for a fun 
family night out? 

Tickets will be on sale at 
ticketsource.co.uk/swanmoredrama 
from 18th October or on Saturdays 
2nd, 9th, 16th, and 23rd November 
from the pop-up box office by 
Barnaby’s Coffee Shop between  
10am and 12noon. 

Ticket prices are adults £10, 
children £5, with all Saturday evening  
tickets priced at £10 (children must  

be four years or over). 
For more information call 01489 

894955 or 01489 893639. 
Gail Norris 

Care Group 

Can you spare a little time 
to help others?

Around the village

Swanmore Wind Band 
Come and join us 
The Swanmore Wind Band would love 
you to join us if you play wind, brass 
or percussion instruments at grade 3+ 
standard. We are particularly on the 
lookout for trombone players. 

The band plays popular tunes and 
Christmas music with community 
performances throughout the year. 
Rehearsals are on Sunday afternoons 
in Swanmore.  

For more information please email 
info@swanmorewindband.co.uk or 
call  Ed 07765 406336 or Liz 07973 
254634. 

Sarah Woodman

SADS 

Getting ready for the panto

The Swanmore Wind Band in action.
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Following the society’s summer break, 
we were delighted (and thankful) that 
Caroline Tilley was able to reschedule 
and come to our September meeting 
and deliver her talk on the work of the 
Royal National Lifeboat Institution two 
months earlier than originally planned! 
With her enthusiasm, knowledge, 
story-telling and even a brief song, the 
evening was a real treat even for the 
most land-loving among us. 

The RNLI celebrates its 
bicentenary this year and serves the 
waters around the entire British Isles 
and Ireland as it was established long 
before partition. Initially, each lifeboat 
station would have been both crewed 
and owned by the community where it 
was based. Today the volunteer crews 
are still recruited locally, but funding is 
centralised and sourced from 
donations, legacies and volunteer 
fundraising.  

The charity currently has 238 
lifeboat stations. Most are around the 
coast with five on inland waters and 

four on the Thames, 
which were set up as a 
result of the 1989 
Marchioness disaster. 
Those at Tower and 
Chiswick rapidly 
became the busiest of 
all the RNLI’s stations 
and are manned around the clock as 
the river waters are so dangerous that 
survival time is only ten minutes. 

We also learnt about the RNLI’s 
marvellous boats, the specialised 
boatbuilding, maintenance and training 
facility in Poole, the charity’s role in 
providing lifeguards and water safety 
education, and much more.  

Caroline rounded off the evening by 
recounting the tale of Grace Darling, 
the daughter of the Farne Islands 
lighthouse keeper. She became 
famous in 1838 for rowing, with her 
father, through a dreadful storm to 
rescue the nine survivors from the 
wreck of the Forfarshire. We were 
clearly all inspired as, in total, the 
evening raised £205.75 for the charity. 
Caroline sends grateful thanks to 
everyone who contributed and says 
she’s “never seen so many notes in a 
collecting boat before”! 

Looking ahead 
At our next meeting on 9th October, 
we will welcome returning speaker Dr 
Tim Mason, whose subject on this 
occasion is “100 Million Years of 
Malaria History” – the organisms that 

cause malaria were around long 
before humans appeared. The 
plasmodium parasite began attacking 
birds or reptiles, evolving slowly to 
infect the Earth’s first primates and 
eventually us, Homo sapiens.  

While the origins of the disease 
were in Central Africa, malaria went on 
to conquer the world. It was in the 
Fertile Crescent 10,000 years ago, 
arrived in Europe around the fourth 
century BC and first reached Britain in 
the eleventh century. Tim’s lecture will 
also cover the identification of the 
malaria-causing parasite, the 
unravelling of its complex life cycle 
and the development of treatments for 
the disease. 

On 13th November we will learn 
about the early history of Bishop’s 
Waltham from Tony Kippenberger. 
When we think about the town’s past, 
we tend to focus on its 500-year 
heyday, when the bishop’s palace was 
visited by no fewer than 17 Kings and 
Queens of England. But this 
presentation tells of the Bishop’s 
Waltham’s earlier history – of hunter-
gatherers and the first farmers, Bronze 
Age burials, Iron Age hillforts and the 
Roman invasion, as well as Saxon 
settlement, Viking raiders, Norman 
pillagers and more besides.  

Our meetings are held in the 
Paterson Centre, starting at 8pm. 
Visitors are most welcome; we ask for 
a donation of £4 to help defray costs. 

Caroline Clapperton (01489 891447) 

Around the village
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Swanmore Society 

Celebrating 200 
years of the RNLI

Grace Darling, as depicted by 
Thomas Brook, rowing to the aid of 

the Forfarshire.  
Image courtesy of the RNLI.

Above left: A Bronze 
Age axe unearthed at 
Suett’s Farm.  
(Image used with 
permission of Bishop’s 
Waltham Museum.)  
Left: Anopheles 
mosquito feeding. 
Transmitted by 
mosquito bites, 
malaria causes some 
600,000 deaths 
worldwide each year.



Community 
Awards

Once again, we would like 
to celebrate our community 

heroes. 
Is there someone in the village who 

you believe has made a difference to 
your life or to the village as a whole 
this year?

We welcome nominations for the 
following three categories:

 Adult,
 Young person,
 Group.

We are particularly keen to hear 
about our young village heroes. We 
have yet to give an award to a young 
person…

Anyone can enter. To nominate a 
person or group you simply need to 
email clerk@swanmorepc.org.uk with 
the name of the person or group you 
would like to nominate, and reason for 
nomination, by 24th January 2025.

Winchester Local Plan 
Winchester City Council are pushing 
ahead with the draft Local Plan 
(Regulation 19) in order to progress to 
the next stage. This is a final 
opportunity for the public to comment 
on the draft Local Plan before its mid-
November submission to the 
Secretary of State for a Local Plan 
Examination.

The Local Plan sets out the amount 
of new houses to be built in the 
Winchester district over the next 20 
years. 

No new housing has been 
allocated to Swanmore over and 
above the 100 houses already being 

built at The Lakes. However, we have 
been recategorised as a large rural 
settlement, rather than an intermediate 
one. We have asked for more 
information on how this decision was 
reached to see if we can/need to 
challenge the decision.

Reforms to the National Planning 
Policy Framework being brought in by 
the new government will mean an 
increased housing requirement for the 
district; the current estimate is 500 
more houses per year above the 
existing provision. Winchester is 
talking about developing a follow-up 
plan in the new year to address any 
shortfall in housing need. So there will 
be further reviews and changes to the 
Local Plan.

Consultation is open until the 13th 
October. Please have your say at 
https://winchester.citizenspace.com/

Watch out Paul is about…
Our Maintenance Officer Paul has 
been busy clearing footpaths and 
ditches, fixing fences and even 
painting bridges…

Hampshire County Council is no 

longer cutting our priority footpaths; 
therefore we have successfully 
secured a grant for some serious 
hedge-cutting equipment. 

Paul will be adding our priority 
footpaths, which include the path that 
runs up to the Pre School and the path 
that runs parallel to Lower Chase 
Road, to his routine maintenance list.

Road Safety improvements
The Parish Council is currently 
working with Hampshire County 
Council to make road safety 
improvements within the village as 
part of a Community Funded Initiative.

Swanmore Primary School Road 
Markings: Renewing all current 
faded lines, adding in a new SLOW 
road marking and new signage.
Village Entrance Gates: New white 
gateway fencing unit and Swanmore 
village sign on Droxford Road.

From Swanmore Parish Council
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Parish Council Office
Tracey Molloy
Executive Officer
Hollythorns House, New Road
Swanmore, SO32 2NW
Tel: 01489 890651
Email: clerk@swanmorepc.org.uk
Web: www.swanmorepc.org.uk

PUBLIC OPENING TIMES
WEEKDAYS 10am-2pm

Please contact us by email, letter or 
phone, or visit us at the office.

SPC Meeting Dates
Council meetings are open to the 
public and are held in the Parish 
Office, usually starting at 7pm.

8th October – Planning and 
Highways Committee

15th October– Open Spaces and 
Amenities Committee

22nd October – Finance Committee
12th November – Planning and 

Highways Committee
19th November– Open Spaces and 

Amenities Committee
26th November – Full Council

Please contact the Executive Officer 
at the Parish Office if you would like 
more information.  

New information boards
We are currently in the process of refurbishing the wooden information signs 
you see around the village. A big improvement and now you can actually 
read what is on the board as the “before” and “after” images below. 

Paul busily painting



Terrain. This part of the Itchen Way
can be a bit slippy and wet in places 
with protruding tree roots and eroded 
edges. So while an enjoyable riverside 
walk, good walking footwear, 
(preferably boots) is a must as you 
may find your feet getting wet or at 
funny angles at times on the chalk 
paths. A walking pole is useful on this 
walk. This walk is best avoided after 
a period of prolonged heavy rain .

The return walk includes many 

kissing gates, large open meadows, 
three stiles, woodland tracks and 
finally a long chalk path down into 
Hunters Park, Twyford. I have 
mentioned several paths not to follow 
only because they sometimes look the 
“better” or easier route!

