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The Swanmore Link

The Swanmore Link — which is free of charge to
all residents — can be collected from The Link
(between the church and the Paterson Centre)
whenever it is open, generally between 9am and
5pm each day.

If you are housebound or disabled and
unable to collect your magazine then please
contact Sue de Vere who can arrange delivery.

The magazine can also be posted to you at a
cost of £15 p.a. to cover postage. To arrange
payment please contact
treasurer@stbarnabas.org.uk.

The magazine can also be read online at the
St Barnabas website (https://stbarnabas.org.uk/
information-hub). Please contact the Parish
Office (office@stbarnabas.org.uk) if you would
like to be alerted by email when the online
version is available.




From St Barnabas’ Church

Being at home

Did you know that there is probably a suitable hymn for
every job or profession?

Here are a few:

4 The Weatherman's Hymn — “There Shall Be Showers
Of Blessings”.

4 The Contractor's Hymn — “The Church's One
Foundation”.

4 The Tailor's Hymn — “Holy, Holy, Holy”.

4 The Golfer's Hymn — “There Is A Green Hill Far
Away”.

4 The Politician's Hymn — “Standing On The
Promises”.

4 Inland Revenue Hymn — “I Surrender All".

4 The Dentist's Hymn — “Crown Him with Many
Crowns”.

But seriously, most people have a favourite hymn, or
at least one that causes a catch in the throat when they
hear it.

A special one for me is “The King of Love my
Shepherd is”. When | was about four years old, | was at
my gran’s house in Wickham. She had a picture of a
man in a long simple robe and a warm, welcoming face,
coming out of a thorny ticket, with a sheep laid across
his shoulders and a stick with a sort of “C” shape at the
top. “Who dat?” | (apparently) asked. “That is Jesus —
he is the good shepherd” came my gran’s answer, and
she began to sing “The King of Love my Shepherd is”. It
is, as you may know, based on the beautiful words of t
Psalm 23 from the Old Testament.

As she sang | was enchanted, transfixed. Looking
back, I firmly believe my heart was touched in a
permanent way. It changed me for ever. In her singing, |
think | met the Good Shepherd, and my understanding
of the Christian Faith was shaped and anchored. The
sentiments of the hymn underpin my Christian

We encourage everybody to pray for the
people of Ukraine, Gaza and Israel. For
those who have power to work for peace,
for those made homeless in the conflicts
and for all those who are suffering,
grieving

and living
in fear.

- B Ry

understanding and
have, | think,
underpinned my
ministry as a priest.

| feel a deep
stirring of emotion
whenever | hear the
hymn, and — for me —
the words say
everything about the
Christian Faith that is
important or needs to
be said.

...whose goodness
faileth never.
...I nothing lack if I am his.
...in death’s dark veil | fear noill.
...thou spreadst a table in my sight.
...perverse and foolish, oft |
strayed
But the line that has stuck with me most is
...On his shoulder gently laid and home rejoicing
brought me.

Partly because that was what was in the picture at
my gran’s, but mostly because a fundamental and
precious gift that all human beings need and covet is “to
come home”, “to feel at home”.

When we feel “at home” — not just in terms of where
we live, but in our daily lives, relationships, emotions
and so on — we feel we are who we are meant to be
and where we are meant to be. Nothing is more
important.

If we don't feel at home, if we are isolated, rejected
or afraid, then any kindness and support that helps lead
us towards feeling “at home” will be what we need the
most. On the news we see people across the world who
have lost their homes and that touches a very deep
nerve, because it is a terrible experience for anyone.
Many conflicts, not least the one involving Israel and
Gaza, are about what or where is “home”.

Christian faith, Christian love, and truly Christian
behaviour, service and ministry are about sharing and
experiencing God's greatest gift — being “at home”.

| discovered this profound truth — not from a sermon
or a book, or even from the bible — but from a simple,
slightly tacky picture...and my gran’s singing of a hymn.

Revd Andy Davis

With love,

The Revd Andy Davis

07709 919602
vicar@stbarnabas.org.uk
revd.andydavis@gmail.com
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From St Barnabas’ Church

Sunday 2nd June
Corpus Christi

8am Holy Communion
10am Holy Communion

Sunday 9th June

St Barnabas (Patronal
Festival)

No 8am

10am Holy Communion

Sunday 16th June

Third Sunday after Trinity
8am Holy Communion
10am Cafée Church

Sunday 23rd June

Fourth Sunday after Trinity
No 8am

10am Holy Communion

Sunday 30th June

Fifth Sunday after Trinity
8am Holy Communion
10am Holy Communion

Services in June & July

Sunday 7th July

Sixth Sunday after Trinity
8am Holy Communion
10am Holy Communion

Sunday 14th July

Seventh Sunday after Trinity
No 8am

10am Holy Communion

Sunday 21st July

Eighth Sunday after Trinity
8am Holy Communion
10am Café Church

Sunday 28th July

Ninth Sunday after Trinity
No 8am

10am Holy Communion

War memorial refurbishment

Funding target
achieved

Thanks to some generous donations
Gary McCulloch has reached his
funding target of £2,500 for restoring
the village war memorial.

Repairs to the ironwork are
underway and the area will soon be
partially paved. Gary, helped by Paul
Eathorne, spent a busy morning
scrubbing the memorial to remove an
amazing amount of accumulated
grime. A service of rededication is
planned once the repair work is
complete.

Study Day at St Barnabas

Women iIn the Bible

During the study day on Saturday 20th
July we shall be thinking about
insignificant women, foreigners,
prostitutes, widows and hospitable
women to name but a few.

Normally, I would run such a
session for free and you can still come
for free. However, | am hoping that
every participant will feel able to offer
a minimum donation of £15, all of
which will go towards CoppaFeel!.

Our youngest daughter-in-law Liz
(pictured right when completing her
treatment) had breast cancer last year
— after three ectopic pregnancies and
four rounds of IVF. Treatment was
successful and she has a beautiful
daughter, and wants to help others.

She writes: “| am one of the lucky
individuals taking on the charity trek to
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the Indian Himalayas this November
in aid of CoppaFeel!

CoppaFeel! is the first UK breast
cancer charity
to create
awareness
amongst
young people,
to instil new
healthy
behaviour that
could one day
save a life. Itis
on a mission
to ensure
breast cancer
is diagnosed
early and
correctly by
checking their

boobs regularly.

It wants to educate people on the
signs and symptoms of breast cancer,
encourage them to get to know what
is normal for them and empower
young people to have the confidence
to see a doctor if they notice anything
that isn't right for them.”

Donations can be made via Liz's
JustGiving page at https://
www.justgiving.com/page/liz-
whitehead-1706898429012

To ensure we have enough tables
and coffee, you need to book a place
either by emailing me at
hazelwhitehead54@gmail.com, texting
me on 07824 556043, leaving a
message on 01489 895327 or putting
a note in the post box in the Link at St
Barnabas (behind the first door on the
right!). Further details will be sent later.
Do come and join us.

Hazel Whitehead

Photograph by Berty Ferrone



Church news

Methodist Church

St Barnabas social events

Open gardens, films and fun

By the time you read this you will have
had a great evening out listening to
the Swanmore Wind Band with Emily
Sandoval on vocals, or you will have
missed a super concert. Don't despair,
we have other events in coming
months to entertain you, including:
6th—7th July Swanmore Open
Gardens:The gardens are
recovering rapidly from the beating
they took this winter and early
spring. So we are looking forward to
a brilliant event with ten or twelve
gardens including up to four new
ones. As usual there will be plenty of
cake to enjoy and once again the
Meon Valley Lions minibus will be
available to save your legs and avoid
congestion in and around the
village.Ticket prices unchanged at
£6, under 15s free.
9th July The Nostalgic Film Club:
The brilliant Singing in the Rain will
be shown at our inaugural meeting.
Subsequent meetings will be held on
the second Tuesday of the month
(i.e. 13th August, 10th September
and so on). At the first meeting you
will have the opportunity to vote for
your favourite films to be shown
during the rest of 2024. Cost for the
first meeting is £1 and tea/coffee will
be available beforehand. The
timetable is:

From the registers

Funerals

17th April — Philip Gomer

26th April — Brenda Smith

4th May — John White (in
Winchester)

1.45pm-2.15pm Arrival, tea/coffee

2.15pm-3.15pm Film part 1

3.15pm-3.30pm Interval
3.30pm—4.30pm Film part 2
The Meon Valley Lions have made
their minibus available to support this
event so you may be able to get a lift
to and from the Paterson Centre.
If you want to be considered for
free transport on the minibus you
must let me know no later than 30th
June, preferably via e-mail to
jsharpe2016@hotmail.com or via
01489 892750.
21st July Teddy Bears’ Picnic: This
event was a huge success last year
and we are sure it will be equally
good this year.

15th September Oh Heck: Yes it's
back by popular request, with the
same format and cost despite the
effect of inflation on the fish & chips.
If you have not played before, give it
a go, it is a really fun evening. Bring
your own drinks.

12th October Beer and Hymns:
Another super sing-along evening
with real ale, wine and soft drinks, a
delicious ploughman’s supper and
dessert.

John Sharpe

Churchyard
Keeping it tidy

The church strimming team has been
hard at work clearing up the
churchyard. More help is always
appreciated!

John Austin and Mike Gibson restoring
a path. Photograph by Peter Fellows

From the Minister

Welcoming
familiar
memories

| recently spent
a few days in
the Midlands,
visiting my
parents. Going
back to the
family home is
always special
to me: seeing
the familiar
sights of the
lounge bookcase bowing low under
the weight of bus and music books;
the display cabinet with my
grandparents’ brass and glassware
in it; the twin beds my sister and |
used to jump between while my dad
became a troll trying to catch us;
and the open fireplace that has
warmed nearly 50 happy
Christmases.

With the fond memories, there is
also a realisation that most of my
formative memories were made in
that house when my parents were
the same age that | am now, seeing
my children making formative
memories of their own.

The memories | have retained are
selected highlights from a lifetime of
joys, sorrows and all the bits in
between. As with all the
autobiographies lining the bookshop
shelves, we could never give a
complete account of a life, however
many volumes we might run to.

One of the most relatable parts of
the gospel accounts of Jesus'’ life
can be found at the end of John’s
gospel: "Jesus did many other things
as well. If every one of them were
written down, | suppose that even
the whole world would not have
enough room for the books that
would be written.”

Revd Phil Griffin
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From Swanmore Methodist Church

Swanmore Methodist Church
Chapel Road, Swanmore, SO32 2QB

Superintendent Minister: Revd Phil Griffin
Tel. 01329 833518
Email: rev_phil@outlook.com

Loving God

Loving our community

Making disciples for Jesus

Sunday Services in June and July
All services will commence at 10.30am unless otherwise noted.
There will be a warm welcome for all who wish to join us for these
services and please stay for tea and coffee afterwards

2nd June  Revd Tom Johns

9th June Revd Bob Kitching — Holy Communion

16th June Mark Chester

23rd June Kathy Elvy

30th June Peter Castle

7th July Liam Sheridan and Revd Phil Griffin — Holy Communion
14th July  Action for Children speaker

21st July  Revd Phil Griffin

28th July  Local arrangement — worship leader Jill Letts

In need of Prayer?

Place your prayer request in the post box on the wall
next to the Chapel entrance, add your contact details
if you would like a visit and we’ll be in touch, or visit
our website.

Thursday Fellowship

We hold a Fellowship meeting every Thursday
2.30pm — 3.30pm — an opportunity to meet with
fellow Christians for prayer, Bible reading and
discussion. Meetings are held in the Church and
everyone is welcome. If you would like more detalil,
please contact Jill Letts — 01489 896182; email —
jill.letts47@gmail.com

Coffee and Company

Weekly on Tuesdays at 10am to 12 noon.

Enjoy company, coffee, tea and biscuits/craft; if you
would like to bring knitting/sewing etc. or just come
along for a chat we will be pleased to see you.

Website: http://www.swanmoremethodistchurch.org.uk

TLC (Tuesday Ladies’ Club)

11th June — Tea at the Mountbatten Hospice Tea
Room.

9th July at 7.30pm — “The Beverley Babes”. Come
along and hear the story of the wartime
orphanage in Wickham.

Subs £3.00 per meeting. All ladies welcome.

Men’s Group

20th June at 7.30pm — to be confirmed

18th July at 7.30pm - to be confirmed

All are welcome and there will be light refreshments.
For further details contact Martin Letts on 01489
896182

Looking for somewhere to hold an event?

Our premises are now available for hire. Please visit
the “Use our venue” page on the church website for
details or email: swanmoremclettings@gmail.com

Find us on [}




Around the village

Swanmore Conservation Group

Letting light onto the pond

Having had the benefit of the hard
work over two visits of two local
students who operate a garden and
landscaping service, the pond is in a
better condition than it has been for
some years (pictured below) . The
“islands” of plants in the pond, made
up of reeds, marsh marigolds, irises
and water lilies, have been greatly
reduced to form separate areas once
again. A significant amount of silt and
leaf mould has also been removed
enabling us to see that the pond liner
is still in reasonably good shape.
Reducing the amount of silt and leaf
mould in the pond should allow water
to flow more freely through the pond
from the ditch in Green's Wood and
on into the ditch along the edge of
Broad Lane. Hopefully this will

mean the pond is more welcoming

to wildlife with clearer water.

