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            St Barnabas, Swanmore
Morning Worship for second sunday in Epiphany 17th Jan 2021
Before Worship

In the Western churches, the Epiphany (‘manifestation’) became an occasion to celebrate one element in the story of Christ’s birth, the visit of the far-travelled magi, understood as the manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles.  In this perspective, Epiphanytide is an apt season to pray for the worldwide mission of the Church. In the Eastern churches, the Epiphany is, rather, the celebration of Christ’s baptism at the hands of John (last Sunday’s Gospel), when the heavens were opened and a voice from heaven declared Jesus to be God’s beloved Son. 

The season of joyful celebration that begins at Christmas now continues through the successive Sundays of Epiphany, and the festal cycle ends only with the Feast of the Presentation (Candlemas) on January 31st. 
In this morning’s worship the theme of ‘Mutual Mission’ is explored in Jesus’ calling of Nathanael, to be a disciple.   
Preparation

The Greeting

Peace to you from God who is our Father

Peace from Jesus Christ who is our peace

Peace from the Holy Spirit who gives us life

The peace of the Lord be always with you

and also with you.

Hymn


Praise with joy the world’s creator,

God of justice, love and peace,

Source and end of human knowledge,

Force of greatness without cease.

Celebrate the Maker’s glory

Power to rescue and release.

Praise the Son who feeds the hungry,

Frees the captive, finds the lost,

Heals the sick, upsets religion,

Fearless both of fate and cost.
Celebrate Christ’s constant presence

Friend and stranger, guest and host.

Praise the Spirit sent among us,

Liberating truth from pride,

Forging bonds where race or gender

Age or nation dare divide.
Celebrate the Spirit’s treasure

Foolishness none dare deride.

Praise the Maker, Son and Spirit,

One God in community,

Calling Christians to embody

Oneness and diversity.

Thus the world shall yet believe, when

Shown Christ’s vibrant unity.

Tune: Praise my soul

Opening Prayer

Heavenly Father,

we have come together as your family

in your presence

to offer you praise and thanksgiving,

to listen to your holy word,

to pray for the needs of the world,

and to seek forgiveness of our sins,

so that we may grow together as your children,

and share in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Confession

We say ‘sorry’

God our Father

We come to you in sorrow for our sins.

For turning away from you,

and ignoring your will in our lives:

Father, forgive us:

Save us and help us.

For behaving just as we wish, 

without thinking of you;

Father, forgive us:

Save us and help us.

For failing you by what we do,

and think and say;

Father, forgive us:

Save us and help us.

For living as if we were ashamed

to belong to your Son;

Father, forgive us:

Save us and help us.

Absolution

God forgives us 

May the God of love and power

Free you from your sins,

Heal and strengthen you by his Spirit,

And raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.  

Amen

Collect

The collect gathers the themes of the service into a single prayer.

Almighty God,

who called your Church to witness

that you were in Christ reconciling the world to yourself:

help us to proclaim the good news of your love,

that all who hear it may be drawn to you;

through him who was lifted up on the cross,

and reigns with you

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

The Liturgy of the Word

Reading

So much goes unseen and stays unsaid,

So much that carers keep within their hearts;

The children who get parents out of bed,

The neighbours who keep giving up their time,

To add a daily round of extra care,

Veronicas who cleanse the sweat and grime,

And those whose gift is simply being there,

The patient partners lifting up a cross

To bear the burden their beloved bears,

Who ease each other through the pain and loss

And feel that no one sees and no one cares.

But there is One to hear, to feel, to see

And he will say ‘Ye did it unto me.’
Unsung Carers, Reproduced by kind permission, Malcolm Guite 
Hymn


Brother, sister, let me serve you


Let me be as Christ to you;

pray that I may have the grace

to let you be my servant, too.

We are pilgrims on a journey,

we are travellers on the road;

we are here to help each other

walk the mile and bear the load.

I will weep when you are weeping,

when you laugh, I’ll laugh with you.

I will share your joy and sorrow

til we’ve seen this journey through.

When we sing to God in heaven,

we shall find such harmony,

born of all we’ve known together

of Christ’s love and agony.

Brother, sister let me serve you

Let me be as Christ to you;

Pray that I may have the grace

to let you be my servant, too.

Reading from the Gospel
John 1:43-51 The calling of Nathanael
The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47 When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49 Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” 51 And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you,[a] you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”
Canon Nick Whitehead





Address

Affirmation of Faith

Let us affirm together, 

our common faith in Jesus Christ

Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
source of all being and life,

the one for whom we exist?

We believe and trust in him 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son,
who took our human nature,

died for us and rose again?

We believe and trust in him 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God

and makes Christ known in the world?

We believe and trust in him 

This is the faith of the Church.

This is our faith.

We believe and trust in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Intercessions
To the words    
Through our lives and by our prayers

The response is
Your kingdom come.

The Lord’s Prayer

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever.  Amen.

Conclusion
Blessing

Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory

and gladden your hearts with the good news of his kingdom;

and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with you this day and for evermore. Amen.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

In the name of Christ.  Amen.
Departure

Song

Psalm 84

How lovely is your dwelling place,
    O Lord of hosts!
My soul longs, indeed it faints
    for the courts of the Lord;
my heart and my flesh sing for joy
    to the living God.

Even the sparrow finds a home,
    and the swallow a nest for herself,
    where she may lay her young,
at your altars, O Lord of hosts,
    my King and my God.
Happy are those who live in your house,
    ever singing your praise.

Happy are those whose strength is in you,
    in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 
As they go through the valley of Baca
    they make it a place of springs;
    the early rain also covers it with pools.
They go from strength to strength;
    the God of gods will be seen in Zion.

O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer;
    give ear, O God of Jacob!
Behold our shield, O God;
    look on the face of your anointed.

For a day in your courts is better
    than a thousand elsewhere.


Sung by Rosie Fellows, accompanied by her dad, Peter.
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