Access. The 69 bus goes from 
Swanmore church at half past the hour 
and takes 45 mins to Twyford 
crossroads. The return bus goes from 

Twyford at 42 minutes past the hour 
and from The Fisher’s Pond pub at 52 
mins past. The £2 fare for any single 
bus ride is operational until December 
2024.

Hunters Park car park is 
convenient for car users as it is on the 
route and is accessed via Park Lane, 
Twyford. There is an opportunity to 
buy refreshments at Brambridge Park 
Garden Centre (3½miles) and at The 
Fisher’s Pond pub (5 miles).

Start
1. Twyford Crossroads to 
Compton Lock
From the crossroads bus stop walk 
along the pavement towards 
Winchester taking the elevated section 
up to a meadow. Go straight on, 
passing St Mary’s church on the left, 
and turn left into Church Lane towards 
the river. Here cross over the River 
Itchen through the kissing gate and 
keep right to the water meadows. 

Crossing over a wooden bridge, 
you soon come to a wooden gate on 

Around the footpaths
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Local walks

Walking the Itchen Way 
from Twyford to Brambridge
This is a circular walk from Twyford going south 
following the Itchen Way and St James’ Way, along the 
Itchen Navigation to Brambridge, returning through 
meadows, woodland tracks and along chalk footpaths. 
Distance: 9 miles/14.5 km. Walking time 3.45 hours.  
Option for bus users to Fishers Pond (omitting the 
return woodland trails and fields to Twyford).
Distance: 5.3 miles/8.5 km. Walking time 2.10 hours.



your left which takes you to Compton 
Lock, where you turn left onto the 
Itchen Way and the Itchen Navigation 
canal system. Do keep an eye out 
along this stretch for the large trout 
and shy kingfishers.  

For part of its length the River 
Itchen is divided into two or more 
parallel channels to include the Itchen 
Navigation, the former navigable 
waterway from Winchester to 
Southampton. South of Winchester, 
the Itchen Way mainly follows the 
Itchen Navigation, which was 
essentially the improved river with cuts 
and locks to bypass the difficult 
sections, with the main river channel 
being used where navigable. 

2. Compton Lock to Shawford  
The path can be a little uneven with 
tree roots but is a lovely walk over to 
Shawford with a good view of the 
grand Georgian houses on the other 
side of this beautiful part of the canal 
cuts system. 

On reaching the road at Shawford 
turn right and cross over to the next 
stretch, a tarmac path on the left. Here 
you will notice the blue and yellow 
Camino Inglés sign. The Camino 
Inglés to Santiago de Compostela is 
linked to a number of pilgrimage trails 

enabling modern pilgrims to start the 
journey before leaving their own 
country. This walk partly follows one 
of England’s many such pilgrim 
routes, the St James’ Way, and is 
waymarked with the Camino scallop 
shell and yellow arrows. 

3. Shawford to Brambridge 
Park Garden Centre  
The tarmac path ends soon after 
leaving the cottages on your right and 
where you continue ahead onto a 
narrow footpath, out onto a lane and 
then left back onto the path clearly 
signed the Itchen Way. Reaching 
buildings, cross the canal system 
(looking more like a river) and turn 
right next to it through the metal 
kissing gate with the canal now on 
your right. After crossing a bridge the 
path bears to the left, where the River 
Itchen rejoins the system from the left, 
to go through the Pumping Station. At 
this bridge you may see a route detour 
sign (see below) telling you the river 
path is under water (not necessarily 
closed) and giving you an option to re-
route. 

The river path is quite low-lying 
with water either side of the eroded 
edges and does get waterlogged in 
places. Where this occurs, keep to the 
path and walk through the water. 
Attempts to step around could end in 
thick silt/mud and slipping up. 
Continue along the river to the road 
and turn left. However, if in any doubt 
while trying the river route, retrace 

your steps back to the Pumping 
Station and take the detour. 

The detour route is marked by the 
yellow Camino arrows on signs and 
trees. It goes past the Pumping 
Station building now on the left to 
cross the access road onto a narrow 
footpath. Pass on the right side of the 
first set of yellow arrows and follow the 
well-trodden path ahead ignoring side 
tracks; continue past a broken stile 
and keep ahead bearing to the left. 
When you come to a fork in the path 
go right (leaving the signed Detour 
route which itself floods) and follow the 
path as it bends round to run 
alongside the railway line. At the finger 
post turn right and go under the 
railway. Do not be tempted left along 
the grass track as you will meet a 
locked 6ft metal gate. 

Go straight ahead on the narrower 
footpath alongside the rail track to 
arrive at the site of the mediæval 
church of St Mathew before exiting left 
along the road to rejoin the route at 
the weak road bridge. Take care along 
the narrow bendy lane which can get 
quite busy at times. 

Here we leave the Itchen Way and 
canal for the return journey, round the 
bends past the gates to Brambridge 
Park and on to the Brambridge Park 
Garden Centre. 

4. Brambridge Park Garden 
Centre to Fishers Pond  
Walk past the Garden Centre entrance 
and just past Bridge Cottage on the 
right is the return footpath. Take the 
path straight ahead through the 
wooden gate into a meadow ► 

Around the footpaths

Camino 
Inglés signs 

can be found 
along parts 

of the route.

One of several locks along the route.
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(ignoring the rather seductive well-
made gravel path on the left). The 
path now meanders through untended 
meadows and a small woodland, 
passing through several metal kissing 
gates out to the Brambridge Road (10 
minutes). Go straight over the road to 
the footpath which runs between horse 
paddocks until the final one that you 
enter over a wooden stile. The exit 
stile into the lane at Lords Wood is 
diagonally left across this paddock but 
you may choose to walk around the 
short boundary to locate it.  

Turn left into the lane and go on 
past “The Nook”, to reach a low 
wooden stile at the end of the lane. 
After crossing the open field to 
Bishopstoke Road go straight over 
through the metal gate to go through 
large open fields and several more 
gates (15 minutes).The pylons will be 
marching off into the distance to the 
right.  

Keep on through the fields heading 
towards a white house. After passing 
left through a short stretch of path 
between two field gates, take the next 
footpath left t(at a left diagonal), 
through a kissing gate and head for 
the brick garages. The Leyland Farm 
commercial units and car park will be 
seen over to your right. Go past the 
garages and cottages, across the 
drive for the units, to go down to the 
Winchester Road at Fisher’s Pond (20 
minutes). 

Here is a choice: if you wish to go 
to The Fisher’s Pond pub or to the bus 
stop, to head for home, turn right 
(3minutes). After visiting the pub 
retrace your steps to continue. 

5. Fishers Pond to 
Hensting Farm, 
Hensting Lane 
To continue on to 
Twyford go left along 
the pavement until you 
reach the entrance and 
large wooden gates of 
“Forest View” (3 
minutes). Cross the 
Winchester Road onto 

the footpath opposite, going into 
Colden Common Wood, which you 
follow out to a meadow and onto 
Hensting Lane. Cross over and follow 
the signs to Swift Farm storage units, 
which you leave on the right as you 
take the bridle path ahead.  

Carry straight on until you come to 
a crossroad of bridle paths with 
scattered logs. Go straight ahead and 
then turn left at the next junction. [At 
these crossroads you may leave the 
bridle paths to go through the trees 
slightly up on the left to go around an 
old wooden stile into a meadow. Walk 
along the right edge of the meadow to 
go out through the open gate in the 
top right hand corner and turn left. 
This is a permissive route which 
avoids the often muddy bridle path 
route running parallel on your right.]  

Follow the path as it bears left 
(ignoring paths to the right) and going 
slightly downhill to once again meet 
Hensting Lane. Just as you reach it 
turn right and go through the gap in 
the hedge behind the finger post. Here 
turn left to go around the edge of the 
field with the hedge on your left. Go 

past the thatched barns of Hensting 
Farm that you will see on the other 
side of the hedge on the lane. Shortly 
past these, exit left to cross over 
Hensting Lane to go up the wide 
gravel hill ahead (unmarked Watley 
Lane).  

6. Hensting Lane to Twyford 
Follow the track as it sweeps up 
around a bend, past Immanuel Farm 
(barns unnamed on the OS map) until 
you reach a permissive footpath on 
the left (20 minutes). Turn left onto this 
to cross the large open field, seeing 
the pylons to the right. Turn right at the 
bridleway way to walk beneath the 
overhead wires. Keep left just past the 
woods (ignoring the steep downhill 
path ahead into a field going to 
Knighton).  

Follow the footpath down into 
Hunters Park. This is a longish stretch 
of narrow, uneven, downhill, slippy 
chalk path where care needs to be 
taken when wet. Go behind the Park 
pavilion, across the car park towards 
the allotments where you go right 
through the small metal gate into 
them. Exit right and then turn left into 
Roman Road and left back to the 
Twyford crossroads. 

Lin Powell 

Around the footpaths

River Itchen 
For information on the River Itchen, 
its wildlife and history and the Itchen 
Navigation system, see the previous 
Itchen Way walk from Winchester to 
Twyford (The Swanmore Link 
February/March 2024). The large pond on the 

corner of Swift Farm.