This spring tree surgeons
appointed by the Parish Council
felled a lot of excess tree growth
and brambles from around the
pond, including many dead trees
and branches. This work was
completed in March and has
significantly opened up the area
around the pond, increasing the light
for wildlife and villagers alike.

Many local residents have
remarked favourably on the changes,
welcoming the greater visibility in the
pond area and the footpaths. In the
autumn we will look again at the
amount of silt in the pond to see if
more needs to be removed; the more
rain we have the more silt comes
along the ditch and into the pond and
there is little sign of the rain easing
any time soon. Meanwhile the goldfish
numbers are rising but we may have a
solution!

On the subject of rain and water,
there has been a big increase in the
amount of standing water in the two

meadows. What was once a small

Photograph by Peter Mason

ephemeral pond in the lower section of
the Upper Meadow has become an
extensive area of water full of reed-like
grasses and many areas of brambles
in this part of the meadow have had
their feet in water all winter.

One of our loyal band of work party
volunteers, Ben, has decided to
“retire” having been a regular and
valued attendee for over 10 years. We
have greatly appreciated his
commitment and extensive knowledge
of tree work. Ben has worked locally
with two other Conservation groups in
Hampshire and we are conscious that
they will miss his valued contribution
just as much as we will.

We would welcome more
volunteers especially now Ben has
“retired” so do spare us an hour or two

if you can. We

& second Saturday
@ of each month,

| weather

| permitting, at the
4 hut in the Upper
@ Meadow. Our

" includes a coffee
break at 11am.

Gill Sawyer
01489 894206

Shakespeare in the garden

As you like it — hopefully in the sun this year

The popular Villagers Open Air

Shakespeare Group will be performing

Shakespeare’s comedy “As You Like
It" in the garden of Hill Farm House in
Droxford Road, Swanmore on 27th
July starting at 7.30pm with doors
open at 6.15pm.

All proceeds will again go towards
much-needed equipment for the Neo
Natal Intensive Care Unit at Queen
Alexandra Hospital. Last year’s event
financed sleep apnoea equipment for
the unit — in spite of the heavens
opening during the performance, in
true tradition, the show went on.

Tickets are still only £12 for adults
and £6 for children under-16. As in
previous years, park nearby and bring
your own picnic, drinks and chairs.

Come and enjoy great entertainment

in an outdoor setting but don't forget to
bring warm clothes for the second half.

Contact Jenny (07803 299973) for

tickets and further details.
Mike Maunder

Below: Happy ending to a previous



Around the village

Swanmore Pre-school

Getting school-ready

Swanmore Pre-school children have
been busy exploring the pond,
watching the tadpoles grow and
learning about caterpillars and
butterflies while watching them change
in the safety of their net house.

As we approach the summer we
have been enjoying some warmer
weather, paddling our feet and
painting outside. We have been
learning how to be school-ready for
those going off to school by learning
how to be independent with dressing,
opening packets and blowing our
noses all by ourselves.

Miss Ellis will be going on
maternity leave in September and
Miss Jenkins will be moving on to
complete her teaching degree at
university.

We are currently looking to recruit
another staff member to join our
amazing team.

For more details please contact
sarah.hiscock@swanmorepreschool.org.uk
Sarah Hiscock

SWaCsS

Sustainable shopping
and cycle-checks

This month we are focusing on World
Refills day on June 16th. What, if
anything, do you refill? Is it easy to
do? Is it cost effective?

Some of the Sustainable Waltham
Chase and Swanmore team have
been out and about in the local shops
of Bishop’s Waltham and Wickham, as
well as our own village stores and
cafes, to find out what and where you
can refill cups and bottles, as well as
asking what other steps our local
businesses take to reduce their impact
on the planet.

The results can be found on our
new website www.swacs.co.uk. Let us
know if there is anything we have
missed or if you'd like to share how
your organisation is taking steps to
minimise its carbon footprint.

We are building up a local
resources area which we hope will be
useful and you can contact us through
the site to let us know what you think,
get involved or if you have any ideas.

The thermal imaging camera (TIC)
has been tucked up for the summer
and the team have been finishing off
the final reports for some of the 25

surveys that were carried out.

Bishop’s Waltham Eco Fair was a
chance to demo the TIC on a big
screen and talk with visitors as they
appeared in day-glo colours on the TV
opposite. We had our final sign-ups for
the season and over the summer we
will be in touch to find out what —if any
— changes people have made to their
homes as a result.

A big thank you to all those who
took up the offer of a TIC survey; we
will be loaning the camera out again in
the autumn.

The free cycle-check session that
SWacCS organised at the end of March
with the Meon Valley Repair Cafe was
fully booked and off the back of its
success we hope to repeat the event
again soon.

A guided seven-mile cycle ride for
women took place on 11th May around
Swanmore, Shirrell Heath, Shedfield
and Waltham Chase and the British
Cycling ride leaders may now organise
similar events in this area for the
future — we will publicise them when
they do.

Kim Blakeway

Swanmore Scouts
Come and help us!

Swanmore Cub Pack is looking to

expand its volunteer team.

4 Are you over 18 and wanting new
experiences ?

4 Would you like to support our
youngsters in learning different

skills ? Or maybe you have a skill to

share?

4 Perhaps you want to add
something to your CV?

4 Volunteering is flexible. Give only
the time that suits you.

<4 Free training and support is offered.

No experience necessary.

We would love to hear from you if
you want to have fun working with
young people whilst giving something
back to our community.

Please help keep Scouting in
Swanmore. For more details email
julian.livingstone@btopenworld.com
or find us on Facebook.



Around the village

In memoriam

John White:
Swanmore’s
Mr Fix It

More than 100 people, together with
others online, joined John’s family at
Chesil House, Winchester to give
thanks and say farewell to the
amazing man that was John White.

John was an academic who wore
his doctorate so lightly, a designer, a
creator, a philosopher, and the most
practical man you could ever wish to
meet, whether it was mending a clock,
making sets and props for SADS,
fixing numerous problems in St
Barnabas or designing and pouring
concrete for the disabled access at
Barnaby's,as well as being the best
friend anyone could have.

Growing up with a sister and
brother, John’s practical skills were
evident from an early age as told by
his brother Anthony.

After marriage to his beloved Jan
and a work move to Somerset, he
befriended numerous people there,
keeping those friendships right to the
end his life, before a move to
Swanmore in 1972,

His first love was always his family.
With Jan, his daughters Emma and
Kate, who were his pride and joy, his
sons-in law who learnt so much from
him and his wonderful grandchildren,
life opened in yet another way, as he
became known as Swanmore’s Mr Fix
It. John joined numerous groups and
societies and was admired and
respected by all. His work at Plessey
was of national importance, again
underplayed with modesty.

Tributes were given by members of
several groups when we learnt even
more about John. During a montage of
photographs, we saw right across
John’s amazing life. Kate read a
beautiful poem, granddaughters Grace
and Charlotte reminisced of life with
Papa and Emma’s moving tribute to
her father brought many to tears.

John's life was a life lived well. We
will all miss him.

John White 11th March 1937-21st
March 2024.

4+ Emma Sacker and Kate Thompson
wish to thank the many friends and
villagers for the kind letters, cards
and messages of condolence they
have received following the death of
their father, John White. They were
enormously appreciated and of
great comfort at this sad time.

Anne Pearson

St George Foundation
Come to the
Garden Party

The St George Foundation Garden
Party this year will be held on
Saturday 22th June from 12.30pm to
4.30pm, as in previous years in the
grounds of Primrose Cottage,
Vicarage Lane and supported by
Wyches Vineyard. Once again there
will be a barbecue and cream teas,
along with music including The
Soberton Strummers, Silver Lining
and Marvin (guitarist), classic cars, fun
dog show, bouncy castle, tombola,
“Pete the ferrets”, games ,many stalls
and other attractions.

We will be celebrating twenty
years of helping and rescuing street
children, so do come and support the
work of the charity in Sierra Leone
where more 2,000 street children have
been rescued in this time.

Richard Green-Wilkinson

Annual Parish Meeting

Awarding good service

This year’s Community Award,
presented by Swanmore Parish
Council at the Annual Parish Meeting
on 16th April went to John and Jenny
Sharpe.

John and Jenny are staunch
supporters of all community events in
Swanmore, not least at St
Barnabas but also well
beyond. Their work with the
Lions, open gardens,
transport, social events, fund
raising — to name but a few —
means they are often out and
about working for the good of
the community. Neither of
them makes a fuss about
what they do and they are
always willing to lend a hand
anywhere.

The Community Project

Awards were given to Swanmore
Cygnets and Meon Valley Home Start.
Tracey Molloy

Below: John and Jenny Sharpe with
SPC chairman Jon Woodman at the
presentation.




Around the village

In Memoriam

Goodbye to Phillip Gomer —
“a Swanmore lad”

On 17th April, St Barnabas Church
was full as we celebrated the long life
of one of Swanmore’s lads. Phillip
Sidney Gomer was born in December
1931 in Spring Lane to Marion and
Harry Gomer, younger brother to
Godfrey and (later) older brother to
sister Gillian.

Family life growing up as a young
boy was tough; dad Harry was away at
sea for months at a time, so the boys
were primarily brought up by their
mum. As a child Phil attended
Swanmore School at the old school
house, now Barnaby’s coffee shop.

At just seven years old, at the start
of the Second World War, he
remembered waking up one morning
to find a platoon of American soldiers
who had silently arrived and camped
in the garden, bringing with them the
supply of much sought-after American
candy and of course nylons for mum.
Then after a few days they moved out
overnight as quickly and silently as
they arrived, leaving without a trace.

When Phil was nine years old the
family suffered the tragic loss of his
dad Harry who was a serving Royal
Marine Gunner on HMS Hood when
she was sunk by the Bismarck on 24th
May 1941. Harry’s name is on the
Swanmore War Memorial. It was quite
a moment when Phil, on his 90th
birthday, was taken to visit the Hood’s

ship’s bell now on display in
Portsmouth Dockyard.

Phil would often tell childhood
stories of having to get up at the crack
of dawn to go and herd the cows and
take them for milking with his
“Grandfer” and then delivering the milk
around the village in the urns with a
ladle before going to school. Then he
would have to “run like the clappers”
and was often in trouble for being late
to school; however, he was a good
student and even became Head Boy.
Having left school at 14, he was sent
out to work on the land.

His life was deeply embedded in
working and tending the land, looking
after animals and agriculture. In his
free time, his teenage years were full
of bike rides to see both Portsmouth
and Southampton play football, going
to the local picture house, and to
watch the local speedway events,
enjoying the friendship of a close
group of friends most of whom he
remained in touch with all his life. In
1956 he married and moved to
Soberton where his daughters Josie
and Lynda were born.

In 1961 the family made a life-
changing decision and emigrated to
Canada. Phil loved his life in Toronto,
getting a job in McCulloch’s chainsaw
factory. The family made a wonderful
group of friends and enjoyed summer

Phil Gomer 1931-2024.

corn roast parties, trips to Niagara
Falls, ice-hockey matches and “drive-
in” movies.

Phil developed a love of country
music, ten-pin bowling (for which he
collected lots of trophies) and big
American cars. While in Canada,
Phil's youngest daughter Mandy was
born and 18 months later the family
returned to Swanmore and settled in
Spring Lane where he built his forever
home, Whyte Clovers, and walked
Josie and Lynda down the aisle at
their weddings in St Barnabas Church.

Lorry driving was very much part of
Phil’s life, working initially for James
Duke & Son, hauling grain, then later
for Borden’s working long distance
delivering to companies around the
London and Kent area. The Bordon’s
lorry with Phil at the wheel was a
regular sight at the village carnivals,
often transporting the Brownies or the
Spring Lane residents and friends. In
the latter years he drove lorries again,
this time for Watson’s dairies.

In 1980, Phil met and married
Molly, and Molly and her teenage son
Simon moved to Whyte Clovers. Phil
adopted Simon as his own and as
soon as Simon was 18 he changed his
name to show his love and respect for
his dad by carrying on the Gomer
family name. Just five years later,

Phil’s signature hat and cowboy
boots on display at his funeral.
Photograph by Berty Ferrone.



Around the village

News from Swanmore Parish Council ,

Mandy and Simon were married in St
Barnabas and Phil finally walked his
youngest daughter down the aisle.

Phil's love of all things nature
continued, building an aviary to look
after finches and canaries, rescuing a
partridge and nursing it back to health,
taking on a noisy and cheeky parrot.
He loved his fish too, looking after his
prized koi carp, not without incident.
Phil was not a water lover, never
learned to swim and on occasions
when the pond needed maintenance,
he would lay a plank precariously
across the pond and Molly would have
to stand on one end to keep it steady,
so Phil could gingerly crawl to the
middle. On one occasion Molly was
keeping the plank balanced when she
became distracted by some weeds
growing nearby. She stepped off the
plank to hear an almighty splash and
turned to see Phil flailing around in the
pond, quickly reaching down to offer
her hand, she soon found herself sat
waist deep alongside Phil in the
smelliest water! On another occasion
Phil had found one of his koi floating in
the pond; he managed to catch it, and
proceeded to give it the kiss of life — it
worked, the fish lived for years!