The thatched barns of Hensting Farm.
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As we drive around in our vehicles, 
going about our daily lives, many of us 
will unwittingly be carrying small 
passengers, usually lurking behind the 
wing mirror. One even accompanied 
us on a two-week foreign holiday, 
feasting on French flies rather than the 
usual Swanmore selection.  

They will occasionally betray their 
presence by dashing out to bite prey 
that have been ensnared in a fine-
threaded orb-web, so fine in fact that it 
can be hard to detect without quite 
close inspection, or unless it is 
bejewelled in early-morning dew 
drops. The “wing mirror” spider, 

Zygiella x-notata, is related to the 
larger and perhaps more familiar 
garden orb-web spider (Araneus 
diadematus), and matures at about the 
same time, in late summer and 
autumn.  

The latter part of the scientific 
name means to be marked by an “x” 
as x-notata is Latin for "having been 
marked with an x”. This may refer to 
the silvery-grey pattern on the 
abdomen, with a bit of imagination. It 
is tempting to think that David Bowie 
used Zygiella x-notata as inspiration 
for his Ziggy Stardust stage character 
in the 1970s, along with his band 

Spiders from Mars, but Wikipedia 
gives more likely explanations.  

The spider ranges from 4mm to 
7mm in body length (not including the 
legs), the males being smaller than 
the females, as with most spider 
species. Zygiella x-notata is a 
synanthropic species, associated with 
humans and their dwellings. As well 
as car wing mirrors it is also 
commonly found in the outside 
corners of windows, and in colder 
and wetter weather will venture 
indoors.  

Adult males are easily spotted 
wandering around searching for 
females, but females hide in a silken 
retreat above their orb-web, which 
often has a segment left empty, hence 
their alternative common name of 
“missing sector” orb-web spider. 
Females will have one front leg in 
contact with a “signal” line or thread 
running through the middle of the 
empty sector to detect prey struggling 
in the web.  

When males approach the web in 
order to mate, some very careful 
signalling is required to avoid them 
becoming the next meal. Males die off 
soon after they have mated, while 
females can survive well into the 
winter, laying their eggs and protecting 
them from parasites and the weather 
with a silk coating, to hatch the 
following spring. Then a new 
generation will help to keep the fly 
populations in check, so try not to 
clean your windows and wing mirrors 
too thoroughly. 

Marcus Charig 

Nature notes
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Buglife 

Life on the wing mirror 

Left: Male Zygiella x-notata. 
Above: Female Zygiella x-notata. 
Top of the page: Zygiella x-notata 
lurking behind a wing mirror. 
Right: Reflected in the wing mirror 
with the next meal.



Toadflax and loosestrife are long gone 
and even the dry seed heads of cow 
parsley are disappearing. At this time 
of year our grass verges and 
hedgerows are dominated by a tough 
survivor: the stinging nettle. 

Like all botanical names the nettle’s 
– Urtica dioica – gives you a warning. 
Urtica (which sounds like it might hurt) 
is derived from the Latin urere (burns) 
and translates as “the one that burns” 
while dioica tells you that the plant is 
dioecious, which means that it has 
separate male and female forms. 

Despite its unpleasant habit – 
caused by the tiny hollow hairs 
covering the leaves and stems – 
nettles have been used for millennia in 
textiles, cooking, medicine and 
numerous household applications.  

Rubbing against any part of the 
plant causes the very fragile silica tips 
on the hairs to break off and the 
remaining hair acts like a needle. It 
pierces the skin and releases a 
cocktail of chemicals – including 
histamine, acetylcholine, and 
serotonin –  and it’s these that cause 
the “sting”. For the nettle these tiny 
hairs are a form of protection – as a 
result, despite being edible and highly 
nutritious, the plants are rarely chewed 
by foraging animals. 

Traditionally the pain of a sting can 
be eased by immediately rubbing the 
area with a dock leaf – often found 
growing nearby. Recent medical 
reports have suggested that rubbing 
with a lettuce leaf is just as effective: 
the milky sap of lettuce leaves 
(lactucarium or lettuce opium) is 
known to be both analgesic and 
sedative – but unfortunately you don’t 
generally find lettuce plants growing 
next to stinging nettles. 

Traditionally nettles were used in 
the rather unpleasant practice of 
urtication as a treatment for arthritis. 
Beating aching joints with leafy nettle 
stems not only causes stings but also 

increases blood flow to the skin, 
warming the joints and easing 
aches and pains. For the 
Roman legions posted to the 
chills of Hadrian’s Wall it was 
also a way to keep warm. They 
reputedly brought seeds of the 
annual nettle (Urtica urens) with 
them to use after baths to 
combat Northumbrian winters. 

Stinging nettles are said to 
“rob the soil” as they concentrate 
vitamins – including B2, C, E , K and 
precursors of vitamin A – in their 
leaves as well as a range of minerals 
(depending on soil content) and 
several essential fatty acids, including 
alpha-linolenic acid, one of the 
important omega-3 variety. 

In the days before the global 
distribution of fruit and vegetables, 
which we now enjoy, such important 
nutrients were in short supply in the 
average diet during the winter. Our 
ancestors may not have known 
anything of vitamins or omega-3s but 
they did know that young nettle leaves 
were an important food source and 
making nettle soup in the spring 
helped prevent the seasonal illnesses 
that would result from poor winter 
nutrition.  

Fabrics, futures and birdfood 
Nettle stems can also be processed 
(rather as flax is to make linen) to 
make fabric and they were cultivated 
in Scotland, Denmark and Norway to 
make fishnets, coarse sailcloth and 
fine linens. The remains of nettle 
textiles have been found in Denmark 
dating back to the Bronze Age, around 
3,000 years ago, and nettle cloth was 
still produced in Scotland until the 
eighteenth century. 

Stinging nettles also have a long 
history of use in traditional medicine. 
Numerous authors, from Pliny to 
Hildegard of Bingen and John Gerard, 
recommended nettles. Hippocrates 

was even more enthusiastic about its 
efficacy, listing 61 different remedies 
using the plant.  

Over the centuries stinging nettles 
have been used as a vulnerary to stop 
bleeding as well as to treat coughs, 
colds, skin complaints, digestive 
problems, whooping cough, asthma, 
kidney problems…. the list goes on. 
Writing in the seventeenth century 
William Coles also endowed it with the 
power of prediction: if a nettle put in a 
pot of the patient’s urine, he wrote, 
was fresh and green a day later, the 
patient would live, but if not the 
outcome would be rather less 
encouraging.  

Dried nettle leaves for making tea 
are still readily available in health food 
shops and are recommended for 
regulating menstrual cycles, treating 
anaemia, gout, rheumatism, arthritis, 
skin problems, bronchitis, diarrhoea or 
as a detox.  

A tea made from the leaves can 
also be used as a hair tonic to combat 
hair loss or add lustre; in parts of 
Europe nettle roots are preferred for 
the same purpose. Macerating nettle 
leaves in basic shampoo for a week 
and then straining the mix to use when 
washing hair is an easy way to make 
your own treatment.  

Stinging nettle leaves and seeds 
are also an important food source for 
wildlife including the caterpillars of 
peacock and comma butterflies, 
chaffinches, bullfinches, hedgehogs, 
frogs and toads. So a great excuse to 
delay weeding… 

Nature notes

In the hedgerows 

Never mind the sting 
– think of the uses 
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As the summer season transitions into
autumn, we are excited to share some 
important updates and opportunities 
for the Meon Valley community. 

Community Engagement: Your 
voice matters. We believe that 
every resident's voice is essential in 
shaping our community. Join us for 
our upcoming Councillor Surgeries 
which will be advertised via your 
Parish Council website and on our 
Facebook page www.facebook.com/
meonvalleycouncillors. This is an 
opportunity to share your thoughts 
on local issues, including housing, 
transport and environmental issues.

Local environmental initiatives: A 
greener future. We are delighted to 
see local groups such as Hambledon 
Greening, Sustainable Droxford, and 
Climate Action for Newtown and 
Soberton (CANS) thriving and 
pushing for a greener future. Your 
very active group in this local area is 

Sustainable Waltham Chase and 
Swanmore (SWaCS). Have a look at 
their website for advice and 
information as well as local “green” 
events: swacs.co.uk.

Changes to waste and recycling 
services. A new electric waste 
collection vehicle will be trialled on 
various routes across the district, 
and residents will be informed when 
it will be operating in their area.

Playing pitch strategy and sports 
facilities needs assessment. WCC 
is updating its playing pitch strategy 
and sports facilities needs 
assessment to guide priorities until 
2040. The first phase of consultation 
with local sports groups and site 
inspections concludes in December 
2024. For more information, contact 
Laura Jones at 
ljones@winchester.gov.uk

 “Spaces of Sanctuary” training. 
WCC offers equality, diversity and 
inclusion (EDI) training as part of the 
“Spaces of Sanctuary” initiative, 
encouraging businesses and 
organisations to provide inclusive, 
respectful environments. For details, 
contact: communities@ 
winchester.gov.uk.