Phil's love of working on the land
continued and once he “retired” he
found himself lots of little gardening
jobs to keep him busy. Remembrance
Day was always an important time for
Phil, taking the time to remember his
dad and share his memories. For
many years he dedicated some of his
time to keeping the village war
memorial tended, chatting to people
who passed by, and passing on his
stories of the village.

The last couple of years were hard
for Phil, his mobility suffering due to
his worn-out knees, his memories
sadly fading. Losing his brother
Godfrey during covid was tough, but
life moved on and he loved having the
family close, with Molly, three
daughters, a son, six grandchildren
and nine great grandchildren to look
after him. He died at home in Whyte
Clovers, just a few feet away from the
house in which he had been born —
not many can make that claim.

Jill Phipps

Annual Report

Chairman’s Report

This year, Councillor Gautier stepped
down from the Council and we
welcomed Michela ladrola, giving a full
guota of ten councillors. Councillor
Pete Ansty was voted in as Vice-
Chairman, and the Council officers
remain unchanged with Tracey Molloy
as the Council's Executive Officer, and
Carol McFarland and Kate Chesters
supporting as Responsible Finance
Officer and Deputy Executive Officer.

The Council continues to face
many of the same challenges as last
year. Rate increases continue across
our utilities, contractors, and suppliers,
as well as an increase in the amount
of general maintenance we’ve had to
do, through wear and tear, poor
weather conditions and vandalism.

Therefore, our focus this year has
been on getting better value from our
budget. One area where we have
achieved this beyond expectations is
the employment of our own parish
maintenance officer. Paul Eathorne
joined the team in the July, hit the
ground running and has yet to stop.
The jobs we would have to pay
contractors to do at a significant cost
are being done by Paul for the cost of
material and his time, and arguably to
a better standard.

We also took the opportunity to
expand our Community Safety Team,
with Gary McCulloch our Accredited
Community Safety Officer being joined
by Sarah McCulloch. Sarah works
across Swanmore and Whiteley,
bringing an abundance of community
knowledge from her 17-year career
with the police. These roles are
invaluable within our village and
surrounding areas, and we are certain
about the positive behaviours and
support they bring to the community.

This year we will continue to focus
on how we can plan for the future and
support the village, whether this is
investing in the village hall, looking at
ways we can fill some of the gaps
which Hampshire County Council’'s
reduction in future services will create

Parish Council Office
Tracey Molloy
Executive Officer
Hollythorns House, New Road
Swanmore, SO32 2NW

Tel: 01489 890651

Email: clerk@swanmorepc.org.uk
Web: www.swanmorepc.org.uk

PUBLIC OPENING TIMES
WEEKDAYS 10am-2pm

Please contact us by email, letter or
phone, or visit us at the office.

or looking at opportunities to create
income to offset some of our
expenditure.

There are many volunteers in
Swanmore who all play a part in
making our parish a better place.
Whether that’s our Conservation
Group, village litter pickers, the team
at Barnaby'’s keeping us stocked up
with hot drinks and cakes or one of the
many community groups supporting
our residents young and old. We put
money aside every year to support
these groups, so please do get in
touch if you need financial assistance
it is just as important to us as a
Council.

Jon Woodman

Planning and Highways

Committee

Committee Members: Councillor David
Newberry (Chair), Councillor Jon
Woodman (Vice-Chair), Councillor
Penny Clive, Councillor Richard Ladd-
Jones, Councillor Steve Johnston

The Planning and Highways
Committee meets ten times a year and
is kept busy with a range of
responsibilities including: commenting
on planning applications; highways
maintenance — in conjunction with
Winchester and Hampshire Councils;
road safety; footways; street lighting;
and street environment.

Planning

4+We continue to ensure that
Swanmore’s voice is heard within
Winchester City Council’s Local Plan
process and the South Downs
National Park Planning Authority’s »
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News from Swanmore Parish Council

review of their Local Plan.

4+Winchester City Council is aiming to
publish the final version of its Local
Plan this summer, and then submit
this to the Planning Inspectorate in
the autumn. Unless the position
changes in this final version,
Swanmore’s housing allocation will
be met by the houses being built on
The Lakes with no further housing
developments for Swanmore in the
Local Plan.

4+We are still waiting for the SDNP to
publish its list of potential
development sites so that we can
see if any of these are in Swanmore.
The latest update is that this
document will be published in “late
spring/summer”.

4+We believe we have a responsibility
to protect the village from significant
housing developments. The Local
Plan process dictates to a certain
extent our responsibilities; however,
we will continue to challenge
process and outcomes with both the
Winchester and South Downs
National Park planning authorities.
We also encourage developers,
planners and residents to engage
with us early in their planning
processes, so that we can try to
positively influence developments in
the village.

4+The Committee reviews all planning
applications in the parish. While we
may support planning applications or
oppose them, we have no delegated
powers from Winchester City Council

Improvements to the Spring Vale
junction made during the year.

)

Ri
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or South Downs National Park to
grant permission, therefore our
views carry no more or less weight
that any other comments.

Highways

Road safety continues to be a top
priority for the Planning and Highways
Committee. Over the last year we
have:

4+Purchased a third smiley face Speed

Indicator Device and completed

speed surveys at all SID locations to

assess the efficacy of the SIDs. We
have reviewed the frequency of the

deployments at certain locations and
added two new locations. Swanmore

has one of the most comprehensive
speed sign programmes in
Hampshire. We now have three
SIDs which rotate around twelve
locations in the village.

4+Worked with Hampshire County
Council to influence the installation
of mains-powered vehicle-activated
warning signs on the Bishop’s Wood

Road approach to Gravel Hill and on
Gravel Hill itself. Unfortunately a sign

could not be put on Forest Road for
technical reasons; however, the
majority of accidents at this problem

junction are cars not stopping on the

Bishop’s Wood Road side, so we
hope the signs will go towards
making the junction safer.
4+Worked with Hampshire County
Council to make access
improvements around the village
using funding from developer
contributions. The following road

improvements have been completed

over the last year:

» Improvements to the Spring Vale
junction.

» Two sets of build outs on New
Road

» Footway improvements at the
Mislingford Road/Chapel Road
junction including a new footway
to The Rising Sun pub.

4+Completed a successful trial of the

AutoSpeedWatch device on New
Road. The device is now installed on
Swanmore Road, another of the
village's speeding hotspots.

* On New Road, the device
captured on average 85 vehicles
per day going over 35 mph. The
highest recorded speed was
69mph and the most persistent
offender was captured speeding
23 times in a five-week period
with a maximum recorded speed
of 47mph.

We shared the data with local
police, which enabled them to do
targeted speed enforcement. We
were able to let local bus
companies know of potential
speeding issues with their drivers.
We are talking to Hampshire
Constabulary about how we can
best use the data gathered going
forwards and, in the meantime,
believe that the device and its
warning sign act as a deterrent to
speeders.

4+We are working with a company

called Believ to install a combination
of rapid and fast electric vehicle
chargers around the village.
Currently we have plans for one
rapid and one fast charger at the
New Road Skate Park car park, with
the possibility of further chargers in
the village centre and village hall car
parks. Believ will own the chargers
and be responsible for their
maintenance and upkeep; they will
pay us a ground rent to use our
parking bays. This means the
Council is supporting the use of
carbon neutral cars at no cost or risk
to the Council. The chargers can be
updated as technology improves,
again at no cost to the Council.



News from Swanmore Parish Council

Some of the repair jobs that our new
Maintenance Support Officer, Paul,
has completed during the year.

4Our new Maintenance Support
Officer has smartened up the
appearance of the village centre by
cleaning the village entrance gates,
bike shelter and play equipment and
repainting our bus shelters. Paul has
also cleared overgrown vegetation
from stretches of pavement on
Gravel Hill, Swanmore Road and
Mislingford Road to make these
safer for pedestrians.

Looking ahead

In the 2024/25 financial year we will
continue to represent the views of
Swanmore residents within both
Winchester City Council’s Local Plan
process and the South Downs
National Park Planning Authority’s
review of their Local Plan.

We have secured a grant from
Winchester to install village
information QR posts. Residents and
visitors will be able to scan the QR
codes to read about the history of a
street name or building of historical
note.

We will investigate whether village
entrance gates can be installed on
Droxford Road and/ or whether other
traffic calming measures could be
installed.

Open Spaces and Amenities

Committee
Committee Members: Councillor Chris
Newhouse (Chair), Councillor Simon
Campbell-Gurry (Vice-Chair)
Councillor Pete Ansty, Councillor Andy
Rankine, Councillor Michela ladrola
The Swanmore Parish Open Spaces
and Amenities (OS&A) Committee
meets ten times a year and is
responsible for supporting the quality
of life within Swanmore parish by
maintaining and developing key
recreation facilities and amenities such
as:
4+Sports facilities: football pitches,
Multi Use Games Area (MUGA),
Pump track, skate park and running
tracks.
4+Recreational facilities: play
equipment, play areas, open spaces
and meadows and Green’s Wood.
4+Allotments.
4+Local amenities: public toilets, car
parks, benches, litter/dog bins, and
some village sighage.
4+Rights of Way paths in conjunction
with Hampshire County Council.
4+The environment: tree maintenance,
tree and habitat surveys, hedges
and ditches, gates and fences,
ponds and footpaths and all other
environmental issues.
Every year the OS&A committee is
busy with plenty of ongoing

SPC Meeting Dates

Council meetings are open to the

public and are held in the Parish

Office, usually starting at 7pm

11th June- Planning and Highways
Committee

18th June— Open Spaces and
Amenities Committee

25th June — Full Council

9th July — Planning and Highways
Committee

16th July— Open Spaces and
Amenities Committee

23rd July— Finance Committee

Please contact the Parish Office if

you would like more information.

maintenance to ensure that all Parish
facilities are safe and well-
maintained;however, this year has
been a challenging one. Poor weather
has caused the deterioration of
equipment and facilities faster, items
are getting older, and wear and tear
more obvious.

The new Maintenance Support
Officer role really has been put to the
test. Not a week goes by where there
isn't a pending “to do list”, which sees
Paul fixing fences and gates, filling
potholes, patching play equipment,
fixing doors, unblocking toilets....the
list goes on.

Vandalism has been an issue this
year; both our public toilets have been
vandalised on multiple occasions.
While something like filling a toilet with
paper towels may seem insignificant,
due to our old failing drainage pipes at
the Pavilion we have had to replace
the foul drain system. At New Road
Playing Field, the damage has been
more significant and results in deep
cleans, replacement equipment and
patching damages. It is not the
Council’s intention to close the toilets,
which are welcomed and respected by
the majority of residents and visitors,
but it does mean we have to budget
for repairs and clean ups. Our
Community Safety Officers work hard
to deter the behaviour, but it won’t go
away completely.

The maintenance of our trees »
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News from Swanmore Parish Council

New toddler swings at Broad Lane

Recreation Ground.

has also been significant this year with
a considerable amount of works
required in Green’s Wood due to
diseased trees. This work is ongoing
over the next few months.

On a more positive note, we have
replaced the toddler swings at the
Recreation Ground on Broad Lane as
well as replaced the old benches with
commemorative Coronation Benches.
Our Grounds Maintenance Contractor,
Shawyers, is into its second year with
the Council and doing a great job of
keeping on top of the schedule of
works, even when battling the wet
weather conditions.

The OS&A Committee is
responsible for working with and
supporting the Conservation Group.
The Conservation Group manages the
pond area, along with the meadows
and woods, and gives a lot of
volunteer hours to maintaining these
open spaces. A significant project this
year was opening-up and improving
the pond area. The work here has
made such a difference, and we look
forward to seeing what new wildlife the
improvements encourage.

Looking ahead

Following feedback from residents, we
will be installing seating at the Pump
Track soon. The condition of our
sports pitches has been poor over the
winter. Shawyers will be completing
routine maintenance over the summer;
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however we are also looking at grant
funding for some more substantial
drainage work.

Some play equipment at the
Recreation Ground needs replacing,
including the very popular triple slide
unit. We will be seeking residents’
opinions before we commit to buying
anything.

CCTV at New Road Playing Field is
being upgraded. Improved night-time
recording will allow the Council to
follow up vandalism and protect our
facilities from the minority of
disrespectful users.

The Council were successful in a
CIL funding bid, to support the
allotments. The car park has already
been resurfaced and the remaining
money will be going towards fencing,
creating new plots and potentially
getting a composting toilet onsite.

West Hoe Cemetery
Committee Members: Councillor
Penny Clive, Councillor Andy Rankine,
Councillor Jon Woodman, Councillor
Andy Webb (Bishop’s Waltham),
Councillor Judy Marsh (Bishop’s
Waltham), Councillor Kris Ford
(Bishop’s Waltham)
This year Chairmanship of the
Committee switched from Bishop’s
Waltham Parish Council to Swanmore
Parish Council with Cllr Penny Clive
elected Chairman and Clir Andy
Webb, Vice Chairman.

Work continues on restoring the
various ornamental beds at the

cemetery led by groundsman Peter
Wall, often aided by individuals on
Community Payback, while other
members of Bishop’s Waltham ground
staff have also helped with mowing
and other tasks. Many thanks to all of
them for maintaining the cemetery in
such excellent condition despite
adverse weather conditions.