Hampshire County Council (HCC) 
road repairs surge by 37%. HCC 
has reported a 37% increase in road 
repairs from April 2023 to April 2024, 
with 180,909 defects fixed. Road 
defects and potholes can be 
reported to the County Council’s 
highways team online or by using 
the OurHants app, downloadable 
from a mobile phone's app store. 

WCC Corporate Peer Challenge. 
This summer, your Councillors took 
part in a Corporate Peer Challenge 
with Local Government Association 
peer reviewers. We were able to 
emphasise the need for a better 
balance between urban and rural 
priorities. The feedback report and 
an action plan is aimed at improving 

the Council’s performance, with a 
progress review ten months after 
publication.

Water Crisis: Too much, too little, 
wrong place, too expensive and 
polluted. Cllr Lee is challenging key 
water authorities on high costs, poor 
environmental protection and limited 
infrastructure to tackle the ongoing 
water crises. He is also calling for a 
reappraisal of the Hampshire Water 
Transfer and Water Recycling 40km 
pipeline project, citing outdated 
assumptions and missed 
opportunities for integrating climate 
resilience, renewable energy, 
improved natural habitats, 
broadband upgrades, cycling and 
walking. For more information, visit 
tinyurl.com/bdcsuzn8 and 
tinyurl.com/mvyvh325.

Funding opportunities  
District Small Grant Scheme. 
Funding is available for projects 
aimed at community engagement or 
new initiatives. The scheme closes 
on 28th February 2025 or earlier if 
fully allocated. Find out more on the 
WCC website.

“Solar Together” – group buy 
scheme for solar energy. 
Hampshire residents can join the 
scheme to invest in solar panels 
installed by vetted suppliers. 
Register by 18th October for a free, 
no-obligation quote at 
www.hants.gov.uk/solartogether

Life’s better by bike. Explore 
Hampshire's cycling options via 
https://www.hants.gov.uk/
socialcareandhealth. Find journey 
planning, bikeability courses, cycling 
routes and more.

Stay Informed. To ensure you are 
informed with the latest news, 
initiatives and community resources, 
watch the HCC and WCC websites 
and our Facebook page (see 
above).Your engagement helps us to 
serve you better.

Together, we can continue to make 
the Meon Valley an exceptional place 
to live, work, and play.

Around the district
From our district and county councillors

All sorts of activities

Our Winchester 
District Councillors

Malcolm Wallace 07739 050224 
mwallace@winchester.gov.uk

   malcolm.wallace@hants.gov.uk
Danny Lee 07896 644504 
dlee@winchester.gov.uk
Suzanne White 07944 010909 
swhite3@winchester.gov.uk

    Malcolm Wallace

Danny Lee

Suzanne White
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As railways spread across the country 
during the nineteenth century, 
businesses and residents in many 
towns were keen to be connected to 
the national network as small 
communities without a railway 
connection were at a major economic 
and commercial disadvantage. 
Bishop’s Waltham was no exception – 
especially as in the mid-nineteenth 
century the area was suffering high 
unemployment and general economic 
depression.   

As early as 1860 a bill was 
submitted to Parliament for a railway 
line from Southampton to Petersfield, 
which would have included Bishop’s 
Waltham and Droxford. The line would 
have joined with the Midhurst line and 
carried on into Sussex, which was 
London Brighton and South Coast 
Railway (LB&SCR) territory. Railway 
companies were fiercely protective of 
their geographical areas and the 
London and South Western Railway 
(LSWR) actively lobbied against the 
Bill since it would have provided 
LB&SCR with access to  Southampton 
– firmly in LSWR territory. As a result 
the Bill was thrown out by Parliament 
– much to the surprise of its 
Petersfield backers.  

Bishop’s Waltham businesses, 
however, were not going give up and, 

led by Arthur Helps, the group 
prepared a new Bill for a Bishop's 
Waltham, Botley and Bursledon 
Railway (BWB&BR), intending to 
deposit it for the 1862 session of 
Parliament. Helps had become private 
secretary to the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer soon after leaving 
Cambridge in 1835, later becoming 
private secretary to the Chief 
Secretary for Ireland – but when Lord 
Melbourne’s government fell in 1841, 
Arthur Helps abandoned a career in 
politics, bought the Vernon Hill Estate 
in Bishop’s Waltham and for the next 
20 years spent his time writing books 
and plays. 

Time for business 
As Helps approached 50 he seems to 
have turned his attention to business 
and purchased much of Pond Side 
Farm to the west of the town, which 
included substantial quantities of clay 
in the area of what is now Claylands 
Road, and started the Bishop’s 
Waltham Clay Company for the 
“manufacture of bricks and terracotta” 
in 1862. Clearly a local railway line 
would be essential for selling such 
products further afield.   

Eager to protect its territory, and 
concerned that Bursledon may 
encourage LB&SCR to move on 

Southampton, LSWR made its 
opposition to the Bill clear and its 
promoters agreed to drop the 
Bursledon extension: BWB&BR 
became The Bishop’s Waltham 
Railway Company and the amended 
Bill was given Royal Assent on the 
17th July 1862 with authorised capital 
of £16,000 (more than £2.4million in 
today’s money) to fund the 3½ mile 
line. Mr Bettesworth Shearer – the 
then owner of Swanmore House – was 
elected as chairman. The £16,000 
capital was to be raised by issuing £10 
shares. 

The proposed railway would run 
from Bishop’s Waltham to Botley 
where it would join the Eastleigh to 
Fareham/Gosport line, with LSWR  
providing the locomotives and 
coaches and taking 45% of the profits. 
On 31st October 1862 Rilson & Ridley 
were contracted to build the line – but 
since funds were limited the contract 
did not include the necessary facilities 
at Bishop’s Waltham such as a station, 
goods shed, water tower and 
turntable.  

By March 1863 Bettesworth 
Shearer had resigned as chairman. 
Captain Rich of the Royal Engineers 
inspected the line and would not 
provide permission to run until certain 
improvements had been carried out 
and the station at Bishop’s Waltham 
was built in the summer of 1863. So it 
was not until 1st June 1863 that the 
line was officially opened to much 

About the district

100 Years of the Bishop’s 
Waltham Railway

Railway staff by the Winchester Road 
signal box, 1910.

Bishop’s Waltham station c.1905
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acclaim. St Peter’s church bells were 
rung, a local band provided 
entertainment and an “excellent 
dinner” was held at The Crown Inn. 

Initially there were six return trains 
each day between Bishop’s Waltham 
and Botley with connections to 
London. One could catch the 8.15am 
from Bishop’s Waltham, change at 
Botley and be at Waterloo by 11am, 
and then catch the 5pm return train to 
arrive back in Bishop’s Waltham by 
8.04pm. This was the first time ever 
that one could reach London and 
return within a single day.  

Economic ills 
Despite local enthusiasm, the banking 
panic of 1866, caused by the failure of 
the Overend, Gurney and Co bank, 
which had heavily invested in railway 
stocks rather than maintaining cash 
reserves, had a greater impact. 
Around 200 companies failed as a 
result of the crisis – among them The 
Bishop’s Waltham Railway Company, 
which could not meet its financial 
claims, including from the contractor 
for the sum of £3,204 10s 0d (almost 
£500,000 today).  

Arthur Helps was also impacted: 
the brickworks went into liquidation in 
1867 and Helps had to sell the Vernon 
Hill estate. In February 1869 the board 
of the Bishop’s Waltham Railway 
Company resigned, there being no 
way to pay the company’s debts. The 

LSWR continued operating the line 
and taking all revenues. 

In the following years attempts 
were made to extend the railway, with 
approval in 1883, to take it to 
Droxford, but the high cost of the 
extensive tunnelling needed meant 
that this stretch was never built.  

Passenger and freight trains, 
however, continued to run. By 1905 
there were twelve down trains and 13 
up trains on weekdays as well as a 
Sunday service. There was also a 
daily steam-hauled goods train, the 
engine also shunting for the 
brickworks (acquired by Mark 
Blanchard in 1871) and other local 
industries. One of the few changes on 
the line was the building of a small halt 
at Durley to serve locals and those 
employed at a timber mill; this cost 
£67 and was opened on 4th 
November 1909. 

Wartime impacts 
The First World War had very little 
effect on the Bishop’s Waltham railway 
compared with other lines in the south, 
but the reorganisation of the railways 
in 1923, into four main regional 
groupings, meant that the line came 
under the Southern Railway. As such, 
the branch line struggled on with few 
passengers and fewer than two dozen 
season ticket holders, ultimately 
leading to its closure to passenger 
traffic: the last train ran on the 31st 

December 1932. Freight continued for 
a little longer and the Second World 
War brought an increase in parcel 
traffic, much of it for Timothy White’s, 
which had taken over Swanmore 
House after its depot at Portsmouth 
was destroyed. As D-Day approached 
the line was used for rail-tankers 
carrying oil, vehicle fuel and aviation 
spirit.  

Post-war goods traffic continued 
using old M7 class tank engines but 
the line was increasingly uneconomic 
and on Friday 27th April 1962 the last 
freight train left at 1pm with engine 
number 41328. Like many small 
railway lines its fate was sealed by the 
growth of cars, buses and lorries for 
commercial traffic.  

With the closure of the railway the 
station, goods shed, and track were no 
longer required and demolition meant 
that significant road improvements 
were possible. These included a direct 
road across the pond (B2177). All that 
can be seen today of the railway is the 
restored road crossing gate by the 
roundabout on the B2177. 

Crawford Wright 
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Arthur Helps (1813–1875) in a chalk 
drawing by George Richmond in 
1858. In 1862 Helps had edited a 
volume of Prince Albert’s speeches 
and, after selling Vernon Hill, Queen 
Victoria offered him a grace and 
favour residence at Charlotte’s 
Cottage just inside the gates of Kew 
Gardens, where he lived for the rest 
of his life. He was knighted (KCB) in 
1872.



U3A 

Plenty of interest 
this autumn 
The Meon Valley U3A autumn series 
of lectures continues at Wickham 
Community Centre at 2pm every first 
and third Tuesday of each month. 

1st October –  John Landaw will 
lecture on “The Rotary Movement”. 
Some of you will know what Rotary 
is; many will not even have heard of 
it. My friend John is always an 
amusing and entertaining speaker. 
Come along and find out. 
15th October –  Penny Copeland 
talks on “Tudor and Stuart houses”. 
Penny has spoken to us before and 
is always a mine of knowledge and 
interest. 
5th November – Geoff Watts will be 
talking on “Southampton vaults”. 
We have heard Geoff before and 
know he is an accomplished 
speaker amazingly able to provide 
dates and names from memory and 
without notes! 
19th November – Mike Hollis will 
talk on “How Belgium won the First 
World War”. Mike is an authority on 
Egyptology but can offer many 
other subjects, and this is one of 
them. 
Everybody is welcome; guests will 

get an especially warm welcome. 
(Guests pay £2 to defray speaker 
costs.) Tea and biscuits are provided 
after the talk, and we always have pre-
loved books for charitable sale. 

Lyndon Palmer 07881991763 
or lyndonplmr@gmail.com 

u3asites.org.uk/meon-valley 

Our Masonic Lodge is based at Brook 
House Masonic Centre, Brook Lane, 
Botley and we hold meetings every 
month from October through until 
April. We welcome guests from many 
parts of Hampshire – and sometimes 
even further! We are part of the 
Grand Lodge of England and, as 
such, also have our own Provincial 
Grand Lodge for Hampshire and Isle 
of Wight based in Chandlers Ford 
(www.hiowmasons.org). 

Our membership isn’t limited to the 
Bishop’s Waltham locality and we 
have members from Hythe, 
Southampton, the Romsey area – 
and even Teignmouth and North 
Dorset. It doesn’t mean, either, that 
someone living here has to join our 
Lodge as there are many others 
locally to choose from. 

Masons have often kept a low 
profile when it comes to support for 
charities, but it has been reported that 
masonry is second only to the 
National Lottery for charitable 
donations of all kinds. Unlike Rotary 
and The Lions Clubs – who do such 
marvellous work – we have tended to 
be in the background but, in today’s 
world with social media, instant 

communications and a more-open 
society, Masons also feel that wind of 
change.  

We need to be more proactive and 
not be afraid to tell people of the 
many good things that we do, how we 
enjoy our meetings and always 
welcome new members. 
Internationally, we support 
humanitarian projects such as those 
in Turkey, Haiti and Ukraine, and also 
county-wide projects including the 
Hampshire Air Ambulance. Many 
organisations, large and small, in our 
own village have been beneficiaries 
of donations from Bishop’s Waltham 
Lodge, and we welcome enquiries 
from any (charities preferred) club or 
society that might seek our support, 
especially if they have a project that 
would benefit from increased funding. 

We do have a Facebook page but 
not, so far, a website as we haven’t 
any members with that skill – yet! 

Robin Breach  07969 102643  

Around the district

Little Moreton Hall, built during the 
reigns of all the Tudor monarchs

Meon Valley Quilters  

Much to see at the exhibition
Meon Valley Quilters meet in 
Waltham Chase Village Hall on the 
second Saturday of each month and 
we have more than 100 members. 
We shall be holding an exhibition of 
our members’ work over the 
weekend of 19th and 20th October 
at Rookesbury Park, Southwick 
Road, Wickham, PO17 6HT. 

The exhibition is 
open from 10am 
to 5pm on 
Saturday and 
10am to 4pm on 
Sunday.   
Admission is £4, 
but members and 

children are 
free. There is 
disabled access 
and plenty of 
parking. 

As well as a 
cushion raffle 
there will be a 
sales table of items made by 
members, bag tombola, book sales, 
two traders and refreshments all day. 
Plus lots and lots of beautiful quilts 
and wall hangings to admire. There is 
so much to see so please come! 

Rosemary Yeoman, Chairman, 
Meon Valley Quilters, 

www.meonvalleyquilters.org.uk  

Bishop’s Waltham Masons  

Ready to support local charities
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Waltham Ramblers

Walks in October
Organised walks are held by the 
Waltham Group of the Ramblers on 
Wednesdays (mornings) and 
Saturdays/Sundays (usually all day). A 
selection is shown below, with meeting 
venue and leader’s contact number. 

Newcomers are welcome but 
please contact the leader beforehand 
in case there is a change. 

Wednesday 2nd October – 
Hambledon via Windmill Hill, 
4.6miles, David 07805 957030. 
Start: 10am. Meet in the car park 
beside church off the High Street, 
PO7 4RT.

Sunday 13th October – Avington via 
Martyr Worthy, 8miles, Gill and Ian 
07789 768579. Bring a picnic 
lunch. Start: 10am. Meet in the car 
park on Avington to Easton Road, 
SO21 1DF.

Wednesday 16th October – Cheriton 
via Gander Down, 5.3miles, Gareth 
07867 523049. Start: 10am. Meet 
in the Recreation Ground car park, 
SO24 0QH.

Saturday 26th October – New Forest 
via Hatchet Pond, 6.3miles, Andy, 
07449 44747. Start: 10am. Meet in 
Hawkhill car park off the B3055, 
west of Beaulieu, SO42 7QL.

Wednesday 30th October – Droxford 
via Soberton, 5miles, Gill and Ian 
07789 768579. Start: 10am. Meet 
in the Square and park either in the 
Square or in nearby roads, SO32 
3RB.
For further information about 

Waltham Ramblers, email 
delia.rampton@talktalk.net

Delia Rampton

Winchester & District Young Carers
Project is holding a fund-raising coffee 
morning at Rick Stein’s restaurant in 
Winchester on Friday 4th October 
from 9am to 11am.

The charity supports children 
throughout the district who act as 
carers for parents or siblings – 
including several who attend 
Swanmore’s schools.

The coffee morning will not only 
help raise much needed funds but is 
also aimed an increasing awareness 
of the very many children in our district  
who have caring responsibility – some 
while still at primary schools.

Rick Stein’s restarurant, which also 

supports the charity, is at 8 High 
Street, Winchester SO23 9JX (just 
past the Guildhall). 

Cost is £5 for coffee and cake, 
payable on arrival, although the 
project asks people to register in 
advance to help with catering. You can 
book by scanning the QR code above 
or by emailing manager@ 
winchesteryoungcarers.org.uk

Anna Hamilton

Around the district
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W&DYCP

Supporting our local 
young carers

It’s been a busy summer so far, with 
our Annual Open Show, the Club’s 
barbecue and the finals of the “Potato 
Competition”. The highlight of the year 
is our Annual Social Evening on 
Saturday 26th October, which 
includes a two-course meal.

This year’s format will be an 
innovation for the Club, being a 
“Gardeners’ Question Time” with two 
experts on hand to answer all your 
problems, comments or ideas about 
gardening. With more than  300 
members and 100 allotment holders, 
we anticipate that both experts, Ray 
Broughton and Benjamin Hope, will 
certainly earn their keep.

The event will be held at The 
Jubilee Hall, Little Shore Lane, 
Bishop’s Waltham, startring at 6.45pm 
for 7pm. Tickets (£18) and more 
details are available at our website 
www.bwgc.org.uk or at our “Shop at 
the Shed” at the Albany Road site at 
weekends 10am to noon. You can 
also send questions to our Secretary 
via the website.

Looking further ahead, Pauline 
Weeks will be with us at our 
permanent new home at St Peter’s 

Church Hall in Free Street on 27th 
November, at 6.45pm for a 7pm 
talking about “The Wild Bunch in your 
Patch”. Pauline is very well known for 
her work in conservation, biodiversity 
and sustainability – her website 
www.greenpauline.co.uk will tell you 
more about her work

Our membership year runs from 
1st October – details are on our 
website and new members are always 
welcome; find us at www.bwgc.org.uk 
and on Facebook. 