The new Cremation Area is being
prepared and will be ready for use
when the original section is full:
probably in late 2024 or early 2025.
Clearing the extensive spoil bund has
helped extend the capacity of Area C,
currently in use for interments. Repairs
are underway to the Pet Cemetery
fencing, while hedging at the
Wildflower Meadow, which provides a
less formal space for the interment of
cremation ashes, will shortly be
completed. There are still problems
with the lych gate and further repairs
are needed to replace rotting posts.

It has not been an easy year for the
Committee due to a family dispute
concerning a recent interment that has
seen an approved and correctly
installed headstone stolen and illegally
replaced with another, which
significantly breaches cemetery
regulations. This has caused much
distress, not only for the grave owner
and many visitors to the cemetery, but
also to Parish Council staff who have
suffered abusive and intimidating
telephone calls. The Committee
continues to negotiate with the family
concerned and hopes for resolution
and restoration of a compliant
headstone in the near future, while
continuing to maintain its duty of care

to Parish Council staff.

The lych gate at West Hoe cemetery
needs further repairs.



Around the village

Swanmore Society

Portsmouth revisited and
an enjoyable excursion

In April we once again enjoyed an
entertaining evening in the company of
Andrew Negus, learning a great deal
more about the history of his
birthplace, Portsmouth. This time he
covered the years from 1920 to 1950,
a period that saw significant hardship
as well as glory for the city.

Given Portsmouth’s huge dockyard
and naval base — both a vital, strategic
asset for the UK and a huge target for
its enemies — the Second World War
dominated the account. Andrew took
us through the pre-war preparations,
including the construction of massively
reinforced underground tanks and pipe
networks to store fuel oil for the ships,
an entire emergency sewage pumping
station, and offshore anti-submarine
defences. We learnt about the
extensive tunnel network dug into
Portsdown Hill, providing a well-
furnished air raid shelter for thousands
of people. The Blitz was savage over
Portsmouth, with 67 raids and 970
lives lost, but the total would have
been higher without those tunnels.

Portsmouth made a special
contribution towards eventual victory,
which we will hear more about in June
(see below). However, the city did also
enjoy glory as the underdog winners of
the FA Cup in 1939 — and became the
longest holders of the trophy as a

Portsmouth’s Guildhall after the
devasting bombing on 10th January
1941.

result. According to Andrew, the cup
had rather an adventurous time during
its sojourn in Pompey. It survived the
direct hit on the Guildhall in January
1941, safe in the vault, and had a
second narrow escape when its next
home was bombed as it was on a
“night out” raising funds for Spitfires.

The Society has not organised
visits for a long time but 13 members
visited Hinton Ampner on 15th April at
the invitation of Mike Easton, who is a
volunteer archaeologist there. Mike
gave a very interesting talk on the
history of the site and its owners. Like
most of Hampshire, the area has been
inhabited for thousands of years and
there are sites on the estate that are
worth excavating. The original Tudor
mansion was built in the 1540s and
was sited west of the church. It was
demolished when the existing house
was built.

The house on the present site is
Georgian but was altered in the
Victorian era and again by Ralph
Dutton in the 1930s. In 1960, there
was a disastrous fire that almost
gutted the house but it was rebuilt and
completed in 1963. Ralph Dutton also
designed and laid out a series of
tranquil garden “rooms”, each with
their own distinctive identity. It is
widely acknowledged as a

Hinton Ampner Church.

masterpiece of twentieth-century
garden design.

At our meeting on 12th June, Jeff
Ballard’s talk will commemorate the
80th anniversary of D-Day and the
ensuing Battle of Normandy. On 6th
June 1944, the armada of Allied forces
sailed, mainly from local ports, in the
largest amphibious military operation
ever undertaken. Backed up by
associated airborne operations, their
mission was to land simultaneously
along a 50-mile stretch of the
Normandy coast, establish
beachheads and then initiate the
campaign to expel the Germans from
Northern France.

Jeff’'s presentation will examine the
lead-up to D-Day, with the detailed
planning involved, and then discuss
the numerous engagements that
followed and led to the rapid
withdrawal of the Germans. The talk
will start at 8pm in the Paterson
Centre. Visitors, as always, will be
welcome; we ask for a donation of £4
to help defray costs.

There is no speaker meeting in
July as the Society is experimenting
this year with a summer social for
members and their guests. This will be
held on 10th July at The Rising Sun
and will take the form of an informal
buffet in the marquee. Members will
receive more information via email
from David Street. Let’'s hope for a
lovely, summery evening.

Caroline Clapperton (01489 891447)
and David Street (01489 896331)
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From the archives

Swanmore’s pubs

In the 1900s Swanmore boasted five pubs serving its
population of around 900, today with more than 3,000
residents the number is significantly reduced...

now there are three

In the early years of the twentieth
century Swanmore residents seeking
to quench their thirst were spoilt for
choice. There were The Black Boy and
The New Inn on Chapel Road, Hill
Pound boasted The Hunters Inn and
The Rising Sun while on Church Road
there was The Bricklayer’'s Arms.

Five pubs for a total population of
around 900 may seem excessive — but
there was no piped water in the village
with residents relying on water from
wells and ponds, which was potentially
of dubious quality, a pint of beer was,
presumably, regarded as rather safer
tipple on a hot day.

The Rising Sun, which is Grade Il
listed, dates from the seventeenth
century, when it began life as a
coaching inn on the London to
Gosport coaching road. It was said
that if you stayed on the road and
turned neither left nor right you would
eventually reach London.

In the seventeenth century much of
our local area was in the Bere Forest,
which by then had become notorious
for highwaymen. So great was the risk
that in 1662 Samual Pepys, then
secretary to the Navy Board, recorded
hiring “...a countryman to guide us to

The Hill Pound Inn on Milner’s 1791
map —what is now Cott Street is
called Cock Street.
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Havant to avoid going through the
Forest”.

A century later things were rather
safer and on Thomas Milner’s 1791
map The Rising Sun is marked as Hill
Pound Inn. By then regular coaches
from Gosport passed the Droxford
turnpike at 11.30am four days a week,
with a second coach arriving from
London at 10am on three of the days.
Staff at the inn would have been kept
busy trying to ensure that the coaches
stopped and the passengers were
persuaded to alight for refreshments,
while there were stables at the site for
the much-needed horses. Today the
A32 follows much of the route of the
old road.

In 1940 the Willings family arrived
from Margate to take over the pub
with Cecil “Pop” Willing as landlord.
“Pop” became cook to the Swanmore
Home Guard. Sadly the only son of
the family, Frederick, was killed when
the Cunliffe Owen factory in Eastleigh
was bombed in September 1940.

Beer houses and jug service
Close by on Hill Pound is the recently
refurbished and reopened The
Hunter’s Inn.

Once it was tucked away behind
hedges and fences and would
probably have been rather more
popular with locals than the upmarket
coaching inn nearby as it was classed
as a “beer house” — a small room,
possibly little more that the front
parlour of a traditional cottage, with
seating for maybe no more that a
dozen and with sawdust on the floor.

Beer would be drawn from a barrel
to a jug and the beer mugs filled as
customers required. By the time jug
service died out during the First World
War beer was 3d or 4d a pint (less
than 2p in today’s money). Such beer
houses often sold other commodities

The Bncklayer S Arms sign — and
named on an 1826 map.

such as local milk or eggs — as well as
cigarettes at 3d for 10.

The Hunter’s soon expanded from
such humble beginnings and no doubt
vied for passing coaches with the
older Rising Sun. By the 1920s the
pub had been transformed with a large
bowling green and a dance hall that
hosted regular events with live music.
The old beer house reputedly had
smuggling connections, with a
previously unknown room found
hidden away in the roof during the
construction of the dance hall.

By the 1930s it was a popular
stopping point for “charabancs” (early
motorised coaches) bringing day
trippers out from Portsmouth to
sample rural delights and it remained
popular with town visitors looking for a
family-friendly “country pub” well into
the 1980s and '90s.

In the centre of the village, The
Bricklayer’'s Arms appears on a map
published by Greenwood and Pringle



From the archives

The New Inn in the 1950s.

in 1826. By the time of the enclosures
in 1850s it was owned by the Dollar
family who also owned the brickyard
behind the pub. Peter Dollar and his
brother John were among the leading
members of the Swanmore
community: Peter would become one
of the first churchwardens at St
Barnabas and when he died his widow
Ann became “victualler” of The
Bricklayer’s ,while John Dollar also
lived at the pub at the time of the 1851
census when he gives his occupation
as “victualler, brick-burner and farmer
of 80 acres employing nine labourers”:
—a busy man indeed.

In 2004 the pub’s name was
changed from The Bricklayer’s Arms
to The Brickmaker’s.

Chimney Sweep or Charles 11?
While these three pubs survive,
Swanmore’s other Victorian pubs are
long gone.

Older pubs called The Black Boy
are often said to be named after
Charles Il whose swarthy complexion

The
Bricklayer's
Arms in the
1900s.

reflected his French and Italian
heritage, while later ones are often
called after chimney sweeps. So it is
no surprise that Swanmore’s Black
Boy was run by David Hillyer, a
chimney sweep, from the 1860s. Like
The Hunter’s this was in the beer
house category and, after his death in
the 1890s, his widow Caroline took
over as “beer retailer”.

By the 1900s Edward Boswell was
the “publican”. It seems that the
Boswells were extremely active in the
beer trade as the 1901 census also
lists Walter Boswell as publican of The
New Inn and William Boswell in
charge of The Hunter’s.

The Black Boy’s days, however,
were humbered: by the 1920s it had
been converted into a private dwelling
and survives today as Chesilcote in
Chapel Road.

The New Inn was the “youngest” of
Swanmore’s five pubs, founded in the
1880s. There is a copy of a
conveyance in the village archives
showing that in 1898 James Charles
Warner of Winchester sold both The

The Hunter’s Inn in the 1920s. The
woman in the foreground is Fanny
Newnham (née Tribbeck) who took
over running the pub after the death
of her husband John.

New Inn in Swanmore and another of
the same name in Soberton to
Edwards Brewery of Bishop’s
Waltham. The Soberton New Inn
seems to have closed some time in
the 1960s. Walter Boswell appears to
have been publican at Swanmore’s
New Inn from the time of the sale until
at least 1911.

By the time of the Second World
War the landlord was Walter Downer
and the pub was divided into smaller
bars with a “saloon” for the ladies, a
tap room where games could be
played and a public bar with sawdust
floors for the regulars.

In 2012 the pub was demolished
and replaced by four houses — but its
name lives on in “New Inn Close”.

... and then there were three.

The former Black Boy pub, a private
house from the 1920s known as
Chesilcote, photographed ¢.1938.




Around the footpaths

Local walks

Roaming around the
Meon Valley Trail

This circular walk starts in Wickham and follows the
Meon Valley Trail via Shedfield. Distance: 4.9 miles/
8 kms. Walking time: 2—2%2 hours.

This walk passes through varied
countryside, fields, common land,
1% miles of mainly wooded sides to
the Meon Valley Trail and a small
amount of road walking. There are
four stiles. The going is reasonable
except on the trail north of Wickham
where it floods in bad weather.

Start

1. Wickham station to
Titchfield Lane

The walk starts at the Meon Valley
Trail (MVT) in Wickham by the car
park off Station Close, near the fire
station. Walk south along the trail for a
mile — there are views of the village

from the bridges, notably the church.
The next notable landmark is the
sewage works on the left!

Shortly afterwards, you will see a
track on your right leading to Webbs
Land Farm and a yellow footpath sign.
Go through the gap and turn
immediately left onto the footpath
parallel with the MVT. Go to the corner
of the field and turn right (you can also
continue on the MVT and go through a
gate into the corner of the field).

Go up the field a short way and
cross a ditch on your left to a metal
stile. Walk diagonally to the right
across a field to another metal stile,
which leads out to Titchfield Lane.

These stiles are higher than most and
the second has a very high step.

2. Titchfield Lane to Shedfield
Common at the end of
Biddenfield Lane.
Walk on the grass verge towards
Wickham until a path starts on the
other side of the road. Cross the road
and walk to Biddenfield Lane (only
about 30 yards). Cross the lane to a
narrow footpath. Follow this path
(which can be muddy in places) until it
opens out and you reach a gate.
Follow the waymark signs, turning left
from the gate and almost immediately
right. Follow the path and waymarks to
a stile leading into a wooded area.
Shortly afterwards, the path opens out
to a grassed area on a hill with a fine
distant view.

This is roughly half way and makes
a good place for a break and
refreshments. Follow the path downhill
and slightly right to a stile in the hedge
line of a wood. Follow a broad path
through Tankerhill Copse and cross a
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Around the footpaths

bridge over a stream into a large field.

The map shows a path across the
field diagonally to the right but it was
covered in a grass crop when we
walked in April.

An alternative is to turn right along
the edge of the field for a short
distance and turn left onto another
footpath up a broad track. In the
middle of the field where the two paths
meet there is a waymark post.

Continue on the track to the edge
of the field, around the gate by an old
stile into Biddenfield Lane. Turn right
and walk to the A334 and cross over
to Shedfield Common.

3. Shedfield Common to Blind
Lane/Mill Lane Wickham
Keep to the left edge of Shedfield
Common and go through a pedestrian
gate leading to the B2177. Cross the
road and make for Shirrell Heath High

Street. The paths are not particularly
well defined at this point.

Cross the road and walk towards
Shirrell Heath until you reach the
Heathlands estate road with a finger
post pointing along it to the right. Go
down the road until the footpath starts,
bearing slightly right shortly before the
track turns sharp left. Continue on the
footpath bearing left at a junction with
another path.

The path joins a track bearing left,
which then leads past houses on the
left up to Pricketts Hill. Turn right and
walk along the road past Westlands
Farm to the crossroads. Bear left and
cross at the end of the triangle of
roads to an entrance onto a track.

Below: On the trail south of
Wickham. Below right: All that
remains of Wickham station at the
start and finish of the walk.

Above left: Wickham church seen
from the Meon Valley Trail.

Above: The view from the half-way
point.

4. Blind Lane/Mill Lane to
Wickham station
Follow the track down hill, bearing
right then left until you reach the MVT
again. There are two paths down to it.
The path straight ahead is steep and
quite difficult but there is another to
the left which has a gentler gradient.

Turn right onto the MVT and walk
back to the car park at the old
Wickham station, of which there is
very little sign. The MVT is very badly
drained in the cutting shortly after
leaving the footpath but is usually
passable except in extremely wet
conditions.

David Street

4+ The Meon Valley Trail follows 11
miles of the old Meon Valley Railway
line between West Meon and
Wickham alongside the A32. A leaflet
with a map of the route can be
downloaded from www.hants.gov.uk.




Nature notes

Buglife

The beauty of biting flies

The mention of horse flies or clegs
rarely evokes good memories.
Peoples’ experiences of them are
usually limited to being painfully bitten
or frantically trying to swat them away,
but to reveal a macabre beauty look
into their eyes! Although their bodies
are usually of greys, browns and
darker markings, many species have
eyes with beautiful iridescent patterns.

To observe them catch then chill a
fly in the fridge for at least an hour to
immobilise it, then you have a few
minutes after taking it out before it
revives. Unfortunately, the eye colours
quickly fade in dead horse flies.

The 30 or so species of horse fly in
the UK range from less than 1cm/0.4in
to more than 2cm/0.8in body length. It
is only the females that bite, as they
require a mammalian blood meal after
mating to obtain sufficient protein for
egg maturation, which is similar to
mosquitoes. Unlike mosquitoes
however, their bite is rather more
painful. Their serrated mouthparts cut
through the skin to reach the blood
vessels, whereas mosquitoes use
subtle needle-like mouthparts and a
mild anaesthetic.

The horse fly mouthparts seem to
be adapted for cutting through tough
skin, as found in cattle, horses and
deer. The good news, perhaps, is that
the disconcertingly large and “buzzy”
species, such as Tabanus sudeticus,
seem to be more interested in larger
mammals than humans.

The sneaky smaller species, such
as Haematopota pluvialis, land very
gently on the skin and our first
awareness of their presence is often
the start of a painful bite. If you know
they are there and allow them to land
they can be dispatched quite readily,
as they do not tend to bite
immediately. If you can tolerate

allowing them to land on your skin this
method is far more effective than
wildly swiping at them. However, if
there are large numbers it is probably
best just to run!

They do not like windy conditions,
but some species will even fly in the
rain. It is tempting to want to
exterminate horse flies, but we know
relatively little about their life histories
and their importance in the web of life.
We know that the maggots develop in
damp soil or in water, and probably
provide food for a number of
predators, and the pollen-feeding
males provide pollination services.

Perhaps it is better to admire their
beauty and adaptations, and learn to
live with them.

Marcus Charig

1. Haematopota pluvialis.

2. Tabanus bromius female horse fly
(15mm /0.6in long.”

3. Tabanus sudeticus female horse
fly (22mm/0.9in long).

Eat your weeds

Garlic mustard

Also known as Jack by the hedge,
garlic mustard (Alliaria petiolata) is
currently flowering in any
neglected corners of the garden. It
tastes — as the name suggests —
of mild garlicky mustard. The fresh
leaves make a spicy addition to
lettuce bowls and sandwiches or
they can be chopped and added to
mint sauce or made into pesto.
Earlier authors recommended
boiling it to accompany mutton or
salt fish,
although it
tends to
lose is
garlic
flavour
when
cooked.

Garlic
mustard in
flower




Nature notes
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In the hedgerows hedgerows the plant became a useful
food source and is still foraged today.

M ake I"OO m i n yO U r g al"d e n The leaves have a sweet, aromatic

- - - taste and can be added raw to salads
fO r th |S l nvaS IVG th U g or sandwiches or cooked in soups,

while the flower petals and
As anyone who has ever tried planting  vulgare) fold their petals at night and flowerheads are also edible and can

a wildflower area knows only too well:  the old game of pulling off the white be used to decorate various dishes.
oxeye daisies are the thug of the petals while chanting “he love’'s me, he  The flower buds can be pickled and
meadow. Prolific self-seeders they will  loves me not”. to see what message used as capers.
rapidly come to dominate any artfully the last petal gives, harks back to its The leaves and petals are also a
created mixture and need ruthless traditional use in divination and spells useful source of vitamin C and teas
grubbing out if the more delicate to bring back an unfaithful lover. In made from them were once used for
blooms in the mix are to flourish. many parts of Europe the plant was treating colds and respiratory

When the plant was introduced into  also associated with midsummer infections.
North America it spread so quickly that rituals around St John’s Eve (23rd Other folk remedies include boiling

it became the national flower of North June) and the summer solstice when the juice of the plant with honey to
Carolina. Elsewhere it is condemned bunches would be hung in houses to make a salve for wounds, using the

as an invasive species: in parts of protect from evil or lightning strikes, leaves as a poultice on skin sores or
Australia it is regarded as an while bouquets including the flowers brewing them in beer as a treatment
“environmental weed”, prohibited and  were placed under the pillow at night for jaundice. It was also a traditional
ruthlessly eradicated. by girls wanting to dreaming of their flea repellent — mixed with strewing

The plants grow to around 2Yaft/ future husbands. herbs in mediaeval times or added to
80cm and flower throughout the Given its abundance in many a dog’s bathwater.

summer. As well as their
enthusiastic self-seeding habit,
they also produce a creeping
rhizome so will very quickly
become large, well-established
clumps. Despite its invasive
tendencies it is worth growing in
a corner of the garden as it is an
excellent source of pollen and
nectar and is much loved by
beetles, bees, ants, butterflies,
moths, and flies, which can
regularly be spotted on its
central yellow “landing pad”.

Like all daisies — “day’s eye”
— oxeyes (Leucanthemum

Although not widely used by
modern herbalists, research
suggests that the leaf tea may
be a natural antihistamine —
although as with other members
of the Asteraceae family
(formerly known as the
Compositae) it can cause
contact dermatitis in those
allergic to them.

Munching on too many of
the yellow flower centres as a
snack when foraging is also
discouraged as a surfeit can
lead to indigestion or, in real
excess, nausea and sickness.
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Around the district

From our district councillors

Welcomes and farewells

A very warm welcome and
congratulation to Suzanne White your
recently elected, third Winchester City
Council Councillor representing you in
the Central Meon Valley. We say
farewell to Frank Pearson who
stepped down at the May local
elections after two decades of
dedicated service to Central Meon
Valley residents. We wish him well.

Central Meon Valley is now
fortunate to have three local city
councillors with complementary mixed
skills and residency across three
different parts of the Valley to
represent all local residents. One third
of your Councillors are elected each
year, for a four-year term of office. In
the “fourth year” i.e. 2025, all-out
County Council elections are held and
there are no scheduled Winchester
elections. The next District elections
will be in 2026.

Councillor Malcolm Wallace was
elected as your new Hampshire
County Council Councillor in the May
2024 by-election for the Meon Valley

Our Winchester
District Councillors

B Malcolm Wallace 07739 050224
mwallace@winchester.gov.uk

B Danny Lee 07896 644504
dlee@winchester.gov.uk

B Suzanne White 07944 010909
swhite3@winchester.gov.uk

Malcolm Wallace

Suzanne White
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division. As a County and District
Councillor, Malcolm is now well-placed
to provide added benefits for Central
Meon Valley residents on issues that
matter locally from both local
authorities. We wish Hugh Lumby, the
former County Councillor, well
following his retirement for personal
reasons and thank him for his services
to Central Meon Valley.

Challenges ahead

Your three Winchester Councillors

now look forward to taking on the

challenges to protect our wonderful
local environment and to address the
many local pressing issues present
and emerging in our changing world.

What are some of the key priorities
facing Winchester City Council in this
municipal year?

4 Finance.The council is in a strong
and stable position in the short
term. However, without an improved
Government settlement the Council
will have to deliver future financial
efficiencies through savings, income
generation and/or contract
reviews.We will be contributing to
the process and pushing for no
inappropriate reduction of services/
‘unfair’ disadvantages for our area.

4 New Council Plan 2025.The
current Council Plan will be updated
in 2024 to cover the period
from 2025 to 2030. This high-level
document outlines the council’s
goals and informs other strategies.
The priorities in the current plan
include:

4 Tackling the climate
emergency and creating a
greener district.

4 Homes for all.

4 Promoting a vibrant local
economy.

4 Winchester Local Plan 2025. This
strategic document outlines the
vision, policies, and proposals for
land use and development
(“planning”) within the Winchester
district. It serves as a blueprint for
shaping the area’s growth,

infrastructure, and environmental
sustainability and underpins the
local planning process. We expect
to see the final draft Local Plan this
Summer.

4 South Downs National Park
(SDNP) Local Plan. As a significant
part of our area is in the SDNP, we
will be tracking and, when able,
influencing the development of the
national park’s Local Plan. It is
developed under a separate regime
and rules. Where relevant, your
Parish Council will have already
completed planning priority
statements outlining the principle
needs and requirements for your
area. The next SDNP Local Plan is
due in a few years’ time.

Other issues

The climate and nature crises are
inextricably linked to our local
economies, livelihoods and well-being.
We are part of nature, not separate
from it.

We will therefore be looking for a
stronger consideration of nature
protection in the emerging Council and
the Local Plans. Instrumental in
ensuring these plans are fit for
purpose are the key factors of
housing, transport, road and
community safety, along with a myriad
of pollution issues from litter to
polluted water.

More can be done if there are
future Government changes to Local
Authority and/or National Park
statutory duties and financial
settlements. We will be watching
closely and pushing for improvements
to Council services at every
opportunity.

Staying in touch

We will shortly announce dates for
Councillor Surgeries for each of the
Central Meon Valley Parishes. Please
use these opportunities to present
your issues directly to us.

In the meantime, for any issues or
questions please contact us directly.

Councillor Danny Lee,
Councillor Malcolm Wallace and

Councillor Suzanne White.



Around the district
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Part of the garden at Beech Lodge, seen at a previous Hidden Gardens event.

Bishop’s Waltham in Bloom

Time to find some
hidden gardens

Bishop’s Waltham in Bloom is
organising a Hidden Garden Event on
Sunday 7th July with twelve private
gardens opening their gates for us all
to explore from 11am to 5pm

The event was last held in 2022,
after a pause during the Covid
pandemic. There are four new
gardens for this year, including the
allotments on Albany Road. There is
plenty for you to experience and a
variety of refreshments will be on sale
at six of the venues with several
offering plants for sale. Some of these
gardens are attached to historical
properties, some to new-builds. Some
are well-established, some newly-
planted. They vary in size too.

A Garden Guide is available giving
details of all the open gardens and
includes maps to help you find your
way from one site to another. It also
shows where there are car parks
around Bishop’s Waltham and where
footpaths allow you to plan walking
and cycling routes.

The guide contains some
information about each garden, with a

photograph and details of the facilities
each has to offer.

Purchasing the guide ahead of time
allows you to plan your day and they
will available throughout June at Best
Wishes in Brook Street and The Sweet
Corner in the High Street . On 7th July
Garden Guides will also be available
in Red Lion Street. Every adult visitor
will need to purchase a Garden Guide
(price £6) although children under-six
years are free. Purchases can only be
made in cash or by cheque at all
venues.

This is a great opportunity to visit
private gardens and talk to the people
who have created them and who
maintain them. All are enthusiastic
about their own gardens and enjoy
sharing them with others.

Pauline Daniels
01489 896430/0797 704403
bwinbloompauline@gmail.com

BW Gardening Club
Focussing on the

gardens of Russia

The next meeting of the Bishop’s
Waltham Gardening Club is on
Wednesday 26th June, at Bishop’s
Waltham Junior School, Oak Road,
Ridgemede, SO32 1EP.

The speaker will be John Baker
talking about “The Gardens of
Russia”. Such a huge country could
not fail to produce varied, interesting
and surprising plants, views and
history. John will take us on a journey
through the vast and ever-changing
scenery and its flora.

Doors open at 6.45pm. Entry is
free for members, and £2 for visitors.

Robin Breach
www.bwgc.org.uk

Meon Valley Garden Club

Time for summer

The Meon Valley Garden Club’s
summer show will be held at Meon
Hall, Pound Lane, Meonstoke on
Sunday 21st July from 1.30 to 4.30pm.
There will be displays of flowers,
plants, fruit and vegetables, craft, and
cookery as well as various stalls and
music. Entry is £1 and both visitors
and entries are welcome. For
schedules and entry forms visit
www.droxfordweb.co.uk and click on
the “Clubs and leisure link”.