Happy gardening everyone!
Robin Breach

Pauline Weeks hard at work 
in her garden

Bishop’s Waltham Gardening Club

Hearing from the experts



The society will be holding its  annual 
exhibition on 11th-12th October at the 
United Free Church in Basingwell 
Street, Bishop’s Waltham.The 
exhibition showcases the work of 
many of the society’s members  and 
admission is free. 

The society likes to add something 
new each year, so leading up to this 
exhibition, BWPS members were 
challenged to put aside their “big” 
cameras and use their skills as 
photographers to create images with 
their mobile phone.  

A comment often heard when 
someone is admiring a photograph is 
“you must have an expensive camera 
to have taken that!”. It’s often  

assumed that expensive equipment is 
required whereas, in reality, all you 
need is the camera on your phone. 
With a mix of imagination and skill and 
maybe a few apps, the “Camera 
phone photography” display at the 
exhibition will convince you that the 
mobile phone is the perfect tool for 
taking great pictures.  

Winners of a documentary 
competition held on 29th August and 
critiqued by Martin Pickles were: 1st 
Nicky Higgens with “Bike boys” 
(pictured above), 2nd Gabor Kovacs 
with “Jeweller in her workshop”, and  
3rd Paul Harknett with “At the bus 
stop”. 

Ann Erkut 

Bishop’s Waltham Rotary 

Lending a 
helping hand 
Recently we have been linked with 
New Life Domestic, a charity helping 
individuals and families that are 
starting a new life, free of abuse and 
who need a hand to set up their new 
homes locally. 

The charity provides items such as 
household furniture needed for men, 
women and children as they build their 
new lives. We helped financially to 
give better access to storage facilities 
for donated items  and we are looking 
forward to working with the charity in 
the future.   

We have also formed strong links 
with Hampshire Medical Fund, which 
enabled us to source incubators for 
Ukraine (pictured below). So far we 
have sent eight incubators with 
another four on the way. Hampshire 
Medical Fund has needed help in 
sourcing specialist neonatal transfer 
trollies for Hampshire Hospitals NHS 
Foundation Trust. We were delighted 
to complete their target figure by 
donating £700. 

We were very pleased to award an 
honorary membership to Doug Draper, 
one of our founder members in 1989. 
We have also recognised two of our 
other members for the significant 
contribution they have made towards 
the club’s charitable work: Jason Rule 
and Ian Fletcher have been presented 
with the Paul Harris Award. 

Ian Trevail

Around the district

Bishop’s Waltham Photographic Society 

Ready for the exhibition

Titchfield Theatre 

No ordinary murder mystery
The next production at Titchfield 
Festival theatre is Dead Leaves, a 
play written and directed by Bradley 
Barlow, which will be on stage at the 
Oak Theatre from 2nd to 12th 
October.  

The plot is a murder mystery but 
not in the traditional sense: Melissa 
French is dead. After the police 
discover her body in the woods and 
delve into her past, Melissa’s family 
and friends begin to realise how little 

they knew her… 
Dead Leaves is followed at the 

Oak Theatre by The Curious Incident 
of the Dog in the Night Time by  
Simon Stephens, based on the novel 
of the same name by Mark Haddon. It 
runs from the 18th to 31st October 

Performances start at 7.30pm 
(2.30pm on Sundays) and tickets are 
£12 or £14 (concessions £11 or £13) 
available via the theatre website.             

Simon Frost 
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A new parkrun is planned for Wickham 
using an out and back route on the 
Meon Valley Trail.

Parkrun’s Saturday 5km meets, 
now in their 20th year, have become a 
global phenomenon. All parkruns are 
free but runners  should register in 
advance. Once registered, they can 
participate in any of its events at any

time without giving prior notice. If you 
want to be a parkrunner, you only 
need to register once.

Local parkruns are already held in 
Southampton, Eastleigh, Winchester, 
Whiteley and Itchen Valley Country 
Park.

A total of 32 volunteers have 
already signed up for the new 

Wickham parkrun, as 
well as two event 
directors and six run 
directors.
Organisers are looking 
for additional run 
directors to share the 
load. For more details, 
contact 
wickhaminhampshire 
@gmail.com or call 
07532 168515.

Final
gatherings 
of the year

The Meon Valley Garden Club  will be 
holding its popular Autumn Plant Sale 
at Droxford Hall on Saturday 5th 
October from 10am. Other forthcoming 
events are:

Thursday 24th October: Talk by Jen 
Harbrow on Ralph Dutton and his 
Contribution to Hinton Ampner at the 
Meon Hall at 7.30pm.
Wednesday 6th November: Annual 
General Meeting at the Meon Hall at 
7.30pm.
Wednesday 20th November: A talk 
by well-known gardener Pauline 
Weeks on “The Terror of Opening for 
NGS” at Droxford Hall at 7.30pm.
Wednesday 11th December: the last 
meeting of the year is a Christmas 
Social at Droxford Hall at 7.30pm.

The club does not meet in January. 
Visitors are very welcome to our talks. 
There is no charge – although we 
hope you may be interested enough to 
want to join us!

Olive Hathaway

Winchester Go LD

Tea and bridge
There is still time to book for 
Winchester Go LD’s annual fund-
raising “Bridge Tea” at The Manor 
House, Preshaw. 

The event is on 10th October from 
2pm to 6pm and, as well as a friendly 
afternoon playing competition bridge, t 
includes a fabulous homemade 
afternoon tea and refreshments. Price 
is £80 for a four-person table.

All donations will be supporting 
Winchester Go LD, which enables 
adults with learning disabilities to live 
life to the full with the choices and 
independence that they want.

You can email for a booking form to 
johanna.tyler@btinternet.com  or 
telephone 07888 274173

Claire Penny

Around the district

Community running

Parkrun comes to Wickham

Members of the Waltham Priory 
Probus Club enjoyed “Skittles and 
Lunch” on 23rd July. There was no 
meeting in August so members 
returned on 3rd September to hear 
guest speaker Paul Chamberlain talk 
about “The arts and crafts of 
prisoners of war” before lunch. 

Our programme of events in the 
next few months is:

1st October – with speaker Mike 
Hollis on “Cold War Warriors”.
20th October – a “Classic” lunch 
with Jackie Dimmock talking about 
“The Police”.
5th November – Don Bryan on 

“River Hamble: source to sea”.
3rd December – Christmas meeting 
with entertainment and lunch.

Waltham Priory Probus is a mixed 
club of men and women. We are 
welcoming and friendly and can 
accept some new members.

If you would like to start each new 
month with some entertainment 
followed by a lunch join us on the first 
Tuesday morning of every month in 
Botley.Contact our secretary on 
07542109821 or email  
janet.gibson1@outlook.com for 
details.

Waltham Priory Probus
An enjoyable way to start each month

River Hamble
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Dates for your diaries 
Every Thursday 6.30pm–10pm, Swanmore Bridge Club, Paterson Centre. 
Every Friday 2pm–4pm, MVARA Scrabble, Paterson Centre. 

1st October  Botley, Waltham Priory Probus  Club, lunch followed by Mike Hollis on “Cold War  
 Warriors”. 
1st October 2pm Wickham Community Centre, U3A: John Landaw on “The Rotary Movement”. 
2nd October 10am Waltham Ramblers, Hambledon via Windmill Hill (p.23 for all October walks). 
2nd October  5.30–8pm Swanmore Primary School, Happy’s Circus. 
4th October 9–11am, Rick Stein’s Restaurant, Winchester, Coffee morning fundraiser for   
 Winchester & District Young Carers Project. 
5th October 10am Droxford Hall, Meon Valley Garden Club, Autumn plant sale. 
6th October 8am–10am start, Swanmore Village Hall, Roly’s Run. 
8th October 1.45pm Paterson Centre, Nostalgic Film Club, a Hollywood musical. 
9th October 8pm Paterson Centre, Swanmore Society: Dr Tim Mason on “100 Million Years of  
 Malaria History”. 
10th October 2pm–5pm, Manor House, Preshaw, Bridge Tea in aid of Go LD. 
11th–12th October 9.30am– 5pm United Free Church, BW Photographic Society’s Annual Exhibition. 
12th October 9.45am–12noon Marsh’s Meadows, Swanmore Conservation Group work party. 
15th October 2pm Wickham Community Centre, U3A meeting: Penny Copeland on “Tudor and  
 Stuart Houses”. 
16th October 7.30pm Curdridge Reading Room, Curdridge Amateur Dramatic Society, play   
 reading “Murder and Marriage” by Paul Howard. 
19th-20th October 10am to 5pm (4pm on Sunday) Rookesbury Park, Wickham, Meon Valley Quilters  

 exhibition and sale of work. 
20th October  Botley, Waltham Priory Probus Club, Jackie Dimmock on “The Police”. 
24th October 7.30pm Meon Hall, Meonstoke, Meon Valley Garden Club: Jen Harbrow on “Ralph  

 Dutton and his Contribution to Hinton Ampner”. 
26th October 10am–1pm Village Centre car park. Barnaby’s classic cars. 
26th October 6.45pm for 7pm Jubilee Hall, Bishop’s Waltham, BW Gardening Club, Annual   