Singing for Fun
Come and join in

Singing for Fun takes place on the
third Friday of each month at The
Stables, Free Street, Bishop's
Waltham, from 2pm to 3.30pm. The
next sessions are on 21st June and
19th July then a break in August and
sessions recommence on 20th
September.

Cost is £2 a session including
refreshments. Come and enjoy singing
your favourite folk songs.No talent
required and all ages welcomed.
Further information from Sue on
07710 810552 or just turn up.

Sue Burkett
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Around the district

BW Photographic Society

From lambs to the
House of Lords

April flew by and Easter came and
went. Wet weather dampened the
spirits but us hardy photographers
were still out with our cameras.

Taking advantage of Westland
Farm’s lambing day at their farm shop
in Shedfield, five members achieved
some classic shots of their flock of
Romney sheep. It was challenging —
adults and tiny tots moving, lambs and
ewes not in their natural setting — but
the results were well worth the effort.

April also brought a technical
challenge: how to engage with a
presenter based in Wales with an
audience in St Peter’s church hall.
Thanks to our IT team headed up by
Matthew White, we were able to catch
up with Margaret Salisbury, the Welsh
Dragon, by Zoom. Margaret based her
talk “Dragons more Monochrome” on
her love of black and white
photography. One useful tip that
Margaret passed on: she uses a
“standard print” that has the full tonal
range from pure black to pure white to
check the performance of her monitor
and printer.

Highlight of the month was
undoubtedly a guided tour of the
Houses of Parliament. Flick

Drummond, our local MP, made the
arrangements and gave up her
valuable time to lead 15 society
members through both the House of
Lords and the Commons.
Photographic opportunities were
somewhat limited both for security
reasons and the fact that we were
visiting a working building.
Nonetheless we were able to capture
the Great Hall and some selfies.

Coming Up
Arrangements are already in hand for
our Society’s annual exhibition of
members’ photographs which takes
place at the United Free Church,
Bishop’s Waltham from 10th to 12th
October 2024. An integral part of this
is the Junior competition where young
photographers can submit their entries
online. There are two age groups — up
to 11 years and 12-16 years — and
children need to email a photograph to
competition@bishopswaltham
photosociety.co.uk with their name,
age, title of the image and contact
details of their parent or guardian.The
closing date for entries is Saturday
14th September.

Ann Erkut

Top: Romney lambs and ewes at
Westlands Farm by Dawn Blight.
Above: St Stephen’s Hall at the
Palace of Westminster by John
Coote.

=
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BW Give& Take

Cut waste by reusing not recycling

Bishop’s Waltham Town Team is again
running its popular “Give & Take”
exchange stall in St George’s Square
on the last Saturday of the month from
10.30am — 2.30pm until October.

You can give items you no longer
want and take those donated by
others or you can just: “give” or just
“take”. Each month there is a different
theme for the items that can be
offered:

4 29th June — Holiday, Travel and

Sports.
4+ 27th July — Toys, Games, Books

and Clothes for under 11s.

4 24th August — Small Household

Items and Entertainment.
4+ 25th September — Arts and Crafts.
4+ 26th October — Hallowe’en and

Christmas.

The aim of the scheme is to
reduce waste with items being reused
rather than sent for recycling.

For further information visit
www.lovebishopswaltham.com, email:
bishopswalthamtownteam@gmail.co

Follow our Facebook page at:
Bishop’s Waltham What's On

Robin Shepherd



Around the district

Waltham Ramblers
Take to the lanes

Regular organised walks are held by
the Waltham Group of the Ramblers
and a selection is shown here.
Newcomers are welcome but please
contact the leader beforehand in case
there is a change.

4+ Sunday 2nd June — Titchfield via
Crofton, 7 miles (optional picnic
lunch), Gill 07709 933057. Start:
10am. Meet at the Recreation
Ground car park in Mill Lane
opposite The Mill pub, PO15 5RF.

4+ Wednesday 5th June — Southwick
via Place Wood and Sawyer’s
Wood, 5 miles, Pauline 01489
892386. Start: 10am. Meet in the car
park behind The Golden Lion pub,
PO17 6EB.

4 Sunday 9th June — River Hamble via
Lower Swanwick, crossing the river
on the Pink Ferry (£2.50 cash only),
8 miles (picnic lunch), Julia 07714
622668. Start: 10am. Meet in Holly
Hill woodland park off Barnes Lane,
SO031 7BH.

4+ Friday 14th June — Cheriton via
Gander Down, 4.3 miles, Gill and
lan 07789 768579. Start: 7pm. Meet
in the Recreation Ground car park,
Westfield Road, SO24 0QH.

4+ Wednesday 19th June — Hawkley
via Hawkley Hangers, 5 miles,
Gareth 07867 523049. Start: 10am.
Park where convenient and meet at
Upper Green, GU33 6NA.

4+ Friday 21st June — Bishop’s
Waltham via Dundridge, 4.7 miles,
Pauline 01489 892386. Start:7pm.
Meet in central car park off Houchin
Street (free after 6pm), SO32 1AR.

4+ Sunday 23rd June — Clanfield via
Catherington, 8.3 miles, Gill and lan
07789 768579. Start: 10am. Meet
opposite Hinton Manor Lane on
Hambledon Road, PO8 0QR.

4+ Friday 28th June — Shawford Down
via Compton Down and Yew Hill, 4.3
miles, John 07709 732990. Start:
7pm.Meet in the top car park off
Otterbourne Road, SO21 2BX.

For further information about Waltham

Ramblers, email

delia.rampton@talktalk.net

Delia Rampton

Meon Valley Bowling Club

Still rolling 40 years on

On 22nd March 1984 our bowling club
was officially launched at Swanmore
Village Hall. Initially bowling took place
on two 60ft by 9ft mobile mats
available between 2pm and 10pm on
Thursdays; further sessions were
provided frequently.

It was always the intention of the
members to find a suitable site for
their own outdoor bowling green but
tfulfilling this vision was challenging
with many disappointments but in July
1991 a Bishop’s Waltham parish poll
was taken to decide whether
parishioners supported the parish
council's purchase of the former Police
College sports and recreational fields.
This received a resounding "yes" and
the long-drawn-out process of
purchasing this Priory Park site began.

After 12 years of hope and
frustration the dream was becoming a
reality and work began on building the
green in July 1995, with plans to build
a pavilion with lottery money
proposed. In April 1997 we were
notified that a lottery grant had been
awarded and work started on the
pavilion in July. Neither the work on
the green nor on the pavilion ran
smoothly, but in May 1998 the first
bowl was bowled in earnest on the
new green and an opening ceremony
took place on 9th June 1999, in the
presence of the Mayor of Winchester.

The club now offers bowling at all
levels during the summer months and
indoor bowling on 60ft mats during the
winter. Our premises
and green are much [gme
admired throughout |
the county and we
are achieving some
success in both the
ladies' and men's
Southampton and
district leagues, and
enjoying friendly
matches with local

Eager beginners at
the club’s 2024
open day.

bowls clubs both summer and winter.
The club competitions started at
Swanmore have been added to,
providing competitive play among
members throughout the year. In
recent years, members have achieved
success at county and district level,
both individually and in teams, and we
continue to encourage members to
participate at all levels of our sport.
Each year we invite members of
the local community to come and have
a go at bowls at our Annual Public
Open Day, which this year was held
on Saturday 27th April. We entertained

24 visitors and 16 enrolled to attend
our beginner’s courses led by our
qualified coaching team. This year we
ran two courses in May with a further
course planned to start on the 10th
June. To book our June course please
telephone 01489 896194. Booking
closes on 8th June.If you would like a
one-hour taster session before signing
up for a course then please contact us
via the club website (https://
meonvalleybowlingclub.chessck.co.uk)
or the course booking number.

With a membership of more than
175, both social and playing members,
we are seen to be a proactive club
promoting our sport and, whereas
several local clubs are sadly struggling
to raise teams, we continue to grow
and provide a recreational facility for
our local community to enjoy in the
years that lie ahead.

John Gray
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BW Rotary Club

From fashion to family fun

More than £4,000 was raised for
Breast Cancer Now at the Rotary
Club’s Fashion Show on 18th April. It
was a sold-out event with more than
200 in the audience who were treated
to a display of clothing available at
outlets in Bishop’s Waltham, ranging
from sportswear to wedding outfits. A
highlight of the show came right at the
end when one of the contributors’
partners came up on the stage, got
down on one knee, and proposed, and
she said yes.

April also saw the club being
approached for help by Mountbatten
Hospice who were planning on having
a show garden designed by Anne
Herbert at the BBC Gardeners’ World
Fair in Beaulieu over the Early May
Bank Holiday weekend. The plan was
to create a garden at the show and

then move it back to the Hospice at

the end for the enjoyment of everyone.

We managed to pull together all of
the plants needed and a team of
Rotarians and volunteers from the
Hospice spent the week running up to
the show creating an amazing garden
(pictured below), which received a
Silver Merit award.

Bishop’s Waltham Rotary Summer
Fayre on 8th June from 12.30 to 5pm

w e

at Hoe Road Recreation ground
promises live music, a fun dog show, a
motorcade of vintage and classic cars
and motorbikes, children’s rides,
inflatables, food and drink, teas and
cakes, ice cream, shopping stalls,
games and charity fundraisers, plus
lots more.

On the day the motorcade will be
parading along the High Street
travelling to Hoe Road from 12noon.

Entrance is £3 (cash or cards) with
under-16s free.

lan Treveil

West Meon Music Festival

Musical delights for all

There will be plenty of musical treats
in store this year at the 14th annual
West Meon Music Festival (12th to
15th September) with an award-
winning pianist, a group of world-
renowned baroque musicians, and
two of the UK’s most-talented young
string players joining the Primrose
Piano Quartet for eight concerts over
the four days.

Highlights from the festival include
piano quartets by Mozart, Schumann
and Brahms as well as a rarely-
performed piano sextet by Sergei
Lyapunov, who fled to Paris after the
1917 revolution, when the quartet will
be joined by double bassist Will
Duerden and violinist Tom Aldren.

While most concerts are held at
West Meon’s St John the Evangelist
Church, the festival also extends
elsewhere into the Meon Valley.
Cutting edge baroque quartet Red
Priest (named after the original “red
priest” — Antonio Vivaldi) will be
bringing their unique style of high-
energy performances and theatrical
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presentation to East Meon church on
the morning on Saturday 14th
September with “Truly Madly
Baroque”. Later in the day the lovely
12th century Church of Our Lady in
Warnford is home to a recital by the
Primrose’s string players.

On Sunday morning (15th
September) Lithuanian pianist
Gabrielé Sutkuté — winner of some 20
international piano competitions — will
be performing works by Rameau,
Brahms, Debussy and Prokofiev in

West Meon, while that afternoon’s
festival finale sees the Primrose
Piano Quartet focussing on “German
Romantics”.

In addition there will be a late-night
jazz concert by local band, East of
Meon, at West Meon'’s iconic Thomas
Lord pub in aid of Cosham-based The
Elizabeth Foundation — the UK'’s
leading charity for pre-school deaf
children; the charity uses music as
part of its therapy to help them to talk
and communicate.

Ticket prices start at £19 and the
box office opens at the beginning of
June. For full details of all concerts
visit www.westmeonmusic.co.uk.

Red Priest




Around the district

BW Community Swimming

Make a splash this summer

Once again, as the long summer
holiday approaches, Bishop’s Waltham
Community Swimming (BWCS) has
arranged for the swimming pool at
Bishop’s Waltham Junior School to be
open in the mornings from Wednesday
24th July to Friday 9th August.

There will be two fun sessions,
each lasting an hour, from 10.45—
11.45am and 11.45-12.45pm on the
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.
On the Tuesdays and Thursdays there
will be one fun session from 10.45-
11.45. The second session will be
reserved for lane swimmers. For these
sessions the pool will be divided into
“fast” and “slow” sections without any
toys. Children are welcome to swim
during these times but they will be
required to swim lengths and BWCS
requests that they swim in the correct
lane according to their pace.

Each session will be supervised by
two qualified lifeguards and there will
be a selection of toys, floats, rubber
rings and sinkable sticks available
poolside. Children under the age of
eight years must be accompanied by
an adult in the water.

The cost per session will be:
4+Adult swimmers — £4.90
<4Junior swimmers — £3.80
4+Under-five years — £1.00

Members will be able to make use
of their 2023—-24 membership cards
but are asked to show their cards to
the duty lifeguard as they book in.

Parking is available on site in the
area below the steps up to the pool or
on the playground area to the left of
the main entrance gate.

Adult swimming lessons on
Wednesday evenings have proved to
be a success and will continue again
from September. These lessons offer
an opportunity to those who did not
have the chance to learn to swim in
childhood with the shallow nature of
the pool building water confidence.

Mitres Swimming Club is planning
to hold a “Salt and Pebble Swim”
(open water) coaching session from
Eastney Beach in July with the
objective of learning how to be safe in
and around open water. This will be for
children aged seven to 17 years who
are able to swim at least 400m.

For more information about the
pool (pictured below) and activities
please refer to the BWCS website:
https://owcommunityswimming.org.uk/

Penny Eliot

BW Women’s Institute

Recalling Netley’s hospital

Our meeting on 16th April featured a
talk about Netley Country Hospital
built in 1863 and in operation for
nearly 100 years. Florence
Nightingale disapproved of the
design, which was built to look good
from the sea, and some argued that
more disease would be caused by the
bad design.

Our speaker Ursula Pearce was
passionate about her subject and her
enthusiasm was enjoyed by all. Two

members told us of relatives who had
been treated at the hospital.

On 18th June speaker Jackie
Dimmock will tell us of her “Thirty
Years in the Police Force” and on the
16th JulyHelen Matthews will give us
a talk on “Modern Slavery”.

Our meetings start at 7.30pm and
are held at St Peter’s Church Hall in
Free Street; guests and new
members are very welcome.

Pauline Powell

Waltham Priory Probus Club

Meeting for talks
and lunch

On 7th May club members enjoyed

coffee and biscuits before their

monthly meeting followed by a

fascinating talk by Madeleine Salvetti

on “The Famous and Infamous
associated with Portsmouth” and an
excellent lunch was enjoyed by all.

Our future programme of events,
speakers and topics include:

4 4th June -Anniversary lunch with
guest speaker Susan Howe -
“History minus the boring bits”.

4 2nd July— Colin Duncan Jones on
“DNA — an introduction”.

4+ 3rd September — Paul Chamberlain
on “The Arts and Crafts of
Prisoners of War”.

Waltham Priory Probus is a mixed
club of men and women. We are
welcoming and friendly. We are also
able to accept some new members at
present. If you would like to start each
new month with some fun and
entertainment followed by a lunch join
us on the first Tuesday morning of
every month in Botley.

Please contact our secretary on
phone number 07542109821 or email
contact janet.gibson1@outlook.com
for details.

Martin Cooke

Meon Valley Lions
Giving a helping
hand

Members of the Meon Valley Lions
were kept busy at the beginnng of
April pulling pints and serving burgers
and sausages at the Wickham Beer
Festival.

The result was £1,000 raised to
buy learning equipment for The
Elizabeth Foundation, which supports
pre-school deaf children. Some of the
Festival proceeds were also donated
to the Lions’ minibus appeal.

Thank you, too, to everyone who
supported our collection for Marie
Curie in Bishop’s Waltham on 4th May.

Carole Dash
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Dates for your diaries

Every Thursday
Every Friday

28th May-6th June
2nd June

7th June

7th—9th June

8th June

8th June

8th June

8th—9th June

12th June

18th June
20th June
21st June
22nd June
22nd June
25th June— 4th July
26th June

29th June

6th—7th July
7th July

9th July

13th July
13th July
16th July
19th July
20th July
21st July

21st July
24th July-9th Aug

27th July
27th July

27th July

6.30pm-10pm, Swanmore Bridge Club, Paterson Centre.
2pm—-4pm, MVARA Scrabble, Paterson Centre.

7.30pm The Great Barn, Titchfield. Bard in the Barn Festival,"Twelfth Night”.
10am Waltham Ramblers Titchfield via Crofton (see p.21 for all June walks).
7.30pm St James’ Church Southwick. D-Day 80 concert.

10am-5pm Stansted Park, Rowlands Castle — The Garden Show.

12.30pm, Hoe Road Recreation Ground, Rotary Summer Fayre.

7pm Swanmore Village Hall, Charity Ceilidh with Jigfoot.

9.45am-12noon, Marsh’s Meadows, Swanmore Conservation Group work party.
9.30am—4pm Southwick High Street. Southwick Revival Spirit of D-Day.

8pm Paterson Centre, Swanmore Society “D-Day and the battle of Normandy”
with Jeff Ballard.

7.30pm St Peter’s Church Hall, Free Street. Bishop’s Waltham WI “Thirty years
in the police force” with Jackie Dimmock.

7pm for 7.30pm Swanmore Village Hall. “Death at Duidgeridoo Roadhouse”
murder mystery.

2pm-3.30pm The Stables, Free Street, Bishop’s Waltham. Singing for Fun.
10am-1pm Village Centre car park. Barnaby’s classic cars.

12.30-4.30pm Primrose Cottage, Vicarage Lane, Garden Party in aid of the St
George Foundation.

7.30pm The Great Barn, Titchfield. Bard in the Barn Festival, “Midsummer
Night's Dream”.

6.45pm Bishop’s Waltham Junior School, Oak Road. Bishop’s Waltham
Gardening Club meeting “The gardens of Russia” with John Baker.
1030am,—2.30pm St George’s Square Bishop’s Waltham. “Give and Take” stall:
Holiday, Travel and Sports items.

1-5pm Swanmore Open gardens.Tickets from 12.30pm Paterson Centre.
11am-5pm Bishop’s Waltham Hidden gardens. Guides available from 10am in
Red Lion Street.

1.45-4.30pm pm Paterson Centre. Nostalgic Film Club “Singing in the Rain”
9.45am-12noon, Marsh’s Meadows. Swanmore Conservation Group work party.
from 12noon Broad Lane Recreation Ground. Meon Valley Lions’ Swanmore
Féte.

7.30pm St Peter’s Church Hall, Free Street. Bishop’s Waltham WI “Modern
Slavery” with Helen Matthews

2pm-3.30pmThe Stables, Free Street, Bishop’s Waltham. Singing for Fun.

St Barnabas’ Church: Study day “Women in the Bible” with Hazel Whitehead.
1.30-4.30pm Meon Hall, Pound Lane, Meonstoke. Meon Valley Garden Club
summer show.

2-4pm Paterson cCentre, Teddy Bear’s Picnic.

10.45-11.45am and 11.45-12.45pm Bishop’s Waltham Junior School. Holiday
swimming sessions with BW Community Swimming.

10am-1pm Village Centre car park. Barnaby’s classic cars.

10.30am-2.30pm St George's Square Bishop’s Waltham. “Give and Take” stall:
Toys, Games, Books and Clothes for under 11s items.

7.30pm Hill Farm House, Droxford Road, Swanmore. Shakespeare in the
Garden: “As you like it”
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The Swanmore Link
please contact
John Austin on
01489 893409 or
j.austin830@talktalk.net

Advertisements
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WYCHES

VINEYARD

Award Winning Quality
English Wine from the
chalky slopes of The South
Downs in Upper Swanmore

Please contact us by email, phone, or by
completing the online form on our website. o o

; ) " . WYCHES
We will deliver for free within a 20-mile .

radius of Swanmore, Hampshire.

5% discount available on orders
of 12 bottles or more.

WESSEX REGION

South Downs Funeral Service

4 Funeral Directors & Memorial Consultants
! - ath - . Ll 2. = ] | A L '-—‘. 1 *:"'-‘_:_ - !

SOUTH DOWNS ==~

FUNERAL SERVIUE

— =

Your Local, Independent & Family Owned Funeral
Homes of Denmead, Wickham & Clanfield

Owr Clanfield Funeral Home Our Denmead Funeral Home Our Wickham Funeral Home
43 Drift Road, Clanfield POS8 0)5 The Old Post Office House, Hambledon Road, 13 The Square, Wickham,
Tel: 02392 570239 Denmead PO7 ENN | Tel: 02392 231567 Fareham, PO17 5]G | Tel: 01329 833920
clanfield@southdownsfuneralservice.com care@southdownsfuneralservice.com wickham@southdownsfuneralservice.com

Direct Funeral Services from £995.00
Traditional & Tailored Funeral Services from £1725.00

www.southdownsfuneralservice.com

Golden Charter Funeral Plans
; local and persanal service
Gglden Char[‘er J:t Floristry service | Stonemasonry service
L No deposits required
Fully accredited and regulated members of SAIF
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W F Plumbing Heating #” /|
- REFCOM"®
safe wtfleming@Icloud.com
ssi073 weie Q7775 866690 T
William " 01329 830379
Fleming
Plumbing & Heating & Renewables 43 years experience
Boilers :- Servicing, Replaced, upgrades Heat Pumps
Central Heating :- Flushed Air Con Splits £1,199
Gas, LPG, Oil, Air Con, Heat Pumps Breakdown . Service
Domestic & Commercial New Installs
Air Con Split Installed £1,199 inc Vat with remote control with 5 years Warranty
& i i
Registered AORCESTER ['*Hf‘.] BOSCH
Technician
30832

RICHARD

“STEEL-

& PARTNERS

THE FAMILY OWNED
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

BiCHARD

=S EEL-

B PARTHMERS

BISHOP’S WALTHAM WINCHESTER ALRESFORD
The Gate House, Victoria Road, Alderman House, 12—14 City Road, 58 West Street, Alresford,
Bishop’s Waltham, SO32 1D] Winchester, SO23 8SD Hampshire, SO24 9AU

01489 892640 01962 862333 01962798789
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Piers Spencer

Registered Osteopath 'I_[
Bishop's Waltham HAm‘S’E'Z"RE
Osteopathic Clinic

White Hart Stables, Bank Street G ET READY FOR

Bishop's Waltham SO32 1AN S E R

piersspencer@hotmail.com
www.bwosteopathy.co.uk

axby,
%ds
A

£ye Care

2 Houchin Street, Bishops Waltham SO32 1AR

01489 896330

info@saxbys-eyecare.co.uk

S.J.B SERVICES

Tree and Hedge
Maintenance

A Fully qualified and insured

A One off jobs

A Regular maintenance

Stock Fence | Deer Fence | Equifence A Local reliable service based in Swanmore

Post & Rail | Stake & Rail

Permanent | Electric Fencing

Closeboards | Panel Fencing | Trellis

Picket Fencing | Dog Proof Fencing

Call Richard on
www.rjs-fencing.co.uk

Contact Simon for a FREE quotation on:

01489 890577 | 07976 264719

AN B L ™ simonbrn3@googlemail.com
' @s.j.b.services
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EXPERT TAX ADVICE
WITH A HUMAN FACE
FORTHE MEON VALLEY

G. RIXON LTD.

ELECTRICAL PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEERS

GENERATION

Is IHT a factor in making my Will? Is a Family Trust a good idea?

PROPERTY OR WORK OVERSEAS

How does it affect my tax if | live, work or have property abroad?

FOR ENTREPRENEURS

Am | the only one wondering whether it's worth all the aggro?

PERSONAL TAX

What is the best way to order my tax affairs, in full compliance
with the law?

SELLING MY BUSINESS

How much tax will | pay? What is my business worth?

TAX E)\PERTISE
Oakleaf, Ludwells Lane, Waltham Chase, Southampton, SO32 2NP

t: 01489 899102 e: nicholas@nicholasridgecta.co.uk
www.nicholasridgecta.co.uk

ALAN SHAWYER

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE REPAIRS

» Washing Machines «
* Tumble Dryers -
» Dishwashers -
» Cookers & Refrigeration -

T: 01489 895165
M: 07815 054077

safe
APPROVED CONTRACTOR REGISTER

01323 834600

enquiries@g-rixon-ltd. co. uk

WWW. g-rixon-ltd.co. uk

We carry out small jobs such as attending to faulty
light fittings and dripping taps, to larger jobs such
as complete rewires and replacement bathrooms.
We are disabled adaptation specialists and install
level access showers and accessible kitchens.

G. RIXON LTD. Wynot Heath Road Soberton Hampshire SO32 3PQ

Carpen Building

All Types of Carpentry & Building Work Undertaken

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Windows & Doors,
Renovations & Repairs, Wardrobes & Cupboards,
Roofing, Painting & Decorating, Furniture Restoration

Professionally Qualified & Fully Insured
20+ Years of Local Experience

M: 07875 557961 T: 01489 895890
E: leeacooper@talktalk.net
W: www.leecoopercarpentry.co.uk

M Problems Solve))

LA

Christopher Guénier

01489 890738
07962 641796

CPS Ltd, Orchardlea
Swanmore, Hampshire. SO32 2Q7Z

info@computerproblemssolvedltd.co.uk
www.cps-ltd.org.uk
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NATURAL GARDENS

ANGELA PALMERTON wcHort, mpeca

Gardening with Nature in Mind

WILDLIFE GARDENING i-i‘ij*
CONSULTANCY AND ADVICE ’
NATURAL LANDSCAPE & GARDEN DESIGN
BORDER & PLANTING DESIGNS

- SPECIALIST PRUNING
) T, ¥t

07789 293591
angela@natural-gardens.co.uk
www.natural-gardens.co.uk

Helping people to create and manage
ecologically diverse gardens and
landscapes

Your Local Home
Care Provider &

Consultancy Service, ; 20
%OI"E Owned and Run by e
Registered Nurses gae

Want to be part of a fantastic
team and really make a
difference?

Lapis believe that:

Cared for staff = Cared for clients
Call or email us now for more

Domestic duties information.