 Social Evening. 
5th November Botley, Waltham Priory Probus Club, Don Bryan on “River Hamble: source to sea”.  
5th November 2pm Wickham Community Centre, U3A: Geoff Watts on “Southampton Vaults”. 
6th November 7.30pm Meon Hall, Meonstoke, Meon Valley Garden Club, AGM. 
9th November 9.45am–12noon Marsh’s Meadows, Swanmore Conservation Group work party. 
12th November 1.45–4.30pm Paterson Centre, Nostalgic Film Club, film tbc. 
13th November 8pm Paterson Centre, Swanmore Society: Tony Kippenberger on “The early history 
 of Bishop’s Waltham”. 
19th November 2pm Wickham Community Centre, U3A meeting: Mike Hollis  on “How Belgium  
 won the First World War”. 
20th November 7.30pm Droxford Hall, Meon Valley Garden Club: Pauline Weeks on “The Terror  
 of Opening for NGS. 
23rd November  10.30am–12noon, Paterson Centre, Coffee morning in aid of RBL. 
24th November 7.30pm All Saints’ Botley, Botley Choral Society, Brahms’ Requiem. 
27th November 6.45pm St Peter’s Church Hall, Free Street, Bishop’s Waltham Gardening   
 Club: Pauline Weeks on “The Wild Bunch in your Garden”. 
28th–30th Nov  7.30pm(Saturday mationere 2.30pm) Swanmore Village Hall, SADS pantomime  
 “Humpty Dumpty and the Magic Wall” by Limelight Scripts. 
29th November 7pm for 7.15pm, Twyford Village Hall, Annual Quiz Night in aid of Go LD. 
30th November 10.30am–12noon, Paterson Centre, Coffee morning in aid of St Barnabas’  
 Christmas flowers. 
26



To advertise in 
The Swanmore Link

please contact
John Austin on 

01489 893409 or                
j.austin830@talktalk.net 

Advertisements
can be in

full colour at no
additional charge.

Animal services
Star Walks 34
The Dog Room 36

Building/carpentry/property 
maintenance

M R Chase 38
Lee Cooper 31
Dean Architectural Technician 37
Diamond Carpentry 33
R & G Gamblin 38
Tim Millier Carpentry 33
Osborne Plastering 36
N W Stubbington Ltd 34

Chimneys/logs
Chimney Sweep 38
R J Ralls 36
Woodlea Nursery 34

Computer services
Computer Problems Solved 31

Educational/childcare 
Sallie Smith 33
Swanmore Pre-School 37

Electrical services 
Brickhill Electrical 35
P Graham Electrical 36
MFC Electrical Ltd 34
G Rixon Ltd 31

Fencing
RJS Fencing Contractor 30

Financial/legal services
Butler & Co 36
Chamberlains 37
Hayhurst Jackson Ltd 35
Nicholas Ridge 31

Florists
All About Flowers 33

Food & drink
Julia’s Kitchen 33
Wyches Vineyard 28

Funeral services
South Downs Funeral Service 28
Richard Steel & Partners 29

Gardening/forestry
Natural Gardens 32
Oscar Emery Tree Care 33
Richard’s Grass Cutting 36
SJB Services 30
Gerald M Vivian 34

Gifts
Rescue, Remake & Relove 35

Glass & windows
SAJE UVPC 39 
Steve West 32

Hairdressers
Shades of Sweetpea 35

Health services
Piers Spencer Osteopath 30
Saxby’s Eye Care 30

Household services
Alan Shawyer Appliance Repairs 31

Home care
Lapis Care 32

Motor repairs
Taylor’s Garage 38

Outdoor living 
Hampshire Shades 30

Painting and decorating
Philip Broad 34
R J Fisher 33
Mark & June Mason 34
N W Stubbington Ltd 34

Plumbing/heating
William Fleming   29
J D Humphrey Ltd 34
G Rixon Ltd 31
White Rose Plumbing 37

Printers 
Solent Design 38

Septic tanks
Burrow Environmental 36

Advertisers’ Directory

27



30 3009/20

V I N E Y A R D

Award Winning Quality 
English Wine from the 
chalky slopes of  The South 
Downs in Upper Swanmore 
Please contact us by email, phone, or by 
completing the online form on our website.

We will deliver for free within a 20-mile 
radius of Swanmore, Hampshire.

5% discount available on orders 
of 12 bottles or more.

info@wychesvineyard.co.uk      Tel 07885 822289      wychesvineyard.co.uk
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William 
Fleming

BISHOP’S WALTHAM
The Gate House, Victoria Road,

Bishop’s Waltham, SO32 1DJ
01489 892640

ALRESFORD
58 West Street, Alresford, 
Hampshire, SO24 9AU

01962 798789

WINCHESTER
Alderman House, 12–14 City Road,

Winchester, SO23 8SD
01962 862333

www.steelsfunerals.co.uk
Available 24 hours

Incorporating
Nigel Chamberlain

& Partners for
over 30 years

BW 179x129mm.indd   1 07/10/2021   15:01

William 
Fleming
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Tree and Hedge 
Maintenance

Fully qualified and insured
One off jobs
Regular maintenance
Local reliable service based in Swanmore

Contact Simon for a FREE quotation on:

01489 890577  |  07976 264719
simonbrn3@googlemail.com

@s.j.b.services

Piers Spencer 
Registered Osteopath  

 
Bishop's Waltham
Osteopathic Clinic 

White Hart Stables, Bank Street 
Bishop's Waltham SO32 1AN 

 01489 891 880 piersspencer@hotmail.com
www.bwosteopathy.co.uk 

AGRICULTURAL, EQUESTRIAN 
& DOMESTIC FENCING

Stock Fence   I Deer Fence   I Equifence

Post & Rail   I Stake & Rail

Permanent   I Electric Fencing

Closeboards   I  Panel Fencing   I Trellis

Picket Fencing   I Dog Proof Fencing

Call Richard on 07930 229649
www.rjs-fenc ng.co.uk

2 Houchin Street, Bishops Waltham SO32 1AR

01489 896330
info@saxbys-eyecare.co.uk
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CPS Ltd, Orchardlea

07962 641796
01489 890738
Christopher Guénier

Computer Problems Solved

Swanmore, Hampshire. SO32 2QZ
info@computerproblemssolvedltd.co.uk
www.cps-ltd.org.uk

A qualified and experienced Computer Engineer who can 
efficiently solve all your home and business computer needs. 

Oakleaf, Ludwells Lane, Waltham Chase, Southampton, SO32 2NP

t: 01489 899102  e: nicholas@nicholasridgecta.co.uk
www.nicholasridgecta.co.uk

WATCHING OUT FOR THE NEXT 
GENERATION

Is IHT a factor in making my Will? Is a Family Trust a good idea?

PROPERTY OR WORK OVERSEAS
How does it affect my tax if I live, work or have property abroad?

FOR ENTREPRENEURS
Am I the only one wondering whether it’s worth all the aggro?

PERSONAL TAX
What is the best way to order my tax affairs, in full compliance 

with the law?

SELLING MY BUSINESS
How much tax will I pay? What is my business worth?

EXPERT TAX ADVICE
WITH A HUMAN FACE

FOR THE MEON VALLEY
ELECTRICAL PLUMBING AND HEAT ING ENGINEERS

G. RIXON LTD.  Wynot  Heath Road  Soberton  Hampshire  SO32 3PQ

We carry out small jobs such as attending to faulty
light fittings and dripping taps, to larger jobs such
as complete rewires and replacement bathrooms.
We are disabled adaptation specialists and install

level access showers and accessible kitchens.
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RJ Ralls
solid fuel services

Chimney Sweep
Fully qualified and registered

Fully insured
Certificates issued

Contact Rob on 07795 060 270

rjralls.co.uk

GU
IL

D 
OF MASTER SW

EEPS

LOCAL GLASS REPAIRS
WINDOWS & DOORS

All Aspects of Glass & Glazing

Steve West: 07718 513283
Email: bootneck67@icloud.com

Based in Swanmore

Replacement Double Glazed Units
Remedial work to Windows & UPVC Doors

Emergency Lock Outs
Lock Replacements for Windows & UPVC Doors

MCIHort, MPGCA

NATURAL GARDENS

Gardening with Nature in Mind

Helping people to create and manage 
ecologically diverse gardens and 

landscapes

07789 293591
angela@natural-gardens.co.uk

www.natural-gardens.co.uk

WILDLIFE GARDENING

CONSULTANCY AND ADVICE

NATURAL LANDSCAPE & GARDEN DESIGN

BORDER & PLANTING DESIGNS

SPECIALIST PRUNING
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R.J. Fisher Ltd
Interior & Exterior Painting 

& Decorating

Over 30 years experience
For your free estimate

please telephone
01489 331136
07921 508941

All About Flowers
at Botley Mills

Wedding Flowers, Funeral Tributes,
Bouquets, Balloons and Events

email:
rose.allaboutf lowers@gmail.com

02381 781870

www.allaboutflowers.co.uk
Daily

deliveries

Carpentry           Joinery 

Built-in Lounge, Study and Bedroom Furniture 
Doors fitted, Woodwork Repairs carried out 
Custom Built Projects,  Building Services 

       

Tel:

Tim Millier   

I offer English, French and German TuitionI offer English, French and German Tuition
to GCSE Level including adults returningto GCSE Level including adults returning

to learning and SEN.to learning and SEN.
All subjects at Foundation, KS1 and KS2.All subjects at Foundation, KS1 and KS2.

Common Entrance Preparation.Common Entrance Preparation.
French and German Conversation Groups.French and German Conversation Groups.

Please contact Sallie Smith,Please contact Sallie Smith,
Primary/Secondary Teacher –Primary/Secondary Teacher –

33 years’ experience B.A. Hons, PGCE,33 years’ experience B.A. Hons, PGCE,
DBS checkedDBS checked

01489 278018 - 07762 49265101489 278018 - 07762 492651
salliesmith@sky.comsalliesmith@sky.com

Carpentry 
Your requirements to our standards 

       

Tel:     
Email:    tim.millier@gmail.com 

Weekly Meal Delivery Service

Business Lunches
Corporate Events

Christenings
Funeral Wakes
Dinner Parties

Our menus are bespoke, created
to suit your budget and requirements.

www.juliaskitchenbw.co.uk

07702 192166
jkcateringenquiries@gmail.com

Special dietary needs catered for.

33



36 3609/20

J & D Humphrey Ltd
Plumbing, Gas, Oil & Solid Fuel

Hea  ng Installa  ons

Gas Fi   ng and Servicing
Gas Safe Register No: 9995
REGISTERED PLUMBER

50 Goodlands Vale, Hedge End. SO30 4SL
Telephone: 01489 893620

Gerald M Vivian.  Landscape Gardener
◊ Paving ◊ Ponds & Water features ◊ Brick walls & Steps
◊ Flintwork ◊ Natural Stonework ◊ Fencing & Gates 
◊ Lawns ◊ Pergolas & Garden structures ◊ Driveways

Over 25 years experience with a reputation for 
high standards of work.

Tel: 01489 893954  Mob: 07769 690454
g.vivian@btinternet.com
www.geraldvivianlandscapes.co.uk

INTERIOR &
EXTERIOR
DESIGN &

DECORATION
Full Colour Schemes Available

For free, friendly advice and quotes please call
Philip Broad - Tel: 023 9281 2042  Mobile: 07720 604035

Qualifi ed Interior Designer 
Flat 7, Dymond House, Gisors Road, Southsea, PO4 8GZ

34

MFC Electrical Ltd

Michael Capell

Email: mcapell95@gmail.com
Mobile: 07973 407875

MARK & JUNE MASON
HUSBAND AND WIFE HIGH QUALITY 

PAINTERS AND DECORATORS
Period to modern properties

We work around your requirements

01329 235847/ 07973 162397
masonspaint.co.uk

N.W. STUBBINGTON LTD
BUILDER • PAINTER • DECORATOR

Extensions • Roof Repairs
• Alterations  • Interior Decorator 

• External Painting
• Insurance Work etc.

02392 376994 • 07967 002885

SEASONED LOGS
FOR SALE

Half or full load delivered

For further details call John on
07940 357839

Woodlea Nursery Durley

Star Walks
Dog Walking & Pet Care Services

Call Mich Andrews on
07710252320

Covering Swanmore, Bishops Waltham
& surrounding areas

Insured, DBS and First Aid Trained

To advertise in the 
Swanmore Magazine contact

John Austin on 
01489 893409

To advertise in the 
Swanmore Magazine contact

John Austin on 
01489 893409
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hair  by    D .Fulstow

Debbie & her team would like to welcome you to 
Shades of Sweetpea hair salon. A new hairdressing 

business situated in Chapel Road Swanmore. Specialists 
in cuts and colours, also wedding and occasion hair. 

Pop in and pick up a price list, or book a free of charge 
consultation, so we can assess your hair and advise you 

on the right style for you and your hair. 

All the family welcome! 

Chapel Road, Swanmore SO32 2QB 
01489 893646 

Open  
Wednesday 9am-6.30pm, Thursday 10am-8pm,  

Friday 9am-7.30pm, Saturday 8am-3pm
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Qualified Friendly Reliable
Plastering Service
No Job Too Small
Free Estimates

info@osborneplastering.uk
Tel: 07826539630

osborneplastering.uk

Avalon House, Waltham Business Park,  
Brickyard Road, Swanmore, Southampton,  

SO32 2SA 
Tel:  01489 896996   

Email: enquiries@butlerco-bw.co.uk  
Website:  www.butlerco-bw.co.uk 

 

LOCAL INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANTS AND  
TAXATION ADVISORS 

 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION  

   
Full range of accountancy, auditing  & taxation services 

Business start up advice 

Book-keeping and Payroll Services  

Self-Assessment Returns 

Detailed Fixed Cost Quotes    

Tel: 01489 890555 (answer phone) Mobile: 07766 525524
Email: pgrahamelectrical@btinternet.com

Based: Hoe Road, Bishop’s Waltham

ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN
Domestic - Commercial - Industrial

Installation of Electric Car Charger including OLEV grant

YYPES OF WORK UNDERT

THE DOG ROOM
Bathing, Clipping, Scissoring 
& Hand Stripping 
Nails, Ears and Glands

Quiet handling,
professionally trained

Microchip service with 
National reg - vet & KC trained

Tel: Waltham Chase 01489 892272
or 07710 622881
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CHAMBERLAINS
FAMILY SOLICITORS

Residential Conveyancing

Commercial Property

Probate & Wills    

Estate Administration

Lasting Powers of Attorney

RED LION STREET
BISHOP’S WALTHAM SO32 1ST

tel (01489) 896141
info@chamberlainslaw.co.uk

We are open Monday-Friday 8.30am-3.30pm, 
term time.

We off er fl exible start and fi nish times.

We are registered for children aged 2-5 years.

• Located in a purpose-built building for 
Early years

• Indoor and outdoor learning environments 

• Experienced professional and friendly staff 

• We work closely with families and Carers to 
support learning & development

• Approved to off er 15 and 30 hours EYE 
funding and 2 year funding

Charity No: 801230

Church road, Swanmore SO32 2PA

www.swanmorepreschool.org.uk

To fi nd out more please email:

sarah.hiscock@swanmorepreschool.org.uk

or contact us on

01489-893779 or 07958 436396
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To advertise in the 
Swanmore Magazine contact

John Austin on 
01489 893409
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 Design

 Artwork

 Stationery

 Leafl ets

 Flyers

 Brochures

 Booklets

 Newsletters

 Labels

 Postcards

 Folders

 Posters

 Banners

 Vinyl

 Exhibition
 Displays

Tel: 01489 892344 • Email: sales@solentdesignstudio.com
www.solentdesignstudio.com

◆ Professional & comprehensive service

◆ Stringent dust control methods observed

◆ No mess guarantee

◆ Bird guards & weather cowls fi tted

◆ Wood stoves & multi-fuel stoves serviced

◆ Flue inspection & airfl ow testing

◆ Calls taken seven days a week

Tel: 01962 734029

Mobile: 07721 458067

Planning work
Bricklaying. Digger Hire.
Civil Engineering. Drainage.
UPVC Windows & Doors. Fencing.
Plastic Fascia & Soffi t. Plastering.
Concrete.  Driveways.
Loft Conversion.  Plumbing.
Roofi ng Pitch & Flat. Garages.
Painting.   Carpentry.
Conservatories.  Electrics.

For Free Estimates please phone
Rob

01489 - 891801
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Your Complete Building CompanyYour Complete Building Company
A FINE FAMILY TRADITION OF
QUALITY CRAFTSMANSHIP
FREE QUOTATIONS & EXPERT ADVICE
FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING REQUIREMENTS
FOR THE BEST IN RELIABILITY,
CUSTOMER CARE & ATTENTION TO DETAIL

07966 222778
mrcbldco@yahoo.co.uk
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St.Barnabas Church Swanmore would like to invite
you to the following services and events

www.stbarnabas.org.uk

More details will be available on our church website 

6th October
10am Harvest Festival - All-Age Communion. Please bring along any non-perishable produce 
to support our local food banks.

20th October 
10am Café Church - All-Age Family worship over breakfast.

26th October
4-6pm The Light Party - Gods Creation FREE entry - ages 3-10 years music, games & craft 
Tickets can be booked via email and children must be accompanied by an adult.

17th November
10am Café Church - All-Age Family worship over breakfast.

1st December 
10am Toy Service - supporting the Robert Centre Portsmouth. Please bring along a new or 
good quality second hand toy and have your photo taken with Robert the Bear.

14th December
2-5pm Children's Film Show  
Enjoy a Christmas film with pop corn and a light tea.

15th December
10am Christingle Craft - Come along and make your very 
own Christingle and a Christmas card.

24th December
5pm Crib Service - Come along dressed as your 
favourite nativity character and take part in the 
telling of the Christmas story.    

Charity No.1128899