.: Call us on 01489 890016 to see
how we can help you, or

Derment : _
Friondly  email: contact@|apiscare.com

www.lapiscare.com
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RJ Ralls

solid fuel services

Chimney Sweep

Fully qualified and registered
Fully insured
Certificates issued

Contact Rob on 07795 060 270

rjralls.co.uk

LOCAL GLASS REPAIRS
INDO §s & DOORS

Replacement Double Clazed Units
Remedial work to Windows & UPVC Doors
Emergency Lock Outs
Lock Replacements for Windows & UPVC Doors

Steve West: 07718 513283
Email: bootneck67@icloud.com
Based in Swanmore




DIAMOND

Carpentry & Construction™

Extensions - Refurbishments - New Builds
Fully Fitted Kitchens & Bathrooms - Doors & Windows
Bespoke Jonery - Car Ports & Garden Buidings
Decking & Fencng - Landscaping

Contact Mike Emmence for a free quotation

mob: 07530 966318

el 01489 895316

Email: sales@diamondcarpentry.com

www.diamondcarpentry.com

Julia’s
Kitchen

Business Lunches
Corporate Events
Christenings

All Aspects of Carpentry & Building Work Undertaken

Fuslly Qualifiesd & losured I:\?_,I ReEible & Trustwortbey Servicr i{c' High Cuality Waoarkmanshig S

*:'

1%'1&

24 4 All About Flowers

at Botley Mills

Wedding Flowers, Funeral Tributes,
Bouquets, Balloons and Events

02381 781870

email:
rose.allaboutflowers@gmail.com

deliveries

www.allaboutflowers.co.uk

R.J. Fisher Ltd

Interior & Exterior Painting
& Decorating

Over 30 years experience

For your free estimate
please telephone

01489 331136
07921 508941

Funeral Wakes
Dinner Parties

Our menus are bespoke, created
to suit your budget and requirements.

Special dietary needs catered for.

www.juliaskitchenbw.co.uk
jkcateringenquiries@gmail.com

07702 192166

OSCAR EMERY

| offer English, French and German Tuition
to GCSE Level including adults returning
to learning and SEN.
All subjects at Foundation, KS1 and KS2.
Common Entrance Preparation.
French and German Conversation Groups.

Please contact Sallie Smith,
Primary/Secondary Teacher —
33 years’ experience B.A. Hons, PGCE,
DBS checked
01489 278018 - 07762 492651
salliesmith@sky.com

TREE CARE

OSCAR EMERY - Qualified, Passionate and
Relisble Arborist, covering all of Hampshire

All aspects of lree work

07399 700295

Tim Millier
Carpentry

Your requirements to our standards
Carpentry

Joinery

Built-in Lounge, Study and Bedroom Furniture
Doors fitted, Woodwork Repairs carried out
Custom Built Projects, Building Services

Tel:
Email:

01489 892063

tim.millier@gmail.com
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INTERIOR &
EXTERIOR
DESIGN &

DECORATION

Full Colour Schemes Available

For free, friendly advice and quotes please call
Philip Broad - Tel: 023 9281 2042 Mobile: 07720 604035
Qualified Interior Designer
Flat 7, Dymond House, Gisors Road, Southsea, PO4 8GZ

J & D Humphrey Ltd

Plumbing, Gas, Oil & Solid Fuel
Heating Installations

Gas Fitting and Servicing
Gas Safe Register No: 9995

REGISTERED PLUMBER

50 Goodlands Vale, Hedge End. SO30 4SL
Telephone: 01489 893620

K& MFC Electrical Ltd

\

|"\.
J Michael Capell

Email: mcapell?25@gmail.com

Mobile: 07973 407875

Gerald M Vivian. Landscape Gardener

0 Paving 0 Ponds & Water features
0 Flintwork ¢ Natural Stonework
¢ Lawns

¢ Brick walls & Steps
¢ Fencing & Gates
0 Pergolas & Garden structures ¢ Driveways

Over 25 years experience with a reputation for
high standards of work.

Tel: 01489 893954 Mob: 07769 690454
g.vivian@btinternet.com
www.geraldvivianlandscapes.co.uk

MARK & JUNE MASON

HUSBAND AND WIFE HIGH QUALITY
PAINTERS AND DECORATORS

Period to modern properties
We work around your requirements

01329 235847/ 07973 162397
masonspaint.co.uk

SEASONED LOGS
FOR SALE

Half or full load delivered

For further details call John on
07940 357839

Woodlea Nursery Durley

N.W. STUBBINGTON LTD

BUILDER ¢ PAINTER « DECORATOR

Extensions ¢ Roof Repairs
* Alterations ¢ Interior Decorator
 External Painting
* Insurance Work etc.

02392 376994 - 07967 002885

Star Walks . .

Dog Walking & Pet Care Services.‘

Call Mich Andrews on
07710252320

. ‘ & surrounding areas
‘ Insured, DBS and First Aid Trained

Covering Swanmore, Bishops Waltham

To advertise in the
Swanmore Magazine contact
John Austin on
01489 893409

To advertise in the
Swanmore Magazine contact
John Austin on
01489 893409
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®

Hayhurstiackson

Limited

ACCOUNTING & TAXATION

SPECIALISTS

We offer a friendly and personal service

Our personal, yet professional, service allows us
to tailor our work to your bespoke requirements,
resulting in financial services which accurately
reflect your needs.

» Bookkeeping

= VAT, PAYE & CIS

= Accounts Preparation

e Personal & Corporation Tax Returns

Martin Jackson & Linda Barham
Tel: 02380 693999/07791 547843
linda@hayhurstjackson.co.uk

48 Friars Croft
Calmore, Totton
Southampton, 5040 255

11 Fontwell Gardens
Horton Heath
Eastieigh, 5050 7ML

TR

fio ot

Locally handmade, unique
and quirky gifts for
unique and quirky people.

We use left-over, upcycled, and
pre-loved wood, fabrics, and
bits ‘n’ pieces to create special
things you'll love

Shop now on Etsy.com:/

https://www.etsy.com/shop/rescueremakerelove,

ShadesolSuseel

HAIR BY D.FULSTOW

)CG

Debbie & her team would like to welcome you to
Shades of Sweetpea hair salon. A new hairdressing
business situated in Chapel Road Swanmore. Specialists
in cuts and colours, also wedding and occasion hair.
Pop in and pick up a price list, or book a free of charge
consultation, so we can assess your hair and advise you
on the right style for you and your hair.

All the family welcome!

Chapel Road, Swanmore SO32 2QB
01489 893646

Open
Wednesday 9am-6.30pm, Thursday 10am-8pm,
Friday 9am-7.30pm, Saturday 8am-3pm

00 &

LOREAL

g=> Electrician

\_/ brickhill-electrical.co.uk

S T L
All electrical work under taken

e Electric Gates
e EV Chargers
e Air Conditioning

Sockets
Lighting

Smoke Alarms

Landlord Inspections ¢ Hot Tubs

Call Chris on: 01489 287826
07852 362154

Reasonably Priced - Small Jobs Welcome

chris@brickhill-electrical.co.uk "i“m

OOMESTIC
INSTRLLER

To advertise in the
Swanmore Magazine contact
John Austin on
01489 893409
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BURROW <

To advertise in the
Swanmore Magazine contact
John Austin on
01489 893409

Richard’s Grass
Cutting and Hedge
Trimming Services

Septic Tank Owners
register your interest
in a fully-funded upgrade

P

Due to the Phosphate pollution in your local
river catchment we are operating a septic tank
replacement scheme using private funding.

We install wastewater treatment plants that
remove almost all pollutants, with funding secured
from planning applicants who need to create a
positive impact on the environment.

Register on our website today.

« Call for a free

r"'"‘\‘
estimate

* 7 days to accept or
cancel

Tel: 01489 893867 Mobile: 07748 856684

R — =
e

burrow-environmental.com 01935 507 508
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LOCAL INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANTS AND
TAXATION ADVISORS

=\ Flectrical Contractor

P. Graham Electrical Ltd

RPPROVED pomesTic
CONTRACTOR nstRLer: (==

ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN % ECA

'99- Domestic - Commercial - Industrial

REGISTERED MEMBER

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

Full range of accountancy, auditing & taxation services
Business start up advice
Book-keeping and Payroll Services
Self-Assessment Returns

Detailed Fixed Cost Quotes

Avalon House, Waltham Business Park,
Brickyard Road, Swanmore, Southampton,
S032 2SA

Tel: 01489 896996

Email: enquiries@butlerco-bw.co.uk
Website: www.butlerco-bw.co.uk

Installation of Electric Car Charger including OLEV grant

Tel: 01489 890555 (answer phone) Mobile: 07766 525524

Email: pgrahamelectrical@btinternet.com
Based: Hoe Road, Bishop’s Waltham

THE DOG ROOM

Bathing, Clipping, Scissoring
& Hand Stripping
Nails, Ears and Glands

Quiet handling,

professionally trained

Microchip service with

National reg - vet & KC trained

Tel: Waltham Chase 01489 892272
or 07710 622881




To advertise in the
Swanmore Magazine contact
John Austin on
01489 893409

Planning - Building Regulation
Architectural Services

If you're planning on an extension, loft conversion or any
alteration to your home it's always best to get
professional advice.

Free consulations from a local fully qualified
Architectural Technician.

Telephone Dean on 07714058475 ‘}

N

WHITE ROSE PLUMBING

All Plumbing Work From Bathroom Suites
To Tap Washers - To Blocked Drains

Contact:

Russell Beaumont

Tel: 01489 893419 - Mob: 07843 586366
Email: whiteroseplumb@agooglemail.com

.’-ji\- Charity No: 801230
le '"f"f./'? ;
b & AN g
Swanmore Pre-School
“Lusrving 1t poy, playivg lesaw’
Church road, Swanmore SO32 2PA
www.swanmorepreschool.org.uk

We are open Monday-Friday 8.30am-3.30pm,
term time.

We offer flexible start and finish times.

We are registered for children aged 2-5 years.

Located in a purpose-built building for
Early years

Indoor and outdoor learning environments
Experienced professional and friendly staff

We work closely with families and Carers to
support learning & development

Approved to offer 15 and 30 hours EYE
funding and 2 year funding

To find out more please email:
sarah.hiscock@swanmorepreschool.org.uk

or contact us on
01489-893779 or 07958 436396

CHAMBERLAINS

FAMILY SOLICITORS

Residential Conveyancing
Commercial Property
Probate & Wills
Estate Administration
Lasting Powers of Attorney

RED LION STREET
BISHOP’S WALTHAM SO32 1ST

tel (01489) 896141

info@chamberlainslaw.co.uk
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aylors Garage
Droxford
Hampshire SO32 3QL

Tel: 01489 877433

CAR and MOTORCYCLE
MOTs

Service and repair to cars
light commercials and horse trailers

Air conditioning - service & repair

Competitive prices on
tyres batteries and exhausts

Collection & delivery or loan car available
subject to availability

BUY WITH CONFIDENCE
Trading Standards Approved Trader

#:l—’ —_—
: G GAMB '
' ?~ & /v '
I I
: e 1““ Alteration Reﬂl’]y :
- w Planning work -
T Bricklaying. Dlgger Hire. r
. Civil Engineering. Drainage. T
+ UPVC Windows & Doors. Fencing.

T Plastic Fascia & Soffit. Plastering. I
I Concrete. Driveways. T
I Loft Conversion. Plumbing.

I Roofing Pitch & Flat. Garages. T
I Painting. Carpentry. I
I—] Conservatories. Electrics. I
i For Free Estimates please phone H
i Rob .
: 01489 - 891801 ;

1 I 1 1 1 i I 1 1

CHIMNEY SWtEP

@ Professional & comprehensive service

4 Stringent dust control methods observed
4 No mess guarantee

4 Bird guards & weather cowls fitted

4 Wood stoves & multi-fuel stoves serviced

@ Calls taken seven days a week

Tel: 01962 734029
Mobile: 07721 458067

M.R. CHASE BUILDING COMPANY LTD

Your Complete Building Company

A FINE FAMILY TRADITION OF
QUALITY CRAFTSMANSHIP

FREE QUOTATIONS & EXPERT ADVICE
FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING REQUIREMENTS

FOR THE BEST IN RELIABILITY,

CUSTOMER CARE & ATTENTION TO DETAIL

FV]

07966 222778

mrcbldco@yahoo.co.uk

@ Flue inspection & airflow testing
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® Design ® Labels

® Artwork ® Postcards

@ Stationery ® Folders

® | eaflets ® Posters

® Flyers ® Banners

S 0 L E N T ® Brochures ® Vinyl

DESIGN ® Booklets ° E{(hibition

® Newsletters isplays

Tel: 01489 892344 « Email: sales@solentdesignstudio.com

www.solentdesignstudio.com



stood the test of time”

' SAJE UPVC
“High quality service that's

| - Still a family business.

[ - still your local manufacturer
euroce"® and installer.

All Togqether better « Still sending quotes by email/
| post with no pressure selling.

&+ Still around to support our 10

‘ ear guarantee.
BFRC Ve

» Still traditional good manners
and good service.

i Our range includes everything |

Registered Company
from PVC to hardwood and

Checkatrade.com }§ aluminium

Established in 1980 1 Don’t believe us?
SAJE : Check out our work at
Brookfield Farm, Mislingford Road, l checkatrade.com

Swanmore, Southampton.
SO32 2QE

Email: sales@sajeupvc.co.uk ca" us on. 01 329 835836 ;
Online: www.sajeupvc.co.uk isit us at: www.sajeupvc.co.uk
: o

|




Petrolheads’ monthly gathering

First of Barnaby’s classic car events for
2024 was held on 27th April when Mike
Gibson was awarded the car of the
month trophy by last October’s winner,
David Kelly — seen here next to Mike's
winning Austin. In May he passed the
trophy on to his choice of the next car
of the month. While ACSO Gary keeps
a watchful eye on proceedings.
Photographs by Berty Ferrone






